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PARCEL POST.

A Parcel Post exchange exists between Jamaliga and the countries against which parcel
post rates of postage are shown in cols. 7 to 11, pages 82 to 98, Parcel post business is
transacted at all Post Offices.

The parcel mail for Great Britsin, Northern Ireland and Irish Free State,
United States of America, Bermuda, British Honduras, Canal Zone, Canada, Costa Riea,
Panama, British West India Islands and British and Dutch Guiana (via Trinidad and
Barbados), Haiti and the Bahama, Cayman and Turks Islands is forwarded by each
available direet opportunity.

The pareel mail for Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Peru., and Venezuela is for-
wur«fled via Panama, and for El Salvador, Guatemala, and Republic of Honduras via British
Honduras,

Parcels for the majority of other countries are forwarded via London.

Postage, Dimensions and Weight—For postage, maximum dimensions and weights, and
other particulars see Table of Rates of Postage, &e., pages 81 to 98.

Foreign (except to U.S.) and Colonial parcels cannot be registered, but they may be
tnsured to certain countries under the conditions specified on pp. 64-67.

General Regulations.

Customs Declaration and Despalch note.

Parcels are subject to Customs Regulations. The sender of each parcel is required to
make, for Customs purposes—upon a special form or forms, which can be obtained at any
Post Office—an accurate statement of the nature and value of the contents and other
particulars. The sender’s name and full address must also be filled in. The forms should
be filled in, in ink. Two forms of Customs declaration are in use— A yellow form
(No. 741) intended to be affixed to the covers of parcels for
British Colonies and Possessions, the United States of
America, Canal Zone, and a few other countries; and a
white form, which is used for parcels for all other
foreign countries. { Several identical copies of the latter form must in
many cases be made out. The number of white forms required is indicated by the figure
nfter the letter W in col. 13, Table of Rates, pp. 82 to 98. When a white form is used the
sender must also fill up a despalch note. Under-valuation of the contents or failure to describe
them fully may result in a seizure of the parcels. and in the case of parcels
addressed to the United States of America in the imposition of heavy fines, which will not
be remitted even if the parcels are returned to the senders. 7he net weight or quaniity of
the different kinds of articles contained in a parcel should be separalely stated. Any other
particulars should be given which would facilitate the assessment of Customs duty, such
as the material of which clothing is composed, and whether it is new or not. In the case
of articles returned to the country where they originated, the fact should be stated.
Customs Declarations, instead of bearing entries of ‘Groceries.” ‘‘Presents,” etc.,
should bear entries giving a description and the weight of the following articles, when
enclosed, viz.: sugar, sweets and confectionery, crystallized and imitation fruits and
flowers. preserved ginger, jams, jellies, and marmalades, chocolate, cocoa powder, canned
fruit, tea, coffee. In the case of dried fruit, the particular kind, figs, raisins, currants, etc.,
should be stated. Tor further particulars as to declarations, see note against the names
of the various countries in the Table of Rates pp. 82 to 98 (col. 13).

Special attention is directed to the “Prohibitions” (Export
and Import), pp. 68-76.

Parcels received at Jamaica from places over sea are, in terms of the Post Office Law,
51 of 1908, opened at the Head Office, Kingston, for the purpose of assessing the duty
on the contents.

A Customs clearance fee of 6d. will Be collected on every parcel-post parcel (whether
it contains dutiable matter or not), and on every package (other than pareel post) which
on examination is found to contain dutiable matter.

The postage on parcels must be wholiy prepaid by postage stamps.

The Post Office Department will not be responsible for the loss or damage of any
uninsured parcel. This rule is modified in case of parcels between the U.K. and Jamaica,
see page 68.

t The white forms are to be used for India.
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Bach parcel must be plainly directed, such directions setting forth the name and full
address of the person for whom the parcel is intended. A parcel must not be posted in a
lelter boz bul must be taken into a Post Office and presented at the counter to the Postmaster
or person in charge.

A certificate of posting will be given to the person posting a parcel but no liability
attaches to the Post Office in respect thereof.

Parcels should be securely and substantially packed with due regard to length of journey,
conditions of transit, climatic conditions, &e.; e.g., cardboard or ordinary brown paper
is not in general sufficient packing for parcels sent to places abroad. Light and bulky
articles should be packed in strong wooden cases. In some cases seals may be found
necessary; if wax is used it should be of the special quality which will withstand a hot
climate. Parcels to U.S.A. may not be scaled.

A parcel may not contain dangerous articles, perishable articles, articles likely fo injure
other parcels. or the officers of the Post Office, liquids. unless securely packed in proper
cases and surrounded with absorbent material. or any contraband articles or substances.
The rules for the mode of packing samples containing liquids,
oils, etc., as set out on page 52, must be strictly adhered in
every detail. A parcel must not contain another parcel or other postal packet
intended for delivery to a person other than the addressee of the first named parcel.

If on examination of any parcel there shall be found in or with the same any letler or
communication of the nature of a letter such paper or communication will be withdrawn
therefrom, and will be forwarded to the addressee thereof; or, if it be not addressed, to
the addressee of the parcel in or with which the same was found enclosed, and the said
letter will be surcharged for delivery at the unpaid rate of postage.

Parcels redirected from one country to another will be charged a fresh postage at the
rate payable to the country of destination.

Parcels containing coin, anything made of gold or silver or other precious articles cannot
be forwarded to a country participating in the insurance scheme except the parcel is insured.

Parcels containing articles of an aggregate value exceeding £50 will not be aceepted for
transmission. This does not apply to insured parcels (for the limit of the value of which
see pages 82 to 98, col. 6).

Parcels are delivered in Kingston if addressed to a place within the house delivery
limit by letter carrier; if beyond such limit, at the Parcel Post Office; in the country
across the Post Office counter.

The amount of duty assessed on any such parcel must be paid before delivery, or before
the delivery of the parcel from the eustody of the Post Office.

All complaints relating to Customs duty on parcels sheuld be addressed to the Collee-
tor of Customs, Kingston, as the Post Office has no control in the matter of duty. The
declaration and duty-label must accompany the complaint.

Customs Duties (Import)

An ad valorem duty is levied on the majority of articles imported into the island by
the medium of the parcel-post. The general rate of ad valorem duty is 20, 25,
and 30% and the preferential rate is 15%. Shoes and articles of apparel from non-
preference countries are also subject to a specific duty—shoes, 1/- to 3/6 per pair;
apparel, 1/- to 12/~ per doz. articles. The preference of 15% is given to goods which
are the produce and manufacture of the following countries of the British Empire which
is held to mean and include—the United Kingdom, the British Dominions, territories
administered by or under the authority of a Dominion Government including territories
administered under a Mandate, India, Southern Rhodesia, all Colonies and Protec-
torates, the Mandated territory of Tanganyika, the Cameroons under British Mandate,
and Togoland under British Mandate.

Goods imported from the above named countries must be accompanied by a certificate
of origin and of British manufacture. in order to secure the preferential rate of duty. If
desired, the certificate may be enclosed in the pargel, and a note to this effect made on
the Customs declaration. It must be distinctly understood that goods mailed by parcel
post in any of the above named countries, which are not accompanied by the necessary
certificate of British manufacture, will be assessed at the general 20, 25. 30% and not
the preferential rate (15%) of duty. The following is the form of certificate of British |
manufacture required on parcels for Jamaica:— ]

“1, the undersigned, do hereby declare that, to the best of my knowledge and |
belief, the contents of this parcel are— |
(a) (if not a manufactured article) the growth or produce (1) ARt s R s el
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(b) (if a manufactured article) to the extent of at least one-fourth of the

present value of the goods bond-fide the manufacture of* . ........ ... and that
the final process of manufacture has been periotmed at, vevo ... aforesaid.
Dated the. i oriiii it o day ol st s 193
............................... Sender.
AT o AN S R s R R R AT 2

In addition to this tariff there is a specific or rated tariff which is levied on certain
articles, and also a list on which no duty is collected if the goods are from the countries
named above and on which 5% duty is levied if otherwise; and an unreserved free list.
For further information concerning rated, partially free, and wholly free articles reference
should be made to a schedule of Customs Tariffs. In Appendix B (page 29) a Table
is provided showing duty levied on the majority of articles usually imported through
the medium of the Parcel Post.

Duty Payable on Repairs, Etc.

Articles of any description may be sent away from the island and re-admitted on
payment of the duty on the cost, if any, of repairs, dyeing or cleaning, or other altera-
tion or adjustment, on the following conditions being complied with:—

1. The exporter shall furnish the chief officer of Customs with notice, and with a suffi-
cient description in writing of the articles it is intended to send away, and if the chief
officer of Customs shall think it expedient, the article shall then be inspected by and
shipped under the supervision of the proper officer of Customs.

2. On the return of the article so exported, or on the return of an article not so exported
but in respect of which it shall be established to the satisfaction of the chief officer that it
is an article which had been exported from this island, such article may be delivered upon
the passing of the necessary entries, and payment of duty, on the cost of repair, ete.,
il any, which must be verified by the production of an account or in some other way to
the satisfaction of the chief officer provided in every case that the identity of the article
is established to the satisfaction of the chief officer.

3. The parcel post being in the majority of cases the medium through which articles
are returned to the island, Collectors at outports must furnish to the Collector of Customs
at Kingston a list of articles sent away to be returned as well as the description of any
articles which have undergone examination before being sent away in order that such
deseription may berecorded in a register kept at the Post Office with a view to the iden-
tification and admission duty free, or on payment of the duty on the cost of repairs, etc.,
il any, on their return to this island.

Refund of Duty.

Goods, wares and merchandise upon which any duty under Law 4 of 1925, shall have
been paid, on its being proved to the satisfaction of the proper officer of Customs that
a mistake has been made and that such goods are not the goods ordered by the importer
and that such goods have been returned to the exporter, if duly exported within three
months of their fitst importation, shall receive a drawback of the full duties paid on
importation.

The following are the regulations made by the Governor in Privy Council, for granting of
such drawback on goods imported by Parcels Post and re-exported by Parcels Post:

(a) Submission of goods intended to be exported to a Collector or sub-Col-
lector of Customs or a Collector or Assistant Collector of Taxes (or in
Kingston to the Parcels Post Clerk), for evamination shall be considered
the equivalent of entry.

(b) Certificates of examination shall be made by such officer, and recorded in a
book at his office kept according to Rule 17.

(c) If the original Parcels Post Declaration is produced, it may be accepted in
lieu of the original invoice,

(d) The receipt of the Post Office shall be accepted as equivalent to a certifi-
cate of shipment.

(e) The exporter shall notify his intention to export any goods on drawback by
Parcels Post on the form D, and such form shall also serve as the voucher
for the refund of the duties paid on importation.

*Insert name of part of British Empire.
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Application for refund of duty should be made on the form provided for the pur
pose, which may be had from the Postmaster or Collector. ;

Applications for refund of duty must be accompanied by that portion of the cover whic!
bears the address, the duty label and the declaration.

Special Regulations (1). Insurance of Parcels.

Parcels for places against which a limit of insured value is entered in column 6 in the
Table of Rates on pages 82 to 98 can be insured.

Insured articles have all the safeguards of the registration system; and, subject to the
following regulations, compensation will be paid if an insured article or any part of its
contents is lost or damaged in the post.

An insured article may not be addressed to initials or in pencil.

It may not bear any erasure or correction in the address at the time of posting

A certificate of posting must always be obtained by the sender. Particulars of the
amount for which the parcel has been insured should be entered on the certificate, and
the sender should at once satisfy himself that the entry is correct. IHe may obtain an
advice of the delivery of an insured parcel, under the conditions shown at page 52.

All the seals on an insured parcel must be cf the same kind of wax (cr lead or steel in
the case of parcels), and must bear distinct impressions of the same private device. A
coin may not be used for sealing; and the device may not consist merely of straight,
crossed, or curved lines which could readily be imitated. Each joint or loose flap of the
covering of u parcel must be sealed; and, if string bie used in packing, a seal must be
placed on the ends of the string where they are tied.

If an article tendered for insurance does not, in the opinion of the officer of the Post
Office to whom it is tendered, fulfil the foregoing conditions as to packing and sealing, it is
his duty to refuse to insure it. Nevertheless, the onus of properly enclosing. packing, and
sealing the packet lies upon the sender: and the Post Office assumes no liability for loss
arising from defects which may not be observed at the time of posting.

The amount for which an article is insured must be written by the sender both in
words and in figures, at the top of the address side of the cover, thus:—“Insured for
fifteen pounds (£15).” The amount must also be entered in the appropriate space on
the despatch note, if one is used. No alteration or erasure of the inseription on the
letter or parcel or on the despatch note is allowed. If the amount is entered on the
despatch note in the wrong place, a fresh despatch note must be prepared. {

No parcel can be insured for more than the actual value of the contents and the
packing for more than the sum entered in the Table of Rates (pp. 82 to 98, col. 6) against
the name of the Country or Coleny to which it is addressed; but it may be insured for
part of its value. .

A parcel containing coin or bullion or jewellery (see footnote®) cannot be sent to any
Foreign Country or British Possession included in the insurance system unless it is
insured for as much of the journey as the regulations permit, and for at least part of its
value. Every such parcel must be enclosed in a strong box or case (measuring, if the
contents are jewellery exceeding £100 in value, at least 3 feet 6 inches in length and
girth combined), must be sewn up, or otherwise fastened in a wrapper of linen, canvas,
strong paper, or other substantial material, and must have the address written on its
actual covering. The seals must be placed along the edges of each joint or loose flap at
distances of not more than three inches apart. .

Special attention is directed to the fact that coins of a value higher than £5
(except with a declaration indicating that they are intended to serve as ornaments),
gold in ingot of a value higher than £5, and silver in ingots or silver partially worked
of a value higher than £20 may not be sent to Great Britain or to any country via
Great Britain by Parcel-post Mail under any circumstances. See ‘“Prohibitions,”
pages 74-75.

*The term “jewellery” means and includes—

(a) Gold. silver, or platinum in a manufactured state; that is to say, a state in
which value is added to the raw material by skilled workmanship; and in this
definition are included any coins used or designed for the purposes of ornament;

(b) Diamonds and precious stones;

(c) Watches, the cases of which are entirely or mainly composed of gold, silver or
platinum; and

(d) Any article of a like nature which, apart from workmanship, has an inirinsic
or marketable value.
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No legal liability to pay compensation in respect of any packet for which an insurance
fee has been paid attaches to the Pestmaster General, either personally or in his official
capacity. Subject, however, to the conditions set out below, the Postmaster-General
pays to the sender compensation for the loss or damage of an insured packet or its
contents, when it is clearly established thaf the loss cr damage has oceurred while the
packet was in the custody of the British Post Office.

On the transfer of an insured packet to another administration, the responsibility of
the British Post Office ceases; and, although the Postmaster-General endeavours to
obtain compensation for the sender under similar conditions from the Administration
concerned, it should be clearly understood that the final decision upon all questions of com-
pensation rests with the Postal Administration of the country in which the loss or damage
has occurred.

Compensation will nct exceed the value of the article lost or the amount of the
damage sustained and indirect loss or loss of profits will not be taken into consideration.

In any eclaim for damage or loss of contents, the packet should be retained for inspec-
tion as nearly as possible in the condition in which it was delivered.

T'he sender of a parcel may waive his claim in favour of the addressee.

No compensation will be paid in respect of:—

(]; any packet containing a prohibited article;

(2) any packet which has been duly delivered and aceepted without reserve;

{3) any damage or loss caused by the fault or negligence of the sender, such as
failure to provide adequate packing, having regard to the nature of the
contents;

(4) any damage to an exceptionally fragile article which from its nature cannot
reasonably be expected to travel safely by post;

(5) any parcel containing jewellery exceeding £100 in value not packed in
accordance with the special regulations;

{6) any parcel containing an article of a type specified in British Post Office
Guide (col. 6, “Imperial and Foreign Parcel Post”) as one for which c¢m-
pensation will not be paid; or

(7) any packet in respect of which a claim is not made within a year of the date
of posting;

nor does it follow as a matter of course that compensation will be paid when damage or

loss arises from tempest, shipwreck, earthquake, war, or any other cause beyond control

or when the Post Office eannot account for a packet in consequence of the destruction of
official documents from any such cause.

The fee must be prepaid, in addition to the full postage, by means of postage stamps
which the sender must affix to the cover.

As few stamps as possible should be used to prepay the postage and insurance fee,
They may not be folded over the edge of the cover; and, when several stamps are used,
they must be affixed with spaces between them.

When an insured parcel is redirected from one country to another, a further insurance fee
becomes payable for each such transmission. If the fees are not prepaid they are collected
from the addressee on delivery.

Special Regulations:—Il. Great Britain.

A.—Cash on Delivery System. A Cash on Delivery System of parcels is in existence
between this Colony and Great Britain.

Parcels up to the value of £40 each may be sent either way, and the value colleeted from
the addressee, and remitted to the sender.

In addition to the 6d. Customs clearance fee, a further service fee of 3d. is collected
on each C. 0. D. parcel.

A Cash on Delivery parcel may only be retained at the office of destination for 15 days
from the date of arrival, after which if unclaimed it is forthwith returned to origin.
This fact is emphasized hecause certain firms abroad represent that C.0.D. parcels are
retained for a longer period before being returned. Requests for longer detentions will
not be entertained, nor will part payment be accepted from the addressee; the full amount
of duty, trade charges, and all other fees must be remitted to the head office before the
parcel can be forwarded.

B.—Prepayment of Customs Dulies and other charges on Parcels Post Parcels to
Greal Britain. Persons sending parcels to Great Britain may, if they so desire,
take upon themselves the prepayment of the Customs duty and other charges which in
ordinary cases are leviable on the addressee. The sender will be told at the time of



68 OVERSEA MAILS: PARCHLS, U.S.A.

posting what the approzimate amount of these charges will be and a deposit will be taken
of the estimated amount. A settlement will subsequently be made when a statement o
the total amount of the charges has been received from the British Post Office. The
following are the conditions:— A
Parcels to be sent under this arrangement must be handed in at the Parcels Posg}|
Branch at Kingston.

The cover must be marked by the sender “To be delivered free of charge.”

The sender must fill up and sign a formal undertaking to pay on demand the amount
of the charges due. Forms for this declaration may be had on application to the Parce
Post Branch at Kingston.

Parceis for free delivery will only be accepted from persons whose settled residence is in
Jamaica. If the sender is residing only temporarily in Jamaica a parcel cannot bel|
accepted for delivery free of charge. \

A fee of 1s. per parcel is charged for the cost of the service in addition to the postage
and deposit for duty. If the parcel prove duty-free in Great Britain the sum of
18, will be refunded to the sender.

The sender must make such deposit on account of the charges for which he desires to
provide as the clerk in charge of the Parcel Post Branch at Kingston or the district
postmaster may, in each case, decide.

One form of undertaking will suffice for two or three (but not more) parcels posted
together by the same sender to the same addressee. In such cases the fee will be 1s. for
each parcel.

The following are the articles liable to duty under the British Tariff which
are likely to be despatched from Jamaica by parcels post, together with the rates of duty,: |
(and in the case of tobacco, of certain fines) thereon. These rates are subject o consider
able change and should be read as approximale:—

Live ol
Coffee, kiln dried, roasted or ground per lb. 00 2
Tobacco, manufactured, viz.:
Cigars s e 55 A 5 014 2%
Cigarettes ¥ o nh Ly 011 5
Cavendish or Negrohead A Ui <& 010 9§
Other manufactured tobacco i s & 0 9 4F
Tobacco, unmanufactured, containing 10% or more of moisture w
If stemmed or stripped s 0.1:7% %
If unstemmed or unstripped 5 2 &« 0 7 539
Tobacco, unmanufactured containing less than 109, of moisture
If stemmed or stripped ] 2% 0 8 3
If unstemmed or unstripped ™ Ly « 0 8 2
Rum, if warehoused for 3 years o per proof gallon 313 10
Do. if warehoused over 2 and under 3 years ¥ 31410
Do. if warehoused under 2 years L 315 4

Parcels will be accepted in Great Britain for delivery in Jamaica free of Customs||
duty on conditions similar to the foregoing. Such parcels are liable to examination on
arrival for Customs purposes, and all pains and penalties attaching for undervaluation
or misrepresentation of contents or to prohibited goods will be enforced against the goods |
themselves or against the parties assuming the charge, as may be decided by the proper
authorities. ‘

C.—Compensation_for loss or damage of UNINSURED parcels belween Great Britain
and Jamaica. The Postmaster for Jamaica will (not in consequence of any legal liability,
but voluntarily, and as an act of grace) give compensation for the loss or damage of unin-
sured parcels sent by parcel post between Great Britain and Jamaica, when such
loss or damage takes place while the parcels are in his custody, and does not arise from any
fault or neglect of the senders or from the nature of the contents.

The compensation paid will in no case exceed £1 12s. for a parcel exceeding 11 lbs.
or £1 for a parcel not exceeding 11 Ibs.

The compensation payable will be in accordance with the general regulations as regards
insured parcels (see above), so far as these regulations are applicable.
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D.—Undelivered Parcels. Undelivered parcels originating in Great Britain are
returned to the senders at their expense unless the sender has indicated by a note on the
parcel that he wishes it to be abandoned in the case of non-delivery. The sender may also
direet that a parcel, if undeliverable at the first address, may be delivered at a second
address. If not delivered at the second address pareels will be dealt with as above stated.
They are held for 15 days for each address before being disposed of.

For Prohibitions, see pp. 74, 75.

I1l.—United States of America and the Canal Zone.

Cigars and cigarettes are admitted to the United States through the parcel post
on condition that cigars weighing more than 3 pounds per thousand are put up in boxes
(new) not before used for that purpose, containing respectively, 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 13, 20,
25, 50, 100, 200, 250, or 500 cigars each; and that cigarettes (including small cigars
weighing not more than 3 pounds per thousand) are put up in packages or parcels
containing 5, 8, 10, 12, 15, 20, 24, 40, 50, 80, or 100 cigarettes each.

Letters, post cards and written matter of the nature of personal correspondence must
not be enclosed in a parcel.

If such be found the letter will be placed in the mails, if separable; and, if the letter be
inseparably attached, the whole package will be rejected. If, however, any such should
inadvertently be forwarded, the country of destination will collect double rate of postage.

A parcel may not contain any other parcel intended for delivery at an address other
than that borne by the parcel itself. If such enclosed parcel be detccted it must be sent
forward singly, charged with new and distinct parcel post rates.

A parcel for United States and Canal Zone may be registered on like conditions to those
that govern the registration of other correspondence; and on payment of the sum of two
pence additional to the first charge, the sender can obtain a receipt for such parcel from the
addressee, but parcels for the United States and the Canal Zone may not be insured.

Parcels must be so carefully packed as to be safely transmitted in the mails of either
country. both in going to the Post Office of exchange of the country of origin, as well as
to the office of address of the country of destination. Parcels may be sealed or fastened
by means of nails and serews.

There is collected from the addressee at time of delivery of every parcel post package
a delivery fee of 5 cents and a customs clearance charge of 10 cents in addition to any
other charges acerued.

If more than one parcel is sent at one time to one addressee, the sender should number
the parcels consecutively and should indicate on each parcel the number of parcels forming
the consignment. Tor instance, if the consignment consists of three parcels, the parcels
should be numbered “1/3,” “2/3,” *“3/3,” respectively. If the value of the goods (exclu-
sive of papers such as stocks, bends, etc., of no commercial valne) contained in a parcel
or in several parcels sent at*the same time by one sender to the same addressee exceeds
100 dollars, an invoice certified by a United States Consul should be furnished. This
invoice should be enclosed in the relative parcel, the Customs Declaration being noted
“Consular Invoice enclosed.” When the Consular Invoice relates to more parcels than
one, it should be enclosed in parcel No. 1, the Customs Declaration being noted accord-
ingly. The Customs Declarations or covers of the remaining parcels should be marked
“Consular Invoice in parcel No. 1.” If the sender prefers, however, the Consular Invoice
may be sent separately to the addressee, the relative Customs Declaration being suitably
noted. When the Consular Invoice is enclosed no other inveice or statement of value
need be furnished. If the Consular Invoice is sent separately to the addressee, com-
mercial invoice should be enclosed in the parcel.

If a parcel cannot be delivered as addressed, within 30 days of its reczipt, or is refused,
it will forthwith be returned to the senders, who must pay at the office of origin an
amount equal to the postage originally paid thereon.

Any request that a parcel may be readdressed or returned must be accompanied by
the amount of postage at the original rate for its further prepayment.

The Post Office Department will not be responsible for the loss or damage of any
package; and no indemnity can consequently be claimed by the sender or addressee in
either country.

Payment of Customs duty cannot be undertaken by the sender.

The limit of weight of parcels is 22 Ibs.

Tor prohibitions, see page 76






