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Editorial BWIP Content Intentions

We wish to thank the number of readers of the British West Indian Philatelist for their kind letters and
also any suggestions that they may have added. Due to the restrictions on paper in the island this
issue has been smaller than was originally intended, and will in future be issued in one very large
number once a year. It will deal mainly with first flights, postmarks and postal history and any general
information or news from the Islands. As time goes on and restrictions are eased, this magazine will
again be issued quarterly, for the present period it will have one large volume per year. Those already
subscribed will have their accounts credited unless otherwise instructed - Auction sales will be held
twice a year, all subscribers will receive a copy of the lots.




News Here and There

British Guiana 1949 KGVI Perf Changes

New perforation changes have appeared in the 1c, 2c, and 3c all with perforation 13 by 13, the 3c is
to be found in the little booklet now on sale containing 4 one cent, 4 two cent, and 4 three cent which
has the perforation change.

Barbados 1944 KGVI 2%.d

Official report from Barbados states that the 2%.d Hue George VI stamp was never in the colony, of
which there were 513 sheets printed. The Crown Agent disposed of nearly the whole issue to the
London dealers, which was taken off sale on the 1st April 1947 and in its place the 3d stamp in the
same design and colour was put on. This 2%.d stamp can be more or less considered a mere
specimen issued for a colony of which stamps were sold in London, but never issued in the colony
itself. Used copies can only be found by a dealer sending same from London to have postmarked to
order. It does seem very strange that the printing of the whole value should be controlled by the
Crown Agents and not a single sheet be dispatched to the island in question. This is listed in the
leading catalogues as a scarce item, commanding a good price!

Jamaica 1938 KGVI 6d Thin Paper

What might have been a most interested variety appeared on the 6d George VI value showing the
very bright colour on the back, the ink appearing to be of aniline but a careful examination under a
Quartz lamp this was found not to be aniline but merely a freak which seems to be due to the very thin
paper.

Jamaica Obliterators Pamphlet by LCC Nicholson

We are glad to say Mr. L. C. C. Nicholson has reprinted the Jamaica Obliterators section from the
Handbook of Jamaica, selling for 7/6. These obliterators of Jamaica, which form one of the most
interesting chapters in the Handbook and we are sure that this little book will be greatly stalled for by
all collectors. Those desirous can write to our address, P.O. Box 406, Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.I. or to
Mr. Nicholson at 26 Holly Grove, Peckham, London S.E. 15, and book their copy.

Jamaica 1949 KGVI 3d & £1

The new 3d blue and pound stamp of Jamaica came on sale August 15th, the sales on the £1 value
up to the present time of going to the press have not been very heavy, one of the main reasons for this
is that all the big banks in Kingston no longer use stamps, except for drafts & savings account but are
using Duplex stamping machines. The pound stamp should be quite a good item as outside of
insurance offices very little call is made for these stamps and collectors are well advised to get some
used as early as possible.

Jamaica 1949 KGVI 2d Plate 5

With the devaluing of the pound the Finance Board has started to examine mails going out of the
island for dollars. It was also of interest to note that the 2d value was again on sale in a line
perforation with a. plate setting of 5.

St. Lucia 1949 KGVI Dollar Issue

The new dollar issue appeared on sale in early October the high values being of a new design.

Grenada 1949 10s Per Variation.

Collectors from the island report that the 10/- stamp now on sale varies from the issue now circulated
in London by the Crown Agent, in that the perforations are different.
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Philatelic Handbook of Jamaica

Addenda and Corrigenda

reads "The Temporary Rubber Date Stamps 1880-1938 which should have been "1881-
1938."

should have read Mr. C. Brinkley Turner, who made contract with the U.S. enthusiast,
and last but by no means least these individual collectors who, out of the goodness of
their hearts, wrote, sent copies from the collections, or photo negatives to our
assistance.

Adelphi Known in Type 12 and not 14 only a fragmentary copy

Islington known in type 14 showing that it had an earlier P.O. opening.

Windward Road is known in type 15 as well as Type 14.

Direct Cable is known in three sizes namely 26x40 mm, 20x46 mm, and 21x43 mm,

should have read; Group 2 Offices opened 1931 to 1938. This series of Offices
provides a major puzzle.

While..... from the pattern of the "opening days" in the relevant years, all bunched
together within a month or so, and from the significant fact that the opening during this
period occurred mainly in the last quarter of the years, as well as for the other reasons
earlier adduced-Not adducted.

should have read-GROUP 3 offices now obsolete of which Nicholson did not know of
the T. R. Ds.

Mt. Industry is type 40 and not 37 as listed
Darley is Type 40 and not 37 as listed.

BOMBAY received its steel die in April 1947, but continued using the T.R. D Stamp up
to early 1948.

PEDDO PLAIN-should have been PEDRO PLAINS

Jamaica TRDs

Since finishing the Handbook a number of new T. R. Ds have been opened A similar type to T. R. D
43 has appeared, the only difference being either side of the Elliptical there is a star. The Type is
listed as T. D. 43B.

T.D. 37

Same as before, except that Tweedside is always in Red ink.

Dating on all these have been by hand.

POST OFFICE KNOWN

COLE GATE
ESSEX HALL
TWEEDSIDE

CARISBROOKE

ASHLEY
ABOUKIR

M/MENT P.O. OPENED
48x32 11th APRIL '49
43x32 13th APRIL '49
48x32 21st APRIL 49
48x32 22nd APRIL '49
48x32 1st APRIL 49
48x32 2nd AUGUST 49



T.D. 41
POST OFFICE KNOWN M/MENT P.O. OPENED
PRICKLY POLE 48x32 11th APRIL '49

Same as before, but on either side of the Elliptical there is star, always in purple.
T i |

T.D. 43
POST OFFICE KNOWN M/MENT P.O. OPENED
BROADLEAF 50x32 18th MARCH '49
WINDSOR FOREST 50x32 16th FEB. '49
TOWER ISLE 50x32 21st FEB., '49
WHITHORN 50x32 1st MARCH 49
FLOWER HILL 50x32 1st MARCH 49

CHANGE OF NAME
SALT GUT renamed BOSCOBEL

Those that have the Philatelic Handbook of Jamaica should tear this page out and insert in the book.
In the future all the latest Post Offices, Temporary Postmarks will be listed in this magazine each year.



First Flight To And From Jamaica (Part 2) By E. F. Aquilar

On the morning of the 3rd December 1930 residents in Kingston and lower St. Andrew watched the
first big Pan American Airways Flying Boat over Kingston at around 10 o’clock. Shortly after it taxied
on the harbour and landed at its moorings just off the West India Oil Company’s wharf. After landing
the Pilot stepped out carrying with him the first Air Mail bag which he quickly tossed over to one of the
P.A.A. officers who in turn handed same over to the Postmaster General of Jamaica. On arrival at the
G.P.O. all the envelopes of this first flight was backstamped in purple ink with the following words:-
"FIRST FLIGHT-Inaugurating-Air Mail Service-Jamaica, B.W.1." in four lines (As Photo).
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On the front of each envelope a cachet in purple or black ink can be found, showing a Commodore
Flying Boat passing a lighthouse, quite possible (Morro Castle in Havana, or one very similar), with the
following words "FIRST FLIGHT-AIR MAIL F. A. M. R OUTE 5 Miami Cienfuegos-Kingston" All in five
lines (As Photo).

A large number of these cachets were badly smudged and not easily read. Specimens in black ink
are not common, apparently they were the first to be stamped off, as all copies seen, had been crisp
and sharp in detail. Many of these covers were signed by the Pilot after arriving in Jamaica.

Half an hour later the big plane took off on its way to Cristobal C.Z. but carried no mails from Jamaica.
(Due to Caribbean Airways holding the franchise).

MIAMI - JAMAICA



CANAL ZONE - JAMAICA

On the northbound plane from C.Z. to Jamaica, Pilot B. L. Rowe, was at the controls of the "Sikrosky"
flying boat No. 6776, arriving in Kingston Harbour on the early afternoon of December 2, 1930 bringing
with it a good First Flight mail from the Zone, all the envelopes bearing a blue cachet showing a plane
flying over the Canal with the word "AIR MAIL-FIRST FLIGHT-CANAL ZONE TO JAMAICA" (As
Photo).

All these were again backstamped in purple at the G.P.O. with the words "FIRST FLIGHT -
Inaugurating-Air Mail Service-Jamaica, B.W.I."

JAMAICA - CANAL ZONE

There was no mail from Jamaica going North as final agreement between the Caribbean Airways Ltd.,
had not been settled, but it was hoped that this would be put right the following week. As the big plane
left on its way to Cienfuegos-Miami it carried with it a large batch of First Flight covers from Canal
Zone with a different cachet from that used to Jamaica. This cachet shows the outline, part of the
U.S.A., Central and South America, and the islands of Jamaica, Haiti and Cuba, with the route that the
plane flew from Canal Zone to Kingston-Kingston to Cienfuegos-Cienfuegos to Miami dotted out. The
Cachet is in purple, measuring 46x62 mm. All covers, are backstamped, 5th December 1930.

On the morning of the 10th December 1930 there was quite a large gathering down at Greenwich
Farm to see one of the Caribbean Airways Ltd, plane take the first air mail bag from Jamaica to
Santiago. Cuba. His Excellency the Governor made a short speech and handed the bag over to
Captain Holland who was in charge of the Moth plane, which sharply at 8.30 left its mooring and taxied
a few hundred yards on the water before taking off. Accompanying Capt. Holland was a reporter from
the Gleaner Co., who gave a detailed account of the passage to and from Santiago a few days later in
the local press.

On the trip up to Santiago heavy winds were encountered, hereby causing the journey to be nearly
three hours.



