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BRITISH EMPIRE 

De La Rue Die Proofs 

All the following die proofs are struck in black, unless stated otherwise, and have been cut down. 

Margins are given in millimetres. Where the term "uncleared" is mentioned the surrounds of the 

design are black. Occasionally other parts of the design, such as the background to the head, are 

also uncleared. Conversely, the term "cleared" indicates that the black area has been removed. 
Photo Lot Type Description Stamps Valuation Real 
   Jamaica 1860-63    
Photo 49  1d. unfinished proof with uncleared border to 

head space and full shading to face and neck, 
cleared surrounds, 2 to 3 mm. margins (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 12 0 0 

Photo 50  1d Finished proof with cleared surrounds but with 
full shading on neck, 21 to 3 mm. margins (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £10 10 0 0 

Photo 51  1d Ditto, but with different shading to leaves and 
slightly different shadow to shading on face (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £10 8 5 0 

Photo 52  2d. unfinished proof with uncleared or partially 
cleared border to head space, full shading on 
neck, cleared surrounds, 2 to 3 mm. margins 
(see Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 10 10 0 

Photo 53  2d Ditto, with uncleared corners as well as 
surrounds, full shading on neck, 1½ to2 mm. 
margins (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 10 0 0 

Photo 54  2d Finished proof with cleared surrounds, slightly 
different shading to neck and forehead, shaded 
leaves, 2 mm. margins (see Photo Plate II) 

I £10 7 15 0 

Photo 55  2d Ditto, but stronger shading on neck (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £10 8 10 0 

Photo 56  2d Ditto, but with lighter leaves, slightly smaller 
margins, small surface ship in value tablet (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £10 7 5 0 

 57  2d Ditto, but with lighter shading on neck, very 
close to ½ mm. margins 

1 £7 3 10 0 

Photo 58  3d. unfinished proof with uncleared surrounds, 
with dots between stars omitted and with full 
shading on leaves, face and neck, 2 to 3 mm. 
margins (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £14 14 0 0 

Photo 59  3d Ditto, but with cleared surrounds, 1 to 1½ mm. 
margins (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 8 10 0 

Photo 60  3d Ditto, but a clearer impression and with larger 
margins (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 11 0 0 

 61  3d Finished proof with dots added, slightly 
rubbed, 1½ to 2 mm. margins 

1 £10 7 5 0 

Photo 62  4d. proof of the head with uncleared surround, 
full shading on neck (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £8 6 15 0 

Photo 63  4d Ditto, but with silhouetted outlines (see Photo 
Plate II) 

1 £8 5 15 0 

Photo 64  4d Ditto, but clearer and lighter impression (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £8 6 10 0 

Photo 65  4d Unfinished proof of the design with uncleared 
border to the head space and with full shading on 
neck, uncleared surrounds, I mm. margins (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 13 10 0 

Photo 66  4d Finished proof with cleared surrounds and full 
shading on neck, light impression, close to + mm. 
margins, small mark at left (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £8 6 15 0 

 67  4d Ditto, but a deeper impression, poor margins 1 £5 4 5 0 
 68  4d Ditto, with lined spandrels, a less sharp 

impression,½ mm. margins 
1 £10 7 10 0 
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Photo Lot Type Description Stamps Valuation Real 
Photo 69  6d. unfinished proof with uncleared surround to 

head and to design, full shading on neck (see 
Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 10 10 0 

Photo 70  6d Finished proof with cleared surrounds 
showing pencil annotations where alterations had 
to be made and showing full shading on leaves, 
face and neck, + to 1 mm. margins, small defect 
in one corner (see Photo Plate II) 

 £9 10 0 0 

Photo 71  6d Ditto, but a similar impression without pencil 
marks, clear margins (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £8 4 0 0 

Photo 72  6d Ditto, with alterations made, pale impression 
(see Photo Plate II) 

1 £10 10 0 0 

Photo 73  1/- proof of the head with oval and outside frame 
lines drawn in against uncleared background and 
with uncleared surrounds (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £10 12 0 0 

Photo 74  1/- Unfinished proof with uncleared border to 
head space (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £12 12 0 0 

Photo 75  1/- Finished proof with cleared surrounds, leaves 
above forehead inked heavily and with different 
shading on forehead and neck (see Photo Plate 
II) 

1 £10 12 0 0 

Photo 76  1/- Ditto, but with top leaves darkly shaded, 
slightly smaller margins (see Photo Plate II) 

1 £ 10 13 0 0 

 77  1/- Ditto, but with top leaves lightly shaded 1 £10 10 10 0 
Photo 78  1/- Ditto, but a different impression (see Photo 

Plate 11) 
I £10 10 10 0 

 79  1/- Ditto, but a different impression 1 L 10 9 10 0 
 80  1/- Ditto, but a different impression 1 £10 7 5 0 
 81  1/- Ditto, but a different impression 1 £10 6 5 0 
   Finished Proofs    
 82  1d., 2d., 3d., 4d. (2, one defective), 6d. and 1/- 

finished proofs with cleared surrounds, 4- to 24 
mm. margins 

6 £35 38 0 0 
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