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The Case Of The Missing Perfs Or The Lament 

 
The day was damp and dusty, the spring showers had set in; lightning flashed across the sky, and the 
atmosphere was heavy with mystery. Mr. P. E. R. Frame, C.I.D., F.B.I., S.Y., that illustrious faker, 
landed on this tropical paradise; he had come to begin his investigation on the case of the Missing 
Perfs. 

He entered the nearest Bar, ordered a large rum and commenced his investigation immediately. There 
he knew he could get all the information he needed, also a lot he didn’t too. 

Sitting at the next table was Mr. Watermark of Watermark & Street Unlimited. This was luck. Well 
surely, for they had been the originators of the Missing Perfs. 

"Good morning Mr. Watermark," Mr. Frame began. "What a busy little bee you’ve been lately, what 
with elections, Christmas, the egg and spoon races, and didn’t you have something to do with the 
Missing Perfs?" 

"Well, actually we did," he said, "but that was back in October, issued on the 10th, 1949, they were, 
sometime ago now." 

Mr. Frame was elated, here was his first clue. 

On the morning of October 10th at 8 a.m. the first of the Missing Perfs was sold by the P.M.G. (known 
to his intimate friends as-er-Inky) to the first man in a queue stretching several miles. 

"That’s funny," said Mr. Frame, ’I was only in the Island around September 30 and was assured they 
were unknown." 

"That is odd. I simply must tell Mr. C. Agent he will be amused to hear that one. 

"Now take Bermuda, they really do things in style, with a special Department that takes care of oil 
Philatelic maniacs-they also indulge in such frivolities as cachets, covers for special issues and things 
that collectors go frantic over, and do such daring deeds to get. Of course, such out of the way places 
as the Leeward Islands can’t be expected to have reached this standard yet. Then you see they start 
their Christmas rush in September, or why else is it that orders placed there in that month cannot be 
delivered until January 20. Oh yes! Perhaps if their Christmas mail gets any greater they’ll, take out a 
printed form to this effect. Think of the saving of copies in triplicate. Actually, I’ll be continuing my 
investigation there tomorrow; it’s only 2¾ hours by a ir. Will you have dinner with me when I return in 
the evening?" 

13‰ x 14‰ hours later, Mr. Frame was interviewing a most important witness. It was that illusive 
gentleman Mr. Fiscal of the renowned legal Fiscal & Judicial. He had been run to earth at last in the 
courts of Justice; here he was balancing his books with red tape. From his expression business was 
excellent. Why shouldn’t it be? With the pound devalued and certain Islands depriving a revenue as 
great as 65% of their total from the sale of stamps. 

Why, Mr. Frame wanted to know, was there this reluctance to sell these articles to buyers without first 
causing them as much inconvenience as it was possible. Even Mr. Fiscal could not answer this one, 
but then who can? 

It was now evening, an exotic tropical night (see your Travel Agency for further descriptions). Mr. 
Frame was listening to a fascinating calypso sung by Dela, Mr. Street’s secretary. He had been 
questioning her earlier on the collecting of material in the West Indies. 

"Oh", she told him, it we manage wonderfully with the new sarongs. Of course, grass skirts were never 
popular, neither are the unobliging morons who give the West Indies such a bad name with the 
customers, fortunately these are very few and on the whole the West Indies are popular. Even though 
there is not a grass skirt to be seen either! " 

She giggled coyly. 

"It’s a ticklish subject!" 

With a sigh Mr. Frame close his album, it was January 10th, 1950, and at midnight the case of the 
missing Perfs was withdrawn forever. 

Do you think this is a fairy story? Perhaps, it is, perhaps it isn’t!
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News Here And There 
Jamaica- � Defence Regulations Seal 

On December 8th, 1949 the Finance Board stopped examining letters going to the Dollar countries. 
During the three months previously, the Board had opened letters which were suspected of containing 
dollars, after which they were sealed by an Official label (3x2) showing the coat of arms of the 
Governor of Jamaica at the top with G on one side and R on the other, and with the following wording 
in three lines: 

"Opened, Examined and resealed by proper Officer under the Jamaica-Defence 
(Finance) Regulations." 

These items are not easily seen, as most of them went out of the Island, and collectors are only too 
anxious to get hold of same. 

During the past few months, a number of new temporary Post Offices have been opened. The most 
interesting has been "Lookout" which uses a double lined circle of 37 M.M. The following is the list of 
new Post Offices opened in the last three months. 

 

Jamaica � TRDs 

T.D. 17 A 
This is the first occasion that one of the new T.R.D.’s has been similar to the earlier issue. Lookout is 
the same type of double ring as Myers Wharf, except that it has a larger circle 7 M.M. and the date 
hand stamped across the middle. The Lettering is 3 M.M, high and always in purple ink. 

Name of Post Office M/Ment P.O. Opened. 

LOOKOUT 37 Sept. 1, 1949 

   

T.D. 37 

Name of Post Office M/Ment P.O. Opened. 

BAILEYS VALE 48x32 Nov. 11, 1949. 

CONTENT GAP 48x32 Nov. 16, 1949. 

GLANVILLE 48x32 Nov. 7, 1949. 

MT. AIRY 48x32 Nov. 8, 1949. 

TRANQUILITY 48x32 Nov. 11, 1949. 

SANDY RIVER 48x32 Nov. 14, 1949. 

T.D. 38 A 
A similar type to T.D. 37 but the letters are much wider apart and larger. A double Elliptical with entire 
ring with a star either side. Always in purple ink. Dating by Handstamp as usual. 

 

Name of Post Office M/Ment P.O. Opened. 

LEEDS 48x32 Nov. 2, 1949. 

T.D. 41 A 
A double line Elliptical. The name of the Post Office and the word Jamaica are in the same type of 
lettering as TD 37 A. but without inner circle. Star at the either side of the Elliptical. 

Name of Post Office M/Ment P.O. Opened. 

CALDWELL 48x32 Nov. 7, 1949. 

NOTE: The spelling should have been CAULDWELL. 
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T.D. 43 

   

Name of Post Office M/Ment P.O. Opened. 

JOHNSON MTN 50x30 Nov. 10, 1949. 

 

British Guiana � 1949 KGVI 2c Perforation 

It is interesting to note that the 2c British Guiana has reverted back to the old perforation of 12‰ x 12‰ 
and already from reports this stamp is quite scarce in obtaining. The control plate setting is 5, which 
was the same as the 13x13. 

 

Jamaica Vernam Field American Base 

January 2 this year, the American Base was handed over to the Jamaican Government, who had 
purchased all stock and accessories plus buildings, runways, and equipment. The postmarks used at 
Vernam Field as it was known, ceased on this day. Up to the present, Sandy Gully is open for local 
residents there who need Postal facilities. This Post Office, it is expected, will be turned into a Postal 
Agency. 

 

Jamaica 1949 KGVI 5s Comb Perf 

The 5/- comb perforation 13 has caused quite a flutter among Philatelists in this Island. Early in 
December, it is stated that the P.M.G. received 416 half sheets at which time they were distributed to 
all the smaller Post Offices in Kingston and lower St. Andrew. These Post Offices were handling very 
heavy consignments of parcels going to the U.S., Canada and the U.K. Very nearly all theses stamps 
were used on packages, and only a small and limited amount found there were obtained by the 
collectors in this Island. This item if not reprinted, will be one of the scarcest of the George VI stamps 
for Jamaica, and is quite easily picked out from the other issues by the bluish paper, and also the 
perforations at the top of the frame. 

Early in 1948, a block 8 of these 5/- stamps were purchased and on being carefully measured just 
recently were found to be of a perforation 13.75 x 14. The colour being very heavy orange. I am quite 
sure that this intermediate perforation must have been on sale a little while in Jamaica, and it does 
seem extraordinary that collectors have not yet reported same. 

 

Jamaica & Barbados 1949 KGVI 2‰d Blue Shades 

A large amount of envelopes were recently purchased in this Island among which were the 2‰d blue 
on first day cover and the 2‰d ultramarine of Barbados. There is absolutely no hesitation in picking 
out these two shades under the Quartz Lamp and there must have been quite a quantity of the blue 
used from Barbados. 

---------------------------------- 

 

WANTED: Jamaica T.R.D postmarks also any Jamaica Postal History items. 
J. D. Fielding, 211 Earlham Road, Norwich, England. 

 

WANTED: Jamaica used key plate and Llandovery Falls wanted by the hundreds.  
Best prices paid. Also T.R.D’s of Bahamas. 
E. F. Aguilar, P.O. Box 406, Kingston. Ja., B.W.I. 

 

WANTED: B.W.I. Stamps. Will trade U.S. mint or used. 
J. P. Jenkins, 3915 Pacific Way, Longview, Washington, U.S.A. 
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Postmarks Of The Bahamas 

Early types were AO 5; 27 and 29, all similar in design to S.G. type 2 used abroad; and B as type 14. 
Later, various types of B; and R in circle (registered). 

Modern slogan postmarks seen: 

• The Switzerland of Bahamas ELEUTHERA (In three lines). 

• Air Mail Saves Time (in two lines with aeroplane in between).  

• Come to Nassau Bahamas Ideal Tourist Resort (in three lines) 

• Nassau Tourist Season (in two lines). 

 

TOWN POSTMARKS & ISLAND ON WHICH SITUATED 
Town Island 
Abraham Point Mayaguana 
Abraham Bay Mayaguana 
Acklin’s Island Acklin’s 
Alice Town Bimini 
Arthur’s Town Cat 
Bannerman Town Eleuthera 
Behring Point Andros 
Bimini Bimini 
Bluff Cat 
Burnt Ground Long 
Cat Cay Cat Cay 
Cherokee Sound Abaco 
Chester  
Clarence Hill Long 
Clarence Town Long 
Colonel Hill Crooked 
Coopers Town Abaco 
Cornwall Abaco 
Deadman’s Cay Long 
Deep Creek Eleuthera 
Devil’s Point Cat 
Dundas Town  
Eight Mile Rock Grand Bahama 
Fairfield  
Farmers Creek  
Fox Hill New Province 
Fresh Cay Andros 
George Town Great Exuma 
Governor’s Harbour Eleuthera 
Grants Town Nassau, N.P. 
Grays  
Great Guano Cay Abaco 
Gregory Town Eleuthera 
Green Turtle Cay.. Abaco 
Harbour Island Harbour 
Hatchet Bay Abaco 
Hope Town Abaco 
Inagua Inagua 
Industrious Hill Cat 
James’ Cistern Eleuthera 
Kemps Bay Andros 
Knowles Cat 
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Town Island 
Knowles Cat 
Landrail Point Crooked 
Lignum Vitae Cay Berry 
Little Bay Current 
Long Bay Cays Andros 
Long Cay Fortune 
Lower Bogue Eleuthera 
Mangrove Cay Andros 
Man-o-War Cay Abaco 
Marsh Harbour Abaco 
Mastic Point Andros 
Mayaguana Mayaguana 
Millville  
Moss Town  
Mount Thompson  
Nassau New Providence 
Nicoll’s Town Andros 
Norman’s Castle  
Old Bight Cat 
Old Place  
Palmetto Point Eleuthera 
Pine Ridge G.B. Grand Bahama 
Pirate’s Well Mayaguana 
Pompay Bay  
Port Howe Cat 
Pure Gold Andros 
Ragged Island Ragged 
Rock Sound Eleuthera 
Rolle Town Great Exuma 
Rolleville Great Exuma 
Roses Long 
Rum Cay Rum Cay 
Sandy Point  
San Salvador Watling 
Savannah Sound Eleuthera 
Sea Floor Self Explanatory 
Shirley Street New Providence’ 
Simms Long 
Snug Corner  
South Palmetto 
Point 

Eleuthera 

Spanish Wells Harbour 
Spring Point Acklin’s 
Stanyard Creek Andros 
Steventon Great Exuma 
Sweeting’s Cay Grand Bahama 
Tarpum Bay Eleuthera 
The Bight Cat 
The Current Harbour 
The Ferry Great Exuma 
Thurston  
True Blue  
Watlings Watling 
Wemyss Bight Eleuthera 
West End Grand Bahama 
Williams Town Exuma 

(By kind permission of Mr. W. L. Freshwater).
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First Flights To And From Jamaica 1931 To 1938 By E . F. Aguilar  

Early December 1930, a new flight was started between Venezuela-Kingston-Miami and a few covers 
are known from Venezuela to Kingston, Ja. that were not cacheted, but each of the envelopes were 
signed by the Pilot and co-Pilot who were Mr. Wallace D. Culbertson, the Pilot and Master of Pan 
American Seaplane-NC 669 M. and W. S. Doxey Pilot of Pan American Amphibian - NC 145 M. 
Envelopes are postmarked in Venezuela on December 5 arriving in Kingston on the 8th December at 
8 a.m. at the General Post Office. I have no information as to the flights done to Venezuela whether 
special cachets were ever issued or if the covers that were sent bore any marks for the first flight. 

The Christmas trade being very brisk in Kingston 1930 whisky ran very short in the City, and one 
wholesale firm chartered the Caribbean Airways Ltd. seaplane to fly to Black River and back, where a 
cargo of whisky was loaded and brought to Kingston. This was the first occasion that air freight was 
carried from the airports to Kingston. 

The New Year started with an announcement by the General Post Office that air mail letters could be 
posted to London. Letters would go by air up to New York, and then link with one of the big Trans-
Atlantic liners to Southampton. Air rates were 2/½d per half oz. 

On January 9, 1931 the great movie "Hells Angels" opened in Jamaica, and the Caribbean Airways 
Ltd. Moth was engaged to do stunts during the evening. A few nights later this Moth crashed and was 
beyond repair. 

The big event of the year was the arrival of the S.S. Oropesa on which H.R.H. the Prince of Wales and 
his younger brother Prince George (late Duke of Kent) were on board. Kingston gave them a 
wonderful welcome. Their Royal Highnesses spent nearly two days around St. Andrew and Kingston, 
in which time they saw and did a great deal. (Although this was a great historical event to the Island, it 
is of no Philatelic value, as there were no Postmarks to commemorate this). 

One of the most important new links in Pan American Airways was the opening of the service between 
New York and Bogota. There must have been a number of covers carried on this flight, which was 
early June 1931, but I have only the return flight from Bogota to Kingston which was on the 18th of 
June 1931. The cachet on the envelopes were always in black measuring 60x35 M.M. and showing 
the outline of the American coast, the Island of Cuba, Jamaica, and the outline and part of the coast of 
Central and South America, with the air route marked out in black lines from New York to Miami 
across Cuba to Kingston, then on to Barranquilla and Finally to Bogota. At the bottom of each cachet 
the following words are in four lines:- 

"PRIMER-CORREO AEREO-DIRECTO-COLOMBIA-EEUU." (See Photo). 

 
NEW YORK - MIAMI - JAMAICA - BOGOTA 

 
 


