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News Here And There

Jamaica -- Obliterators

Some very interesting obliterator numbers have been seen recently, among these have been A 70
type H on the 2d, 3d and 4d Pine, also the 4d CC. A 74 on 2d pine and 1/- CC A 66 on the 4d pine, A
80 on the 4d CA, A 83 on the 4d and 6d CC and F 3.

Jamaica i Brompton / Old Mountain Postal Agency

Brompton Postal Agencies name has now been changed to Old Mountain as from the 1st August. No
other new Temporary Rubber Date Marks have been issued for the past few months for Jamaica.

LONDON:

Reports from London indicate that there is a possibility of an International Philatelic Exhibition being
held there in 1960.

Bahamas i 1957 TRDs

Two new Temporary Rubber Date stamps have just been seen. A double line oblong of 47 X 36 mm.
for Moores Island dated the 21st March, 1957. The date being of a small type hand-stamp. All in black,
in block letters 4 mm. high, while the second mark is again a double line oblong with heavy wavy lines
on the side, reading United Estates dated the 25th March, 1957. Again a small type of date stamp with
Bahamas in black as usual.

Bahamas i Grand Harbour Shipyard

It is interesting to see that the large shipyard now being built at Grand Harbour, has brought in a
tremendous amount of Japanese labour.

Turks Island T 1957 QEIll Issue

The new Queen Elizabeth stamps should be on sale in the Turks Island by October, with the following
values:-

1d Portrait of Her Majesty in blue grey and carmine
1%d Bone Fish-Silver Grey and Tangerine

2d Red Grouper-in red brown and olive

2%d Spiny Lobster-in carmine and myrtle green
3d Albacore-Greenish Blue and Lilac

4d Mutton Snapper in maroon and slate grey
5d Permit-in blue green and brown

6d Conch-in pink and ultra-marine

8d Flamingoes-in red and black

1/- Spanish Mackerel-Deep blue and black
1/6d Salt Cay-Sepia and blue

2/- Caicos Sloop in blue and brown

5/- Cable Office in grey and carmine

10/-The Dependency badge black and purple.
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Montserrat 1 1957 48c

The new 48¢ value has been ordered from the Crown Agents and are in the hands of Messrs.
Bradbury Wilkinson and Co. The design will be the same as the $1:20 now on sale.



Commonwealth News Letter

By J. E. Metcalfe
We were told that most of the countries in the Commonwealth had their Queen Elizabeth sets, some
time ago, and ever since we have been busier than ever. Even the Crown Agents, that very excellent
Stamp Bureau, take some time to fill orders, which speaks for itself.

The Great Britain overprinted for Morocco Agents and the Persian Gulf, provided a lot of excitement,
for some of the stamps were no sooner issued than they were withdrawn. It was obvious that some
would be scarce, though how scarce one or two are will surprise those who get a copy of the
forthcoming Commonwealth Catalogue, where the numbers overprinted are given. These were of
course obtained direct from official sources, so | know they are correct, small as are some of the
figures.

Next in the line for providing excitement are the new issues for the Malayan States, which are
appearing bit by bit as these lines are being written. | well remember the time when Malayan stamps
were very moderate sellers, but there has been a distinct change in this respect ever since it was
realized by collectors, what fun there was in the many new printings, of the sets now being replaced.
Really fine shades galore, and none of them costing (as yet) more than a shilling or so. Most of them
as a matter of fact, only a few coppers.

But | would warn collectors, who are short of any of the shads listed in the Commonwealth Catalogue,
to fill up blanks with as little delay as possible, for stocks in dealers' hands are low indeed. That is
when there are any at all. | tried to buy, and had a deuce of a job.

Anyhow the new sets will apparently produce a different kind of fun. It will be perforations which will
provide it for of the very values already out, whilst there is as yet, only one perforation for each stamp,
they differ with the values, for no apparent reason at all. This may account for the ready sale which the
new Malayans are enjoying. Another set to be watched is that for Zanzibar. | have seen advance
copies, and again, as in the case of Malaya, there are several different perforations, and subsequent
printings should be closely watched. Changes are likely.

The Commonwealth stamps of the West Indies are by far the most popular with both American and
British collectors. That is amongst those who go in for our new Commonwealth issues, and many are

wondering what will happen when Federation takes place. It has been comforting to those who want
the separate countries to continue with their own sets, to note what happened in Malaya, and | have
good reason to believe that the same procedure will be adopted by the West Indies, so all will be
happy, not least of all the various Colonies themselves, which do very nicely out of their stamps.

There are still repercussions about the Trinidad 1 ¢ "Provisional" and people have a pretty shrewd idea
who was behind it all, and who did so well out of it. Let's hope there are no more issues of the same
character. This one did Commonwealth Stamps plenty of harm.

It has not been only the Colonies which have been providing the fun. New Zealand has been in the
limelight also. It will be remembered that there was a change in the lettering of the 3/6 on 3/6 stamp. A
New Zealand dealer wrote me and asked if | could supply a copy. This surprised me, so | made
enquiries and found that not only was the stamp obsolete, but only 40,000 copies had been printed in
the first place, and of these a nhumber had been withdrawn. Scarce stamp number one. Then the 1/3d
stamp (also the "Arms" type) came out with blue lettering, and whilst getting on for four hundred
thousand copies were printed, such is the big demand for uses other than postal, that the stamps were
sold out in a month or two and most British dealers were apparently too late. So here is scarce stamp
number two. In the case of this stamp don't be. misled by the big number printed. As | have said, many
are used fiscally and the stamps seem really scarce.

Our own "Jamboree" stamps have not proved very popular, for the designs are the same old heavy
uninspired designs. The mixture as before, is how one writer has put it. Dealers were put to a great in-
convenience also, for whilst we had been told that the stamps would be overprinted for Kuwait, at the
very end news came that the issue was withdrawn. Such is life.






