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2.2 Underpayment Text Classic Period 

2.2.1 Courtesy Strikes 

The following courtesy strikes were obtained in the 1890s and 1948. 

 
1890s 

 

1948 

 

 
If the accountancy strikes have not been recorded used, they are listed here. 
  



Encyclopaedia of Jamaican Philately - Instructional & Informational Markings – UnderPayment 

S Jarvis WIP Draft Oct 2014  Page 3 

 

2.2.2 UPSR Stamp Removed 

 

2.2.2.1 UPSR-DM04 ‘STAMP REMOVED BEFORE RECEIPT / AT THE GPO JAMAICA’ 

 

This handstamp is shown on the sheet of proof 
strikes c1890, it is in heavy sans serif type, 3 
mm in height. 
It is also present on the 1948 courtesy sheet. 

 
Little is known about this strike, as no examples have been recorded, but it is possible that it was 
designed to explain why it was necessary to impose a penalty. The theft of postage stamps from 
letters posted in remote places prior to their introduction into the mainstream postal system was 
wide spread in areas of extreme poverty. 
 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Rarity 

EJP UPSR-DM4  n/a   

EP I-16  1893   
RL DM04     
TF D04     

 
 

2.2.2.2 UPNS-DM04a ‘RECEIVED AT GPO JAMAICA / WITHOUT POSTAGE STAMPS’ 

 

A single framed handstamp, 66 x 18 mm; it is shown 
as block serif type 3mm in height. 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPNS-DM04a  1890s   

E P I-19  1948?   

RL DM04a  1948?   

TF D04a  1948?  * 
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2.2.3 UPMP – More to Pay 

2.2.3.1 UPMP-D01 – ‘MORE-TO-PAY’ 

 

An unframed single straight line marking 47 mm in length, 
with hyphenated worded sloping serif capitals 5½ mm high. 
Known in both black and red inks. 

Despatched to Jamaica 28 Sep 1843. 
 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPMP-D01 red 
black 

5 Jan 1844 
25 Mar 1851 

8 Jan 1844 
19 Jul 1859 

VR 
VR 

EP I41  25 Mar 1851 25 Aug 1869  

RL D01 
 

red 
black 

5 Jan 1844 
19 Jul 1859 

 
26 Dec 1859 

VR 
VR 

TF D01    * 

 

 

5 Jan 1844 (red) 
All in packet rate from Post 

Town = 1s2d 
Paid = 8d 

‘MORE-TO-PAY’ = 6d 

 

8 Jan 1844 
Alexandria-UK(Herefordshire)_ 

More-To-Pay 
Ex Harmers 198205 

 

8 Jan 1844 (red) 
Packet letter to Scotland, with 

'MORE-TO-PAY’  and PD5  
both in red, 

on reverse London transits & 
Aberdeen, ‘FE 18,1844’  

Ex Simpson (Sissons 1982) 

  

 

25 Mar 1851 (black) 
'MORE-TO-PAY '4' (in black),  

VERE P2a ‘MR 25,1851' on flap 
Kingston transit & St. Thomas 

AP5 receiver 
Ex Simpson (Sissons 1982) 

 

19 Jul 1859 
6d single rate packet letter via 

St. Thomas to Antigonish, Nova 
Scotia, 

Ex Glassco, D.S. Gallagher 
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2.2.3.2 UPMP-D1a – ‘MORE TO PAY’ 

 

 

A similar unframed single straight line handstamp with same 
wording "MORE TO PAY" - NOT hyphenated. 45 mm in length, 4½ 
mm sloping serif cans. Known only in red ink. 

Usually found on letters bearing adhesives. 
 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP   ? 25 Dec 1867  

EP I40  8 Jan 1844 5 Aug 1849  

RL D01a Red 8 Jan 1844 1867 R 

TF D01b Red 1851 1967 R 

 
An odd ‘coincidence’ that the 8 Jan 1844 EKD quoted is the same as the cover with hyphenated 
mark – This EKD must be treated as suspicious. 
 

 

25 Dec 1867 
Simpson (Sissons 1982) 

 

2.2.4 UPDP Detained for Postage 

2.2.4.1 UPDP-D02 – ‘No / Detained for Postage’ 

 

 

An unframed double straight line brass handstamp with legend "No / 
Detained for Postage" in upper and lower oblique case fancy script 
lettering 2 mm and 5½ mm in height with overall measurement of 45 
x 11 mm. The abbreviated "No" for "Number" placed at left to allow 
for insertion of a m/s number by a P.O. official.  

In the absence of a reciprocal postal agreement with a foreign country, the British Post Office 
refused to allow letters to pass from its possession unless all postage due to the British Post Office 
had been paid.  Where this had not been done, the letter was handstamped with UPRL-D-03 and 
returned to the sender for the additional postage, the amount required being added to the 
handstamp in m/s. 

This action was not always possible, especially when a letter originated in a foreign country and in 
that case, the letter was handstamped with this type and detained at the post office until the 
necessary postage had been paid. An advice note was then sent to the sender or his local agent if 
known, telling him that a letter had been detained at Kingston for further postage, and that on 
quoting the number on the advice note which corresponded with the number inserted in the 
handstamp on the letter, and paying the additional postage, the letter would be sent on its way. 
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Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPDP-D02  30 Jan 1852   

EP I59  (30 Jan 1852) 
sent 2 Jan 1846 

  

RL D2 Black 30 Jan 1852  U 

TF  Black 30 Jan 1852  U 

 
The only example recorded is on a part paid letter from New York to Vera Cruz, Mexico, via New 
Orleans and Jamaica. The letter bears various American and British marks, including K7a Kingston 
mark of 30 Jan 1852 and Kingston Paid PD5a of 12 Feb 1852. 
 

2.2.5 UPSP ‘Short Paid Fine’ 

2.2.5.1 UPSP-01 – ‘Short Paid Fine’ 

 

 

 

 
Source Reference EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPSP-01    

EP I44 24 May 1862 23 Jan 1869  

RL    UK 

TF    UK 

 

 

Received 15 Jan 1863 

 

23 Oct 1866 
Clarendon via Kingston (24 Oct 1866) to 

London (12 Nov 1866) 
1s rate per ½oz, so must have been 1 oz 

letter (m/s 2/-), therefore underpayment of 1s 
plus 6d fine 

 
Ex Vokins & Seaton 
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23 Sept 1867 
Ex Jarvis 

 

2.2.6 UPVS ‘Value Of Stamps / Due To Be Collected’ 

2.2.6.1 UPVS-01 – ‘VALUE OF STAMPS / DUE TO BE COLLECTED’ 

 

 

 

 

Source Reference EKD LKD  

EJP     

EP I46 4 Jun 1883   

RL    NK 

TF    NK 

 

2.2.7 UP4d  

2.2.7.1 UP4d-D07 ‘4d’ in circle 

 

 

A handstamp comprised of a fancy "4d" about 16 mm in height, 
enclosed within a 23 mm single circle. The ink is black. 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP      

EP      

RL D07 Black 20 Nov 1889  U 

TF D10  20 Nov 1889  U 

 
The only example recorded is reported to have been applied to an underpaid letter from Jamaica to 
England, accompanied by a single triangular D05 tax mark. Confirmation outstanding. 
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2.2.8 UPNE – Not Enclosed In Mail 

2.2.8.1 UPNE-D04 ‘NOT ENCLOSED IN MAIL / TAXED AS UNPAID’ 

 

A double straight line unframed handstamp in 2½ mm sans 
serif capitals 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPNE_D04 Black 12 Jan 1888  U 

EP I-130  12 Jan 1888 28 Mar 1893  

RL D04 Black 12 Jan 1888  U 

TF     NK 

 

 

12 Jan 1888 

Cover with a New York corner card 
addressed to Kingston, Jamaica. 
Handstamped on the reverse with 

Kingston squared circle (three arcs) of 
12 Jan 1888. Apparently carried by 

courier to Kingston. 

  

 
 



Encyclopaedia of Jamaican Philately - Instructional & Informational Markings – UnderPayment 

S Jarvis WIP Draft Oct 2014  Page 9 

2.3 UPRP ‘Returned for Postage’ Classic period 

2.3.1.1 UPRP-D03 – ‘RETURNED / For / POSTAGE’ 

 

 

 

A triple straight line brass handstamp in 4½ mm oblique serif capitals, 
except the word ‘For’, which is in antique letters and placed at the left 
of marking to allow for the insertion in m/s of the amount of postage 
outstanding. 

It is always in red ink. 

 
Despatched to Jamaica 26 Aug 1845. 
 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRP-D03 red 6 Aug 1851 17 Sep 1868  

EP I-58  see below   

RL D03 red 6 Aug 1851  VR 

TF D03  6 Aug 1851 12 Jul 1895 R 

Proud illustrates UPRP-D03 but quotes a date of 26 Jun 1854 which is the cover for mark UPRP-
D03a (which is not listed by him). 
 
Such markings can be found on letters bearing unofficially bisected postage stamps which had 
been returned to the sender for the correct postage. A pre-adhesive example follows: 
 

 

5 Aug,1851 
Letter from Vere, (P2a on reverse) to England, 'Returned, 

For '1/4' Postage'*** in red. 
Jamaica 'Paid' Aug16 & London 'Paid' 24SP1851, 

handstamps, 
Vere 15 Aug,1851 (on return), B.S. Kingston, 9 Aug 1851 

Simpson (Sissons 1982) 

  

 

6 Aug 1851 
Letter posted at Kingston on for transmission by private 

ship to New York and accordingly handstamped with Ship 
Letter SL5. 

Subsequent to the arrival of the mail packet at Kingston, 
the letter was handstamped with Type UPRL-D03 mark 

and returned to sender (as per P.O. regulations) for the 1/- 
packet postage required to transmit it to the USA via the 

British Post Office at St. Thomas, DWI. 
After reposting at the GPO on 12 Aug, Type SL5 was 

crossed out and the Paid dater D6 was applied to show 
that all the British postage had been paid. It arrived at St. 

Thomas on 19 Aug and was forwarded to New York by US 
Mail Contract Steamer. Upon arrival it was handstamped 

‘STEAM/SHIP’ and ‘10’ (cents), the contract charge paid by 
the recipient 
(Ex Topaz) 
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17 Sept 1868 

Kingston to Vere  with bisect paying the ½d book post rate. 

The item was examined at Kingston and rejected for book 
post with handstamp applied in red. 

The extra payment of 1½d (making a 2d rate) was paid 
with a 1d and a second bisect and resent 22 Sept. 

Ex Vokins? & Atmore 

  

 

2.3.1.2 UPRP-D03a ‘RETURNED / FOR / POSTAGE’ 

 

 

 

A similar unframed triple straight line handstamp with same 
legend. The lettering is in 4 mm sans serif capitals with 
overall measurements 35 x 17 mm.  

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRL-D03a Red  26 Jun 1854  U 

EP      

RL D03a Red  26 Jun 1854  U 

TF     NK 

 
Only one example is known, struck on a letter from a Kingston merchant to Madeira on 26 Jun 
1854 in red ink. 
 

 

Letter was underpaid and was returned to sender for 1/4 ‘more’ 
postage. Paid 26 Jun 1854 and covering mark PD6a applied; item 

going forward on month-end Packet of the same date, 

arriving London 18 July 1854, and Tombstone ‘PAID / 18 JY 18’ 
affixed. Circular ‘SHIP-LETTER/LONDON’ added following day. 

There are no Madeira markings. 

Stitt 1970; Simpson (Sissons 1982) 
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2.3.2 UPRP Returned for Postage 20th Century 

2.3.2.1 UPRP-D03b ‘RETURNED FOR / POSTAGE’ 

 

A double straight line marking enclosed within a single rectangular frame 
line 32 x 8½ mm. "RETURNED FOR / POSTAGE" 

This mark will possibly remain an enigma. Part of Astley Clerk's own collection, and addressed to 
his home, accompanying it is a small piece of paper bearing his notation which reads ‘during & 
after the 1907 Earthquake’ Date of despatch to Jamaica unknown, but it was necessarily prior to 
1907. 

Reports of that era would indicate that no special arrangements were needed during the 
earthquake emergency, nevertheless it is apparent that some individuals attempted to pass 
unfranked items through the post. The absence of a space for m/s insertion would indicate that the 
handstamp was intended to be used differently, though in what way has yet to be discovered. By 
this time, the necessity of returning letters for unpaid postage had passed. With Astley Clerk's 
reputation as a serious postal historian, and the fact that the piece is address to him, there would 
seem little reason to doubt its authenticity, sadly, it remains the only example yet recorded. 

Foster stated that no special postal arrangements were necessary because of this emergency but 
it is possible that some individuals attempted to pass unfranked material through the post. 

 

 
 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRL-D03b  Jan 1907  U 

EP I-60  1907   

RL D-03b Black Jan 1907  U 

TF D03a Black Jan 1907  U 
 

 
Kingston Post Office & Town Hall 

Records show that, at 3.35 on the morning of 
14 January 1907, the island woke up to 
devastation caused by a very severe 
earthquake. Kingston suffered great damage, 
most buildings suffering some damage, many 
being completely destroyed. A temporary Post 
and Telegraph Office was set up at Blundell 
Hall, in East Street, where, it is said, clerks set 
up tables under the shade of a tree, to conduct 
post office business. With the apparent 
breakdown in public services, albeit on a 
temporary basis, opportunists are said to have 
posted letters without stamps, saying it was 
impossible to purchase them. It would seem the 
Postmaster caused this handstamp to be made, 
and used, to return unstamped mail to the 
sender. 
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2.3.2.2 UPRP-D03c ‘RETURNED FOR POSTAGE / mail to this address / is not 
postage free’ 

 

 

An unframed triple straight line 
handstamp with serif lettering. Top 
line is 2¾ mm serif caps, and lower 
two lines 2 mm serif letters. 

 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRP-03c Violet 10 Feb 1941 24 Feb 1941 VR3 

EP I-66  10 Feb 1941   

RL D3c Violet 10 Feb 1941  U 

TF     NK 

 
 

 

10 Feb 1941 

The m/s figure ‘3’ at left is in blue 
crayon crossed out with red ink. 

The reverse bears a Spanish 
Town receiving double ring of 

11 Feb 1941 

 

 

22 Feb 1941 

Ex Moh 
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24 Feb 1941 

Ex Hamilton 

 

 

2.3.2.3 UPRP-03d ‘Returned for postage / Mail to this address / is not postage free’ 

 

 

 

 
Source Reference EKD LKD  

EJP UPRP-03d 5 Mar 1945  U 

EP I-67 4 Mar 1945   

RL    NK 

TF    NK 

 

 

Mar 1945  
but was this reposted date? 

Ex Stanton 

 
UPRP-XXXX_19510606-a 
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2.3.2.4 UPRP-DA04 – ‘RETURNED FOR / ADDITIONAL POSTAGE ____’ 

 

 

A double straight line rubber handstamp with legend: 
RETURNED FOR / Additional Postage ___________ 
enclosed within a single rectangular frame measuring 50 mm 
by 12 mm. Serif lettering with the top line in 2½ mm caps, 
and the lower line 3 to 2 mm upper and lower case, with a 
blank space after "Postage", also a 12½ mm straight line 
base for the insertion of a manuscript AMOUNT DUE.  

 
Foster identified two variants of this handstamp with slightly different spacing. 
 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRP-DA04  26 Jan 1952 25 Mar 1956 R 

EP I-63  18 Feb 1949 11 Dec 1951  

RL DA04 Airgram Violet 28 Feb 1949 11 Dec 1957 R 

RL DA04 Surface Violet 7 Nov 1952  VR 

TF D06  2 Nov 1951 19 Feb 1954  

TF D06a  28 Feb 1949 11 Dec 1957  

 
Normally used on International Air Letters, but also known in surface mail service. 

Post Office regulations required that airmail correspondence should be fully prepaid or it was liable 
to be sent by surface mail or otherwise delayed. 

The practice of returning ‘Air Mail’ for additional postage does not seem to have carried out very 
thoroughly and it was probably more convenient to apply ‘Additional Tax markings’. 

 

Comment [PSVJ1]: 26 Jan 1952 
seen in Allman stock (2006) to UK with 
m/s 2½ 
29 Apr 1953 SPJ colln 
14 Jul 1953 Bill Gibb colln 
18 Mar 1954 Sutcliffe Colln 
25 Mar 1956 Lant doc 



Encyclopaedia of Jamaican Philately - Instructional & Informational Markings – UnderPayment 

S Jarvis WIP Draft Oct 2014  Page 15 

Foster says that the reason for the use of this handstamp is not apparent, since its use on surface 
mail would be a reversion to a practice abandoned before 1900. 

It has been seen on letters to destinations outside the island (England, Australia U.S.A. etc} and 
also on inland mail. In all cases the ‘missing’ postage has been added by the sender.  

Foster believed that it may have been confined to underpaid mail originating from large business 
houses in Kingston which was easily returned to the sender for additional postage, but this was 
only a supposition. 

The amount required (in pence) was inserted in m/s in the space provided on the handstamp.  In 
many cases the stamp required is stuck over the handstruck mark, letters are known as such sent 
back to the office of origin from Kingston with the additional stamp postmarked with the postmark 
of the office of origin.   

 

 
26 Jan 1952  

seen in Allman stock (2006) to UK  
with m/s ‘2½’ 

 

7 Nov 1952 
Adhesives 2d 

Surface rate 5d, Airmail 8d 
Marked underpaid 3d and returned 
Adhesives 3dx2 added (for airmail) 

Reposted 10 Nov 
Sent by ? – no indication 

 

29 Apr 1953 
reverse with Mona cds 30 Apr 1953 

 

14 Jul 1953 
Ex  Bill Gibb colln 
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18 Mar 1954 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 

25 Mar 1956 

King George VI Priestmans River Air Letter 
(Type SAL5), from Half-Way-Tree to New 

Guinea, 25 Mar 1956, tied with Half-Way-Tree 
Double Ring. Regular air latter rate 9d. or 3d. 
shortpaid, and Mark DA4 applied at Kingston 

GPO. Air letter returned to sender for 3d. 
amount due. Necessary postage affixed to 

reverse as indicated in manuscript on obverse. 
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2.3.2.5 UPRP-DA04a ‘RETURNED FOR / ADDITIONAL POSTAGE / OF …………..’ 

Added subsequently from BCPSG J128-152 

 

 

A triple straight line handstamp enclosed within a single line 
rectangular frame measuring 50 by 23 mm. Sans-serif lettering 
with the top line in 2¼ mm caps, and the lower two lines in 1¾ 
mm caps. A dotted line appears after OF for the insertion of the 
amount due. 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRP-DA04a Violet 5 Aug 1980 10 Mar 1985  

EP      

RL DA04A Violet 27 Oct 1982  VR 

TF     NK 

 

 
 

5 Aug 1980 

 
 

1981? 

 
 

11 Jun 1983 
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10 Mar 1985 

 

2.3.2.6 UPRP-DA06a ‘RETURNED FOR POSTAGE’ 47x4mm 

 

 

An unframed straight line rubber handstamp with legend, 
measuring 4 mm by 47 mm in sans-serif caps. 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRP-DA06a  Aug 1972   

EP      

RL DA06 Violet ? Aug 1972  VR 1 

TF      

 

 

Aug 1972 

Domestic airmail cover, Kingston to 
Chicago, apparently posted without 

postage and returned to sender. 
Marking DA6 applied. Subsequently 
returned with Jamaica Airways 10¢ 
issue affixed (regular airmail rate to 

United States was 10¢ per half-ounce, 
coincident with Independence Issue of 

September 1969). Kingston MSR 
applied and cover was despatched via 

air mail on ? Aug 1972. 

 

2.3.2.7 UPRP-DA06b ‘RETURNED FOR POSTAGE’ 57 x7mm 

 

 

An unframed straight line rubber handstamp with 
legend, measuring 7 mm by 57 mm in sans-serif 
caps. 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRP-DA06b Violet 1977   

EP      

RL      

TF      
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??/???/1977 
Stamp affixed to reverse postmarked 

Ex Jarvis 

 

2.3.2.8 UPRP-DA06c ‘RETURNED FOR POSTAGE’ 54 x5mm 

 

 

An unframed straight line rubber handstamp with legend, 
measuring 5 mm by 54 mm in sans-serif caps. 

 
Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPRL-DA06c Violet 1981   

EP      

RL      

TF      

 

 

18 Aug 1981 
Ex Jarvis 
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2.4 Underpayment Text – 20th Century 

2.4.1.1 UPNS-DM03 ‘RECEIVED AT G.P.O./ KINGSTON 2 / WITHOUT POSTAGE 
STAMPS’ 

 

 

A rectangular single frame handstamp measuring 55 mm by 
20 mm, with legend in three straight lines: 

Sans serif 3 mm capital letters, violet ink. 

 
Known used in conjunction with other marks 
 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPNS-DM03  28 Sep 1965   

EP      

RL DM03  28 Sep 1965  R 

TF D04b Violet 28 Sept 1965  c 

 

The only example of this handstamp seen to date is struck on an unstamped letter (see below) to 
the U.S.A., probably posted in Kingston. 

The handstamp was almost certainly applied at Windward Road Post Office, which comprised 
Kingston Postal District 2, as the specimen seen has a m/s 2 inserted after the word KINGSTON. 
Foster  says, it is logical to assume therefore, that the other Postal District Offices in Kingston have 
similar handstamps to this and it will be interesting to see whether further examples carry a m/s 
Postal District number. 

 

 

28 Sept 1965 

Airmail cover from Windward Road to Chicago, 
September 28, 1965, received at Kingston G.P.O. 

without postage stamps. Markings D9e, DA8c, 
and DM3 applied. Reverse also bears Windward 

Road cancel. 

Courtesy strikes, apparently provided by the 
Kingston G.P.O., are known of two miscellaneous 

markings, issued for use when the postal 
adhesives have become dislodged or removed. 

Neither has as yet been recorded in actual 
service. 
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2.4.2 Insufficiently Paid 

2.4.2.1 UPIN-01 ‘INSUFFICIENTLY PAID’ 

 

This mark appears on GB internal mail and 
hence is not considered to be a Jamaica 
mark. 

 

Source Reference Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPIN-01  25 Nov 1904 29 Aug 1929  

EP I49  25 Nov 1904   

TF      

 

The 25 Nov 1904 mark is on a Paquebot postcard addressed to Southampton, missent to Malta. 

The card bears a GB ½d adhesive, Kingston cds of 15 Nov 1904 and other marks. 

The other three examples known are to Glasgow in the 1920s. 

 
25 Nov 1904 

Ex Allman 

 

29 Aug 1929 

Ex Jarvis 

 

a 1920s 

 

b 1920s 

 

Comment [PSVJ2]: 29 Aug 1929 SPJ 
25 Nov 1904 Allman Nov 2007 £195 


