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2.9 UPTD Tax and Centime Duplex Markings 
The Duplex Tax markings, issued in accordance with U.P.U. regulations, were intended to provide 
an understandable system for the collection of postage due to the Jamaica Post Office, by whom 
they were applied. 
They were issued primarily for use on underpaid mail going overseas and as a standard unit of 
currency for exchange was essential, the Gold Centime was established, 5 Gold Centimes being 
considered equal to ½d Sterling.  This assessment ensured that the correct fee was collected from 
the recipient of the letter and more important, that the correct amount of postage due was remitted 
to the Jamaica Post Office. 

 

As these handstamps were applied to mail that had already been postmarked and inspected, it 
was thus not necessary to include the date in their makeup. 

With one exception, they were composed of two circles or tandem marks, not necessarily of the 
same dimensions, known as the LEFT-HAND and RIGHT-HAND circles. The lone exception is 
Type D09k, which was comprised of two double rings. 

The left-hand circle, again with the one exception, contained the TAX capital letter "T" at the top 
and curved below around the lower arc of the circle was the Colony name "JAMAICA". Type D9k 
was again the exception, with the Colony name "JAMAICA" curved inside around the top arc 
instead of around the bottom arc, with the TAX "T" in the center below. 

The right-hand circle or double ring was composed of the word "CENTIMES" curved inside around 
the top, and the AMOUNT DUE figures in the center below. 

 

2.9.1.1 UPTD-D09 

 

 

A duplex rubber handstamp comprised of two single circles, each 
17½ mm in diameter. In the left-hand circle is a large thick seriffed 
capital letter "T" about 10 mm in height, and curved below the Colony 
name "JAMAICA" in small 2 mm serif caps, concluding with a period. 

In the right-hand circle is the word "CENTIMES", curved inside the top 
in 2 mm serif caps, and below in the center is the amount due in 3½ 
mm serif Arabic figures. 

Four values have been recorded, and others may exist. All are in 
violet ink. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09 10 CENTIMES violet 4 Aug 1913   

  20 CENTIMES violet    

  30 CENTIMES violet    

  40 CENTIMES violet    

EP UP-21 10 C  8 Nov 1913 7 Oct 1920  

 UP-22 20 C  9 May 1916 15 Apr 1920  

 UP-23 30 C  7 Feb 1913 18 May 1918  

 UP-24 40 C  1 Nov 1913 26 May 1915  

RL D09 10 CENTIMES violet 11 Jun 1914 22 Sep 1919 S 

  20 CENTIMES violet 9 May 1916 4 Jan 1920 N 

  30 CENTIMES violet 15 Feb 1913 18 May 1918 N 

  40 CENTIMES violet 2 Sep 1914 26 May 1915 UN 

TF D11      
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4 Aug 1913 
 

Underpaid by ½d 
Taxed 10c = 1d ie double 

 
 
 

 

Appears to be smaller size to above? 
 

25 Jul 1918 
 

Underpaid by ½d 
Taxed 10c = 1d ie double 
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2.9.1.2 UPTD-D09a. 

 

 

Similar in format to Type D9 but with circles about 16½ mm in 
diameter. 

Left-hand circle: The capital letter "T" is sans serif, about 9 mm in 
height; the Colony name "JAMAICA" below is in 2 mm serif caps, 
concluding with a full point. 

Right-hand circle: The word "CENTIMES" is in 2 mm serif caps 
curved around the top, and the "AMOUNT DUE" below is in the 
centre in 3½ mm serif figures. Four values are known to exist. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09a 10 CENTIMES violet    

  20 CENTIMES violet    

  30 CENTIMES violet Oct 1927   

  40 CENTIMES violet 11 Sep 1928 17 Oct 1936  

EP UP-26 10 C  18 Oct 1923 11 Mar 1929  

 UP-27 20 C  26 Nov 1920 24 May 1929  

 UP-28 30 C  13 Jan 1926 15 Jan 1928  

RL D09a  10 CENTIMES violet 18 Oct 1923 8 May 1929 C 

  20 CENTIMES violet 14 Oct 1927 4 Oct 1929 UN 

  30 CENTIMES violet 16 Aug 1926 15 Jan 1928 UN 

  40 CENTIMES violet  17 Oct 1936 VR 

TF D11a 10, 20 & 30 C  As Lant As Lant  

 D11b 20 C  20 Nov 1920   

 D11b 40 C  17 Oct 1936   

 
Lant amalgamated Foster D11a and D11b into one type. D11b. 20c of 20 Nov 1920 was annotated 
by Foster in manuscript, Ex Watson. 
 

 

40c 
11 Sep 1928 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Underpaid by 2d 
Taxed 40c = 4d 

ie double 

 

40c 
17 Oct 1936 

 
Underpaid by 2d 
Taxed 40c = 4d 

ie double 
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2.9.1.3 UPTD-D09b 

 

 

Similar format with both circles about 17 mm in diameter. 

Left-hand circle: The capital "T" is 7 to 7½ mm high with an outlined 
periphery. The Colony name curved below is in 1¾ mm serif cans 
with full point. 

Right-hand circle: Word "CENTIMES" curved around the top, also in 
1¾ mm serif caps; the AMOUNT DUE, is in the centre below in 2½ 
mm serif figures. 

Two dies have been recorded and three values are known. The 10 
and 20 Centimes in both violet and black inks, and the 30 Centimes in 
violet only. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09b 10 CENTIMES violet 6 Aug 1930 1 May 1940  

  10 CENTIMES black    

  20 CENTIMES violet    

  20 CENTIMES black    

  30 CENTIMES violet 20 Aug 1940 Nov 1940  

EP UP-31 10 C  9 Aug 1929 20 Apr 1942  

 UP-32 20 C  13 Jul 1929 18 Jan 1940  

 UP-33 30C  1 Jul 1929 1 Sep 1940  

RL D09b 10 CENTIMES violet 9 Aug 1929 23 Dec 1939 UN 

  10 CENTIMES black 19 Oct 1939 2 Dec 1939 R 

  20 CENTIMES violet 13 Jul 1929 23 Feb 1934 UN 

  20 CENTIMES black 16 Jun 1933  VR 

  30 CENTIMES violet 1 Jul 1929 16 Mar 1939 C 

TF D11c 10 C Violet  16 Apr 1940  

  Others  As Lant As Lant  

 

 

10c 
6 Aug 1930 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 

10c 
31 Jan 1933 

 
Underpaid by ½d 

Taxed 10c = 1d ie double 
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10c 
4 Mar 1940 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Underpaid by ½d 

Taxed 10c = 1d ie double 

 

10c 
10 Apr 1940 
Ex Belcher 

 
 

Underpaid by ½d 
Taxed 10c = 1d ie double 

 

10c 
1 May 1940 

 
 

Underpaid by ½d 
Taxed 10c = 1d ie double 

 

20c 
30 May 1933 

 
 

 

30c 
21 Oct 1939 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
 

Underpaid by 1d 
Taxed 20c = 2d ie double 
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30c 
Nov 1940 

Ex Belcher 
 
 

Underpaid by 1½d 
Taxed 30c = 3d ie double 

 

2.9.1.4 UPTD-D09c 

 

 

Same format with two 21 mm diameter circles. Five Three 
values have been reported including 40 CENTIMES with some 
strikes showing a portion of the handstamp's rectangular holder. 

LEFT-HAND Circle - The capital "T" is serif, about 6 mm high; 
Colony name "JAMAICA" is curved below in 2½ mm serif caps 
minus the full point. RIGHT-HAND Circle - The word 
"CENTIMES" curved around the top in 2½ mm serif caps; 
Amount due is in low center below in 6 mm serif figures. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09c 10 CENTIMES violet 22 May 1947   

  20 CENTIMES violet 27 May 1947   

  30 CENTIMES violet 21 May 194?   

  40 CENTIMES violet 22 Jan 1949 12 Apr 1949  

  60 CENTIMES violet    

       

EP UP-37 20 C  9 Dec 1947   

 UP-39 10, 40 & 60 C  4 Feb 1947   

RL D09c 10 CENTIMES violet 1 Apr 1946   

  40 CENTIMES violet 22 Jan 1949   

  60 CENTIMES violet 21 Jan 1947   

TF D11d 10 C   28 Jun 1949  

  Others  As Lant As Lant  

 

 

10c 

22 May 1947 

Ex Sutcliffe 
 
 

Underpaid by ½d 
Taxed 10c = 1d ie double 
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20c 
27 May 1947 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
 

Underpaid by 1d 
Taxed 20c = 2d ie double 

 

20c 
27 May 1947 
Ex Sutcliffe  

Underpaid by 1d 
Taxed 20c = 2d ie double 

 

30c 

21 May 194? 

Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Underpaid by 1½d 

Taxed 30c = 3d ie double 

 

30c 
16 Oct 1949 
Ex Belcher 

Check positioning of the 30?  
 

Underpaid by 1½d 
Taxed 30c = 3d ie double 

 

40c 
22 Jan 1949 

 
 

Underpaid by 2d 
Taxed 40c = 4d ie double 
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40c 
12 Apr 1949 
Ex Sutcliffe  

 
Underpaid by 2d 

Taxed 40c = 4d ie double 

 
 
 

2.9.1.5 UPTD-D09k 

 

A somewhat different duplex handstamp has been recorded 
consisting of two 25 mm double rings instead of the customary two 
single circles. The double rings are positioned 3 mm apart and are 
in violet ink. LEFT-HAND Double Ring - Colony name "JAMAICA" 
curved inside around the top instead 9f at the bottom, in 2 mm 
sans serif caps, with a 5 mm serif capital letter "T" in the center 
below. 

RIGHT-HAND Double Ring - The word "CENTIMES" in 2 mm sans 
serif caps is curved inside around the top, with the amount due in 
center below in 4½ mm serif figures.. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09k   5 Jun 1948   

EP UP-43 30 C  6 Jun 1948 18 Sep 1949  

RL D09K 30 C Violet 5 Jun 1948  U 

TF      NK 

 
Only one copy known 

 

5 Jun 1948 

Domestic overseas cover from 
Friendship to Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A., 5 

Jun 1948, franked with a 1½ d. King 
George VI definitive, tied with Friendship 

double ring. Postage underpaid and 
duplex mark D9k applied in violet. 

 

2.9.2 Re-Valuation of Sterling 

The Pound Sterling was devalued by 30% (From $4.03 to $2.80) on 19 September 1949 
(announced late on 18th), resulting in a corresponding increase in the value of the GOLD CENTIME 
and a new UPU exchange ratio, namely: 

4 GOLD CENTIMES to be equal to ½d. STERLING.  

7 GOLD CENTIMES to be equal to 1d. STERLING. 

All existing duplex handstamps thus became obsolete. 
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Foster proposed a Theory !  Until this time duplex tax handstamps showed double the deficiency, 
i.e. the straight rate to be converted!  Afterwards the handstamp showed the deficiency only and 
this had to be doubled and converted on arrival. 
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2.9.2.1 UPTD-D09l 

The "T" marking seems to fit the description of the one listed by Lant as D6g (or Proud type UP35) 
even though Lant states that the diameter is 21mm and the one on this cover measures 21mm 
horizontally and 20mm vertically.  I have not seen the 4D strike before.  I believe the T and 4D 
strikes were made separately because if you look at the scan showing an enlargement of the 
strikes, you will see that when the T is upright, the 4D is tilted slightly to the left.  Also, there 
appears to be a vague outline of the two handstamp frames, and the right side of the 4D frame 
appears to be larger than the "T" frame outline as defined by its left corners. 
 

 

UPTD-D09l-04c_19491018-
a_obv 

Ex K Moh 

 

 

2.9.2.2 UPTD-D09d 

 

 

A provisional handstamp having the same format but with circles of 
different sizes. It was apparently an unused duplex marking expressed 
in the old currency with the value only partly obliterated. Violet ink; only 
two values known. 

LEFT-HAND Circle - 19 mm in diameter with sans serif 3½ mm capital 
"T"; Colony name "JAMAICA" curved below in 2¼ mm serif caps. 
RIGHT-HAND Circle - 21 mm diameter with word "CENTIMES" in 2½ 
mm serif caps, and the amount due in indistinct figures about 8 mm with 
either figure "4" or "7" superimposed. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09d 4 CENTIMES violet 19 Feb 1951   

  7 CENTIMES violet    

  14 CENTIMES violet    

  21 CENTIMES violet    

EP UP-45      

RL D09d 4 CENTIMES violet 8 May 1951 ? Apr 1959  

  7 CENTIMES violet 29 Jul 1959 ? Nov 1960  

TF D11e      
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04c 
19 Feb 1951  
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
 

 

14c 
Ex Dunbar 

The 14c, no there's no trace of a year. The closest I 
can get is after the issue date of the 1d blue-green 

(ie 25.10.51 or later), and a best guess of 52 or 53. I 
had a go at seeing if I could track down when Gene 
Autrey's address changed from Republic Studios to 

920 Sunset Blvd, but couldn't get any precision out of 
imdb etc.. The month/day I make JY 16 (from the RH 

impression). 
 

Should be 5d underpaid 2d 
= 14c 

 

21c 
Ex Dunbar 

On the 21c I can see a (5?)1, so 23.4.51. 
On the scan, the "1" runs from the lion's 
mouth through the upper dot on its 
forelimb. The 5 is barely there but if you 
zoom the scan, its upper part sort of curves 
round the claws of that limb. Hard to be 
completely certain about that 5 though. The 
stamp of course places it a little (ie after 
Feb 51), and I think, relatively speaking, 
that stamp wasn't so commonly used after 
'51, unlike the definitives.  
 

Underpaid by 3d = 21c 
 

 

2.9.2.3 UPTD-D09e 
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Similar format with circles of 20 and 21 mm diameter. Several dies 
recorded with total of nine values; spacing between circles varies 
from 1¼ mm to 3 mm. 

LEFT-HAND Circle - The capital letter "T" is sans serif with height of 
3½ mm; Colony name below is in 2¼ mm serif caps. 

RIGHT-HAND Circle - Word "CENTIMES" is in ¼ mm serif caps with 
amount due below in ½ mm sans serif figures. At times an arc 
appears below the word "CENTIMES". Always in violet ink. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09e 4 CENTIMES violet  27 May 1961  

  7 CENTIMES violet 23 Jul 1955 5 Jun 1969  

  14 CENTIMES violet 31 Dec 1952 15 Nov 1958  

  16 CENTIMES violet 13 May 1956 28 Nov 1958  

  18 CENTIMES violet 22 Sep 1953 22 Sep 1953  

  21 CENTIMES violet 1953 4 Jun 1963  

  28 CENTIMES violet 5 Sept 1960   

  36 CENTIMES violet 13 Feb 1953   

  42 CENTIMES violet 22 Jul 1960 8 Jul 1963  

  63 CENTIMES violet    

  70 CENTIMES violet    

       

EP UP-46 4 C  12 Mar 1953 1 Apr 1959  

 UP-47 7 C  23 Nov 1955 15 Apr 1962  

 UP_49 11 C  12 Oct 1955   

 UP-50 16 C  1 Aug 1956 14 Nov 1956  

 UP-51 21 C  25 Jan 1953 24 Feb 1962  

 UP-53 28 C  7 Feb 1960 6 Aug 1962  

 UP-55 42 C  13 Jun 1960 6 Aug 1962  

       

       

RL D09e 4 CENTIMES violet 4 May 1951 ? Apr 1959  

  7 CENTIMES violet 1 May 1957 5 Apr 1962  

  14 CENTIMES violet 14 Dec 1953 13 Jun 1961  

  21 CENTIMES violet ? Mar 1953 24 Feb 1962  

  28 CENTIMES violet 7 Feb 1960 27 May 1963  

  35 CENTIMES violet 16 Dec 1960   

  42 CENTIMES violet 13 Jun 1960 28 Sep 1965  

  63 CENTIMES violet 2 Jun 1954   

  70 CENTIMES violet 12 Oct 1955   

       

TF D11f & D11g 4 C   17 May 1961  

  7 C  6 Apr 1957   

  70 C  6 Jun 1955   

  Others  Don’t extend Lant  

 

Included is a 42 CENTIMES item changed in manuscript to read 21 CENTIMES. 

The 63 CENTIMES marking was used on an underpaid second class air mail letter to England, and 
it also bears the only known Type DA07 handstamp reading "SECOND CLASS AIR MAIL/MUST 
NOT BE SEALED" 
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04c 
9 Apr 1958 (may be 1959?) 

Ex Sutcliffe 
 

Airmail rate 1s6d 
Surface rate 3d from 1 Apr 1959 

Underpaid ½d = 4c 

 

04c 
15 Jun 1959 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Surface rate 3d from 1 Apr 1959 

Underpaid ½d = 4c 

 

4c 
27 May 1961 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Surface rate 3d from 1 Apr 1959 

Underpaid ½d = 4c 

 

07c 
23 Jul 1955 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
 

Surface rate 5d 
Underpaid 1d = 7c 
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07c 
29 Jul 1959 

 
6d rate to USA but only taxed 7c = 1d 

 

7c 
5 Apr 1963 

Jamaica to Chicago 
Adhesives 5d 

Airmail rate 8d per ½oz 
Surface Rate 6d per 1oz 

Treated as surface 
Taxed 7c = 1d 

 
Plus DA08b 

 

7c 
5 Jun 1969? 

 
Rate to UK in 1969 4d so underpaid by 3d! 

Previous 3d so underpaid 2d 
But seems to be rated 1d underpaid 

Therefore probably printed paper @ 2d 

 

14c 
31 Dec 1952 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Airgrammes to USA only valid from 1955 

therefore treated as a letter which should be 
8d rate (airmail). 

Underpaid by 2d = 14c 
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14c 
12 Dec 1957 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
UPU rate of 5d, therefore underpaid 2d = 14c 

 

 

14c 
15 Nov 1958 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Ordinary letter rate to UK 1s6d 
therefore underpaid 2d = 14c 

 

16c 
13 May 1956 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Rate 2½d, underpaid 

Should be 7c+7c+4c = 18c? 

 

16c 
28 Nov 1958 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Rate 2½d, underpaid 

Should be 7c+7c+4c = 18c? 
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18c 
22 Sep 1953 

Ex Horry 
 

Rate 5d, Paid 2½d 
Underpaid 2½d = 7c+7c+4c = 18c 

 

21c 
1953 

Rate 5d underpaid 3d = 21c 

 

21c 
4 June 1963 or later 

(as FFH adhesive issue date) 
 

Airmail rate 1s from 1 Jul 1963 
Underpaid 3d = 21c 

 

28c 
5 Sept 1960 
Adhesive 2d 

Surface Rate = 6d 
Underpayment 4d = 28c 
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36c 
19530223-a 

 
Surface rate = 5d  

Would have expected 35c 

 

42c 
22 Jul 1960 

 
Rate 6d therefore =42c 

 

42c 
8 Jul 1963 

 
Rate 6d therefore =42c 
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2.9.2.4 UPTD-D09g 

 

 

Similar in format to the previous duplex types with both circles 21½ 
mm in diameter and 9 mm apart. Only two values are known, both in 
violet ink. LEFT-HAND Circle has a serif capital letter "T" 

4½ mm in height; Colony name "JAMAICA W.I." is curved around 
the bottom in 2 mm serif caps. RIGHT-HAND Circle - The word 
"CENTIMES" is in 2 mm serif caps curved around the top, with 
amount due below near bottom in 3 mm serif figures. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09g 14 crayon 15 Aug 1961   

  11 CENTIMES violet    

  14 CENTIMES violet 30 Mar 1962 25 May 1963  

EP UP-63 14 C  29 Oct 1957 Su 6 Aug 1962  

RL D09g 11 CENTIMES violet 15 Feb 1960   

  14 CENTIMES violet 29 Oct 1957 8 Mar 1963  

TF D11h      

 

 

14c? 
15 Aug 1961 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
 

 

14c 
26 Feb 1962 

eBay 

 

14c 
30 Mar 1962 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
1s6d airmail rate 

Underpaid 2d = 14c 
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14c 
25 May 1963 
Ex Sutcliffe 

 
Treated as letter rather than aerogramme 

Rated 8d. Underpaid 2d = 14c 

  



Encyclopaedia of Jamaican Philately - Instructional & Informational Markings – UnderPayment 

S Jarvis WIP Draft Oct 2014  Page 21 

 

2.9.2.5 UPTD-D09f 

 

 

Similar in format - 21 mm circles 9 mm apart. Two dies reported, all 
in violet ink. 

LEFT-HAND Circle - has serif capital letter "T" about 5 mm in 
height, situated close to center with Colony name "JAMAICA" 
curved below in 2 mm serif caps. 

RIGHT-HAND Circle - Word "CENTIMES" curved around the top in 
2 mm serif caps, and amount due in sans serif figures about 5½ mm 
high. 

 
Source Reference  Colour EKD LKD Scarcity 

EJP UPTD-D09f 4 CENTIMES     

  21 CENTIMES  7 Jan 1965   

EP       

RL D09f 4 CENTIMES violet 28 Apr 1963* 25 Aug 1965  

  21 CENTIMES violet 7 Jan 1965 26 Apr 1965  

TF D11k 4 C  28 Apr 1965 25 Aug 1965  

 D11j 21 C  10 Oct 1964 31 Dec 1965  

 
* Looks suspect, as Foster original manuscript states 1965. 

 
Also, an 11 CENTIMES value has been reported 26 Apr 1965, changed in manuscript to 21 
CENTIMES. 
 

 

7 Jan 1965 
Port Antonio to Chicago 

3d adhesives 
Surface mail rate 6d for 1

st
 oz 

=21c 

 
 


