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Virgin Islands ï 1952 1c Re-Entry 

 

A nice re-entry which does not appear to have been published before was kindly brought to my 
attention recently by Lt.-Col. H. C. Mason. 

It is to be found on the 1¢ King George issue of 1952 (S.G. 136) and occurs on stamp No. 45, i.e., 
the 5th stamp of the bottom row, the sheets being of five rows of ten stamps. 

The re-entry is visible as a duplication of the horizontal lines of the whole lower part of the stamp 
below the level of the base of the tower. The shift of the transfer roll was evidentl y vertically 
downward, with the result that only the horizontal lines are affected. This can be seen in the lower 
lines of shading of the sky, the sea, the shadow lines below "1" and "CENT", the lettering 
"SOMBRERO LIGHTHOUSE" and "VIRGIN ISLANDS". The thickened appearance of the two lines 
at the bottom is also quite noticeable. 

The re-entry occurs on all sheets seen, including some from the first printing.  
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The Trinidad 1956 1c Surcharge  

Beware Forgeries 

 

Genuine Top and Forgery 

 

It was inevitable that the crude workmanship of the surcharge, combined with the high premium 
over face value of this stamp, would invite the swift action of the forgers, an event for which 
stamp dealers were well prepared. Some specimens which do not conform to the appeara nce of 
those known to have come from the Trinidad Post Office have now come on the market and in 
the absence of proof to the contrary must be assumed to be forgeries.  

The originals, although poorly printed, have certain characteristics which make them more  
difficult to imitate than would at first appear. We will confine ourselves to describing those 
differences which can readily be seers and which are sufficient to put collectors on their guard.  

The main features, as shown in the illustration, are: 

¶ GENUINE Height of letters; under 2½ mm The letters are squat in shape, more 
noticeably the "E"s and the "N"s. The "E"s have long, thin arms.  

¶ FORGERY - Height of letters; about 2¾ mm The "N"s and "E"s have a taller appearance 
and all their strokes are of even thickness. 

It is clear that the forgery has been printed from a fount of type which is not found in any part of 
the genuine setting. 

Our publishers, foreseeing the need, took the pre-caution of placing their guarantee mark on all 
specimens sold by them. 

 

 

Quantities 

Official letter from the Ministry of Communications and Works and Public Utilities, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, states that due to the extreme shortage of the 1c stamp an overprint was done, and these 
overprints were put on sale on the 20th of December, for 5½ hours. The sale of this overprint was 
restricted to Port of Spain, General Post Office only, the total printing was 540,000 2c stamps 
overprinted of which a total of 81,840 stamps were sold to the general public. The balance of 
458,160 were destroyed except for a small number for official records. 
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Notes Here And There 

Bahamas TRDs 

Lt. Col. F. F. Seiffert, U.S.A.F. advises "I have Bahamas T.R.D. Type B1 Man-of-War Cay dated 
May 19, 1951 also Lower Deadman's Cay dated Apr. 11, 1949 in purple.  

 

The Editor has found a single ring T.R.D. of a Bahamas Inagua in black dated June 3, '20.  

 

Jamaica ï Spaldings TRD 

In Jamaica the T.R.D. for Spaldings is dated 11 Mar. 1955." 

 

Cayman Is ï Ovpt on Jamaica 

 

Mr. Walt Green of Davenport, Iowa, is the owner of the rare item shown above. Many years ago this 
item was obtained from a selection of common B.W.I. material-among which this Cayman Island 
item was found. At the time Mr. Green did little about this, but finally decided to try to trace its 
history. 

 

Jamaica ï TRDs 

Many changes and new T.R.D's have been recorded in the past month: 

¶ Flamstead Garden now 
in purple 1/6  

¶ Seven Miles Kingston 
April 2, 1957 Type 37d in purple 1/6  

¶ Bull Head Clarendon
 1/6  

¶ Rocky Point Clarendon
 1/6  

 

Four new Temporary. Rubber date marks have recently been opened:- 

¶ Bull Head - Clarendon  

¶ Seven Miles - Kingston  

¶ Rocky Point - Clarendon  

¶ Santa Maria - Clarendon 

¶ While Flamstead Gardens can now be found in purple ink. 
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Jamaica ï KB Turner Auction in NY 

U.S.A. On February 27, a fine lot of Jamaica items were auctioned. Prices throughout were high and 
a number of items were from the late L. C. C. Nicholsonôs collection. 

 

 

Jamaica ï Urwick Auction 

LONDON Auction sale on May 19th at Robson Lowe offers Dr. Urwicks Jamaica collection featuring 
pre-stamp covers, the early Jamaica postmarks, Great Britain used in Jamaica, and a good 
selection of Jamaica material . up to the moderns. This sale will be reported in the next magazine 
with the prices realised. 

BWI ï Caspary Auction 

NEW YORK The 9th sale of the famous Alfred H. Casparys collection will take place on May 14/15. 
The collection of B.W.I. stamps will be disposed of, and this includes some high class material, and  
this magazine will give a more. detailed list of the prices realised.- 

 

Bermuda ï Three Power Talks Rubber Stamp 

President Eisenhower and Prime Minister MacMillan in the recent talks held at Hamilton, Bermuda, 
a rubber stamp was applied to all letters going through the mail. A small amount of special 
envelopes were used with the Three Power Talk stamps. Covers can be obtained at 5/- each. 

 

Rose Titford 

LONDON Messrs. H. E..Wingfield & Co. advises that Miss Rose Titford joined the firm on March 
16th. Miss Titford will be well remembered as being associated with the Royal for the past years, 
and specialized on the old Classical stamps of the world. 

 

Tel Aviv Israel National Stamp Exhibition 

ISRAEL Tel Aviv Israel National Stamp Exhibition will be held at Tel Aviv on September 17 -23. 

 

Adhesives Difficult to Obtain 

B.W.I. Each month four stamps will be listed which have turned out to be extremely difficult in 
these parts in obtaining. The most difficult at present is the 1/- Turks Island ochre (SG 202 used). 
Followed closely by Jamaica 2d Edward SG 57 used. While the short "T" varieties fo r the 
Bahamas are very difficult items to obtain. Collectors are well advised to look for these.  

. 

French Colonies Study Circle 

A, Study Circle has 'been formed for those interested in French Colonies, and anyone interested 
can contact Lee F. Goerth, 386 East York St., Akron (10), Ohio. USA. Or R. G. Stone, Box 21, 
Accokeek, Maryland. USA.  
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Commonwealth News Letter 

 by J. E. Metcatfe 

I was sorry that I could not keep my comments back a few days longer last month, for on the 13th 
of February the Crown Agents were making two releases. Incidentally, it should be explained, that 
though certain dates of release are given in the Crown Agents Bulletin each month, stamps are 
not actually sent out until the following day, and then a couple of more elapse before th ey come 
into my possession. 

Anyhow the two releases referred to were for Bermuda, 2/6 and 10/- and Ceylon 4c and 5c. The 
latter can be dismissed in a couple of words, for there was no change, but the Bermuda release 
produced one of the most outstanding shades, which will go into the Common-wealth Catalogue. 
The first printing of the 10/- was of a quite dark blue, but this has now been replaced by a printing, 
where we get a light greyish blue, resulting in a shade variety about as distinct as they ever come.  
As I have already remarked, it will be catalogued, and no other shade is more worthy of y a place. 
It is said that no two pair of eyes see quite alike, which is the reason why I appointed a panel of 
expert philatelists, to pass judgment on all Crown Agents releases, and to give their findings in the 
Commonwealth courier. This feature is becoming more popular every day, for there was a real 
need of something of the kind. What good is it to be told that such and such a stamp is lighter or 
darker, etc.? The information wanted by those who cannot see new printings, is to what extent 
there is the difference. If a different shade, is it good enough to be worthwhile taking up?  

Anyhow the panel given an "A" to the latest Bermuda 10/- which means catalogue. The next 
release was on the 20th February. This time it was Somaliland 5c, 10c, 15c, 20c, 30c, 35c, 50c 
and Swaziland 3d Not much here, though the latter stamp is rather a nice shade, with the frame 
having run from a rose-red to rose-carmine. The panel has given it a "B" (Worth Catalogue 
consideration) but I have not yet made up my mind about it. As for Somaliland, the 30c was the 
best of this lot, being of a deeper brown somewhat, but we can dismiss this release.  

Not so the two West Indian releases of the 27th. First there was a printing of the ½c, 4c, 60, 120 
and 14c values for Dominica. The latter four were just as before, but the ½c showed considerable 
shade difference, for not only was the brown lighter, but there was a certain amount of yellow in 
the make up. Another "B" classification. 

Finally we come to St. Vincent, four values were reprinted, 1c, 5c, 25c and $1. We can ignore three 
of them, but the 25c is a nice shade indeed. A good "A". The original printing was of a deep sepia, 
but this has changed to black-sepia, and you will certainly see this variety in the next 
Commonwealth edition. 

This concludes the new printings for this month, but I would like to comment on an article which 
appeared in the March West End Philatelist, on the Antigua King George VI set. The editor of this 
very fine house organ, reviewed the printings of the various values, and he had an important 
comment to make about the 1½d. According to the Two Reigns, there are only two shades. The red-
brown and the lake-brown. In the Commonwealth you get three and in this order chocolate, lake-
brown and red-brown. The lake-brown is catalogued at several shillings, and this is what many 
collectors have paid for the relatively common red-brown which is being sold as the real thing. The 
first printing was not red-brown, but the last printing was, and collectors are warned not to be 
palmed off with the last printing which, as I have stated, is being sold for the real thing.  

Since my last notes, there have been plenty of happenings, which have kept collectors of British 
Commonwealth stamps of today, really on their toes, and from what I hear there will be no peace yet 
awhile. 

Malaya has been well in the picture, for after it was believed that there would only be a single set to 
replace the eleven at present current, along came the news that apart from four values which all the 
States would use, they would have individual sets as well. The designs would be the same, but the 
portraits, (except Negri Semblian, which does not believe in depicting human beings,  pity others do 
not follow suit) would be those of the respective rulers. 

Already the four National Stamps are out, and the corresponding values in what were the current 
sets are now off sale. More than one writer has referred to these Malayan stamps, how popular they 
had become and I think the reason was that there were many outstanding shades (which collectors 
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in the main like) and this did the trick. Anyhow what-ever the reason the stamps are popular, and I 
took care to list the shades in the Commonwealth Catalogue. 

The Great 'Britain stamps overprinted for Morocco Agencies, and the Persian Gulf, have also been 
in the picture. It will take time for all these to be sorted out, but without a doubt some of the stamps 
which only had a life of a week or two, will prove good property indeed. As is known, the Tangier set 
was overprinted Tangier 1857-1957 to commemorate the centenary of the British Post Office in that 
city. Early releases of the 2/6, 5/- and 10/- values had one stamp (second on the ninth row) with the 
hyphen between the dates missing. 

The Post Office in London, which was supplying the stamps, soon got on to it, and the omission was 
corrected. Even in Tangier itself, the stamps with the variety, were held back. Sets in blocks of four 
are being offered at fancy money, though I very much doubt if they will prove worth what is being 
asked. 

Yet more excitement has come from the overprinted set for Ghana. Within a day or two of it being 
placed on sale, the Crown Agents were sold out of the 10/- value. More were ordered from Ghana, 
and these were also cleared in quick style. I hear that the new Dominion refuses to send any more, 
and another printing is on order, but it will take some time for it to be ready. Itôs not just a case of 
overprinting, the stamps themselves will have to be printed as well, and already the 2/- and 10/-are 
off sale in London. There is no need to panic, and if fancy prices are asked, they had better be left 
alone, for sooner or later further supplies will become available. Incidental ly, there is no danger of 
the colour of the overprint being changed. At present it is black on a black background, but it will 
remain thus. 

New Zealand has not been without its limelight. Supplies of the 1/3d value arrived recently in dark 
blue and yellow, instead of black and yellow (it has just been discovered how scarce the 3/6 on 3/6 
is, of the same "ARMS" type) and how we hear that the change was not authorized, and the printing 
concerned was only a small one, which will not be repeated. These blue and yellows are not easy to 
spot', for the blue used is so deep. There may be one or two knocking about which have not been 
noticed. 

At long last there is official news about the new Zanzibar set. It has been known for some time that 
one was being printed, but only now are we told officially. I hear it will be out in about three months. 
It will be pictorial and of the same values as the current set. 

A word about the Trinidad 1¢ "Provisional" is called for in view of the incorrect figures, which have 
been given prominence, regarding the number overprinted and sold. We read that 60,000 copies 
were overprinted and 10,000 copies not sold. I never believed this story, and now I am told officially 
that not only were over half a million overprinted but 81,000 were sold. The balance we are told 
were destroyed in February, but once the stamps were on sale, and with so many available, I cannot 
understand why such efforts were made to limit the sale, for it meant that collectors overseas, who 
buy the bulk of Trinidad stamps, have had to pay through the nose to get any. 

Finally, I hope you got a copy of the latest printing of the Bermuda 10/- which I have already 
mentioned. I read where it was suggested that the shade difference might come from the fact that 
the plates had not been cleaned well. Don't think I have ever heard such nonsense, in connection 
with stamps. Just compare the original printing with the latest to see for yourselves.  

Regarding West Indian stamps, does anyone know if one set will replace those now current  when 
Federation comes? My bet is that all the Colonies will want their own, as did the Malayan States.  
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Jamaica -- Dr. Turners Collection at Auction 

Dr. Turners Collection was auctioned on February 26th by H. R. Harmers Inc. in New York and 
several items are worth recording:- 

¶ G.B. used in Jamaica cover with 6d lilac Savanna-la-Mar with AO1 Kingston dated 8.23.58 
SG J167-L12. sold for $ 42:50  

¶ G.B. used in Jamaica-St. Ann's Bay A73 4d rose on cover neat cover addressed to 
Alexandria S G J160-L14. sold for $ 45:00  

¶ SPECIMEN-Watermark Pineapple 1/- brown, reddish shade showing very distinct double 
impression EX L.C.C. Nicholson collection sold for $ 33:00  

¶ Balance of SPECIMENS with Imperf. in the first issue for Jamaica 25 stamps with 
manuscript sold for $ 67:00  

¶ Imperf. 1d, 2d, 4d, 6d and 1/- Pineapple Issue all fresh and fine $110:00 

¶ 1d blue diagonal half on cover with BPA certificate $ 30:00 

¶ 6d pine deep lilac beautiful shade-fresh $ 60:00  

¶ Collection of specimens some also overprinted cancelled 25 items some very scarce E 
$35 sold for $ 62:50  

¶ 2/- CC Imperforate very fine. Sold for $ 75:00  

¶ 2/- CA red brown Imperf. with certificate went for $ 60:00  

¶ Llandovery Falls 1d red lower part of stamp distinctly double printed sold for $ 80:00 

¶ Slavery stamp with specimen overprint $ 42:00 

¶ Jubilee booklet with four panes $ 42:00  

 

B.W.I. Auction Of The Caspary Collection 

The ninth sale of the famous Caspary collection went on auction at H. R. Harmer Inc., New York 
on May 14th and 15th, and realized $89,859:00 (£32,092). Some of the most outstanding items 
were the wonderful lot of British Guianas. The top price of the sale was paid for beautiful copy of 
the 1856 Typeset 4¢ black on blue tied on a piece for $7,000 (Catalogue valuation $4,000 see 
illustration). Of the same issue the 4¢ black on magenta brought $1,600 (Catalogue $600).  

Among the 1850 cotton reels the 4c black on orange cut into on small piece sold for $1,300 
(Catalogue $4,000). The famous Bermuda Post Master Provisional prepared by W. B. Perot the 
Post Master of Hamilton between 1848 and 1854 which catalogued $3,000 brought $4,200 and 
$5,200. The first in black and bluish and the other in red. Jamaica mint blocks of the pineapple of 
the 1860-1863 issue 4d orange went for £75 (Catalogue £48) 6d value block 4 was sold for £67. 
10/- (Catalogued £40). Single copy of the 6d deep purple (Catalogued £25.) sold for £37. 10/-. 

For St. Vincent there were some extremely fine material. The 1866 per. 14-16 1/- slate grey block 
of four sold for Z187. 10/- (Catalogue £88.) In the 1866 issue perf. 11-12½ 4d deep blue block of 
four sold for Z135. (Catalogue Z80.) 1886-89 issue ½d orange sold for £107. 10/- (Catalogue 
£65.) While the 6d bright green a block of 6 tiny thinning sold for £135. (Catalogue £72.) A superb 
used copy of Trinidad Lady McLeod 5c was sold for £570 (Catalogued £200) The 1852 first 
printing 1d blue on yellow, originating in Venezuela was sold at £170. (Catalogued £120). Turks 
Island 1873-79 issue the 1/-yellow sold for the very handsome price of £295. (Catalogue £150). 
While the used copy went for £80. (Catalogue £75). The total amount realised for the first 9 of  the 
16 Caspary auction sales now amount to £628,082. 
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Jamaica -- How Do You Spell Savanna-La-Mar? 

What's in the spelling of a name? Well, when it comes to a certain town on the south shore of 
Jamaica, everything. After consulting various authorities, I feel hesitant even to mention the name of 
the town, for to do so involves spelling it - and which way should I spell it? 

Let's out the Gordian knot and rely on the official JAMAICA Post Office Guide of January, 1952. In 
that repository of bureaucratic wisdom, the town before which I hesitate is spelled Savanna-la-Mar. 

Am I now permitted to begin to confuse you? For when I turn to the Jamaica Automobile 
Association's splendid map of the island, what do I find? Savanna La Mar. No hyphens! The same 
excellent map carries a small inset, where it's spelled Savannalamar. No less! 

Let us now turn to the Advanced Atlas of the great Bartholomew of Glasgow, the Empire's 
acknowledged authority on Empire names. There is it Savanna La Mar. Then I consult the U. S. 
authority, the old Century Atlas, where it appears as Savanna-la-Mar. Then to the children's superb 
encyclopedia, the World Book, which says its Savannala-Mar. Are you confused? Nave another rum 
(hyphen or no hyphen?) collins, for we've just started. 

Let us now enter the philatelic holy-of-holies, the postmarks which Jamaica itself has used for its 
most misspelled town. And what do we find as the first postmark ever used? 

Turn to the excellent Jamaica Handbook (Collett-Edwards-Morton-Nicholson) and what do we see 
illustrated on page 187 but SAVLAMAR, the first type of town mark used on the island.  But the 
Handbook notes, Page 190, that Type 1 appears as Savanna-La-Mar, as well as type 2 and 
presumably Type 3. 'the first post town postmark, P- in to the hand-book sees a shift in spelling to 
SAVANNAH-LA-MAR (first appearance of the "h") from 1840 to 1849. 

The Handbook notes the P4 single ring postmark SAVANNA-LA-MAR, dated 1865 (page 195), and 
this spelling persists in single-rings through 1884 and 1891 on marks I have seen. But hold on, for in 
1885 I have a single-ring SAV-LA-MAR. 

Permit me to continue to confound everybody. SAVANNALAMAR (no hyphens whatsoever) appears 
in a double-ring in 1893 and 1895. And then we have SAVANNAH-LA-MAR, double-ring, from 1910 
to 1919 on stamps I have seen. 

On current postmarks, I've seen SAV-LA-MAR, 1950 to date, on Type 11, and SAVLAMAR since 
1949 on the same type. Also SAVANNA-LA-MAR since 1954 on the new double-rings (Nb). 

Just in case you feel a little uncertain by now on how to spell the town's name, let me refer you to 
some registry labels. For example, on a 1950 cover we see SAVANAH-LA MAR (one "n" and one 
hyphen); then in 1953, SAVANAH-LA-MAR; and then, to and behold, in 1955 we run across 
Savannala Mar, which must hold some record for originality. 

Just in case we're not sufficiently obfuscated, permit me to close this exercise in orthographic 
anarchy with these quotations from our own Mr. Aguilar, listing postmarks in the B.W.I. Philatelist:  

¶ Type B, Savannah la Mar (March 1951, page 49).  

¶ Type 11, Sav-la-mar (June 1951, page 64).  

¶ Type 9, Sav-la-mar (June 1951, page 63.) 

¶ Type 9, Sav-la-mar (June 1951, page 63). 

¶ Types 9 and 11, Sav-la-Mar (September 1951, page 15.)  

¶ Types 6 and 8A, Savannah la Mar (September 19-A, page 15.)  

It seems to be a case in which you pays your penny and takes your choice. And what choices! I 
counted 14, and undoubtedly there are other variations. 
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Rules And Regulations For The Mail Auction. 

1. Lots must be sold to the highest bidder without reserve.  

2. All bidding is by mail. There are no floor bids. Bids will be kept confidential.  

3. Lots may be inspected prior to the date of sale at our office. No individual lots will be sent 
overseas. Bids from new customers must be accompanied by a deposit or reference.  

4. Postage and Insurance will be extra.  

5. Material purchased by mail auction is not on approval. Lots, how- ever, not correctly described 
may be returned promptly.  

6. Every item is guaranteed genuine, unless otherwise stated. Claim for any lot proving otherwise 
must be made within 3 weeks.  

7. Listing of Catalogue value has been done from Stanley Gibbons and Commonwealth 
Catalogues.  

8. Closing date is Sept. 10 '57. 

 

 BRITISH GUIANA  

 A selection of the earlier types all used SG 43-86  

Lot 1  107, 44, 87-46, 113, 55, 103, 90 and 164 with specimen. 12 stamps from 
poor to fine. Cat. value £12. plus  

£3. 10/- 

Lot 2  Set 1882 used 1888/9 1¢ to 10¢ overprint and 2c on 2c ~, 1 192. The 
1889/90 1c to 48¢ no shades and 10 on $1 to $4. Total 27 stamps all used 
except for 2. Cat. 90/-  

£2. 

Lot 3  Collection of mint and used from 1890 up to 1937 Mint or used. A good lot 
52 stamps 20 unused. Cat. £6. 10/-  

£2. 15/- 

Lot 4  Collection of mainly used from 1934 issue up to 72c value Jubilee, 
Coronation George VI to $3 Mint and used. Peace sets, UPU set, 
University Cat. £5. a good lot of moderns 46 stamps of which only 6 are 
unused.  

£2. 2/- 

 BRITISH HONDURAS  

Lot 5  Overprint 50c on 1/- SG 30 mint and well centred Cat. £25.  £.14. 

Lot 6  Collection of Q.V. mint and used many overprints from 1882 issue. The 
1891 issue up to 24c including some Revenue overprints. Cat. £.8. plus 26 
stamps of which 5 are used. A very fine lot.  

£4. 4/-. 

Lot 7  Collection of Edwards, George V to 50c value Wars and George VI to $2 to 
University issue a Collectors lot of 82 stamps of which 40 are mint. Cat. £9. 
plus.  

£4. 10/-. 

 CAYMAN ISL.  

Lot 8  Lot of Q.V. and Edwards to 1/4d 1908 a good lot of 23 stamps 9 used 
including 1/- CA SG 12. Cat. £9,  

£4. - -. 

Lot 9  George V 1912 to 1/- War 192½6 to 5/- value Mint and used Cat. £.10. plus 
of which 8 stamps used.  

£5. 

Lot 10  1932 set to 3d mint and used 1935 to 1/- mint and used Corona- tion. 
George VI 1935 used to 10/- 51 set used to 10/- a few Q.E. Cat. £10. plus 
49 stamps used.  

£5. 5/-. 

 DOMINICA  

Lot 11  Q.V. 1874 to 1887 with one overprint 14 stamps 5 used Cat. £ 13. plus a 
fresh lot. 4d 6d and 1/- 1887/29 also 4d 1886 used.  

£7. 
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Lot 12  1903 issue odd values to 2/6 and 1907 set to 5/- including 6d low values 
and top value used. All others mint (without 2'1 d) A most useful lot 16 
stamps-5 used. Cat. £ 19. plus  

£ 10. 

Lot 13  1908/19 set with a few shades to 1/- value Wars 1921-1923/27 set to 5/- 
mainly mint Cat. £ 10. plus 12 stamps used total 49 stamps a good fresh 
lot  

£5. 5/-. 

Lot 14  1923/27 Three high value 3/- 5/- and £ SG 85/87 fine mint. Cat. £8. 10/- - 
3 stamps.  

£4. 4/-. 

Lot 15  Jubilee, Coronation mint and used - '38 set to 10/- used, un- used to 1951 
set, used and N/C Mint and used Total 75 stamps Cat. £6. plus  

£3. 

 GRENADA  

Lot 16  Q.V. 1883 to 8d value pr. 1/- mint 1898/99 to 3d Total 14 stamps 7 used 
Cat. £6. 15/-  

£.3. 5/-. 

Lot 17  1898 Columbus pr. 1906 set. The 1908/11 to 5/- and War's mint and used 
Cat. £10. plus 22 stamps 7 being used.  

£5- 

Lot 18  1908 1/- and 10/- fine mint SG 82/83 Cat. £6. 5/-  £3. 10/- 

Lot 19  1913/21 set used to 5/- odd values missing mint to 10/- value 23 stamps 
12 being used Cat. £8. 10/- plus  

£4. 10/- 

Lot 20  1921/31 Issue ½d to 10/- 192½3 colour changes to 3/- 1922/29 New 
values to 2/6 all unused V.F. 24 stamps Cat. £8. plus  

£.4. 4/- 

Lot 21  1921/31 used a few low values set 192½3 colour changes to 3/- and new 
values 1926 set 2/6 damaged. 14 all used Cat. stamps 65/-  

£ 1. 10/- 

Lot 22  1934 Pictorial set thd. to 5/- mint and used ½d to 1/- also with perf. 
changes used - Jubilee set mint and used. Cat. £5. 15/- 29 stamps 15 
being used  

£.2. 10/- 

Lot 23  1937 Coronation mint and used 1938 set used ½d to 5/- mint Perf. 12 ½d 
used 10/- 12½ X 13V2 and 10/- claret 5/- P. 13½ X 12½ ~½d and 1d P. 
12½ X 13½ Mint 15 only 2 mint Cat. stamps £10. plus.  

£5. 

Lot 24  1938 George VI set 1/ d to 2/- P. 12½ mint and used Peace. Pairs M. & 
U. Silver Wedding set used blocks UPU mint and used N.C. mint and 
used 1951 set to $2:50 used University blocks mint and used Q.E. 
Coronation mint and used 116 stamps Cat. £7. plus.  

£3. 3/- 

 JAMAICA  

Lot 25  CC to 3d value used CA to 4d used Key set used official 1d and plate 2d, 
Llandovery Arms George V head to 2/- mint and used. Many war stamps 
odd values MCA Edward 1919/21 odd values Q.V. mint. 1921 Pictorial to 
2/- used. Child Welfare 1932 used Pictorial mint and used small head 
George V mint and used total stamps 124 stamps. Cat. X-11 plus only 27 
mint. Fair to good. stamps  

£3. 10/- 

Lot 26  Jubilee mint and used Coronation mint and used 1938 to £ used. Unused 
to 5/- value peace, UPU's' Scout total 91 University, Boy stamps 37 being 
mint; face value £4. 18/- for lot.  

£3. 10/- 

 LEEWARDS  

Lot 27  Q.V. ½d to 7d Jubilee issue 1d, 2½d, and 4d One penny ovpt. (3) 1902 
set to 1/- 1905 odd values 1907 to 5/- used. A fine lot of 35 mainly 
stamps 10 being unused Cat. £12. plus.  

£7. 

Lot 28  George V 1912/22 set 1/4d to 5/- (3) mostly used 1921/32 1/4d to 5/- only 
½d, 6d and 5/- unused and 1922/32 Colour changes used. A fine 
selection mainly used. 54 stamps. 8 being  unused Cat £17 

£.9. 
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Lot 29  George VI to £ value used Mint 1/4d to 3d also colour changes Peace, 
University Mint and Used all fine. 37 stamps 16 being used Cat. £.5. plus.  

£2. 10/- 

 MONTSERRAT  

Lot 30  A few odd Q.V. 1903/8 ½d, 2d, 3d, 6d, and 1/- 1908/13 to 3d value and the 
1916/23 ~½d, 1d (2) and 1/- all unused except for 2. Cat. £5. plus 21 
stamps.  

£2. 10/- 

Lot 31  1922/29 set 1/4 to 4/- mainly mint total 18 stamps 9d being used Cat. £5. 
plus  

£2. 10/- 

Lot 32  War stamps, the 1932 set and Coronation set in Pairs mint a good lot all 
mint except for 1 stamp. Total 19 stamps. Cat. £9. plus.  

X4. 4/- 

Lot 33  Jubilee used, set mint low values to 2½d only George VI Perf. 13 to 5/ - 
used with also 1/zd and 1d mint and Peace set Total 24 stamps, 14 being 
used. Cat. £9.  

£4. 10/- 

Lot 34  George VI set ½d to 5/- university, mint and used 1951 set to $4:80 used a 
useful lot 30 stamps 17 being used. Cat. £4. 10/- plus..  

£2 2/- 

 SAINT CHRISTOPHER .  

Lot 35  Small collection of Q.V. including thd. on half 1d also a few overprints 13 
stamps of which 7 being used. Cat. £8. plus a very useful lot.  

$4. 10/- 

 ST. KITTS  

Lot 36  1952 set George VI ½.d to $4:80 and Q.E. Coronation all used except 
Coronation 13 stamps Cat. £2. 15/-  

£2. 

Lot 37  1903 set ½d to 2/6d Unused with a few shades all unused except for one 
stamp 11 stamps Cat. £5.  

£2. 10/- 

Lot 38  1905 odd values to 1/- 1907/18 to 6d value with Wars and 1920/22 George 
V 1/-, 2/- 5/- and 10/- All Mint except for 6 total 20 stamps Cat. 90/- plus  

£2. 2/- 

Lot 39  192½7 set 1/id to 2/6 with shades unused 1922/29 colour changes to 1/- 
and the 1923 set to 2/6 value all unused V.F. total 26 stamps Cat. £12. 
plus  

£6. 6/- 

Lot 40  Jubilee to 2½d Coronation Mint and used, George VI 1938 set used to 5/ - 
with perf. changes mint from 2d to 5/- values, Peace set, N.C., University, 
Mint and used Total 43 stamps 22 being used. Cat. £10. plus a pmkd. lot.  

£ 5. 

 ST. LUCIA  

Lot 41  Odd Q.V. the 1891/98 set to 1/- used, one penny ovpt. SG 55 used and 
one half penny ovpt. SG 53 unused. Total I1 stamps Cat. £7.  

£3.10/- 

Lot 42  Edwards 1902/3 set the Pitons mint and used and the 1904/10 set to 3d 
used the 1907/9 ½d, 1d, 2½d and 1/- used a fine used lot of 17 stamps 
only 1 mint Cat. £8. plus.  

£4. 

Lot 43  George V 1912/19 set to 2/6 used with some shades 4d unused Wars 1920 
1/- 192½6 set to 5/- with some shades used and Jubilee Lot George V 
used except for 1 stamp Total 38 stamps Cat. £ 12. 

£6 10/- 

Lot 44  Jubilee mint set 1936 set to 1/- mostly used Coronation M & U 1938/43 
George VI set with perf. changes to £1. Victory 1949 set to $4:80 used 
block used University and Fire stamp also Mint N/C M & U block 
Coronation. Total 102 stamps 35 being mint Cat. £15. plus.  

£7. 10/- 

   

WATCH FOR THE DECEMBER AUCTION: This will include Antigua- Bahamas. Barbados-
Bermuda, St. Vincent, Trinidad-Turks Is. and Jamaica Postal History. 

 



14 
 

 

 

The Fiscal Stamps Of Jamaica  

A priced Check List by Adolph Koeppel. 

Stanley Gibbons has for years listed three of the earlier types of Jamaica fiscals. Justification for 
their listing in a postage catalogue is made in small print indicating that "revenue stamps were 
authorized for postal use by Post Office Notice of 12 October, 1887." Nonetheless, thereby most 
British Colonial specialists will no doubt at least be familiar with the designs. The writer has drawn 
freely on material from A. Forbin's monumental catalogue (1915) and its forerunner, Walter Morley's 
Catalogue of British Colonial Revenues, (1910) for the earlier material. Much of the later material 
was painstakingly unearthed by the writer with the formidable and gracious co-operation of the Hon. 
David Maynard, American Consul-General at Kingston, Jamaica. 

Customs 

Morley and Gibbons give 1855 as the date of issue of this series (Type F-2, SG) while Forbin 
ascribes 1857 as the date. These stamps were used to collect Customs duty and were affixed' to 
the receipts for the duty paid. Apparently they are no longer in use. (Current Customs duty stamps 
in other colonies, notably Australia and South Africa are used for Circular and Catalogue mailing 
within the Colony from without and are affixed abroad.) The stamp bears the seal of the Colony and 
two values were issued; 1½d and 3d: 

1855 Glazed paper Imperf. no wmk. 

¶ 1½d blue (shades) .40 

¶ 3d violet 1.25  

1857 Same. Blue paper Perf. 14 

¶ 1½d blue (shades) .12 

¶ 3d Violet (shades) .08  

1857 Same. White paper 

¶ 1½d blue (shades) .20 

¶ 3d violet (shades) .15 

¶ 3d purple (on lilac) .15  

1874 Same. wmk. LC 

¶ 3d lilac .50 

¶ 3d bright violet .80 

 

Judicial 

The first series of Judicials appeared on January 1, 1858, and the current series, bearing the 
Elizabeth It portrait, appeared in 1955. These stamps are affixed to Court documents, and today are 
stored in the Courts after use and by Law thereafter destroyed. They rarely appear on the market 
until many years after their issue. Apparently all are not destroyed. The 1858 issue (Type F -3; SG) 
is large size, bearing the left profile of Queen Victoria in an oval, with "JAMAICA" at top and the 
value in letters across the bottom: 

1858 Bluish paper, no wtmk. Perf. 15½ X 15 

¶ 1/- rose .10 

¶ 5/- lilac 1.25 

¶ 10/- green 2.00  

1898 Postage stamps of 1883-97 

(Queens head) wtmk. CA pert. 14. Overprinted "JUDICIAL" in black sans-serif capitals. 

¶ 3d olive-green .05 

¶ 6d orange .03 

¶ 1/- brown .03 

¶ 2/- venetian-red .20 

¶ 5/- violet .20 
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1908 Same overprint on postage stamp of 1905. Wmk. MCA perf. 14 (SG No. 43) 

¶ 5/- violet and black .20 1913 (?)  

Same overprint on postage stamps of 1912-20 wmk. MCA Perf. 14 (George V) 

¶ 1/- black on green (red over-print) .15 

¶ 2/- ultra and violet on blue .90 

¶ 5/- scarlet and green on yellow 2.00  

(Above stamps are only values seen but this does not preclude the existence of others).  

 

1952-55. New series - a separate Judicial issue which does not bear any overprint. Mr. Maynard has 
seen the ones listed below and describes them as "of postage size." These stamps are listed, he 
advises. in the November 20, 1952, issue of the Jamaica official Gazette. Stamps bear portrait of 
Elizabeth II, unless otherwise stated: 

¶ 3d (Colour ?) Edward VIII (not seen and very 
rarely used) 

¶ 6d black and lavender  

¶ 1/- green 

¶ 2/- blue and lavender  

¶ 4/- red (George VI)  

¶ 5/- red and green  

¶ 6/6d green and yellow  

¶ 8/6d green and lavender (George VI)  

¶ 10/- beige and black (George VI) 

¶ £ 1 black and lavender 

 

Policy Marine Insurance 

These stamps are required by Law to be affixed to contracts for sea insurance, which cover 
insurance on the vessel and her cargo. No policy of sea insurance is valid unless duly stamped. The 
Jamaican statute is undoubtedly a replica of the Mother Country. The first issue appeared in 1899 
and were the Marine policy stamps of Great Britain, overprinted "JAMAICA" in black Roman Caps. 
Size 38X45 mm. Pert. 12. No watermark. The design contains a Royal Crown, various floral designs 
with the value in letters. All stamps bear a die letter. The colour is ultra of which there are various 
shades. The higher values are quite rare, while the lower ones are reasonably priced: 3d, 6d, 9d, 1/-
, 2/-, 3/-, 4/-, 5/-, 10/- and 15/-. 

 

Same. But crown is replaced by right profile of Goddess Minerva: 1, 2, 5, 10, and £-50. 

 

1904. Marine Policy stamps of Gt. Britain overprinted in smaller sans-serif caps. in black. Size 
35X35 mm. 3d, 6d, 9d, 1/-, 2/-, 3/-, 4/-, 5/-, 6/-, 10/-, 15/-. Head of Minerva: 1, 2, £10. 

 

1915-55. Mr. Maynard reports an embossed issue printed in London in sheets of 60 and overprinted 
"Jamaica" in black. The present Stamp Commissioner advises Mr. Maynard that these stamps have 
been the same since 1915, although he admits some possible changes in paper or per forations. 
Perf. and wmk. are unknown: 3d, 6d, 9d, 1/-, 1/6, 2/-, 2/6, 3/-, 4/-, 4/6, 5/-, 6/-, 7/6, 10/-, 15/-, 1, 2, 4, 
5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 50, 100 and £500. 

 

Receipt 

These stamps are required to be affixed to any writing whereby any money (over a certain 
minimum) is acknowledged to have been received, paid or deposited. The only known Jamaica 
Receipt: stamp is listed in Gibbons (type F-1). It first appeared in 1865 and bears the left profile of 
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Queen Victoria in an oval with a band around the oval bearing the legend "ONE PENNY-JAMAICA 
REVENUE". 

1865 Perf. 14 Wmk. pineapple 

¶ 1d rose .15 

(a) imperforate 3:00 

1871 Same wmk. cc. 

¶ 1d rose .05  

1873 Same wtmk. CA on 2 stamps 

¶ 1d rose .15  

(a) imperforate 

 

Impressed Stamps 

These stamps are impressed directly on the documents for the uses set forth in the check list. All 
these stamps were seen by Mr. Maynard. The writer has a check with the 2d stamp. They have 
apparently been in use for some time, but the exact first date of issuance is unknown. The design is 
small and oval shaped. The value is in a scroll across the centre, with date plugs in three places 
within the design, which consists of various floral ornaments. In the 2d, there is a cross in the centre 
of the stamp above the value. 

1d vermilion 

2d vermilion (checks)  

3d vermilion (very rare)  

4d vermilion 

6d vermilion  

1/6d vermilion  

2/- vermilion  

10/- vermilion 

£ 1 vermilion (passports and liquor licenses)  

 

Current Fiscals 

Today postage stamps serve both postal and fiscal uses in the Colony. However, we have seen that 
there are special fiscals for judicial, policy marine insurance, checks, passports, and liquor licenses. 
The Stamp Commissioner for the Colony further advises that postage and/or embossed stamps can 
be used on Customs' papers and receipts. We have no information as to whether or not the Colony 
issues separate fiscals for tobacco, cigarettes, perfumes, social security, matches or entertainment. 
The writer will be grateful for any correspondence concerning these items. 

A Final Note: The above list is undoubtedly incomplete. This fact, to the writer, makes the study and 
collection of these stamps, most fascinating. The field is wide open for original work. Perhaps after 
reading this little piece, some of you out there may get ambitious. This was clearly the writer's 
purpose. 

 

Fiscal Stamps Of Jamaica 

The editor has seen in the Judicial Issue CA, and M.C.A., the 1/- brown with the dollar variety. 
However, no issues have been seen in the Pineapple series. It is very interesting to see a copy of 
the 3d value which has been on sale or available from 1939, with the portrait of Edward VIII in 
yellow/purple. This stamp is not used at all and it is extremely difficult even to get the office to show 
you a copy. Any collector having any additional items from the listing, the editor would like very 
much to have these so as to help in the compiling of the check list. 

 

 



 

 

 
 


