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CLASSIFICATION OF MAIL,

I'oreign Correspondence is divided info the following classes:—

(a) Letters (b) Post-cards, (¢) Printed Papers, (d) Commercial Papers, (e) Samples,
(f) Parcel Post Parcels.

For the Rates of Postage on all classes of mail-matter, limits of weight and size, &e., .
gee Table, page 38,

(a) Lelters posted wholly unpaid or insufficiently prepaid are forwarded, but are
charged on delivery with double the deficiency.

Unpaid and insufficiently prepaid letters from places abroad are charged double the
deficient postage,

Letters or packages paid at the letter rate of postage received from abroad suspected
to contain ariiel's liable to customs duty are detained under authority of the Postal
Unio‘n] Convention pending inquiry and the payment by the addressee of any duty
leviable.

(b) Post Cards: See Inland Regulations, p. 3.

(¢) (d) Printedand Commercial Pcpers: For definition and deseription of these sce
Inland Regulations pp.4 and 5*

(e) Samples: The use uf the Sample Post is restricted to (1) bona-fide trade samples
or patterns of merchandise without saleable value, and (2) natural history specimens,
dried or preserved animals and plants, geological specimens, and scientific specimens gene-
rally, keys, fresh flowers, tubes of serum and pathological specimens rendered innocuous
by their mode of preparation and packing, when sent for no commercial purpose, and
printers’ blocks. Packets containing goods for sale or consigned in execution of an order
(however small the quantity) or articles sent by one private individual lo another which
are nol actually trade samples »r patterns or scientific specimens, &e., cannot be forwarded
by sample post.

It is recommended that every sample should be marked “Sample—not for sale,” or
tt)lt_hsymse defaced in such a way as to render the article unsaleable in the ordinary way of*

a lng.

Packages of printed and commercial papers and samples if only partly prepaid will
be chargeable on delivery with double the deficiency ; if wholly unpaid, they will not be
Jorwarded.

The privilege of not prepaying or of prepayi_ng pquially dqe.s: not apply to letlers, posi-
cards, or Lo other articles sent with the evident inlention of avoiding payment of postage.

Special requlations as to certain articles— Though under the regulations of the Postal

nion articles liable to Customs Duty may only be sent by the Parcel or the Insured Parcel
: ost, this rule is relaxed for samples in certain countries. In some instances samples liable
0 custou.xs duty are delivered either free or on payment of the duty, but in others they
may he withheld from delivery. Samples of £a exceeding eight ounces in gross weight
?;e Dot in any case accepted for transmission abroad; and some countries have fixed a still”
ar‘:er limit both for tea and for certain other articles. Samples liable to customs duty

avordma_nly admitted into the United K.mgdom when sent in quantities so small as to

3 e;;mctlcau:v no saleable value ; but the importation of tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, &c., by
mmpe Post is prohibited, with the sole exception of packets of type samples of un-

anufactured tobacco not exceeding six ounces in gross weight, which are delivered on,
Payment of 2s. 6d. customs duty. i
prov?iyi?éei I:)f Spirils (except perfumed spimtsg ‘_Iga){ be sent to the United Kingdoms
ke ¢ at the samples are plainly marke irits (not perjumed).” Each packet is-

0 a charge of 3s. 6d. customs duty. Samples of wine are admitted free of custom

% . . 5
The tnlang rate of postage on “‘ printed’’ and *‘ commercial” papers is the same, but the Joreign rate-

On = commercial’’ papers differs from the inland rate, see p. 38.
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<harges. The gross weight of any sample packet containing wine or spirits must not
exceed 12 ounces.

Samples of Tea not exceeding 8 oz. in gross weight may be sent to U. K., provided
that t!e packets are plainly marked as containing tea. Fach packet, exceeding 3 oz.
in weight, it l'able to a charge of 2d. Customs Duty. Packets of {ea exc eding 8 oz.
in gross weight and sent by Sample Post are liable to forfeiture by the Cusioms.

Sample packets containing liguids and greasy substances can be sent to count-ies in the
Postal Union: also lire bees (except when prohibited by the special regulations of the
country of destination). They must be made up so that they can be easily opened for
purposes of inspection, with the exception of packets containing live bees, which must be
enclosed in boxes so constructed as to allow the contents to be ascertained without opening.
“The bottles used for enclosing liguids must be of glass, and all articles of glass must be
-securely packed in boxes of metal or wood.

Liguids, oils, and substances essily liquefied must be enclosedin glass bottles, herme-
tically sealed. Tach bottle must be placed in a wooden box furnished with sawdust,
cotton, or spongy material in sufficient quantity to absorb theliquid in the event of the
boftle bacoming broken. Finally the box itself must be enclosed in a case of metal with
tightly fitting lid, of wood with a screwtop, or of strongand thick leather; bus when per-
forated wooden blocks are used having a thickness of at least 24 millimetres (about an
eighth of an inch) in the thinnest part, sufficiently provided inside with absorbent material
and supplied with a lid, it is not necessary for the blocks to be enclosed in a second case.

Falty Substances which are not easily liquefied, such as ointments, soft soap, resin, ete.,
‘must be enclosed in an inner cover (box, bagof linen or parchment, etc.) which must itself
be placed in a second box of wood, matal, or strong and thick leather.  Dry colouring
powders must bz placed in bags of leather, rubber-dressed linen, orstout oiled paper; but
non-eolouring powders may be packed in boxes of wood, metal, or cardboard. It is essen-
tial that in both cases the bags or boxes of powder shallbe themselves enclosed in bags of
Hinen or parchment.

Ariicles of all kinds which might spoil if packed so as to be casy of inspection, may,
a5 an exception, be accepled for mailing even when hermetically sealed. In this case
the postal administrations coneerned may require that the sendsrs or the addressees
facilitate the examination of the contents of the sealed articles, either by opening which-
ever of the articles that may be designated for examination or provide for an examina-
tion of contents in any other satisfactory manuer.

Any article of glass must be securely packed ina box. Except in the case of a glass bottle
containing liquid, &e. (see above), the box may be either of metal or wood.

Dangerous articles, such as seissors, knives, razors, forks, steel pens, nails, keys, watch
machinery, m>fal tubing, pieces of metal or ore, are eligible for transmission by Sample
Post, provided that they are bona-fidesamples without saleable value, and are packed and
guarded in s5 secure a manner as fo afford complete protectionto the contents of the
mail bag: and to the officers of the Post Office, while at the same time they may be easily
examined. :

All packages of printed and commercial papers and samples may be opened and
examined by the Post Office without reference to the addressee. 1
Ezplosives are absolulely prohibited.
(f) Parcel Post Parcls. See pp. 30 to 36.
IT IS FORBIDDEN to send in any latter, packet of printed or commercial papars,
or sample to a country of the Postal Union—
1. Gold or silver, bullion, pieces of money, jewellery or precious articles (except to
Great Britain and countries named in foot note.)*
2. Any packet (other than a parcel post parcel) containing articles liable to customs duty
in the country of destination.  The special letter-mail prohibitions to each country of
“the Union are shewn in col. 9 pp. 528 to 577, London Post Office Guide, July, 1923 Ed.
3. Any article of anature likely to stain orin any way injure the contents of the mail
bags or the persons of those engaged in the postal service.
The insertion in any letter, packet of printed or commercial papers, or sample of opium,
morphine, cocaine, or other narcotic is strietly forbidden.

*Coin, gold, silver, &c., may be sent by REGISTERED LETTER MAIL to the following places: Ascension,
Austriz, Australia, Barbados, Canada, Canal Zone, Cape of Good Hope, Cuba, Czeeho-Slovakia, Den-
mack, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Holland, Hungary, Malta, New Zealand, Panama, South Africa
(British), United Kingdom, United States of America and possessions of U. S. 2



