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The Jamaica Philatelic Society.
(Established since April 14th, 1920.)

Offers membership to Philatelists residing in any 
part of the world.

A regular monthly Sales Packet is circulated 
in Jamaica among the local members of the 
Society. "

Packets also sent to other Philatelic Societies 
abroad by special arrangement.

Members residing abroad contribute to all 
Packets and get ready sale for their duplicates.

,

The fees are low being only 2s. for Entrance 
and 3s. per annum. Life membership 21/-.

Hon. Exchange Superintendent

Mr. P. J. FERNANDEZ,
P.O. Box 158— Kingston, Jamaica,

Application Forms will be supplied by the

Hon. Secretary :: Mr..G. C. GUNTER,
Kingston, Jamaica.
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Editorial Peris.

'Y U S TIO R D A Y — T O - D A Y .

Does the year of the Tropics pass 
quicker away than the year of the 
climes where the Cold holds sway? 
Now, is it not strange, good reader, 
that the first two lines positively 
rhyme, and rhyme themselves, too, I 
will swear, although I never do swear, 
for I did not rhyme them. The ques­
tion remains, however, is the tropic 
year shorter than the year of other 
climes? Personally, I am inclined to 
answer affirmatively, for it is, as it 
were hut yesterday, that the last num­
ber of the Jamaica Philatelist was sent' 
to you, and, to-day, behold us sending 
you another issue. Time does fly, does 
it not?

Our 1928 number seems to have 
been greatly appreciated, if we are to 
judge by the many letters received, 
and articles which appeared in the 
Philatelic Journals, nor must we for­
get the several requests received from 
abroad and locally to “be sure to put 
my name on your mailing list for next 
year” .

AH this appreciation, for which we

tender our grateful thanks, has re­
sulted in our doubling the circulation 
of our present issue, and giving you as 
well, a more voluminous-1929 number, 
which we are certain will please our 
advertisers and readers no less than 
the previous volume did.

TIUC JAM AICA HOOK.

After nearly four years of strenuous 
work, a committee, consisting of Eng­
lish and Jamaican collaborators, as­
sisted by Jamaican specialists all over 
the world, has turned out a Handbook 
of Jamaican Postal PI i story, of
which they and the publishers, Messrs. 
Stanley Gibbons and Co., London, have 
every reason to ' be proud. The work 
owes its being to Mr. Herbert Cooke 
of Jamaica, President of the P.E.C., 
London, who, visiting England in 1925, 
gave a dinner to, what afterwards be­
came, the English portion of the com­
mittee, and put his ideas of a Jamaica 
Handbook before them. The idea was 
warmly received, and immediately 
acted on, resulting in one of the finest 
Philatelic Publications ever passed
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through, the Press. Mr. Cooke, the 
Committee, ami the publishers, are to 
be congratulated on the wonderful 
success attending their labours. The 
book, which' has proved a good seller, 
was entered, at the London Stamp 
Exhibition for 1928, in the name of the 
Jamaica Philatelic Society, and won a 
silver medal, which, can be seen, by 
friends in Jamaica, or visitors to the 
Island, at the Library Rooms of our 
Society, 18 King St., Kingston,' where 
the book itself can be obtained at 10/6, 
postage extra. An illustration of the 
Medal will be found in this issue of tile 
Jamaica Philatelist.

T H A N K S. x

Our thanks to the publishers and 
Philatelic Societies, who have been 
good enough to send us their Journals 
during the past year. The kindly re­
ferences in some of these journals were 
decidedly helpful and cheering. Toiour 
contributors, for the articles they have 
sent us from time to time, we owe, 
and now pay, special tribute of thanks, 
for it is to them, without whose help 
our magazine would be a failure, that 
the Jamaica Philatelist owes its pop­
ularity.

THE .JAMAICA COAT. ‘  '

Some three or four years ago, we 
were called upon, by the Jamaica 
Philatelic Society, to prepare and read 
at one of our meetings, an article on 
the Coat of Arms stamps of Jamaica.

While preparing our subject, wc 
were astonished to find the absurdities 
that had been, and were still being 
foisted on the public as the Coat of 
the Island, and we determined, then 
and there, to delve deeper into the 
subject. Our labour is now ended, the 
result, contained in nearly 400 fool­
scap pages of script-written matter,

proving that not even the foundation 
of English Heraldry, Heralds College, 
deals correctly with us, for our illus­
trations include three purporting to 
hail from the College, one by Somer­
set Herald, another by Rouge Dragon, 
and the last by Mr: Fox-Davies, each 
of which is different!! Philately is by 
far surer ground any day than 
Heraldry.

OUR COLOURED PAPERS. .

Last year, and for the second time 
of asking, we offered our readers two 
guineas for the best paper on the Col­
oured Papers used in the manufacture 
of Jamaican stamps. On the first oc­
casion, not one replied; on the second, 
but one replied. This last was ad­
judicated by our good friend, Mr. Her­
bert Cooke, on whose report the So­
ciety could not award the prize. A 
special prize was, however, awarded 
to the writer, whose response to our 
prize offer-was much appreciated by 
us.

We are disappointed that the Socie­
ties of Great Britain did not take up 
our offer. What are they doing to 
help us in our effort to popularize Ja­
maica? Is it not a part of their work 
to foster a knowledge of every part 
of the Empire? We ask the question. 
The Earl or Meath would answer 
“Surely” , but what do the Societies of 
Greater Britain say?

OUlt I.ATIiST 1KSUJ5K.

In our last number, we referred to 
expected issues of Jamaica Stamps. 
(Id. and lid .) These made their ap­
pearance together with the 9d. stamp, 
an entirely new denomination for Ja­
maica.

The designs of these stamps are 
very pleasing, and we congratulate the 
Postmaster for Jamaica, who, we be­
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lieve, is responsible for their selec­
tion. As the 9cl. stamp has been in­
troduced mainly for paying the duty on 
telegrams, they will not often be seen 
in postally used condition. As we are 
about it, we take the opportunity of 
saying that we would like to see a 
Postage Due stamp introduced, as the 
present primitive system of taxing 
letters is very objectionable, and not at 
all in keeping with the progressive 
ideas with which we like to associate 
our present, popular Postmaster Gen­
eral, Mr. Fletcher.

OUR AMBASSADOR.

Take up your last copy of the Ja­
maica Philatelist, and carefully ob­
serve the picture of Mr. G. C. Gunter, 
Secretary of our Society, on page 40. 
I say “carefully observe” because you 
may meet him up in the streets of 
London from middle June to middle 
October, this year, as lie leaves early 
for England, on a long vacation, and 
I am sure that no British Philatelist 
would like to discover that they had 
passed by the Secretary of the Premier 
West Indian Stamp Society, without 
the opportunity of speaking with him. 
He goes as our Society’s Ambassador, 
with instructions to hold a meeting 
of the Jamaica Philatelic Society in 
London, where over twenty of our 
members reside. The Society, as re­
presented by Mr. Gunter, will also en­
tertain its membership in England at 
a Society dinner which is being timed 
to synchronise with the date of the 
Annual dinner to be held in Jamaica. 
We bespeak for our Ambassador a 
hearty welcome from our fellow- 
Philatelic Societies, and Philatelists.

OUR SOCIETY HONOURED.

On behalf of Messrs. Scott Stamp 
and Coin Co. of New York, Mr. John

N. Luff writes, Sept. 24/28 to the 
Editor:

“In appreciation of the excellent 
work for Philately that is being done 
by the Jamaica Philatelic Society and 
yourself, the publishers of the Scott 
Monthly Journal have decided to put 
on their free list, the names of the 
Jamaica Philatelic Society and Mr. 
Astley Clerk. We trust this will be 
acceptable” .

Could a double honour such as this 
prove anything more than acceptable 
to our Society? Surely not, and so 
we accepted the honour with great 
pleasure.

C o N U  R A T U L A T  ION S.

Barrister Hugh Gauntlett, one of 
oiurs, and late Clerk of the Courts, St. 
Thomas, is to be congratulated on his 
well deserved promotion to the Resi­
dent Magistracy of the Parish.

He passed the Legal examination in 
1912, which qualified him for the Clerk­
ship of the Courts. In 1913, he entered 
and read for the Bar to which he was 
called by the Hon. Society of the Inner 
Temple in November, 1919. He has, 
on several occasions acted as R.M., 
and now we are pleased that the full 
honour has been conferred on him by 
the Secretary of State.

MR. K . N . WOODWARD.

It is with pleasure that the Jamaica 
Philatelic Society received information 
that Mr. K. N. Woodward of Chapaqua, 
Westchester County, New York, had 
been unanimously elected President 
of the Westchester County Chapter of 
the American Philatelic Society.

Mr. Woodward is a keen Philatelist, 
a Life Member of our Society, and a 
prize winner at our Exhibition in Feb­
ruary, 1927. On that occasion he re­
ceived many hearty congratulations
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for hi.s excellent exhibits of the stamps 
of Venezuela. Every stamp issued by 
that country 'was shewn, as well as 
copies of all the forgeries in exist­
ence.

Since that event, we have heard that 
Mr. Woodivard has become an ardent 
collector of the stamps of Jamaica. We 
congratulate him no less heartily on 
his addition to the long list of en­
thusiastic collectors of our Island 
Stamps, and take this means of offer­
ing our practical help if at any time 
he requires advice or assistance.

MEDAL W INNERS.

We take this opportunity of publicly 
congratulating our latest Medal Win­
ners : —

Mr. W. L. Aslxmead, of Cape Town, 
South Africa, was the proud winner 
of our Medal offered for competition at 
the Durban Exhibition; and Mr. F. C. 
Ivrichauff, of Melbourne, Australia, 
earned this honour at the Melbourne 
Exhibition.

W e have always found pleasure in 
congratulating the holders of fine col­
lections of Jamaican Stamps, and it is 
satisfying to realize that when this 
Society offers Medals for the best col­
lection of the issues of Jamaica, the 
competition is keen and many entries 
are recorded.

In the first issue of the “Jamaica 
Philatelist” we asked the question, is 
Jamaica popular? and expressed regret 
at the apparent indifference to our 
efforts in trying to popularize the 
stamps of the Island.

Apparently, however, the lack of 
expressed enthusiasm on the part of 
collectors, which we deplored, was not 
due1 to lack of popularity of our stamps 
as since then we have had overwhelm­
ing evidence that Jamaica is popular, 
and at the rate of demand for the

classic stamps of the older issues, we 
regret to say that the supply is not 
likely to equal the demand.

OUK ADVERTISERS.

We take this opportunity of thank­
ing our advertisers, in Jamaica and 
elsewhere, Philatelic and non-philatel- 
ic, for their prompt and hearty re­
sponse to our request for advertise­
ments. The fact that the Jamaica 
Philatelist is not sold but given away;  
that unlike the ordinary newspaper, 
our magazine is never cast aside, but 
is kept and read, and re-read for many 
years after, thereby proving a con­
stant advertising medium, appeals to 
thoughtful advertisers. We ask our 
readers in and out of Jamaica to do 
everything they can to support our 
advertisers to whom we wish long life 
and continued success.

Take no Chance

Clean your Teeth with

FORHAN’S TOOTHPASTE
It Beautifies while it

Purifies. |

Obtainable at all dealers in 
Toilet Requisites.

EWAN D. MACDOUGALL,
Sole Agent,

2nd Floor, 20 Churcn st., 
Kingston.

Phone 550 - P.O. Box 156
: L— a — — w —     i mi ■■ m—«m»»S



Philatelist’s Exchange Club
WEST INDIAN SALES PACKET BRANCH.

Members in the Bahamas, British Honduras, Barbados, Jamaica, Trin­
idad, total 26, Avhile there are several others in other islands of the 
foreign West Indies.

A Sales ipacket is operated from Jamaica, packets average in valu'e 
rather more than £50 each, and are circulated about once every two 
months to members who wish to see them. West Indian members 
who see them, are able to purchase their needs at very reasonable 
prices, and to offer their duplicates therein. A recent arTangement 
with the Jamaica Philatelic Society, enables circulation of some of the 
P.E.C. packets to their members.

Other Sales packets are operated in Canada, England, Holland, Italy, 
South Africa, and SVitzerland. Any member no matter where resi­
dent, may contribute sheets for sale to any of these packets, and so 
for one membership fee, have no less than seven avenues through 
which to dispose of his duplicates and surplus stamps, instead of the 
usual one only offered by other Clubs and Societies.

The P.E.C. has more than 1,000 members in more than 100 different 
countries, colonies, protectorates, and possessions. Reliable exchange 
relations may be established with fellow members wherever desired.

In every case application for membership must be supported by two 
known reliable references, the fee is 4 / per annum, with entrance fee 
of 1/.

For full particulars write to

ESCOTT C. BLAND,
Hon. General Secretary, 

“Albinia,” Mansfield Road, 
Parkstone, Dorset, 

England.

II. COOKE,
President,

Box, 282, Kingston. 
Jamaica, B.W.I.



FREE !— our beautifully illustrated 
stamp magazine, full of interesting 
articles' and unsurpassed values. 
Write to-day for—

A copy will be sent to you promptly, 
free, and without obligation by —

H. E. HARRIS & GO,, ' 
Dept. J, 555 Commonwealth Ave. 

Boston, Mass, U.S.A,



J A M A I C A  W A N T E D !

Unused Pineapple Watermarks 

Singles and Blocks.

1 /- Inverted Centre andi

anything else fine and rare.

i • '
WE ARE ALSO CASH BUYERS OF RARE 

STAMPS, ERRORS AND MINOR VARIETIES 

FROM ALL COUNTRIES.

UNUSED PREFERRED.

W h a t  h a v e  y o u  to  o f fe r ?

— ..... - - =

ECONOMIST STAMP COMPANY, Inc.
• 87 NASSAU STREET.

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y., U.S.A.



R A R E  B R IT IS H  C O L O N IA L S .

I make a speciality of 

RARE British COLONIALS, 

of all periods and l hold one of the 

finest stocks in the World of British 

Colonial Rarities.

SELECTIONS SENT ON A P P R O V A L  

TO ANY P A R T  OF THE W O R L D .

Want Lists will receive my prompt personal 

attention.

Deal direct with firm that actually has the 

stamps in stock and so save money.

'1 .  A L L E N ,

5 Blafs:e H all Rd. W an stead ,
London E.fl. England.
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The Jamaica Philatelic Handbook.

By  Rev. C. S. Morton, Hon. Secretary Handbook Committee.

After three years’ work the Hand- 
hook made its public appearance on 
Tuesday, lltli December, 1928. The 
work received favourable reviews both 
in the philatelic and general Press.

“Never lias a country or postal his­
tory been better recorded” stated 
Stamp Collecting (5tli Jan., 1929). “To 
say the work is excellent throughout is 
to give it bare praise. It is a master­
piece of compact and authoritative in­
formation, and as well written a vol­
ume as one could wish to read. The 
work is illustrated, well produced, and 
a thoroughly praiseworthy volume. It 
has been a pleasure to read it, and is 
no less a pleasure to recommend it.

The Philatelic Magazine (22nd Dec., 
192S), stated: “Hitherto Jamaica has 
been ' one of those countries about 
which no really exhaustive monograph 
has been written. This state of affairs 
is, however, now remedied, . . . .  and 
the outcome is a work that will go 
down to history as the Jamaica Hand­
book . . . . ”
The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain 
(Jan., 1929): “We have to congratulate 
the Jamaica Committee upon a most 
excellent piece of work . . . .  This book 
is very reasonably priced and should 
be in every Philatelic Library” .

Mr. F. J. Melville in the Daily Tele­
graph (24th Jan., 1929), wrote: “Ja­
maica will be the standard authority 
on the subject. If it adds little to our 
technical knowledge of the adhesive 
stamps it covers the postal history and 
the great range of postmarks with 
thoroughness” .
The Times Literary Supplement (31st 
January, 1929), considered the book as

far as they could see quite exhaustive, 
and that it would be equally welcomed 
by all who were interested in the 
stamps of Jamaica. The Times critic, 
as one would expect, picked out the 
plums and turned them over in ills 
hand.

Perhaps the ablest critical review 
was that which appeared in the Ameri­
can Philatelist from the pen of Mr. 
Delf Norona. It is too long to quote, 
but is well worth reading.

Owing to the kindness of Messrs. 
Stanley Gibbons, the publishers of the 
Handbook, one advance copy was hur­
riedly prepared for the London Stamp 
Exhibition last November. As Mr. 
•Vallancey stated, “It was a unique ex­
hibit, being really and truly the only 
copy issued,” and the book had the 
honour to receive a silver medal in 
the Literature Section.

Owing to His Majesty’s illness, the 
special copy of the Handbook prepared 
for his gracious acceptance by the 
members of the Jamaica Philatelic So­
ciety had to be laid aside, until per­
mission was given at the end of Feb­
ruary to send it to Buckingham Palace, 
when at the first fitting opportunity 
the book would be submitted to the 
King for his acceptance.

e * • «
There is in the British Museum an 

old manuscript history of Jamaica, 
written by James Knight, “from the 
earliest account of time to the year 
1742” . This, I believe, has never been 
printed, and in turning over the old 
manuscript pages, with the ink still 
legible, the reader comes across the 
following picturesque statement: —



“The Duke of Abbemarle, who was 
full of projects, brought over with 
him in 1687 several miners, but they 
made no progress in searching for 
minerals but went from plantation to 
plantation where they disregarded the 
business they went upon.

“Similarly, if the Governor, the Duke, 
of Abbemarle was instructed, or liad 
one of his projects to establish a Post 
Office, which is much to be doubted, 
it too seems to have made no progress 
and aimlessly wandered about till it 
died a natural death.’' (Add MS. 
12416, page 140. The Duke of Abbe­
marle died at St. Jago de Vega in 
October, 168S).

Again, the letters of Edward Dum- 
mer to establish the first regular mail 
service with the West Indies are very 
voluminous, and it was only possible 
to give in the Handbook a very 
succinct account of the proceedings 
(pp. 5— 7).

There was the possibility of his sail­
ing vessels being so becalmed that the 
provisions would be exhausted and his 
crew die of starvation; and further 
there was, ever before Dummer the 
extreme danger that his vessels might 
be captured by the enemy, which 
(alas) proved only Loo true and ruined 
him.

Dummer spent many sleepless nights 
in turning these questions over in his 
mind before giving his instructions to 
his Captains. I venture to give read­
ers these instructions, as not only were 
they amongst the first given to Sea 
Captains conveying British overseas 
mail, but also because no words could 
more vividly illustrate the comparison 
between the conditions of the present 
Ocean Liner and the old days when 
Dummer launched his sailing vessels 
on their perilous voyages.

12

UUMMEB’ S INSTKUCTIONS TO IIIS CAP­

TAINS.

1. “You are to entertain on board no 
more than 28 Eaters excluding 
yourself whereof two only be boys, 
the rest to consist of able Officers 
and Seamen fitt . . . .” [Dummer 
evidently considered b o y s  as 
greedy feeders with uncontrollable 
appetites. C.S.M.]

2. [This was to the effect that orders 
were only to be received from the 
Secretary of State, the P.M.G., “or 
other superior authority.” ]

3. On immediately arriving at the is­
land “You shall apply yourself to 
the Governor and deliver him dis­
patches and take his receit for 
the same in the printed form . . .”

4. [Of no present day interest].
5. “And being come to Falmouth 

[England] . . . .  shall there put on • 
shore all your dispatches, letters, 
and packets which you shall im­
port being sailed [? sealed] up in 
several bags from each Island re­
spectively into the hand of the 
Post Officer of that place when 
you shall arrive . . . . ”

6. [This was to the effect that the 
Captains should sail at night 
amid the Carribee Islands and 
spend the daytime at the Islands 
for the better dispatch of letters].

7. “To avoid all ships and vessels 
you shall meet with by keeping a 
sharp lookout at Foretopmast head 
constantly in the Day Time and 
neither to speak with them nor 
permit them to speak with you . . . 
But in case you shall be surprised 
by the enemy by means unfore­
seen and unavoidable you are to 
take care that the mail be thrown 
overboard with a sufficient weight 
to sink it, whereby it may not fall 
into the Enemy’s hand.”

THE JAMAICA PHILATELIST.



THE JAMAICA PHILATELIST. 1 ?,

8 [This was to the effect that three 
journals were to be written during 
the voyage by separate hands].

9. “No person is to make any col­
lection of letters for private pro­
fit.”

10. [This was to the effect that no 
merchandize whatsoever was to be 
carried. The Captains could take 
passengers, the rates fixed being 
between Jamaica and Barbados 
£5, and between Jamaica and any 
other W. I. island £4].

11. “The sloop be provided with good 
and wholesome victuals for four 
months, viz., two days in a Week 
beef at two pieces to a Mess if 
alone, if with Pudding one piece of 
beef.” Other articles of diet en­
umerated in this article (No. 11) 
were Flower [sic], Suit (i.e. suet) 
or Raisins, Pork, Stock Fish, But­
ter and “one half pint of oyle and 
half a pint of Pease a man per 
Mess . . . .  and ill no wise to sell 
any part of your provisions” .

12. [Of no present day interest].
Dated at London Sept. 1703.

£ $ $ ' £
During the past year Jamaica has 

had her fair share of attention. At 
the Royal Philatelic Society, London, 
Major Charlton Henry exhibited in the 
frames a portion of his very fine W. I. 
collection, with some wonderful mint 
blocks of the “Pine” issue.

Mr. L. C. C. Nicholson before the 
same Society read a very interesting 
paper on 10th January, 1929 and show­
ed his extensive collection with its fine 
array of postmarks.

At the London Stamp Exhibition, Mr. 
L. 0. Trivelt showed in three frames 
his GL-B. stamps used in Jamaica, and 
all article in the Exhibition Catalogue 
was devoted to the subject.

In the provinces “Jamaica” has on

some seven or eight occasions been 
the subject of the evening at stamp 
meetings, whereas a few years ago it 
was difficult to find Jamaica on the 
menu at all.

Twelve years ago, I only knew of 
two gentlemen besides myself inter­
ested in the stamps of Jamaica, to-day 
there are quite half a dozen in Lon­
don alone.

This increased interest is reflected 
in the market.

On 10th Nov. 192S, Messrs. Harmer 
Rooke sold probably the finest collec­
tion of early Jamaica that has come 
under the hammer:—

1S60 Wmk. Pine 2d rose, a superb 
mint block of seven. This fetched 
£11.

Ditto, 2d rose, a superb mint block 
of four. Tliis realized £8 15/-.

Ditto, 2d deep rose, a superb mint 
block of seven. £13.

Ditto 3d green superb mint block of 
nine. £16 10/-. -

Ditto 4d brown-orange, a superb 
mint block of nine. £34.

Ditto 4d superb mint block of four, 
one stamp with small tear. £14.

Ditto 4d, a superb mint pair, £5 10/-.
The sale consisted largely of stamps 

in (.lie late Earl of Crawford’s collec­
tion, but I am unable to say whether 
the above Jamaican lots were amongst 
his possessions.

Xbout the middle of 1927 large 
blocks of the specimen “Pines” of all 
values appeared. After considerable 
vicissitudes these blocks were divided 
and passed into British collections.

The War stamp errors figure in prac­
tically every auction, and I should 
imagine there has been a glut of them.

On 3rd April, 1929, H. R. Harmer is 
holding a wholesale sale when the 
lesser ranks in Jamaica's philatelic



army roll up in their hundreds to be 
disposed of.

The Handbook Committee had tiie 
honour to be requested to revise the' 
Jamaica list in Messrs. Stanley Gib­
bons’ Catalogue, and spent a pleasant 
and social evening comparing notes as 
to shades, varieties and prices.

“The enthusiasm of philatelists.”

1 4

wrote tlxo Editor of the Daily Gleaner 
(16th .Jan., 192!)), “is something won­
derful to those who have not the good 
fortune to be included in their charm­
ed circle” .

Yes, stamp collecting is a very soci­
able hobby, even if the other fellow 
has got the stamp you badly want.

THE JAMAICA PIIIEATEUST.

Brewed in Jamaica
“Red Stripe”

Lager Beer 
Ale and Stout.

Superior in Quality and cheaper in Price 
You cannot get better value anywhere for 

your money.
W h o le sa le  & R etail from

DESNOES & GEDDES Ltd.
Brewers and Aerated Waters Manufacturers

29-35 Orange Street,
Kingston, Ja.



MEDAL VYON BY JAMAICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY AT THE LONDON 
STAMP EXHIBITION, NOT. 1928 EOR THE PUBLICATION “JAMAICA: 

ITS POSTAL HISTORY, POSTAGE STAMPS AND POSTMARKS.”
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Visitors to Jamaica are invited 
to call at Astley Clerk, Cowen 
Music Rooms, 18 King Street, 
Kingston, where they will get 
Local Songs and Music, and: 
everything they want in the music 
line.

Then, do not forget that a real 
Jamaican Philatelic Welcome 
awaits you at the same Cowen 
Music Rooms.

Call and get your share.
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Philatelising In The West Indies.

By Mervyn G-. Palmer.

It has beeii my good fortune to have 
visited no less than seventeen different 
stamp issuing countries in the West 
Indies, British as well as foreign, and 
many indeed are the interesting ex­
periences, philatelic and otherwise, 
that, have befallen me.

Possibly the most exciting were my 
adventures in Santo Domingo, the 
Capital of one of the most delightful 
island republics in the Caribbean. I 
had been in Haiti where a ten-shilling 
packet had practically tilled every 
space in my album, and from there had 
travelled over splendid roads into the 
Dominican Republic. My guide point­
ed out the house where President So- 
and-so had been murdered, where Vice- 
President Sucli-and-Such had been 
stabbed in the back and where they 
hoped to- assassinate President Whats- 
his-name a little later when he became 
less watchful! Then I was shown the 
wonderful mausoleum of Christopher 
Columbus, with a genuine leaden cof­
fin not to be confused with the forged 
copy over in Spain! And the concrete 
cast, moulded in the original bark of 
the tree to which he had moored the 
Pinta, the Nina and the Santa Maria 
when he made his lirst landfall in 
these latitudes, little contemplating 
when he did so, what trials and tri­
bulations he was to set up for the 
Stamp collectors of the future!

So passed several happy hours, in­
terspersed with business of a far more 
mundane character, until at last the 
hour arrived when it would be possible 
to interview the Director of Post and 
Telegraphs and a most courteous and 
worthy gentleman I found him to be.

Learning my desires, he graciously 
placed a high official at my disposi­
tion and together we unlocked the 
many doors and gratings which guard­
ed the treasures I had come so far to 
seek, and treasures indeed I found!

In those far off days I was content 
with “one-of-a-kind” and so I did not 
actually fill my pockets, but I can as­
sure my readers that I found myself 
on a veritable philatelic Tom Tiddler’s 
Ground! And the process of acquisi­
tion was simplicity itself; all I had 
to do was to replace every stamp taken 
by another of equal face value pur­
chased at the Post Office! Think what 
that meant! An eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth, a centavo for a cen­
tavo and a Peso for a Peso!

If you glance at the catalogues of 
1SS!3 and onwards you will see the bar­
gains I secured! but, as I said, I lim­
ited myself to a single copy, otherwise 
I might have made a modest fortune! 
As it was, I filled many and many a 
space on that great day and even ob­
tained a stamp which had never been 
issued. This was the black and Tiolet 
1-centavo stamp which appeared first 
in 1915 and several years successively 
thereafter, but always overprinted with 
the year of issue. I was fortunate 
in getting a copy without any over­
print which had not been listed, as it 
had not been on sale in the un-endors- 
ed state and was a great rarity for 
many years.

Amongst my captures were a num­
ber of values of the Official stamps 
habilitated for ordinary postal use in 
1915 and which, despite their com­
paratively low price in the catalogue.



are not at all easy to obtain in un­
used condition. I shall always con­
sider those two hours amongst the 
most profitable ones I have ever spent. 
From the sordid viewpoint Of mere 
monetary value, as judged from the 
catalogue, I suppose I increased the 
capital invested by some four hundred 
per cent in that short space of time.

Another fortunate experience I had, 
was in the Dutch Island of Curacao. 
I happened in on that spotless little 
community during the year of grace 
1923 when they were celebrating phil- 
atelically the jubilee of Queen Williel- 
mina, “saying it in stamps,” in fact! 
I purchased a set from the 5 cents 
to the 5 Gilders for about 12/- and 
today they are catalogued at over £10. 
So you will see that it is not only 
amongst the British West Indies where 
valuable collections are to be made.

But I think I shall always consider 
one of my greatest captures to have 
been made in a British island. From 
Cuba I had journeyed via Florida to 
that most exquisite of all our lovely 
Antilles, New Providence in the Baha­
mas and through the courtesy of the 
Post Master f.a Nassau was able to 
get hold of a few (very few) of one 
of the earliest “Staircase” stamps, 
the 5d. black and orange on C. C. 
paper, (No. 69), a veritable jewel in­
deed but wild horses shall not drag 
from me the way I obtained a copy
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of No. 104, the shilling George V with 
the locally overprinted W AR TAX! 
Only twelve hundred copies of this 
stamp were made and it is, to my mind, 
vastly underpriced in the catalogue 
because at most, only seven or eight 
hundred copies can exist today.

In closing these few notes I would 
like to make an appeal to my brother 
collectors who specialise in British 
Colonial issues, in regard to finding 
some short comprehensive terms to 
apply to the watermarks. Cannot we 
all get together and decide upon some 
pithy way of referring to “Crown 
C.C.”, “Crown C.A.” , “Multiple Crown 
C.A.” , “Multiple Crown Script G.A.” ? 
Tentatively I suggest: “C.C.C.”, “C.C. 
A.” , “M.C.A.” and “S.C.A. These are 
by no means ideal but are less cumber­
some than, for instance: “Multiple 
Crown over block C.A.” and at any 
rate may serve to set the ball rolling. 
Some of the lengthy descriptions we 
see almost daily in the philatelic press 
are veritable nightmares in these 
practical days. If some of the en­
thusiastic collectors in the B.W.I. 
would take up this matter I am sure 
they would receive courteous and sym­
pathetic treatment from the Editor of 
the Gibbons Stamp Monthly and so we 
might perhaps obtain some world-wide 
opinions upon a point v.Tiich I think 
I am right in saying, is of interest to 
us all.
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W A N T E D  T O  P U R C H A S E  
F O R  P R O M P T  C A S H

I am anxious to increase my stock of 
postage stamps issued before 1880 in 

superb condition only.
I specially want all United States, 

West Indies, British North America 
and scarce Mexico and South America.

L shall be happy to send selections of 
Classic Issues before 1880 to serious collectors. 
I do not cater for the boys’ or beginners’ trade 

and I have no packets, sets or 20ih century 
stamps.

I SHALL BE GLAD TO SEND A BROCHURE ENTITLED 

“ Philately— The King o f  Hobbies and Hobby o f  Kings”  

TO ANY SERIOUS COLLECTOR, POST FREE ON DEMAND.

For 82 years I was chief owner and 
managing director of Stanley Gibbons Ltd. 

of London.

C H A R L E S  J. P H I L L I P S  

Specialist in Classic Issues before 1880 

10 WEST 86th STREET, NEW YORK, 
U.S. of AMERICA.



THE OLEANDERS & VANITY FAIR
T H E  O L E A N D E R S  is Kingston’s Finest Restaurant. 
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British Stamps Used In Jamaica.

(This article, or any part of it, may not be quoted or reprinted without 
special permission of the author.)

By H. Cooke.

Many readers of this article, will 
have read the recently published book, 
“JAMAICA, its Postal History, Post­
marks & Stamps” . Those students 
with a bent for enquiry, will no doubt 
have wondered why that book, com­
plete and comprehensive as it is in 
many respects, fails to deal in similar 
measure with this phase of the subject. 
The omission, fault if it is one. is 
probably largely chargeable against 
the present writer, for the reason that, 
although no evidence was unearthed 
to positively fix the time of cessation 
of use, he developed from such evi­
dence as there is in the book, with 
other matter not published there, the­
ory which he believes and accepts to 
be something stronger than that. Sub­
mitted to his colleagues, they could 
not bring themselves to accept it al­
together but apparently regarded it as 
of sufficient interest to request him. 
to arrange at his convenience for pub­
lication otherwise. This paper then 
must not be construed as an attack on 
the book, but rather as. an attempt to 
amplify the data which appears there 
in regard to this particular sub­
ject.

The detail and theory as originally 
compiled is here set out with the 
hope that it will help students of Ja­
maica philately, to reach reasonable 
conclusion to a question which, be 
cause of a series of apparent and act­
ual contradictions, has puzzled many, 
so that some claim that English stamps 
are still legally available for postage 
in the island, and others that they

ceased to have validity for that pur­
pose, at the time of the transfer to 
control of the local Government, viz., 
1st August 18 GO. Obviously, both 
claims cannot be correct, it is our 
present purpose to examine the merits 
of both, and try to determine for our­
selves.

Evidence appearing in the book “Ja­
maica”, will be cited by reference, 
additional matter is quoted in full.

Our effort may perhaps be best de­
veloped, by attempt to answer these 
questions: —

(1) When did use for postage on 
letters and postal packets out 
of the island officially cease?

(2) When did use for postage on 
local mail officially cease?

(3) What is meant by the words 
“officially cease?”

A preliminary necessity appears to 
be, a brief review' of the history of 
the Jamaica Post Office up to 1866, to 
try and visualise matters and affairs 
of the period in the right perspective, 
to try and get the “atmosphere” pre­
vailing in official circles, particularly 
just prior to, at, and subsequent to the 
transfer of control. Little thought and 
attention appears to have been given 
to this phase of the matter, yet there 
seems to be little doubt that it had 
close relation, and cannot be ignored 
in any reasoned attempt to solve the 
problem. A factor in this proposed re­
view, which needs to be kept promin­
ently in the foreground, to enable ap­
preciation of all the data in value of 
relation to each other, is the fact that
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tlie colony was then under Responsible 
Government, which meant that that 
Government was not subject to inter­
ference in its domestic affairs, by any 
Minister of the Crown other than the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
and interference by him was limited 
to that of an advisory nature offered 
through the Governor, but the inde­
pendent Government of the island, was 
free as it willed to accept or reject 
such advice. The Governor and Legis­
lative Council possessed the right of 
veto, but the Chamber of first in­
stance, initiation, power of consent and 
negation, was the elected House of 
Assembly. The present form of con­
trol from Downing St., did not then 
remotely exist.

Prior to 1st August, 18(10, the .Ja­
maica Post Office was under control 
of the Postmaster General of Great 
Britain, who functioned through a 
Deputy on the spot. That this was 
resented by the local Government ap­
pears to be indicated by these facts: —

In 1749, John McCulloch was sum­
moned and appeared before the Bar 
of the House, to explain under what 
authority he filled the position and ex­
ercised the duties of Postmaster. He 
stated that he did so “under warrant 
from Elliott Benger, Her Majesty’s 
Deputy Postmaster General of the 
North American and West Indian pos­
sessions” ; Mr. McCulloch’s widow was 
later similarly summoned, required to 
account for her actions as Postmistress 
and for delay in transmission of the 
mails. She stated that she was. “en­
titled to discharge the duties of Post­
mistress under the warrant held by 
her late husband, that she had farmed 
the Post Office to another party, and 
that the mails were conveyed by mules 
or slaves when most convenient:” A 
Committee of the House reporting-. 17th

December, 1814, stated their investiga 
tions showed that the Post Office was 
established under the British Statutes 
9 Anne, c. 10, and 5 George 111 c. 25 
(vide “Jamaica,” page 5). In 1855, 
yet another committee of the House 
reported that the then incumbent, Ed- 
Avard Dismore, acted as Postmaster for 
tlie island by virtue of a deputation 
from the right honourable Thomas, 
Earl of Leicester, and Edward Eawk- 
ner, Knight, Postmasters General of 
Great Britain (vide “Jamaica,” page
9).

It seems clear, therefore, that the 
office of Postmaster for Jamaica, was 
held independently of the Government 
of the island, and that condition ex­
isted up to the time when the local 
Government assumed control, a condi­
tion which that Government sought 
Avitli energy to remedy in 1835, viz., 
to have that control ceded to it but 
which Avas refused by the Imperial 
Government (“Jamaica,” page 13). 
Transfer to local control was mooted 
by the Imperial Government in 1847, 
Avas not carried out because of opposi­
tion by the island Government, was 
revived in 1855 but for similar reason 
was halted until 1859, when; after 
visit in 1858 and report by Mr. An­
thony Trollope, sent out by the Imperi­
al Post Office for the purpose; the 
P.M.G. of G.B. decided to abandon con­
trol. This Avas again opposed by the 
local Government, but it Avas informed 
that there Avas no option, and that the 
P.M.G. of G.B. Avould cease all action 
on 1st June, 1860, whether or not the 
Government of Jamaica chose to make 
necessary arrangements’• for-' adminis­
tration of the Post .Office. Debating 
the question in the House on 30tlx 
March, 1860, dealing in particular Avitli 
an address to the Governor, into which 
the words “Post Master General” had
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been drafted, the House voted deletion 
of the words for the reason that, “the 
House had no right to recognise that 
officer-—he was nobody whatever in 
the cognizance of the House” , and “the 
House would not recognize parties to 
whom they were not responsible.” The 
objectionable words were deleted and 
“Her Majesty’s Government” sub­
stituted.

These incidents seem clearly enough, 
to suggest that, the House or Govern­
ment had long chafed under the ex- 
istance of a public office in the colony, 
operating with daily public contact, 
but outside of its control. It is easily 
understandable, readily deduced that 
some degree of antagonism, hostility, 
thereby existed from years before, that 
this had been stimulated by friction 
developed over the question of trans­
fer, and it seems possible therefrom 
to sense the official “atmosphere” pre­
vailing at that time. If this recon­
struction of the situation as it is be­
lieved to have been, is conceded to 
reasonably reflect what very probably 
was, it must also be admitted that the 
P.M.G. of G.B. lost all control of the 
local Post Office when the transfer to 
local control became effective, viz., 1st 
August 1860, and further conceded that 
any request of his, which could then 
have been regarded as interference 
with the local administration, would 
at least have been ignored in practice, 
perhaps actively resented. He had 
written in February, 1860, stating that 
after the transfer, use of English 
Stamps would not be permitted. The­
oretically he was able to prevent that 
use, as supplies to his Deputy had 
been made in quantities for not more 
than two months’ consumption at any 
one time (“Jamaica,” page 27), and 
his refusal to permit continued use, 
makes it most improbable that any

were supplied just prior to, and cer­
tainly none after, the transfer. The 
right of the local Government to place 
in use, any stamps it chose or had at 
hand to use, does not appear to admit 
of argument, and there is record of 
the fact that 200 letters, covered by 
representation of great local incon­
venience, caused by threatened w ith ­
drawal of the stamps, prepaid in the 
forbidden manner, were despatched to 
London in August, 1860, and accepted 
there for distribution to the Addresses 
without taxation (“Jamaica” page 33). 
It is evident therefore, that at the 
transfer and subsequent to it, there 
were some English stamps on hand 
available for use. Similar and further 
facility, at the instance of the Secre­
tary of the Executive Committee of 
the Government of Jamaica, was re­
quested by the Postmaster for Ja­
maica of the London Authorities. The 
request evidently was, that there 
should be no objection to continued 
use of English stamps, until such time 
as the special stamps ordered- for the 
colony became available for use. The 
request was refused by letter dated 
11th October, 1860, stating in part that 
until the stamps (those ordered for 
Jamaica) can be manufactured, the 
public should revert to the two year 
old obsolete practice of paying postage 
in money (“Jamaica”, page 33). Note 
that the request refused, came from 
the Government of Jamaica. Wanton 
as that seems to be, as the Imperial 
General Post Office would not by con­
sent have, suffered any hardship or in­
convenience, other than it had pre­
viously on its initiative undertaken to 
suffer, it could not have failed to offend 
and helped to further aggravate al­
ready strained relations. This refusal 
seems to show but thinly veiled hostil­
ity, appears to leave little doubt that it



was calculated to embarrass tlie local 
administration, as it was known that 
tlie definitive stamps ordered for the 
colony, had not arrived, and attempt 
to force the public back to prepayment 
of postage in money, would most pro­
bably be resented, especially as there 
was no provision to redeem such 
stamps as still remained in the 
possession of users. It would have 
been so much more simple and easy 
of arrangement, to have agreed with 
good grace to continued use of the 
stamps, until such time as the colonial 
stamps already ordered, were issued,' 
or until the then existing stocks of 
English stamps were exhausted. In 
either case, consent would have meant 
no more than extension of temporary 
use, which had already been given 
August-September, but the actual abil­
ity of the P.M.G. of G.B. to prevent 
use, to penalise local'users or the Ja­
maica Post Office for permitting use, 
was not in doubt, it did not exist. His 
“refusal to permit” really and actually 
meant, refusal to recognize local use 
as valid, and the fact that some of the 
letters on which the stamps were used 
for mail to England, were taxed or 
surcharged at London, supports that 
construction, but neither that act nor 
the refusal could or did invalidate the 
stamps and their, use in Jamaica, that 
could only be done by the local Gov­
ernment, action which it took two 
years later through the proper channel 
of Notice by the Postmaster. It is 
obvious that even if taxation at Lon­
don, did have the effect to discourage 
use on mail to England, no such pres­
sure could have been exercised local­
ly.

Attempting from the foregoing closer 
reconstruction of the conditions, which 
existed at the time of the transfer, 
the exigencies would more or less have
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been:—
(1) The Jamaica Post Office in 

being, under local control, ex 
pected to function just as it 
did under Imperial regime.

(2) No stamps with which to 
operate, only supplies on hand 
those of stamps usable former­
ly, forbidden now.

(3) Supplies of the forbidden 
stamps in the hands of the 
public, purchased by it in 
good faith to prepay its let­
ters.

(4) Supplies of the same kinds of 
stamps at the District Post 
Offices.

(5) How was the Post Office to 
operate, revert to payment of 
postage in cash, refuse to hon­
our for postage English

■ stamps tendered by the public,, 
and so create dissatisfaction, 
discontent, which very con­
ceivably might develop dis­
quieting conditions?

It is much more reasonable to be­
lieve that the local authorities refused 
to act on, or rather to remain inept 
at the dicta of the P.M.G. of G.B., and 
adopted instead what was in the cir­
cumstances, the sanest and most con­
venient method of tide over operation, 
viz., placed the forbidden stamps in 
use for the short period expected to 
elapse, before the colonial stamps 
would be available. The exigencies of 
the situation appear to have made that 
action imperative, quite apart from the 
fact that action of the kind would 
have had strong appeal, been especially 
desirable, affording as it did to the 
local Government good and sound op­
portunity, to flout the instructions of 
one whose authority it did not recog­
nise, to whom it admitted no re­
sponsibility, and to whom it was clear­
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ly hostile. There appears to be no 
doubt whatever that the stamps' con­
tinued to be used. There is no official 
notice of discontinuance, but an ex­
tract from the “Falmouth Post’ ' of 
14tli August, 1860, indicates that there 
was rumour to that effect: —

“We have been requested to slate 
that English stamps will not be 
received in payment of postage on 
Packet letters going to the General 
Post Office of this island.”

Note 'that the reference is to 
PACKET LETTERS only, so by im­
plication the stamps were still usable 
locally, but the notice is unofficial, it 
is not signed nor stated to have been 
issued by anyone with authority to do 
so. It antedates the first official pro­
nouncement on the subject by twenty 
months, and is more evidently inspired 
by hearsay of the “refusal to permit” 
by the P.M.G. of G.B., and there is 
evidence of non-effect. A letter from 
the G.P.O., London, dated 14th April, 
1862, admits receipt of a letter from 
Jamaica with postage prepaid in the 
forbidden manner, states that it had 
been forwarded to the addressee un­
taxed, and legs that in future any let­
ters so prepaid be opened in Jamaica, 
and returned to the sender. (“Ja­
maica,” page 33). Thus after nearly 
two years of probably wordy warfare 
on the subject, and 18 months after 
issue of the colony’s definitive stamps, 
English stamps were accepted and 
passed without taxation, both at Ja­
maica and at London. The Imperial 
General Post Office apparently gave up 
the idea of dictation, and adopted en­
treaty instead, with which the Post­
master for Jamaica complied: —  

“General Post Office,
May 6th, 1862.

ENGLISH POSTAGE LABELS.

In accordance with instructions iS'
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sued by His Lordship the Post­
master General all letters posted 
in Jamaica upon which English 
Postage Labels have been affixed 
as postage, will in future, be open­
ed at this office and returned to 
the senders— such labels not being- 
available for postage upon letters, 
etc., in this island.

Alex. J. Beymeu,
Post Master for Jamaica.” 

The Postmaster’s notice is worded 
to indicate that he recognized author­
ity of the P.M.G. of G.B., and one may 
feel sure that drew upon his devoted 
head, the fire and ire of those in the 
House of Assembly, who had but two 
years before expressly denied such re­
cognition, but it also makes manifest, 
if that be necessary, that up to this 
time English stamps were being used 
without penalty, to prepay letters 
abroad, and it may therefore be reason­
ably inferred that local unpenalized 
use was also permitted. That the no­
tice did not have, or entirely have the 
desired effect, is evidenced by the fact 
that four years later, further notice 
was necessary, ergo the stamps were 
still being used up to then: —

“General Post Office,
20th March, 1866.

The Public is informed that Im­
perial Postage Labels are not 
available for the prepayment of 
Postage to England or to any place 
out of the Colony.

Alex. J. Brymee,
Post Master for Jamaica.” 

The notice of 6th May, 1862, is de­
finite, positive, comprehensive; it re­
fers to “all letters posted in Jamaica,” 
and states that English Postage Labels 
“are not available for the repayment 
of postage upon letters, etc., in this 
island.” It cannot be reasonably con­
strued to mean other than cessation
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then and there, of use of English Post­
age Labels for postage of any kind in 
Jamaica, but the notice of 20th March, 
1866, makes it evident that the stamps 
continued to be used, as if none bad 
been there would have been no neces­
sity for that notice. This later use 
however was unauthorised by virtue 
of the notice 6th May, 1862, and there 
had been no similar notice restoring 
the stamps to use. it is rather more 
than probable that the P1V1J offended 
some, by the language of the notice 
6th May, 1862, powerful and already 
incensed enough to refuse to recognise 
the validity of any notice issued “in 
accordance with instructions from the 
Postmaster General” , i.e., P.M.G. of 
G.B., for as has been shown “His 
Lordship” had no authority to issue 
instructions of any kind to any de­
partment of the Government of Ja­
maica. For that reason it is probable 
that pressure which he could not then 
ignore, was brought discreetly and 
effectively to bear on the PMJ, so that 
the prohibition and penalty of his no­
tice were not enforced, but the fact 
that use of English stamps meant loss 
of revenue to the local Post Office, 
could not for long be ignored and its 
pressure caused the final notice of 20th 
March, 1866. This last is unfortunate­
ly worded to by itself imply that, 
though “Imperial Postage Labels are 
not available. . . .  to England or to any 
place out of the Colony,” they were 
then still available for postage within 
the Colony, but the notice of 6tli May, 
1862 makes that implication im­
possible.

It seems possible to reasonably gath­
er from the foregoing detail, that:—  

(1) English Stamps were officially 
. disallowed for postage of any 
• kind, in Jamaica, on 6th May, 

1862.
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- (2) They continued to be used 
without authority up to 20th 
March, 1866.

(3) Covers with English stamps, 
both local and abroad, which 
show dates subsequent to 6th 
May, 1862, are improper, un- 

'• authorised, but cannot be 
rated as not genuine because 
of this later date.

In the book “Jamaica” on page 35, 
there are two illustrations of covers, 
mailed in Jamaica with English 
stamps in prepayment of postage, and 
dated subsequent to the transfer. The 
first shows two 4d G.B. stamps, can­
celled with the handstamp of the Lilli- 
put Post Office, dated 12th October, 
1860, the G.B. stamps scored through 
several times with pen marks, the 
“JAMAICA PAID” hand stamp, and 
the London stamp dated 16th Novem­
ber, 1860. There is no evidence that 
the cover was taxed at delivery, and 
the “Jamaica Paid” stamp makes if 
improbable that it was. It is also im­
probable that it was taxed at King­
ston, when the “Paid” stamp was ap 
lied, as one cannot readily imagine the 
sender making a special trip to King­
ston on the 13tli, the day after mail­
ing his letter, to pay the postage in 
cash. Had it been returned to the 
sender, the “Paid” stamp could not 
have been applied with the date it 
shows, viz., 13th October, 1860, and to 
return it the cover or envelope must 
have been broken, to learn who he 
was, and in that event it is again im­
probable that it would have been sent 
in its damaged state to London, a new 
one would have been used, even if re­
turn to the sender and back to King­
ston, would have permitted it to reach 
London on 16th November, 1860. A 
more reasonable reading of the evi­
dence is i that:— The Postmaster Ja­

29
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maica, had received Mr. Hill's letter 
of 1st September, 1860, which had 
advised receipt and distribution un­
taxed, of 200 letters with English 
stamps prepaying them in Jamaica. 
His letter requesting, at the instance 
of the Secretary of the Executive 
Committee, further facility had been 
despatched. He Avas not in receipt of 
the letter 11th October, refusing the 
request. There was no reason to 
assume that it would be refused, 
there was some reason to believe 
that it would be granted, because 
of the 200 letters already passed, 
but as there Avas some doubt, he ap­
plied the “Paid” stamp, and despatch­
ed the letter. On receipt at London, 
the authorities there kn oA vin g that 
request to use the stamps, had been 
finally refused, penmarlced the English 
stamps on the cover, but had to honour 
the “Jamaica Paid” stamp, as that 
conformed with their instructions, in­
dicating as it did, prepayment of post­
age, and effected delivery without tax­
ation. The cover therefore does not 
provide any proof, that at that time, 
October 1860, English stamps Avere 
treated as in-valid by the Jamaica 
Post Office, when used in the is­
land.

The second illustration shows a 
cover with two Id English stamps, 
cancelled with the Port Royal oblitera­
tion and date stamp 29tli August, 1864, 
addressed to Kingston, i.e., internal 
domestic mail. The stamps are Avritten 
through with the Avords “No Good,” 
and the figure “2d” in writing appears 
beside them. This evidently indicates 
refusal at Kingston to recognise the 
stamps as valid for postage, and in­
tention to tax the addressee. 2d. As 
the date is rather more than two years 
later than the notice of 6th May, 1862,

it is apparent that in that instance, 
the prohibition was enforced.

It has been urged in opposition to 
the conclusions made, that continued 
use of the stamps up to March, 1866, 
tacitly if not officially and openly corn 
sented to by the PMJ, nullifies the 
notice of 6tli May, 1862, the argument 
in support being that the law recog­
nises as legal, established practice and 
custom. This alleged legal maxim may 
be correctly quoted, but the argument 
is mis-applied, as the law may give 
such recognition, but not when the 
practice or custom has been legally 
declared to be Avrong, otherwise there 
would be the impractical creation of 
ability to cite the laAv to defeat the 
law. The Postmaster’s notice of 6tli 
May, 1862, Avas legal, it declared the 
stamps to be prohibited, it Avas never 
rescinded, the stamps were never re­
stored to use by notice similar to 
that which introduced them to use, 
and it folloAvs that no conspiracy of 
open or secret practice, custom or 
what not, could over-ride that notice, 
even though such practice Avas per­
mitted or participated in tacitly, 
secretly, or openly by the Postmaster 
himself. Only legal published repeal 
of the prohibition, could have restored 
the stamps and validated their use 
after 6th May, 1862, and that was 
never made.

A pertinent question Avhich needs to 
be Cleared up is, where did the stamps 
used after 1st August, 1860, up to 
20th March, 1866, come from? In the 
early stage of the game, we know that 
the Post Office had supplies, but the 
quantities must have been very small 
and limited, no more were available 
at that source. An extract from the 
“Falmouth Post” of 21st December, 
1860, affords a clue by which the ques­
tion may be answered:—



THE JAMAICA PHILATELIST. 31

•“There was one particular con­
venience which we often remarked, 
when British stamps were to he 
obtained in this Island, they were 
readily received by men of busi­
ness in every position in the 
United Kingdom, and it was no 
little addition to the benefits of 
the admirable arrangements of 
the “Book-Post” that parties re­
siding in this country, were able 
to obtain direct from the publish­
ers and shop-keepers, all the books 
and other articles they required 
without the employment of agents 
and the payment of commissions. 
Prom the time of the transfer, 
and the withdrawal of the stamps, 
we have been deprived of this 
convenience; and we propose 
therefore, that the Governor be re­
spectfully requested to apply to 
the authorities in England, for

supplies of stamps to cover the 
packet postage, as these stamps 
distributed in ' proportionate 
amounts to the several offices 
would be of very great advantage 
to the public.”

It may with reason be deduced that 
the request, if made, was refused, as 
compliance by the London authorities 
woud have meant facility for, and en­
couragement of the very practice they 
were lighting to have stopped, but the 
people who had known and used - this 
convenience of remittance by English 
stamps, may be credited with finding 
the ways and means to replenish their 
supplies, that these stamps became 
available to their friends for the same 
purpose, and to both for postage local 
and abroad, until the Postmaster was 
able to put his prohibition of that use, 
into effective operation.

W A N TED FOR CASH

A ll kinds of stamps especially those of the 
West Indies. No quantity too large and no 
s t a m p  too common for us to handle, Make 
offers for largest quantity available.

N o stamps desired on approval unless act­
ually ordered.

W e are also interested in postage stamps 
with revenue or fiscal cancellations, etc,

(Se?id samples, with lowest prices for spot cash.)

MONUMENTAL STAMP COMPANY,
3 7 0 4  O verlook  A ven u e, 
B altim ore, M arylan d , U .S .A
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| Beautiful low  lines
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| Sole Agents: FORD MOTOR CO. |
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I I
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The Coloured Papers as used in the 
Manufacture of Jamaica Stamps.

B y  E. F. Payne.

In tliis essay only thie coloured 
papers used for the production of the 
postage stamps will be discussed.

Glazed papers of various .hues, 
blue, lilac, etc., were used in the pro­
duction of fiscal stamps and some of 
these were used for postal purposes 
from 1881 onwards and so figure in 
our catalogues, but with this mention, 
these will be now dismissed.

The , $o-called Universal Colour 
Scheme adopted by the Crown Agents 
during the years 190S— 9 involved the 
use of various coloured papers. Thus 
yellow paper was employed for 3d. 4d 
and 5/- duties.

Green paper for 1 / and 10/ duties;
Rlue paper for 2/G;
Red paper for £1 values and tlieir 

equivalents.
Although other Colonies had made 

wide 'use of coloured papers prior 
to this, Jamaica did not employ any 
for her Postage Stamps until the 
above-mentioned Universal Colour* 
Scheme1 was adopted in 1909.

The first Jamaican stamp to ap­
pear being the 3d value on yellow pa­
per which'was issued in the latter half 
of 1909. This yellow dyed paper was 
specially manufactured at a Kentish 
Mill for Messrs. De la Rue and Co., 
and bore the usual multiple Crown 
CA watermark. It was dyed bright 
yellow throughout, and this paper was 
in general use for the 3d and 4d du­
ties until 1913 when the mill that had 
supplied it closed down, and various 
provisional papers were employed 
wh'icli will be referred to later.

‘ The 4d value appeared in Sep­
tember of the following year and 
was in grey black on yellow, an un­
usual colour and outside the general 
scheme. It is believed this was an 
error in ordering. The usual colour 
being black and red on yellow for most 
bicoloured 4d stamps of the common 
De la Rue Key Plate. Jamaica how­
ever was. still using the old Queen 
Victoria plates for many values, and 
these required only a single colour. 
Idle first printing only lasted about a 
year and the second printing appeared 
in red on yellow during October, 1911. 
The first colour had appeared on the 
so-called “chalky” paper, the surface 
of which was covered with a patent 
solution from which the design was 
very easily removed by rubbing, and 
was thought to be proof against any 
attempt at removal of ink or other 
obliterations. The second colour of 
the 4d appeared on “ordinary” yellow 
dyed paper, that is paper not so treat­
ed. The printing was a much larger 
one and the stamp was in use after 
the Georgian 4d was introduced in 
1912.

Owing to the death of the Sov­
ereign, the late lamented King Ed­
ward, the Universal Colour scheme 
was never completed in this series, 
but the 1 / and 2 / duties were issued 
on green and blue papers respectively 
during 1910. The old queen type was 

-again used and the standard green 
and blue dyed throughout papers were 
employed, that were manufactured by 
the same mill as had supplied the
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yellow and other coloured papers to 
the Crown Agents.

In 1912 the well known “Nyasa- 
land” (so called because it was first 
used in that colony) type of King 
George V was introduced. The 3d and 
4d and 1 / stamps were issued during 
1912 and 1913 on the same yellow and 
green dyed paper as before. The 2 / 
and 5 / values however, were continu­
ed in the old types until after the 
war, presumably printings had been 
very substantial as it was not until 
1919 that they were issued on the “Ny- 
asaland” type.

In 1913 however, the contract 
for the supply of Coloured papers ran 
out and it is stated that the mill sup­
plying it closed down; however a new 
make of green and yellow paper was 
tried as a temporary expedient by the 
Crown Agents. This paper was col­
oured on the surface only. The 3d 
stamp was one of the first to appear 
on this new paper in 1913, but the 
following year the 4d stamp also, was 
issued on the so-called “white backed” 
paper. The red and blue papers had 
been previously used by the Crown 
Agents for Id and 21-d stamps and so 
a very large stock was on hand when 
its use in this manner was discon­
tinued. and it was unnecessary to try 
any temporary expedient. It may be 
noted in passing, that the old supply 
of red paper, now only used for £1 
values, and so never needed in Ja­
maica, has lasted until the present 
day.

The surface coloured papers re­
mained in use in Jamaica for two 
or three years and in 1915 the new 
dyed throughout paper was ready, and 
first employed on the 3d value which 
was issued in 1915. This paper was 
of quite a different shade from that 
made at the old mill. The watermark

and texture was similar, but it con­
tained more green and is commonly 
known as “lemon” coloured paper. Ia 
the folloAVing year the 4d value w a,> 
issued on this new paper. This muoi 
have been a very limited printing as 
the stamp is now quite scarce.

Two more shades of yellow pa* 
per were employed for Jamaican 
stamps. The first of these is called 
the experimental or “Orange Buff” 
paper. This had distinctly more red 
than the others and had a dull orange 
appearance, sometimes speckled with 
red, due to imperfect mixing of the 
pigments. This paper was only used 
for the London overprinted 3d War 
Tax stamps issued in 1919.

The other make of yellow paper 
was much paler and of more creamy 
appearance. It is commonly known 
as “pale yellow” and was used for 
later printings of the 3d, 4d and 5 / 
stamps and also the 1919 War Tax 3d 
stamp.

It is curious that the 5 / stamp 
although issued in 1919 appeared to 
be on the old make of yellow paper 
and which looks as though it had been 
prepared some years before issue, 
pending the exhaustion of the 5/- arms 
type.

The 1 / stamp was issued on the 
surface tinted green paper in 1915. 
This was also quite white at the back 
and this same duty was issued in 
1920 on the new make of green pap or. 
This had a bluish green surface a; id 
pale olive green back. This was also 
an experimental paper and was not in 
use long before it was superseded by 
a new and much brighter green paper 
commonly known as emerald.

In 1920 however, Jamaica adopted 
an entirely new set of pictorial 
postage stamps. These were all
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printed in two colours on white paper 
and with the issue of these the use 
of coloured papers ceased in the col­
ony and the later varieties of coloured 
paper are therefore outside the scope

of this essay, in which it has been 
attempted to give a brief outline of the 
various coloured papers that have 
been used for Jamaican Postage 
Stamps to date.

Jamaican Stamps Wanted.
I wish to purchase anything of interest in the 
stamps of Jamaica, including blocks and pairs; 
used and unused, town postmarks, railway can­
cellations, covers, shades, 'Franks,’ plate num­
bers, errors, etc., etc.
Do not hesitate to send anything 3mu might 
have on approval, no matter how common such 
might appear to you, it will possibly interest me, 
as I am only a beginner.
Will pay cash or send anything in exchange.

References— Any Canadian Bank.

I. C. BRICKER,
ELOKA, ONT., CANADA.
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Australian Commonwealth Punctured
Officials.

By F. N. C. Beston (Australia), and D. S'. M. Clakk, (Jamaica).

An article in the 1928 “Jamaica 
Philatelist” pointed out that punc­
tured oificials were of collectible sta­
tus, and a few of the more prominent 
types. of puncture were mentioned. In 
the present article it is proposed to 
deal with the Australian Common­
wealth punctures in more detail, and 
particularly with those punctured 
“O.S.N.S.W.”

In November 1926 Gibbons’ Monthly 
Journal published an article on the 
same subject in which attention was 
called to the apparent boycott of these 
stamps by British dealers and collect­
ors. The Catalogue Editor, in a foot­
note, states that they are omitted 
from the catalogue owing to lack of 
any real demand, which, he suggests 
is due to the enormous increase in 
the number of ordinary postage stamps 
issued, with a resultant waning of in­
terest in other sections. This is true 
to a certain extent, but there is little 
doubt that the main objection by col­
lectors is to the “puncture.” At the 
risk of appearing facetious one might 
almost say that to many, a punctured 
stamp is as useless as a tyre in a 
similar state.

Most collectors indulge in some side­
line of the hobby, collecting pictorials, 
portraits, all-blacks, etc., and if one 
wants to exclude punctured officials 
from one’s regular collection they will 
be found to provide an extremely in­
teresting sideline, especially those 
with which this article deals, which 
are sufficiently prolific in varieties, 
both major and minor, to satisfy the

most exacting, while there is always
the chance of picking up a real bar­
gain now and then at the price of an 
ordinary copy. It is interesting to 
note that the H. L. White collection 
in the Mitchell Library valued at £20,- 
000 is rich in these stamps. They are 
naturally in considerable demand in 
the country of their origin, but that 
there is also a Continental demand 
for them is evidenced by their being 
catalogued by Yvert. Unfortunately, 
their lists are not always complete, 
stamps in issue for some time being 
left uncatalogued, while their prices 
do not seem altogether equitable in 
many cases. The accompanying check 
list has been compiled by one of the 
writers, (Mr. F. N. C. Beston) who 
has handled thousands of these stamps 
and made many notes over a consider­
able period. It does not purport to be 
an ultra-specialized list, but a sim­
plified one, and the Gibbons’ classifi­
cation of colours has been adopted as 
far as possible. These stamps are not 
available for any postal purposes 
other than on official matter, hence 
unused copies are practically value­
less and they should be collected only 
in used condition. The figures shown 
in brackets are based on the current 
Gibbons’ Catalogue, i.e., (4) denotes 
four times the catalogue value of the 
ordinary stamp, used. It is claimed 
that this list gives a more reliable 
idea of relative values than those quot­
ed by foreign publications, although 
it is quite possible that it errs, if 
anything, on the side of underpricing,
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since the “O.S.N.S.W.” punctures are 
now obsolete. The “O.S.’ punctures 
are worth less, being considerably 
more common.

The “O.S.N.S.W.” punctures were 
used by the New S'outh Wales Gov­
ernment Departments, the State Gov­
ernment paying the Federal Govern­
ment cash for them. Thus they do 
not represent merely a book entry as 
some have supposed. The punctures 
were the work of the New South 
Wales printer, who did his work well, 
seldom producing any errors other 
than missing holes caused by broken 
pins. Inverted punctures, double punc­
tures, etc., are exceedingly rare. The 
puncture is by a single line set of 
teeth, hence a double puncture will 
be restricted to perhaps the top or 
bottom row of say four to six sheets. 
From this may be gauged their rela­
tive scarcity. The Georgian punctur­
ing machine which served since 1914 
shewed signs of wear, and about the 
first of the present year the use of this 
puncture was discontinued, New South 
Wales being supplied with the ordin­
ary “O.S.” puncture in common with 
the other States. In the circumstances 
collectors are advised to complete 
their sets of “O.S.N.S.W.” as soon as 
possible.

A brief glance at the historical side 
of Official Postage in New S'outh Wales 
may be interesting. In the early days 
of the Colony the official postal du­
ties were performed by the Police 
without remuneration. Then we find 
a document dated 1847 which quotes 
the postage for the month in a certain 
Government Office at 7/9. This was 
before the days of adhesives. The 
postage charge is eliminated In the 
year 1852 and no trace can be found 
of a further entry until 1870 when 
300 printed envelopes were supplied

for postal purposes. They had a 
small endorsement to the effect that 
they were available for official matter 
only, but no adhesive was affixed. In 
1885 the current series of New South 
Wales was overprinted with the let­
ters O.Si. in red or black, followed by 
the Centennial issue which were over­
printed in black. The change to punc­
turing was introduced shortly after 
the Federation of the Australian col­
onies (about 1903) and is a much 
more economical method of making 
the stamps official.

There are two types of the “O.S.N. 
N.W.” puncture, both of which art 
punctured in two lines, the smaller 
being employed on the Kangaroo is­
sues and the larger on the Georgians.

According to Yvert there are two 
types of the “O.S.” puncture also, the 
larger apparently being used only on 
the earliest issue. All the minor var­
ieties found in the “O.S.N.S.W.” 
stamps can probably also be found in 
the stamps punctured “O.S.” and be­
tween the two quite a large and in­
teresting collection may be built up.

Check List of Australian Common­
wealth STamps avith “O.S.N.S.W.”

1913

Puncture.
Kangaroo Issue.

. First Watermark, Gibbons’ Type

4 cl.
2. Perf. 111— 12.

Green (3)
Id. Red (shades) (2)
Id. Carmine (shades) (2)
2d. Grey (shades) (2)
2^d. Indigo (4)
3d. Olive (shades) (2)
4d. Orange (shades) ... (2)
5d. Chestnut (shades) (10)
6d. Ultramarine (shades) (2)
9d. Violet (shades) .... (3)
1/- Green (shades) (4)

Inverted perf. Very rare.
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Kangaroo Issue.— Continued.

2/- Brown .... (4)
5/- G-rey and Yellow 
10/- Grey and Pink 
£1 Brown and Blue 
£2 Black and Rose

Note: The values of 5 / and over 
were mainly used for bulk postage, 
telegrams and cablegrams.

1914— 15 Second Watermark, Gib­
bons’ Type 5 known as Georgian 
Watermark. Perf. 114—12. These
stamps are uncommon.
2d. Grey (shades) .... (3)
2£d. Indigo .... (G)
6d. Ultramarine .... (3)
6d. Blue (shades) .... (3)
9d. Violet .... (2)
1/- Green (shades) .... (4)
2/- Brown >... (10)
5/- Grey and Yellow

1915— 1927 Third Watermark, Gib­
bons’ Type 6 Perf. 114— 12.

2d. Grey (shades) .... (2)
24d. Indigo .... (5)

“1” missing Great rarity. 
2£d. Light Blue (shades) (6)
3d. Olive (shades) .... (2)
6d. Ultramarine (shades) (2)

Broken leg of kangaroo. Very 
Rare.

6d. Chestnut (shades) (2)
Broken leg of kangaroo, Rare. 
Double perf.

9d. Violet (shades) ....
1/- Green (shades) ....
2 /- Brown (shades) ....
2/- Mar one
5/- Grey and yellow
10/- Grey and pink 
£1 Chestnut and blue
£1 Grey
£2 Black and rose.

There are retouches to the 2d, 3d, 
and 6d.

Georgian Issue.
1914— 1927 Watermark Gibbons’

Type 5, Perf. 14.
Id. Green (shades) .... (2)
4 d .' Orange (shades) .. (4)
Id. Carmine (red shades,

etc.), .... (2)
Rough paper 
Die I 
Die II
Die III (known as Postal Station­

ery Die)
Secret mark 
RA joined 
NY line

Id. Violet (shades) .... (2)
Secret mark 
RA joined 
NY line

Id. S'age Green (shades) (2) 
Secret mark 
RA joined 
NY line

14d. Black Brown .... (2)
Chocolate
Inverted Watermark 
Red Brown

14. Green (shades) .... (2)
No fraction bar

l|d. Red (shades) .... (2)
Error Halepence 
Retouch RAL 
Thin Fraction 
Top of Crown missing 
Retouch ALIA  

AUSTRALLA 
POSTAGE 
Die IV

2d. Orange (shades) .... (2)
Retouch GE Very scarce.

2d. Scarlet (shades) .... (2)
2d. Red Brown (shades) (4)

Aniline
3d. Ultramarine (shades) (2)
4d. Orange (shades) .... (3)
4d. Lemon Yellow .... (10)
4d. Violet (shades) .... (3)

Very rare. 
( 2 )
(2 )

(5)
(3)
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Georgian Issue.— Continued.

4d. Ultramarine (shades) (4)
Thin Fourpence. Very ]

4d. Olive Yellow (shades) (2)
4 Id. Violet (shades) .... (2)
5d. Brown (shades) .... (4)
1/4 Pale Blue (shades) (6)

Id. Green •••• (4)
Secret Mark 

‘RA joined 
NY line

Did. Scarlet Die IV......... (2)
2d. Red Brown Die II.

1918— 1926, Multiple Watermark, 
Gibbons' Type 6a. Perl'. 14.

id. Green (shades) .... (3)
Thin fraction

Id. Red carmine (shades) (2) 
Id. Green .... (3)

Secret mark 
RA joined 
NY line

lid . Black brown .... (3)
Chocolate 
Red Brown

No Watermark. Perf. 14.
Id. Sage Green (shades) (6)

Secret mark 
RA joined 
NY line

lid . Starlet (shades) .... (5)
Small Multiple Matermark. Gib­

bons’ Type 7. Perf. 14. 
id. Orange .... (4)
Id. Sage Green (shades) (2)
Secret mark "I These have since 
RA joined t been retouched out 
NY line J of the £late.
lid . Scarlet (shades) .... (1)

Re-entry top right hand corner.
2d. Brown
3d. Ultramarine Die I

(shades) .... (2)
3d. Ultramarine Die II

(shades) .... (3)
4d. Olive Yellow .... (2)
4id. Aniline Violet Very scarce. 
1/4 Pale Blue .... (6)

Perf. 13i x 12i.

LIGHT ON THE SUBJECT

Good vision is absolutely 
necessary when examining or 
reading a stamp, book, or let­
ter. If your eyesight is not 
good you cannot do justice 
to yourself or your subject.

Keep your sight up to mark.

See me and I will make your 
eyes proper seeing eyes, for 
after adjusting them your 
vision will be strikingly im­

proved.

W . R. S1LVERA,
Optician.

Phone 1381.

113 Tow er St., Kingston.
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Jamaica’s Achievement.

By Feed. J .  M e l v i l l e , President of the Junior Philatelic, Society.

In tackling with such thoroughness 
the stamps of Jamaica in compact 
book form, the Jamaica Philatelic So­
ciety has indicated to the philatelic 
world the sloution to its chief literary 
and publishing problem. In common 
with many others I have looked for­
ward hopefully these many years to 
the time when there would be a stan­
dard monograph, not too expensive, on 
the stamps of each country and colony 
that has ever issued stamps.

Although philatelic literature of 
sorts has been turned out with amaz­
ing prodigality for over sixty years, 
the ideal of a handy guide to the 
stamps of every stampic country is 
very far from being achieved. The 
advanced societies, like the Koyal Phil­
atelic Society, and the Philatelic So­
ciety of India seem to me to put the 
cart before the horse in providing- 
monographs of the ultra-specialised 
class before the kind of handbook that 
should prepare the way for such 
specialised productions.

If other colonial and national so­
cieties would take a lead from the ex­
cellent example of the Jamaica. Phil 
-atelic Society, many of the philatelic 
literary lacunae might be speedily fill­
ed up, with great benefit in the ex­
tension of precise philatelic knowledge. 
For instance, the British Guiana Phil­
atelic Society, in my humble opinion, 
could do more good for British Guiana

philately by providing a sound, full 
general primer on British Guiana 
stamps,, than it could accomplish by 
issuing elaborate highly specialised 
monographs on single issues. The 
primer would create a reading and 
collecting public sufficient to make the 
next step to the specialised monograph 
more practicable.

There are now philatelic societies in 
most countries and in a great number 
of the British dominions, colonies and 
protectorates. If each national nr col­
onial society Look its home issues in 
hand and produced serviceable, but not 
at first over-elaborate works, the re­
sources of the literature of philately 
would be immeasurably strengthen­
ed.

What .Jamaica has done, with a com­
paratively small society, but with such 
enthusiasm for the stamps of the isle 
of wood and water, every other col­
onial society ought to be able to emul­
ate. I trust some of them will take 
up the task, and that to the credit Ja­
maica has earned in organising the 
successful p u b l i c a t i o n  of “ J a m a i c a :  its 
postal history, postage stamps and 
postmarks” will be added the kudos 
for having- shown other societies 
wherein they may render the highest 
service to their own members and to 
Philately at large, thus further justi­
fying their existence in a -world too 
full of societies which accomplish too 
little.-
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Stop Pressing!
This pen writes the moment 

the point touches paper

The Parker Duofold point writes the 
instant it touches paper, due to a spe­
cial ink channel ground between the two 
prongs. Made of 14K Gold-and-Iridium, 
this everlasting jjoint yields to any style 
of writing yet ever retains its original 
shape.

This pressureless point and over-size bar­
rel— now made of lightweight non-break- 
able “Permanite”— prevent finger-cramp 
and give tireless, effortless writing ease. 
This new, lustrous material is 28% light­
er than rubber formerly used, yet will 
not fade, crack or break.
Parker Duofold is unharmed by any cli­
mate. Ink never leaks, due to Parker’s 
Inner Sleeve Cap seal. No filler hole in 
side of barrel— no air enters to rot ink sac.

Im itations can not give  
P ark erD u ofold  results, 
so look  carefully for the  
name “ Geo. S. Parker 
— DUOFOLD” on 
the b a rret

Brker ,
D u a f o l d



KODAKS
AND

Kodak Supplies
AN5)

Everything Photographic.
Our developing and Printing for Amateurs is Jamaicans

Standard.
Enlarging from A m ateurs’  Negatives a Specialty.

PI. ED. A T T  ED W  ELL
A .  PA16 King Street,

Kingston, .Jamaica.

L td ,,
DTJN N E T T ,  

Manage r.

W e  S p e c ia l i s e  in

R E L I A B L E  W R I S T L E T  ' W A T C H E S
f o r  M E N  A N D  W O M E N .

For over eleven years., we have been maintaining the highest 
standard in our watch department, and our success is indi­
cated by the fact that we now sell more Watches than all other 

firms in Kingston put together.
It demonstrates that the public appreciates quality and we feel 

that we are justified in adhering to our Slogan.

“ The highest Values at the most reasonable Prices.”

I f  you want a reliable Watch, come to us.

THE FAYOURITE JEWELLERY STORE, 70 King Street, Kingston.
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Jamaica “ Specimen” Stamps.

By L. C. C.

In our recently published handbook 
on Jamaican stamps, we mentioned in 
each chapter what “specimen” stamps 
were known of the various issues.

Since then however, several more 
varieties have come to light, and it 
may be of interest to collectors to have 
a list of all the varities known !o time.

N icholson .
I S o

They total £$% of which I possess

I shall be very pleased if any read; 
ers of this article can inform me of 
any further varieties which they know 
of.

The stamps are all per}'oralcd unless 
otherwise stated, and the word “Speci­
men" is in black ink, unless noted' 
otherwise.

Issue. Type or Specimen. Size in m m . Stamps Known. NUMBER;

Pine {
Very large„bl0p)t letters

two 129 x 5 Id. 3d. (id. ll - 4-
l

„ (Imperi.)
stamps. J

Heavy block letters. 15 x 2 i Id. 2d. 4d. 6d. 1/- 5Pine ?i •? :> Id. 6d. ]/- i
f stamp V
J print- t.
1 ed i(.double J

.. ?j t? 11- i

Pine Small „ 151 x U Id. 2d. 3d. fid. 1/- 5
ft do. (green ink) 6d. 1/- 2
if Small serif letters 15x1} 3d. 1

« .  »♦ .♦ 16} x 14 3d.
„ (Imperf.) Tall thin „ 1/- 1

)4-Pine Manuscript. Id. 2d. 3d. ! / -
f * do. (red h\k) i

Grown 0.0. Small block le tto , 
Medium do. ~ '* ~

15.4 x 1} 
2«£x

Ad. ]d. 2d. 3d.
id. 2d. 4d. 1/- 5/-

4
5

f» Tall thin serif letters. 
Manuscript

Od.
4d. 6d. 5/-

■id. Id.

1
ft Perforated across the SLsi amp.

The word “Cancelled 17-A x 1 23,3d. fid. -\3(imperf.) ?*> ’ 1 do. i d .  Id, %Small Serif letters. !6 x /£ ia. /
» Serif IS x a. 7«J. 3<l. X

GroWn G.A. Thin Sans Serif letters. 14| x 2} AdJUfRose) 2d. (Grey) )
C«

Xd. 3d., 4d., fid. (Yellow) 
***) Gd. (Orange) }

Svnull Serif letters. /  6 X / 'x. 1«L (t̂osc) . f

Key Plate hi 2d. 2£ ti.

Llandovery Thin Sans Serif letters 13| x 2} Id. (reading down) )
(Red)

do. do.Llandovery 
.Black & Red)
T" .................

14 x 2} Id. ( . do. ) 1
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I ssue.

hi-
Arms C.A. 

77 me a .
2nd Arms. 
M.C.A.

Victoria,
MO. A.

Edward 

George. M .< IA

Script
C.A.

Pictorial
M.O.A.

Pictorial. 
Script C.A.

Slavery i\l C.A. 
,, Script. C.A.

4 tli War

Child Welfare

T ype op Specim en .

'Thin Sans Serif letters
t£o,
do.

S ize  in  MM.

do. do. 2d.
do. do. Id., lid.. 2d.. 2Adv 3d., «d.’ 

2/-. 51- 3 ^ 7 ™ ) ^ ““ !
do. (in red) do. id. ]/-
do. 144 x 2J 6d.

TiWw/atcd in S etn v -C irr lc -.

do.
d<>. (in red) 
do. 
do.

Medium Serif letters 
Hm|js2i~Trd(in purple)

Thin Sans Serif letters

do. (in red)
do.
dm
do.
do. (in red)
do:
do.

do. (in red)

Hi  X 2;} 
IS x z  
14 x 24-

do.

Thick Officials

Fiscals (Pine) 
,, (C.A.)

.. (no wmk.)
« (

, ,  (

(

Suns Serif letters, with 
full stop (in red)

Thin Sans Serif letters

Small iSSSAfe letters 
Perforated across the 

stamp
Perforated across the/fZawp.

.stamps, fas ’Pints') z . f   ̂s - 
) Medium block letters 20 x 21

- ( t a l l ) .
) 1 * .  , (square

letters)
Thin Sans Serif lettersTelegraphs

Si 3 cats (no urjnk).} S-mall S e r if  le tte rs .

>' (  " ) I M iin u .s c f ij’ t  (fted xnlc).

! 5&  X /£_

U> X 2{

H x 24 
do.

15 x 2-1 
15 x 2

141 x 2-\

14 x 24 
do.

15 x 2-1- 
15* x]* 
134 x 2J 
134 *3

144 x 2J
do. 4

f 12x2J

Hi x 2;} 
l-r»i x

S t a m p s  K n o w n .

id. Id, 2Ad. 5d.
■ Id 54.
4d. (green) Id. (red) 2£d.
(blue) 6d. 5/-

3d. (pur. on 3rel.) 4d. (blk.
on yel.)
4d. (red on yel.) (id. (pur.) 
!/- (blk. ou green) 2/* pur.
on blue)

N u m b e r .
6iT

4
Z .

*vt.
IA .,

*d.,
4d. 
24 d.

J4d

fall u fw ^ris)
Id. (down) 2d. (up) 

(up)
.. 1 /-, 2/-, 3/-, 5/- 

10/- (up)
3d.

, (down)
5/-

%

18 x 24 

14£ x 2J 
ts*- X I-k.

id., lrUL, (up) 2d (down) 
4d. (down)

2£d.
10/- (up)

3d.
Id. (down) 51-

6d. (up)
6d. (down)

Id. 3d.

id.. Id., 2id.

id., Id., 2d.

Id.
Id.

, °Tt- H-u-e-.3(1.
3A. ( ......................... )

1/-, 5 1 0 A

V-

3d. (C.A.) 1/- (on white)? 
1 /- (bn WAiclfr') .  J

h.<(anblû 3A(̂ nlilac) v-—

/ 5 ~o,



The Jamaica Mutual Life 
Assurance Society.

JAMAICA.

ESTABLISHED 1844—85 YEARS IN EXISTENCE.

The Society has passed through 

every Island catastrophe includ­

ing epidemics and is now more 

vigorous than ever.

Funds stand at well over
HALF A MILLION

P O U N D S
and the Society’s rate of 

Bonus is constantly increasing.

ITS ADVANTAGES:

Low Premiums Absolute Security 
Large returns by way of Bonus

A  POLICY IN IT COMBINES 
Protection and Investm ent

AND
Prompt Settlem ent of C laim s

For rates., etc., apply to :

SPENCER THOMPSON,
Travelling A gem or

ERNEST B. NETHERSOLE, Secretary.

Wm. D. SOUTAR,
Asst. Trav. Agent
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Guaranteed Same Quality 
throughout the World.

E D W IN  CHARLEY, 
62-64 King St. — , Kingston
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Reminiscences of Early Days.

B y  Charles J. Phillips.

In the very year that I was horn 
(1863), Mr. Stanley Gibbons made the 
best purchase of his life, and one upon 
which he based his future success.

At this time young Gibbons was an 
assistant to his father who was a well- 
known pharmaceutical chemist, at 13 
Treville Street, Plymouth. E. S. Gib­
bons was allowed to use one portion 
of the window to show samples, and 
one morning two sailors passing the 
shop saw them, and went in to ask if 
anyone there bought stamps. Next 
day the men turned up, one of them 
with a large kitbag over his should­
er.

They were asked into the back par­
lor, and turned out the contents of the 
bag on to a large round table. The 
stamps were all triangular Cape of 
Good Hope, thousands and thousands 
of them, many in large blocks, 
woodblocks and Perkins Bacon print­
ings all mixed up. Gibbons asked the 
men how they. had got a sackful of 
triangular Capes, and one of them re­
plied:—

“When our boat got to Cape Town 
we had leave, and some of us went 
on shore for a spree, and me and my 
mate here happened to go in a show 
we found folks crowding into, and 
found a bazaar going on. Some ladies 
persuaded me to take a shilling ticket 
in a raffle, and we Avon this here bag 
of stamps which the ladies had begged 
for all around Cape Toivn for the 
bazaar.” ..G"

Well, the men were very pleased to 
get $25.00 for sack of Capes. And I 
should fancy Gibbons ivas equally 
pleased ivith his purchase.

It may interest you to know the 
rates at which Gibbons sold Capes in 
those early days. The figures f quote 
are authentic, as I found Mr. Gibbons' 
letter book for March to June, 1864.

On March 16, 1864, he wrote to A. 
Rosenberg:— “I can supply you in any 
quantity Id., 4d., and Od. Cape of 
Good Hope, twenty cents a dozen, gen­
uine old woodblock, 75c. a dozen.” 
Next .month prices were up, as he sent 
Mount Brown three dozen woodblocks 
at $2.50 a dozen.

About the same time he sent ,J. 
Pauwels of Toraquay some 1 / Capes at 
35 cents a dozen, and quoted him 
$1.00 each for Id. blue aud 4d. red 
woodblock errors. By June, 1864, the 
price of Cape errors had enormously 
increased, as he ivas then offering them 
at $3.75 each!

In the same year young Gibbons 
wrote to his agent in Cape Town, and 
ordered some of the new rectangular 
Id. and 6d. stamps, and at the end 
of the letter said, “Please not to. send 
me Id. triangular, unused, as they are 
no good to me.”

He had so many unused that he 
could not use more at face value of 2 
cents each.

Mr. Gibbons vouched for the truth 
of the following incidents, all of which 
he well remembered.

He had many correspondents in 
South America, one. was a Mr. George 
Nunes, who sent him many thousands 
of the early Brazils. Among these 
there were some hundreds of the slop­
ing figures 180r., 300r., aud 600 reis.

From a student in Stony hurst Col­
lege, whose father was in Bolivia. Gib-



ons had scores of thousands of the 
Bolivia first issue Eagle, among these 
he estimated he had quite 5,000 of the 
10c. brown.

A wonderful lot came one day from 
Georgetown, British Guiana. This 
consisted of between three and four 
hundred of the circular stamps of 1850. 
There were some scores of the 4c. 
orange, a smaller number of Sc. green, 
and the rest consisted of over 800 of 
I he 12c. circular.

About 1863. Mr. Gibbons began to 
import stamps direct from the British 
Colonies, and got many consignments 
that in later days turned out to be 
raril ios.

The Postmaster at Albany, Western 
Australia, in sending $100 worth of 
stamps for which Gibbons had remit­
ted, apologised for charging 12c. each 
for some new 2d. stamps printed in 
the colour of the 6d. but he had to do 
this as the higher authorities had 
charged him 6d. (12c.) each. This 2d. 
proved to be the rare error of 1879. 
Gibbons did not know what they were 
and sent them out at $1.25 each. This 
price gradually rose to $10, at which 
price his supply was exhausted.

From 1885 to 1890 f dealt in stamps 
in Birmingham, before I moved to 
London and purchased the business of 
Stanley Gibbons. I can remember a 
couple of good purchases of these days. 
About. 1887 I had a large parcel of 
Italian proofs and essays and other 
stamps, that a London dealer. named 
Bannister wanted. He could not pay 
cash, but he brought down a large 
parcel of other stamps which I took in 
exchange.

These consisted of many hundreds 
of the large 10/ and £1 stamps of 
Great Britain, watermark both Cross 
and Anchor. The 10/- were taken at 
25c. each and the £1 at 60c. each.

TUB JAMAICA PHILATELIST.

There were also several dozen of the 
£5 stamps, for which I had to allow 
$1.25 each in exchange.

From 1890 I lived for a few years 
at No. 8. Gower Street, London. One 
evening a man came in with one of 
those old Lallier albums well filled 
with nice old stamps, lie asked me 
to make an offer, but as is usual in 
the trade, I said, “No, you are the 
seller, you must name your own 
price.”

After some talk lie told me he had 
a catalogue at home and that he would 
value the book and come in the follow­
ing evening. I was ready for him 
with a good wad of nice (dean Bank' 
of England notes, as l expected to- 
have to pay a few hundred pounds.

The next evening came and so did 
the man. I said, “Well, have you fixed 
your price for the album?” He replied 
that he had worked at it nearly all 
night and fixed the price at $150,001 
After I had paid him, and got a re­
ceipt and the album, 1 asked him what 
catalogue he had used and he said a 
Mount Brown of 1864.

In looking through the files of the 
stamp papers of some thirty years or 
move ago I have come across notes on 
prices in the olden days which may 
he amusing to present day collect­
ors.

In 1893 in an interview, Mr. Edward 
Stanley Gibbons was asked what were 
the highest ptioes lie got for any 
stamps before 1880 when he was in 
Plymouth.

He said the best prices lie could re­
member getting was $25.00 each for 
several Hawaiian Islands 1851, 13
cents.

Cape of Good Hope, Woodblocks, 
errors, Id. blue and 4d. red he sold in 
1864 at $1.00 each.

Later on he remembers having 500
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or 600 British Guiana, 1862 Type-set 
provisionals, a great many on original 
covers, which he floated off. These he 
sold at $4.00 to $6.Off each.

Soon after Gibbons went to Gower 
Street, he bought from C. G. Wyatt a 
large parcel of British Guiana first 
issue, circular, comprising about 30 of 
the 4c. yellow, 15 of the 8c. green, and 
700 of the 12c. blue. Best copies of 
these were sold at $5.00 each.

Mr. Gibbons got many good parcels 
of stamps through his brother- Com­
mander Gibbons, R.N.

On one occasion Captain Gibbons 
visited Suva, Fiji Islands, and bought 
up all the original Fiji Times express 
stamps, and Stanley Gibbons said he 
remembered that he sold them at 
double face value.

Writing of British Guiana reminds 
me of an incident that happened in 
Birmingham about 1888.

I founded the Birmingham Philatelic 
Society and our President was James 
Botteley, then recognized as the third 
largest collector in Great Britain. One 
evening I was dining at Mr. Botteley’s 
home with any host and Thomas Rid- 
path of Liverpool, one of the very 
early stamp dealers.

We began to talk about the rarity 
of British Guiana stamps, and I asked 
Ridpath if he had handled many of 
them. He said that some years earlier, 
probably about 1880 he had a letter 
from Trinidad asking what he would 
pay for fine copies of the large oblong 
4d. red 1856. He quoted $5.00 each if 
large copies and corners not cut. Some 
time later on he received a large re­
gistered letter containing SO to 100 of 
these stamps with a draft drawn on 
him at sight for the amount. He 
remembered this well as he was short 
of cash and had difficulty in borrowing

enough to enable him to meet the bank 
d raft.

Really fine and rare stamps are as 
good an investment as anything I 
know, • and to prove this I will quote 
a few well known details that I can 
vouch for: —

In 1893 I went to Bordeaux, and 
bought from M. Piet Latawdrie the 
Mauritius Id. and 2d. “POST OFFICE” 
for $3,400.00. I sold these to Sir Wil­
liam Avery and when he died the 
stamps were sold to Mr. Henry JLmveen 
for about $10,000.00. After Mr. Du- 
veen’s death, some 18 years after he 
had purchased them, the same two 
stamps were sold to Mr. Arthur Hind 
for $35,000.00.

In 1894, I was in Brussels and had 
a long chat on old times and old prices 
with Mmlle. Jean Moens. She told me 
that she remembered selling unused 
Tuscany 3 lire, and Nova Scotia 1/- 
at 5 francs each.

When in Boston in 1895 I met the 
well known early American stamp 
dealer F. Trifet, who told me that he 
once offered Mr. Stanley Gibbons 3 00 
New Brunswick 6d. yellow at sixty 
cents each but be refused them as toe 
dear.

Trifet also told me that in 1876 he 
arranged the Government Collection at 
Washington, and for doing this the 
authorities gave him 1,800 full sets of 
the 1857 issue. These he offered at 
first at 75 cents a full set mint.

From the same source he also had 
a full sheet of the 3 cents grilled all 
over, but' no one would look at these 
so Trifet used them on his letters. L 
happened to mention this to Major E. 
B. Evans who confirmed what Trifet 
stated as he had a 3 cent grilled all 
over, on a cover, he had received as 
ordinary mail from Trifet.

When we bought the famous Breit-
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fuss collection from St. Petersburg, we 
found very many interesting records of 
Old Time Prices, for Breitfuss marked 
tbe cost of all stamps on the hinge 
and he taught me his cypher. Some 
examples are: —

Nevis 4d. orange, engraved, uncut 
sheet of the 12 types, $2.25.

St. Vincent, 5/- Star watermark, cost 
$2.00 in 1881.

Tobago, £1, C. C. from Moens for 
$7.00.

Western Australia, 2d. Indian red 
bought in 1S70 from J. W. Palmer for 
60 cents.

Western Australia, 2d. lilac, error, 
from (ribbons, $10.00.

New Zealand, 1850, 1/- green on 
blue, from J. W. Palmer about 1877, 
cost $1.25 unused.

New Zealand, .1S72, Id. brown, wmk. 
N. Z. bought from Basset-Hull, cost 2 
cents.

United States 1867, grille all over, 
pair of 3c. unused bought from Moens 
for $1.50.

Switzerland, Zurich, horizontal lines, 
unused strip of the 5 types from Moens 
cost $27.50.

About 1891 a lady came into our 
shop in the Strand with a small album 
which we looked over. We told her 
that there was only one stamp in the 
book of the least use to us and asked 
her to name her price for us to pick 
out any stamp we wished. She replied 
that she did not want any money but 
if we would give her Russian Locals 
to the catalogue value of £8 (about 
($40.00) we could take the stamp. She 
had a beautiful lot of multi-coloured 
locals— we had a United States 1869, 
30c. flags inverted and unused, which 
afterwards passed to Mr. Worthington 
in Cleveland, and is now— I believe in 
the collection of Mr. Arthur Hind.

Some fifteen years ago an old gentle­

man living at Hampstead, a northern 
suburb of London— in looking over old 
books in his library found his old 
school boy stamp collection and put it 
on one side to give to liis grandson. 
A friend went in that evening and was 
shown the little volume. He knew just 
a little about stamps and he advised 
the old gentleman to have it examined 
before giving it away, so the next day 
he sent a servant with it to the City 
to get an opinion on the' value. Event­
ually it was taken to Puttick & Simp­
son, well known stamp auctioneers, 
and they pointed out that one stamp 
in the book was very valuable. It 
was then placed in their hands for 
sale. The gem in the collection was a 
Mauritius POST OFFICE, 2d. deep 
blue, unused, superb margins. I had a 
commission from the Richport Mus­
eum, in Berlin, of about $7,000.00 but 
the stamp was bought for $7,250.00 for 
H.M. King George V.

Quite a romance might be woven 
around a pair of British Guiana 1850, 
2 cents, pale rose, that I recently sold 
to Mr. Arthur Hind of Utica, N.Y. for 
about $15,000.00.

Canon Josa of Demerara, relates the 
following: —

“On Easter Day, 1896, Christ Church, 
Demerara, was financially in a bad 
way. We were overdrawn at our 
bankers to the tune of £100 odd. We 
had an instalment of the mortgage on 
our chief school due, of £175, and other 
claims, and we were making efforts to 
raise some money, and our compara­
tively poor people gave an Easter offer­
ing of a little over £75. An old col­
oured lady, Miss Preston by name, sent 
me two stamps 4 cents, deep blue, 
(lithographed by Messrs. Waterlow & 
Sons 1852), and these I sold for $33.60; 
and on Easter Monday I wended my 
way to Miss Preston to thank her for



the gift, and whilst there 1 inquired 
whether she had any more of these 
valuable stamps, especially as buyers 
were in search of the circular stamps 
of 1851 and for the 2 cents, rose, they 
were offering over £100. Miss Preston 
said she had given all her stamps 
away, she brought out an old basket 
filled with old receipts and bills; and I 
searched, when lo! and behold, there 
tumbled out of the basket an envelope 
addressed:—

Miss Rose,
Blankenburg,

this being the name of one of our 
plantations on the West Coast of Dem- 
erara. This envelope contained two 
stamps— an unsevered pair, cut to 
shape— and they were the very stamps 
that buyers had been in search of. 
and for which there were standing ad­
vertisements. The lady, Miss Rose, to 
whom it was addressed, was present 
in the room. She was also a member 
of our church, and on hearing that the 
two stamps were worth a lot of money, 
she literally danced with joy and said, 
“Thank God” ! I am at last able to 
give something worth while.” Roth 
the old ladies, although they owned 
their house and land, were compara­
tively poor; and so I took mv church­
warden, the late F. A. R. Winter, (o 
thank them again and to persuade 
them to receive a portion of whatever 
they might fetch. “Not a penny, sir, 
not a penny, sir.” These stamps were 
reserved for my dear old church.” 

Even the best posted experts must 
sometimes make mistakes against 
themselves. Two or three examples, 
may prove interesting; —

Many years ago I was in my office 
upstairs at 391 Strand, London, when 
Lieut. F. H. Napier— a fine philatelist 
who helped to write many works for 
my firm— was announced. I was busy

0$

with a client and sent word for Napier 
to wait a short time. In due course 
he came up and at once showed me a 
rare variety of a Transvaal, second 
type, and asked if I wanted to buy.
I said, “Yes, I have been looking for a 
copy for a long time— what do you 
want?” He replied $50.00. I agreed 
to purchase at this price which was 
cheap and asked the cashier to make 
out a cheque in payment. While this 
was being done, I said— “By the way, 
Napier, where did you gel thai scarce 
variety?” He replied, “Out of your 
stockbook downstairs ‘while I was 
waiting to see you. I paid $1.85 for 
it!”

In 1922 1 sold Mr. Arthur Hind a 
collection of Confederate Stales Locals, 
each stamp of which was priced sep­
arately. One was the New Orleans 
5c. brown, used, and priced about $8.00. 
Afterwards when he had completed the 
purchase, Mr. Hind told me he found 
the stamp was printed on both sides, 
so he had a “sleeper” worth some 
$300.00 for his $8.00.

Two years ago I sent a parcel of 
early Canadian stamps on covers to a 
Collector in Canada and he kept a 1 
cent of 1868 for some $2.00 or $3.00. 
Shortly afterwards I heard that this 
was a fine copy of the le. on laid 
paper, and the only one used on cover 
that I know exists.

Never repine for a bargain sold lo a 
collector, in the long run the publicity 
you get for the bargains you inad­
vertently sell, is worth more to you 
than the few dollars you lose a'; first.

Talking of bargain prices reminds 
me of an incident that occurred in 
Berlin some twenty years or more ago. 
I was travelling through Germany 
with my friend Mr. M. P. Castle, and 
in Berlin that fine German collector 
of stamps and philatelic literature—
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Judge Fraenkel— gave a dinner at bis 
home to Castle and myself to meet 
some of the leading collectors of that. 
City.

When we sat down to dinner 1 no­
ticed by the side of my plate, three 
pencils, one about an inch long very 
thin and slender, one normal size, and 
one enormous one. very thick and some

15 inches long. 1 knew this was a 
joke on me and turned to my host and 
asked him to explain. He said “Well, 
Phillips, the big pencil is for the 
stamps you price too high, the middle 
one for the stamps priced about right 
and the little baby one for the bar­
gains you sell— you won’t often use 
that one!”

NATIONAL BAZAAR
85 King Street, Kingston.

P.0. Box 2 - Phone 734

Reliable place to obtain all your 
Requirements in Silk Dress Goods, 
Ladies’ and Gents’ wear, Oriental 
Fancy Goods. Perfumes, Gift Goods, 
Novelties and Household Goods of 
all Kinds.

Sea Grass and Rattan Furniture 
A very large range of Designs to 
select from at Lowest Prices.

Shop here and obtain 
Most, Value for your 

Money.





PIANO TUNING

LET CECIL A. MYRIE DO YOUR TUNING AND NOTE THE DIFFERENCE 
IN THE TONE OF YOUR PIANO.

Office 109f Water Lane, Telephone 669.

A  R E E I C I O U S  A S S O R T M E N T

H U NTLEY 6c PALMERS 
ASSORTED CRP.AM 

BISCUITS 
SUPPLIED BY

J a m a ic a ’s  F avourite  B iscu it  M anufacturers

HUNTLEY & PALMERS
R E A D IN G  & LONDON.

H A N D .  A R N O L D  D T D - '
R epresentatives -• 105 B A R B O U R  S'P.
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New Jamaicans, 1929.

By Hakuy E. H i mint.

During 1927 there were persistent 
rumors that a complete new series 
of Postage and Revenue stamps was 
in preparation for Jamaica (smaller 
in size than those of the 1919-21 pic­
torial series), picturing present-day 
beauties of the island rather than 
memorials of bygone days. It is un­
understood that designs were selected 
for a complete scenic series, but the 
Colonial Office disapproved, and en­
deavours to have their decision re­
versed were fruitless. The proposed 
scenic series has therefore, been tem­
porarily abandoned.

However, as no objection was rais­
ed to a new series incorporating His 
Majesty’s features, arrangements were 
made in 1927, to replace the |d. “Ja­
maica Exhibition, 1891” , first issue 
on Roman C.A. watermarked paper on 
Nov. 12. 1920, and on script CA, Feb­
ruary 5, 1922. The replacing stamp, 
typographically printed from Nyasa- 
land keyplate Nc.l, was issued Nov. 
3, 1927. This Same Nyasaland key- 
plate design was used for1 the first 
Georgian series of Jamaica, Id. to 5s. 
(introduced with the 3d. on March 6. 
1912), the -kl. continuing in the Arms 
type of Nov. 8. 1906.

Early in 1928. it was decided to 
have 11 cl. stamps prepared after the 
Cayman Islands design of 1921. La­
ter, the 9d. and Id. were added. Id. 
is the inland letter rate; lid . that to 
the United Kingdom and the British 
Empire generally, and the 9d. for use 
on telegrams.

Although known in June, 1928, the 
Crown Agents gave no advance notice 
of the impending change, until their

Bulletin for the fourth cjuai’ter (Octo- 
ber-December, 1928), notified that sup­
plies of the lid . brown had been dis­
patched, and that the Id. and 9d. were 
on order.

C A Y M A N  IS L A N D S  D E SIG N , 1921.

In July, 1915, New Zealand placed 
in circulation a King George V. series 
of stamps, designed by H. Llnley 
Richarson, R. B. A., after the penny 
black of Great Britain, issued May 
6, 1840. The Now Zealand design was 
followed closely in that made up by 
Messrs. De La Rue & Co., Ltd. for the 
Cayman Islands line engraved series 
introduced on April 4, 1921, with the 
lid-. 3d., Is. and 5s. Other values 
followed at intervals until it was com­
pleted on June 28, 1923, with the 41 d.

As used in the Cayman Islands de­
sign (191 x 231 mm) the head of 
King George V. facing the left, in a 
vertical rectangle (curved at the top), 
is on a faintly diamonded ground, in­
stead of the usual plain or horizon­
tally lined one. The Imperial Ci'own 
occupies a central position at the top, 
and in the upper corners are shield 
shaped tablets with large numerals 
of value in color. At the foot, is 
“Postage and Revenue— Cayman Is­
lands” , in two lines of colourless caps, 
and in the lower corners, three con­
centric circles on colourless squares. 
A border of conventional scroll work, 
at the sides, with diamond beading at 
the outer edge, completes the design.

This same Cayman Islands design 
was used for the Crown series of the 
Turks and Caicos Islands (-id. to 3s.) 
issued Nov. 20. 1922, and for the Post-
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age and Revenue series (id . to 10s.) 
of Marcli 1, 1928. Unfortunately, in 
these two instances, so much detail 
was included as to completely destroy 
the effectiveness of the original design.

JAM AICA lid . UltOWN, JAN. 18. 1929.
In the Jamaica Gazette of January 

17, 1929, the new lid . Postage and 
Revenue stamp was announced for' 
issue on the following day.

“ Stamp Office, Kingston.
10th. January, 1929.

“The following is a description of a 
penny halfpenny Postage and Revenue 
stamp which will be put in circulation 
on the 18tli. January, 1929.

“The design of the stamp is denot­
ed by a, profile of King George the 
Fifth, on a ground of horizontal lines, 
in a rectangular frame, surmounted 
by a Crdwn, on each side of which 
the denomination, lid ., is shown.

“To the left and right of the frame, 
respectively, Impinging on labels, are 
the words ‘Postage’, ‘Revenue’, and 
under the rectangular frame, ‘Jamaica”

“ The colour of the stamp is brown, 
printed on white script watermarked 
paper.

(Signed). C. C. M anton.
D ep u ty  S tam p  C om m ission er."

The stamp design measures 18 x 22 
min., with the head of King George V., 
facing the left, within a vertical rect­
angle, on a horizontally lined ground. 
At the top is a Crown, and on octagon­
al tablets in the upper corners, the 
denomination, “ l id .” in colourless. “Ja­
maica” in large colourless caps 
appears at the bottom. Scroll work at 
the sides, and the word “Postage” at 
the left, and “Revenue” at the right, 
complete the design.

JAMAICA 9d. DULL VIOLET, MAKOII 5, 1929.
The 9d., which was invoiced on Jan.

15. 1929 (608,400 copies) arrived by- 
the s.s. Bayano, and in the Jamaica 
Gazette of February 28, 1929, was an­
nounced for issue on March 5, 1929.

Stamp Office, Kingston,
22nd. February, 1929.

“The following1 is a description of 
a Ninepenny Postage and Revenue 
stamp which will be put into circula­
tion on the 5th. March, 1929.

“The design of the stamp is denoted 
by a profile of King George the Fifth, 
on a ground of horizontal lines, in an 
oval frame. The top of the frame is 
supported by columns, in the centre 
of which is a Crown. The denomina­
tion, 9d. is shown (in circles), on 
each side of the Crown. On the left 
column, the word ‘Postage’ is printed, 
and on the right column, ‘Revenue’.

“The word ‘Jamaica’ is shown at 
the bottom of the stamp between two 
squares, which are directly under the 
columns.

“The colour of the stamp is purple, 
printed on white script watermarked 
paper.

(Signed). C. C. M a n t o n , 
D ep uty  S tam p  C om m ission er."1

The design as in the case of the lid ., 
issued Jan. 18tli. 1929, measures 18 x 
22 mm., and the head of King George 
V. facing left, is on a partially cross 
hatched and horizonally lined ground. 
The vignette opening, arched at the 
top. is surmounted by the Imperial 
Crown, and in the upper corners, cir­
cles enclose “9d.” in colourless. At 
the bottom is “Jamaica” in colourless 
sans serif caps (not so bold as on the 
,id .)  and scroll topped pillars at the 

• inscribed “ Postage” and
“Revenue” respectively.

The choice of colour was not a very 
wise one, as a letter mailed to me 
from the G. P. 0., Kingston, on the



first day of issue, March 5, 1929, was 
rated by the clerk there as short paid 
2d., and 4 cents were collected on de­
livery. The new 9d. stamp was evi­
dently mistaken for the l^d. brown, 
in the same type, issued Jan. 18. 1929.

This is the first 9d. stamp issued by 
Jamaica in its postal history of 
almost 70 years (distinctive Ja­
maican postage stamps were first 
placed on sale November 24, 1860); 
in fact, very few British Colonies have 
found it necessary to include this 
denomination in their Postage and 
Revenue series. Grenada in the W ind­
wards issued on December 27, 1922, a 
9d. violet and black, Postage and Re­
venue stamp, DLR-1912 keyplate de­
sign, along with 5d. and 3s., as the re­
sult of increased postage and parcel 
rates. However, this 9d. denomina­
tion was dropped in 1928, from the 
Grenada series, along with the 4d. 
5d. 2s. and 3s., as stamps for which 
the demand has lessened or disappear­
ed. They will not be reordered when 
present stocks exhaust.

The probability is that the 9d. of 
Jamaica will not be seen much on 
mails leaving the island, as it was is­
sued primarily . for use on telegrams. 
Nine pence is the charge throughout 
the island for any number of words 
up to twelve (the address and signa­
ture are both counted), and 4d. for 
every additional word. Jf the addres­
see resides more than a mile from the 
terminal office, a porterage fee of 6d. 
per mile is charged; or if a horse mes­
senger is required, the fee is Is. per 
mile. The charge for transmission, 
and for porterage of telegrams, must 
be prepaid by means of adhesive 
stamps.

Four hundred and thirty-one copies 
of this Stamp, over-printed ‘Specimen’, 
were sent by the Crown Agents in

6 4

London, to the offices of the Universal 
Postal Union at Berne.
JAMAICA Id. CARMINE, MARCH 15, 1929.

The last of the trio, ordered in the 
Cayman Islands type, Id. carmine, 
was invoiced by Messrs. De La Rue & 
Co., Ltd. on Jan. 15, 1929, 1,338,000 
copies (431 additional copies, over­
printed “ Specimen” , were sent to 
Berne), and received in the island 
by the s. s. Bayano. The Jamaica 
Gazette of 14th. March, announced it 
for issue on 15th. March, 1929.

“Stamp Office, Kingston, 
7th. March, 1929.

“The following is a description of 
a penny Postage and Revenue stamp 
which will be put into circulation 
on 15th. March, 1929.

“The design of the stamp is denoted 
by a profile of King George the V., 
on a ground of horizontal lines, in a 
circular frame, on the top of which is 
a Crown.

“The denomination Id. is shown on 
labels on each side of the Crown.

“To the left and right of the- circle, 
the words ‘Postage and ‘Revenue’ are 
printed on labels between horizontal 
lines, and ‘Jamaica’ is shown at the 
bottom of the stamp between paral­
lel lines.

“The colour of the stamp is red, 
printed on white script watermarked 
paper.

(Signed), C. C. Ma n t o n ,
D ep uty  S tam p  C om m ission er,”

The stamp design is in the same 
size as the l£d. and 9d., i. e. 18 x 22 
mm., and the head of King George Y. 
facing the left, appears on a partially 
cross hatched and horizontally lined 
circular medallion, surmounted by the 
Imperial Crown. The denomination, 
Id., colourless, is on horizontally lined 
octagons in squares in the upper cor­
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ners; “Postage” and “Revenue” are 
on labels at the sides, and at the bot­
tom, is “Jamaica” in colour, outlined 
in colourless, on horizontally lined la­
bel.

Although the designs of all three 
denominations, are in good appearance 
that of the Id. seems much better 
balanced than the lid - and 9d. on 
which the side ornamentation crowds 
in on the central medallion. The co­
lour too, of the Id., a rich carmine, 
brings out the details of the design 
to better advantage than the sombre 
brown and violet of the lid . and 9d. 
The brown used for the lid . approach­
es that of the Id. of the Turks and 
Caicos Islands, Postage and Revenue 
series of 1928, rather than the ches- 
nut brown of the lid . Cayman Islands, 
1921.

All three values were line engrav­
ed and recess printed by Messrs. 
Thomas De La Rue & Co., Ltd., Lon­
don, on multiple Crown and script CA 
watermarked paper, comb perforated 
14, in sheets of 120, divided into panes 
of 60 each (6 x 10), with a narrow 
margin between the panes (for the 
l jd . and 9d.) There is no marginal 
line, inscription, or plate number, but 
“ T ” mai’ks appear in all four margins 
(for aid in perforating); in the upper 
margin between the 3rd. and 4th. 
stamps, of each pane, and above the 
narrow gutter, separating the panes; 
in corresponding positions in the

lower magazine; and in the side mar­
gins between the 5th., and 6th. hori­
zontal rows.

The Id. however, has the appearance 
of being printed from a plate of j240 
subjects; i. e. four panes of 60 each, 
and dispatched in sheets of 120, 2 
panes of 60. “ T ” marks are in the 
right, left and lower margins of the 
lower half sheet of the Id. which 
I have seen, but absent from the up­
per margin, over the 3rd. and 4th. 
stamps of each pane, although it is 
in the usual position above the nar­
row gutter. Since such large quanti­
ties of the Id. stamp are required, as 
compared with the 1 -̂d. and 9d., con­
siderable saving would be effected 
in having it printed from a 240 sub­
ject plate rather than from one of 120.

Along the lower edge of the sheet 
of the Id. there is a band of engine 
turning, much the same as found on 
some sheets (not properly trimmed) 
of the Turks and Caicos Islands, Post­
age and Revenue series of 192S.

1929. King George V., (Cayman Islands 
design).

Line engraved and recess printed by 
Messrs. Thos. De La Rue & Co., Ltd., 
London.

Watermarked multiple Crown and 
script CA.

Perforated comb 14.
Id. carmine, March 15, 1929.
lid . brown, January 18, 1929.
9d. dull violet, March 5, 1929.



F O R  R U N -B C W N  P E O P L E .
What it did for the Editor of the 1AMAICA PHILATELIST.

j“ It, figuratively, picked me up from lying flat on my back, and. 
literally, set me on my feet in two weeks. It really saved me 
from a complete collapse. Ido most heartily recommend it to 
my brother business-men and stamp-collectors and other suf­
ferers from overwork. Astley Clerk'’

D on ’t forget ftinkeacl’s  Tee C ream s, tiiey are ICT

Giving Best Values to the Public.

Almost till kinds of merchandise can be procured from 
The T R IM  ID S  S T O R E ,  and the

Prices are advantageous to the Shopping
Public.

WILL YOU NOT JOIN THE GROWING RANKS OF THE WISE AND SHOP THERE?

THE TIMES DEPT. STORE -  8-12 King St., Kingston1

P r i c e  5 / "  P e r  B o t t l e

. I). K I N K K A D
K ington, P.O-

This rise is due to the definite policy of
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Our “ Alligator”

By  A s t l e y  C l e r k .

If you will look at any of the Anns 
Stamp-issues of Jamaica, which you 
may have in your collection, showing 
her Crest, you will see an animal 
looking like a lizard. To commence 
with, you must not imagine that it 
is anything as small as it appears on 
the stamps, for there it belies its 
size. That animal is what we in Ja­
maica have lxad handed down to us 
as, and still continue to call, an 
“ Alligator.”

Looking at the animal, it of an en­
quiring mind, as every true Philatelist 
should be, you will ask, “what is an 
Alligator?”

According to my dictionary, an alli­
gator is an animal of tlvc crocodile 
group found in America Not very il­
luminating information, is it? "VVell, 
let us turn to crocodile, and see if 
we can get more light on the subject, 
and, there we find that the ialter is a 
genus of large amphibious saurian 
reptiles, including the crocodile of the 
Nile, and also the alligators and gavi- 
als. But, having got so far, you will 
want to know what a gavial is, and 
we find that it is the East Indian 
species of crocodile, with very long, 
slender muzzle.

We have learnt something after all, 
namely, that the Alligator and the 
Crocodile, if not one and the same, 
are akin; also, that the East aud Ibe 

' West Indies clasp hands, not only over 
Columbus’ misleading name-error as 
far as the Islands are concerned, but 
also over the Crocodile's back.

“But, my good man,” somebody 
growls, “you started to tell us about

alligators, why then, this crocodilian 
digression?” Aye, that’s the rub . . 
why?

If you were to ask me for a Ja­
maican definition of the alligator, I 
would have to hand you up a puzzle 
as an answer, viz., that “Alligator” is 
the name by which the crocodile,, 
found only in certain parts of Ja­
maica, and depicted on the Crest 
tile Island, Her Coal of Arms Stamps, 
Her old Mace, and nickel Coinage, etc., 
is erroneously designated, for, you 
must understand, the Alligator, as 
known to Scientists, is not found in 
Jamaica at all, but is a native of our- 
nearby big neighbour America, where 
they confine themselves, with the pro­
verbial one exception, to her tropical 
parts, being found among the Swamps 
and rivers of Mexico, and the United 
States, where they exact a heavy toll 
on men and other animals that venture 
into the waters.

Other species of alligator, are found
chiefly in South America, where they
are called, “Caymans” and “Jacares,”
abounding in the Rivers Amazon and
Orinoco. In Jamaica, however, we
have no alligators proper, despilv %
the name borne by our crocodiles. 
Obviously, then you will want to 
know, how the Jamaica “Alligator” 
got its name, and the story is a study 
in word evolution.

In 1494, Columbus discovered Ja­
maica, but it was not until the early 
units of the lGth Century, that the 
first Spanish Colonists arrived, and 
gradually commenced to knoAv the 
country. When they first saw our
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“Alligators,” so closely resembling In 
appearance, if not in size, the lizards 
which they knew in their Homeland, 
they immediately took them to be a 
Brobdingnagian specie and dubbed the 
gaiut “lagarto” or lizard, in memory 
of its Lilliputian name-sake they had 
left at home. The English came; the 
Spaniards lied, but the "Alligator” and 
its mis-name remained. The English 
soldiery, soon Anglicised the E l 
L a g a r to  of the Spaniards, into “a lag­
arto," as they pointed to the animal 
swimming in the river. This was soon 
followed by the union of the two 
words,, from which later on sprung 
“Alagato” followed by “Alligato,” 
fro m , w;hence the modern misnomer, 
“Alligator” has evolved. Although

The C rocodile or J a m a ic a  “ A llig a to r”
1. Hind feet bordered by a denticulat 

ed fringe.
2. Toes completely webbed.
3. Cranium has two well marked poet 

07’l)ital holes, one on each side.
4. Head narrow and tapering, and 

Twice as long as it is broad, from 
'jaw .to jaw.

5. Teeth, 15 on each side, lower jaw, 
and 19 upper jaw..

6. Fourth and largest tpoth on each 
- side lower-jaw, fit into a notch on

the side of the upper.
7. Eggs, about four inches long, and 

rounded at both ends.
8. Snout— Longer, but not as broad.

Very seldom, does the Jamaican 
“Alligator,” unlike its cousin, the  A lli­
gator, take human life, for, from 
what one reads, the alligator pi-oper, 
is decidedly ferocious and dangerous 
to meet, while the crocodile, at least 
I speak for the Jamaican species, is 
as (luiet and inoffensive as the Arawak 
Indians found by Columbus on our 
shores, which, in itself is proof that 
our Saurian is rightly Crocodile and 
not alligator. There is no evidence, 
Cos,so says, that any species of Alliga­
tor, properly so called, inhabit the 
Antilles, and his opinion is shared by 
Cuvier, Richard Hill, and other well 
known authorities.

It is interesting to note some differ­
ences between the cousins:—

The A llig a to r .
1. Hind legs have no fringe.

2. Toes partially webbed.
3. Same holes, very minute or en­

tirely wanting.
4. Head oblong.

5. At least 19, sometimes 22, on each 
side of the lower jaw.

G. Same received into a hole in the 
side of the lower jaw.

7. Eggs resembling a turkey’s and 
pointed at one end.

8. Snout— Shorter and broader.

wrongly applied, the name “Alligator” 
has come to stay in Jamaica. I doubt 
if it can be ever again be got rid of, 
but I think, it should always be writ­
ten between inversions.

The word plays quite a prominent 
part in our island’s place-names, etc.

In Alligator Pond, now a fishing vil­
lage, it gave a name to a once pros­
perous seaport, and to the west of it a 
river, of the same name, whilst further 
down east, near Long Bay, we meet 
the Alligator Hole River, called after 
the monsters that inhabit its waters. 
Again, on the same coast, there is a
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promontory called tlie Alligator Head.
I have been assured by some of the 
residents of Malvern, our great Health- 
giver to the consumptives of the 
World, that Alligator Pond derives its 
name from the contour of the Don 
Figuerroa mountains running as far 
up as Spur Tree, and with a stretch 
of the imagination, about as much as 
is required to see the belt in Orion, 
you can see our Saurian friend.

Because of its long tapering neck, 
the peasantry call our Avocado Pear, 
a delicious vegetable-fruit, much used 
in its season at our meals the Alligator 
Pear; this latter is more vegetable, 
though never cooked, than fruit, and 
altogether unlike an English or Am ­
erican Pear.

The Cork wood, A nuna P a lu a p r is  of 
the Botanist a tree growing among our 
swamps, bear a beautiful and sweet 
smelling, but obnoxious fruit known 
as the Alligator apple.

Strange to say, and for what reason 
I cannot tell, the “Alligator” confines 
itself to the south side of the island, 
frequenting the rivers and morasses 
from St. Thomas in the East, to W est­
moreland, in the West, from Negril 
to Morant, yet none are seen on the 
north coast. They seldom disturb man, 
however, and in some parts, like Milk 
River for instance, they are looked 
upon as a joke, the residents plunging 
into the river, whilst the “Alligator’ 
looks on.

They bark like a dog under or 
above water, and when floating on a 
stream, look all the world like a log. 
’They love to lie basking in the sun­
light, like their cousins, with jaws 
wide open, a delightful but veritable 
trap for the flies which are attracted 
by the smell coming thence. The 
“Alligators” , (not the flies) excavate

beneath the bank, a dug out or shelf, 
running away from the water, and use 
it as their living place. They dig a  
hole in the sand or mud of the river­
side and lay their eggs there, carefully 
covering them over, and leaving them 
there for the heat of the sun to batch 
them out, the young finding by in­
stinct, their way to the water. On 
one occasion a friend of mine was 
given an “Alligator” egg. He dropped 
it in his pocket, and, after going here 
and there on business, reached home, 
when, on putting his hand in his 
pocket felt something cold wriggling 
in it. On pulling it out, lie found that 
the egg had hatched.

An “Alligator” was sculptured on 
one of the pillars of the new Seville 
Church erected by the first Spanish 
Colonists. At the time of the early 
English occupation, Jamaica was en­
tirely under military Government. 
Spanish Town, Port Royal, Port Hen­
derson, etc., teemed with military and 
naval men. These would all go to the 
Salt Pond district to find sport, and en­
joy shooting, and here they found our 
“ Alligator” at home.

The pleasures of “Alligator” shoot­
ing, were told to their friends abroad, 
hence it is very likely, that when the 
Archbishop of Canterbury was in­
structed by Our first Lord Supreme, 
to design Arms for Jamaica, he should 
have thought of a Reptile about which 
he had heard much. Our Volunteers 
of the Past, and the Present too, have 
worn, and still wear it as a hat-badge. 
During the Great War, 1914-18, the 
seventh Battalion of our B.W .I.R. Con­
tingent was known as the “Alligators.”  
Our Police Force use it as a badge on 
their buttons, hats, and caps and it is  
also engraved on all the nickel coins, 
|d, |d, Id of the island.
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Our King's Recovery.

UG o d s av e our 1Lord  
Supreme’,

Xamayca’s proudest theme, 
God save our Kingj 

His feet have "blessed our 
strand,

His eyes her beauty scanned, 
His heart she doth command, 

God save our King.”

The heart of the whole 
British Empire, Stamp col­
lectors and others, raised a 
Hymn of Thanksgiving to 
the Architect of the Universe 
at the reassuring informa­
tion that was flashed over 
the cables or borne across by 
wireless on the morning of 
the 15th, “His Majesty leaves 
Oraigwell House fully re­
covered.” It was a gift to 
fhe People of our Empire 
worthy of the bonny month 
of May. Jamaica received the 
glad news with peculiar sat­
isfaction, for the King means 

more to her and her People, than he does to any other portion

GEORGE Y., LORD SUPREME OF 
JAMAICA.
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of the Great British Empire beyond the Seas, of which we 
form a small hut historic and proud part. To commence with, 
His Majesty is not only our King but our Lord Supreme, a 
title borne by the Sovereigns of Britain from the days of 
Charles II, who thus honoured his “New Colony,” and blazoned 
the fact on the Public Seal of the Island; a title which our 1 / 
and 10/ Pictorials tell to the World of Stamp users and re­
ceivers; a title, needless to say, of which we are exceedingly 
proud.

Further, when you learn that our Lord Supreme, in his 
midshipmate days, visited our country on no less than three 
occasions, and, after so many years, still remembers His Island 
of Jamaica, and her People, sending us gracious messages now 
and then, you will understand why Jamaica is proud of His 
Majesty’s local title, and claims him as her very, very own. 
Now his wearisome illness is over, the anxiety of his subjects 
is at rest, and lie returned homo on the Uth day of May. The 
prayers of his people of all tongues, creeds and colour, have 
been answered, and, thank God, our King and Lord Supreme 
is still with us, well and happy. Now we leave Min in the 
hand of renewed Health, praying that he will remain there, 
and close this expression of gratification at his recovery in the 
prayer included in the last verse of Our Island Anthem:—

“Bless our beloved King,
Keep him our Island’s King,

From year to year;
Sorrow and joy betide,
Be Thou his friend and guide.
So may he aye abide 

Safe in Thy care.”
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Annual Meeting of the Jamaica Philatelic
Society.

The Ninth Annual General Meeting 
of the Jamaica Philatelic Society was 
held at the St. Luke’s Church Men’s 
Club rooms on Wednesday, 5th June, 
1929. The election of officers and com­
mittee for the new year resulted as 
follows:—

P r e s id e n t:  Mrs. M. B. Spooner.
V ice P re s id e n t: Mr. Astley G. Clerk.
H on. T re a su re r : Mr. A. C. Tomayo.
H on. S e c re ta ry : Mr. G. C. Gunter.

C om m ittee :
Mr. A. W . Perkins, Mr. Chas. B. Scott, 
Mr. E. G. Dunn, Mr. P. J. Fernandez, 

Mr. C. W . Birch.

H on. E x c h a n g e  S u p er in ten d e n t:
Mr. P. J. Fernandez,

P.O. Box 158, Kingston.

TH E NIN TH ANNUAL REPORT AND  
TREASURER’S STATEM ENT  

FOR THE YEAR  ENDED  
13TH APRIL, 1929.

Ladies and Gentlemen:
It is with great pleasure we sub­

mit to you the ninth Annual Report 
of the Jamaica Philatelic Society.

2. The Society continues to grow 
quietly and steadily, and to those who 
are closely identified with its work 
it seems clear that the Philatelic 
public now looks upon the organization- 
as one that is doing its best in the 
interest of Philately.

3. The membership has steadily in­
creased and although the Society’s 
funds have . been liberally spent in 
efforts to specially advance the study 
of Philately, and encourage the collec­
tion of the stamps of Jamaica, it will

be seen that the Finances are in a 
healthy condition.

4. It is distinctly heartening to find 
that Philatelists of Great Britain and 
other places, are recognizing the good 
that this Society is doing for the Hob­
by and are joining its ranks. The 
Committee hopes that this support may 
continue in the years to come.

5. During the year we added 24 new 
members and lost 4, so that the 
year closed with a membership as fol­
low s:—

Members in Jamaica 59
do. do. England 16
do. do. America 8
do. do. other coun­

tries 7
Hon. members in England 5

do. do. America .... 3
do. do. Jamaica .... 2

Total .... 100

Of the above number 23 are Life 
Members as compared with 7 at the 
end of last year, an increase of 16. 
The Committee refers to this increase 
with pleasure and invites all ordinary 
members to consider the advisability 
of becoming Life Members, the fee for 
which was reduced to £1 1 / at our 
last Annual Meeting.

During the year the Society held 
one Annual General Meeting and 
ten regular business meetings. The 
attendances at these meetings were 
fairly good and are summarised as fol­
low s:—

Mrs. Archibald E. Spooner, 
President ................. 7
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Mr. Astley Clerk, Vice Presi­
dent   9

Mr. A. C. Tamayo, Hon. Trea­
surer   5

Mr. G. C. Gunter, Hon. Secre­
tary   10

C om m ittee :
Mr. A. W . Perkins .... 4
Mr. P. J. Fernandez .... 8
Mr. E. C. Henriques .... 1
Mr. C. AV. Bircli .... 6
Mr. Clias. E. Scott .... 2

7. The Finances of the Society are 
satisfactory. The balance in hand at 
the close of the year amounted to 
£52 7/11 as compared with £34 3/11  
last year, an increase of £17 5/2:/.

8. The Exchange Branch has con­
tinued its usefulness under its energet­
ic Superintendent, Mr. Fernandez. 
The value of stamps circulated amount 
ed to £528 8/9, which is an increase 
of £216 18/11 over the figures of last 
year. The value of Packets broken 
up was £173 1 /6 leaving in circulation 
stamps to the value of £355 7 /3 with 
over 32.76 per cent of sales reported 
to the end of January, 1929. The Com­
mittee again records its thanks to 
those members who have been so re­
gular in tlieir support of these Packets, 
and also to Mr. Fernandez for his 
valued work in this connection.

9. Special Packets of members dup­
licates were exchanged between our­
selves and the East African Philatelic 
Societjv The total value of our Packet 
was £70 2/0 and is still in circulation, 
but in January we completed the cir­
cuit of the E. African Packet and re­
mitted net sales amounting to £6 3/6 . 
This opportunity is taken to publicly 
thank our friends for their co-opera­
tion. AVe also once again invite other 
Societies to undertake similar ex­
changes.

10. In our last Annual Report the

issue of new Id and lid  Stamps was 
referred to. These stamps were actual­
ly put into circulation, the l id  on the 
18th January, and the Id on the 15th 
March. An additional stamp, the 
9d., was issued on the 5th March. The 
“Gazette” notices appeared on the 10th 
January, 7th March and 22nd Febru­
ary, 1929.

11. The revision of the Jamaica list 
of Postage Stamps, which was referred 
to in our last Annual Report, was 
received by Messrs. Scott Stamp and 
Coin Co., of New York, with much ap­
preciation, and it is pleasing to note 
that many of the recommendations 
made to the Cataloguers have been act­
ed upon. The Committee records with 
some degree of pride that in recogni­
tion of the excellent woi’k that is being 
done for Philately by the Society, the 
Scott Stamp & Coin Co. has entered 
the Jamaica Philatelic Society for a 
complimentary copy of their yearly 
catalogue and also for their monthly 
journal.

This opportunity is taken to express 
to Mr. H. C. Cooke, President of the 
Philatelist Exchange Club, the So­
ciety’s thanks for the splendid work 
he did as chairman of the Sub-Com­
mittee entrusted with the revision.

12. The outstanding event of the 
year was the issue of the Book “Ja­
maica, its Postal History, Postage 
Stamps and Postmarks”. The Com­
mittee of Specialists who are respons­
ible for compiling this book deserve 
the greatest praise, and the opportun­
ity is taken to congratulate them on 
the result of their labours, and also to 
thank them for the time they so un­
selfishly devoted to the work.

The Committee reports with much 
pride that the Society now has in its 
possession a handsome Silver Medal 
which was awarded to this work at the
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London Stamp Exhibition in Novenu 
bev, 1928. The Book will be entered 
at future important Exhibitions and 
the Committee feels confident that its 
excellence will be further rewarded. 
A special copy of the book was pre­
pared for presentation to His Majesty 
the King, but on account of His 
Majesty’s serious illness, which the 
Committee, in common with the King’s 
devoted subjects all over the world 
deeply deplores, the presentation has 
been delayed.

13. During the year the Society pre­
sented Medals for Competition at the 
International Philatelic Exhibition, at 
Durban, and the Australian Exhibition, 
at Melbourne. The trophies were won 
by Mr. W . L. Ashmead of Cape Town, 
and Mr. F. C. Krichauff of Melbourne, 
for the best exhibits of the issues of 
Jamaica. The Committee heartily con­
gratulates these gentlemen.

14. In connection with the Com- 
mitee’s Offer of a prize for the best 
paper on the “Coloured papers as used 
in the manufacture of Jamaican 
Stamps,” only one paper was submit­
ted. In view of the Judge’s report the 
prize of £2 2 /0 was not awarded, but 
in order to shew the Committee’s ap­
preciation a special prize was awarded 
to the writer, Mr. E. F. Payne, of 
Cheshire, England.

15. Following the usual yearly cus­
tom, the Committee presented copies 
of the Jamaica Post Office Guide for 
1929 to all members residing abroad. 
Appreciative letters of thanks have 
been received, which leads the Com­
mittee to believe that a continuance 
of the custom is desirable.

16. During the year the Committee

was appealed to for help in connectiou 
with the recovery of a parcel of stamps 
that had been sent by a collector in 
Malta to a collector in Jamaica, since 
1916 and had not been accounted for. 
Although neither party was a member 
of the Society, the Committee endeav­
oured to adjust the matter, and after 
considerable correspondence between 
the Society and the parties concerned, 
it is gratifying to state that a satis­
factory settlement was effected. The 
Committee offers its services in con­
nection with‘‘ such matters to any col­
lector or dealer who may be similarly 
placed in future.

17. The Committee desires to thank 
those Societies, Editors of Philatelic 
Magazines, and Publishers, who so re­
gularly send us their publications and 
for their kind references to the Society, 
Special thanks are also due to the St. 
Luke’s Men’s Club for the continued 
use of their rooms, and Messrs. C. TV. 
Collett and L C. C. Nicholson, who 
kindly represented the Society at the 
London Philatelic Congress; to Mr. 
Astley Clerk for his readiness in pre­
paring papers for our meetings and for 
his services as Editor of the “Ja­
maica Philatelist” ; to Mr. P. J. Fer­
nandez for his services to the Ex­
change Branch, and to the Secretary 
and Treasurer for their continued in­
terest in the Society’s welfare. The 
constant and untiring attention to the 
work entrusted to these officers has 
resulted in the Society’s present ex­
cellent standing.

M il d r e d  E. S p o o n e r , 

P resid en t.
G. C. G u n t e r ,

H on. Secre tary .
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ANNUAL CASH STATEMENT JAMAICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 
FOR YEAR 1928— 1929.

£ s. d. "£ s. d.
1928. 1929.
April 1—Cash in hand 5 I l l March 31—Miscellaneous 9 14 Si

Balance in Bank Stationery 1 14 5
C: 33 17 2 New Issue Service 25 2 9

1929. Annual Dinner .... 8 9 11
March 31—Miscellaneous 1 6 Philatelic M a g a-

Subscriptions 8 4 G zine 10 14 4
Entrance Fees 1 7 G Postage 3 8 4
Packet Earnings .. 12 4 7 Handbook 7 2 8
New Issue Service 29 1 10 Balance in Bank ... 30 4 2
Sale of Handbook 9 19 11 Balance in Bank
Life Members 11 11 0 L. M. a/c 22 1 0
Philatelic M a g a- Cash in hand 1 111

zinc 11 19 G

£118 13 51 £118 13 51

Audited and found correct. 
(Sgd.) C. W. BIRCH, 
(Sgd.) CHAS. E. SCOTT, Auditors.

(Sgd.) A. C. TAMAYO,
Hon. Treasurer.
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List of Members.
Na m e .

Aria, Hon. Goncrnl 
Enrique

Armstrong, Rev. G. 
T.

Baker, Mrs. J. II. .. 
Bartlett, ltev. S. 

II.

Benson, J.

Blckncll, Mrs. L. 
B.

Birch, Chns. W. .... 

Bland, Escott C. ...

Brlckor, I. C...........
Clark, D. S. M........

Clarke, Eric

Clossey, F. J...........

Chambers, C. E. It.

Condell, E. E...........

Corbett, St. A..........

Davis, Mrs. M. E.

DcMercado, II..........

Dovaux, J. L ..........

DufTus, W. A..........

Dunn, E. G. 
Edwards, F. C. 

Mnrno

Edmonds, F. S. ....

A ddress.

Consul for Guate­
mala, Kingston.

The Rectory, Pen- 
rilh ltd., Cross 
Rds.

Mo rant Bay.

r .  O. Box GO, Lan­
caster, Ohio, U.S.A.

c /o  Walls, Iladdon, 
Cambridge ltd., St. 
Albans, Hertford­
shire, England.

Itoscbnnk, Retire- 
ment Crescent, 
Cross Itoads.

.Ta. Govt. Hallway, 
Kingston.

Albinia, Mansfield Rd. 
Pnrkstone, Dorset, 
England.

Elora, Ont. Canada.
Bank of Nova Scotia, 

St. Ann’s Bay.
c/o  Robertson Stott 

& Co. Ltd., K ing­
ston.

P. O. Box 158. 
Kingston.

c /o  C. B. Fa coy, 
Kingston.

Bank of Nova Scotia, 
Kingston.

United Fruit Co., 
Kingston.

Calabar College,
Kingston.
90 Hanover St., 

Kingston.
Resident Magistrate. 

Brown’s Town.
Court’s Office, Port 

Antonio.
Nathan & Co., Ltd.

c/o  Imperial Court, 
London, S.E., 11.

Asgard, Half-way 
Tree.

N am e .
Ethcrliigtqn, Mrs. 

Violet E.

Fernandez, F. J.....

Flnzl, John M........
Fletcher, K. II........

Fraser, Miss J. Inn 
Gnu illicit, Mrs. G. 

A.
Gauntlctt, II. G......

Cowdoy, Mrs. C. C.

Gobault, Geo. A ......

Harris, H. N...........

Ilattcn, Cnpt. J. C.

Henriqurs, E. C ...

Heron, Miss E. E. ..

Hudson, Miss Gwen

Johnson, Dr. L. E. 
Joslcn, Mrs. A. F. 
Landalc, Mrs. E. 

E.

Lovy, Mnyer

Livingston, M i s s  
Natalie

4
Lorenz, Chns.

McCormack, R. C. 
Melliado, Vernon K.

Miller, Michael

Obcrlncmler, Gus­
tav

A ddress.

United Fruit Co.,
Port Antonio.

P. 0. Box 158, 
Kingston.

Montego Bay.
Postmaster for Ja­

maica, Kingston.
Montego Bay.

Port Antonio.
Resident Magistrate, 

Mo rant Bay.
c /o  Mr. Martin 

Burns, Rawley, 
Mass. U.S.A.

17B Victoria Avc., 
Kingston, Ja.

Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, Duncnn, 
B.C., Canada.

10 Duke St., K ing­
ston.

N. C. Ilcnriqucs, Ltd. 
Kingston.

Spitsbergen, Wahler- 
ston.

New Hope, Little 
London.

May Pen.
Annotlo Bay.

Pleasant 11111, St. 
Peter’s.

G8 Orange St., K ing­
ston.

20 South Camp Road, 
Kingston.

1020 Putnam Avc., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Salt River.
Green Pond Farm, 

Bethlehem Pen, 
U.S.A.

S00 Equitable Build­
ing, Baltimore, Md., 
U.S.A.

Berkshire Knitting 
Mills, Reading, 
Pen., U.S.A.
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LIST OF MEMBERS— ( C o n tin u ed ).

Name.N a m e .
Ogllvle, Lieut. Col. 

Pearce, Trevor D. 

Pearson, G.

Perkins, A. W........

Perkins, P.

Pratt, C. W.

Richards, Tlios. G.
x

Ralston, S. Jar......

Ross, Mrs. F. M. .. 

Salmon, Miss Lisa

A d dress.
Resident Magistrate, 

Montego Ray.
Barclays bank, Sav- 

la-Mar,
Sydenham Villa, 

Lon^sdale Road,
. South-eiul-on-Sea, 

England.
Govt. Audit Oflice, 

Kingston, Ja.
Rille Record & Pay 

Office, Winchester, 
England.

ISO Balmoral Road, 
Gillingham, Kent, 
England.

Cold Norton, near 
Chelmsford, Essex, 
England.

Tara run Road, Levin, 
N. Z.

c/o Public Works 
Dept., Frankfield.

Lamington, Collins 
Green, Cross Rds.

Sayers, William

Scott, Chas. 35........
Sheldrake, A. C. ....

Simpson, Dr. Wm.

Sind cr, Miss P. 
Yorke

Smith, J. G.

Tamayo, A. C.........

Whiting, W. Y. ....

Wood, V. Stnar ....

Wright, Incut. Col. 
F. 15. It.N.............

LIFE MEMBERS.

Bra Mi, Richard

Cargill, J. II...........
Clark, Dr. Hubert
l ,Lyman

Clerk, Astloy G......
Collett, G. W.

Collins, Lieut. T. F. 
J.

Ernandcz, L. C.......
Finzi, Eugene

Gunter, G. C.

Hall, C. Lyon

Jensen, Mrs. C. A. ..

Lewis, Mrs. A. M.

Murray, Mrs. Alex. 
Nicholson, I,. C. 0.

Bel Retiro, Collins 
Green, Cross Rds.

Kingston.

Cambridge, Mass., 
U.S.A.

Kingston.
.81 Tcrmyn St., Lon­

don, S.W. 1, Eng.i j
Non,sear. Egypt.
Spanish Town.
Rekadoin, IXalf-way 

Tree.
.la. Govt. Railway, 

Kingston.
S*,•»ring Garden, Buffi 

Bay.
52 ’Brentford Road, 

Kingston.
Brumalia, Mandc- 

ville.
Costa Rica.
20 South Grove, 

Pcckliam, London. 
S.E. 15, England.

Palmer, Merryn G. 
(F.R.G.S.)

Scudamore, C. G. ..

Spooner, Mrs. M. E. 
Stewart, C. A. F. ..

Taylor, Cajit. A. L.

Thomson, Lieut. S. 
Aloxr., R.N..........

Trivett, L. 0 ..........

Whiteley, Leonard 

■Woodward, If........

A d d ress.
Water Office, P.W.D., 

Hong Kong.
Nathan & Co., Ltd.
12 Collingwood Ave., 

Muswell Hill, Lon­
don N., England.

The Ivies, 0 Adelaide 
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Hants, England.

c/o Yorke Slader, 
Esq., Mandcvillc.

P.O. Box 15S, King­
ston.

J. Wray <& Nephew, 
Kingston.

Barclays Bank (Dora. 
Col. Overseas), 
Kings! on.

55 Warrington Cres­
cent, Ma i da Vale, 
London W. !). Eng­
land.

Bermuda.

The Spinnory, Ad­
dington, Surrey, 
Eng.

United Fruit Coy., 
Montego Bay. 

Constant Spring. 
Woodlield, Walker’s . 

Wood.
c/o Lloyd’s Bank,

Cox & Kings 
Branch, (i Pall Mall, 
London, S. W.

8 Grimstone Gardens, 
-/--Folkestone, Kent, 

England.
Grafton House,

Lough boro Road, 
West Bridgford, 
Notts, England.

Passley Gardens,
Tort Antonio.

Chnpaqua, New. York, 
U.S.A.
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Name.
Cooke, Mrs. F. E. ..

doSouza, Claude .... 
Edwards, W. liuck- 

land

Egly, Eugene 

Iluber, Harry E. ,.

HONORARY

A ddress.
G Repon Road, Cross 

Roads.
Kingston.

1 Vanbrugh Park 
Road, Blackheath, 
London S. E., 3.

20 Arncliffc Road, 
West Park, Leeds.

0913 Rippcy Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 
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MEMBERS.

Name.
Klein, Eugene 

Melville, Fred J......

Morton, Rev. C. S. 

Phillips, Clias. J. 

Taylor, Dr. Stanley

A ddress.
200 South, 13th St., 

Phila., U.S.A.
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Brixton, London,
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34 Gloucester Street, 
London, S.W.

10 West, SOth Street, 
New York, U.S.A.

c/o Westminister 
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Steinmetz Collection at Auction.
British Colonies and Foreign Countries

A wonderful collection consisting of rarities 
of all countries, many on original covers, to 
be sold during the auction season of 1929 and 
1930.

Catalog ivill be sent free to those interested.

EUGENE KLEIN
200 South 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A. 

Cable Address : KLEINSTAMP.

" Y o u  can examine your Stamps at night with greater comfort and 
delight if  you but use a “ P E T T E R -L I G H T ” !

G K A C E ,  K E N N E D Y  &  C O . ,  L X  D .  
S O K E  A G E N T S  F O R  J A M A I C A .
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j JAMAICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. !
APPLICATION FORM.

“V* i i m i i i n i i i i i i m m i i i i i i i m i i m m i i i i i i i i m

IIKMilT I S
TO BE DERIVED BY 

JOINING THE

To the Secretary,

Jamaica Philatelic Society.
KINGSTON P.0.

Dear Sir,

1. — The Monthly Exchange 
Packets, to which each Mem­
ber is expected to contribute 
Sheets.

2. — The Monthly Meetings, 
to which all Members are wel­
comed.

3. — The Monthly Meeting 
Exhibitions. Open to Members 
only.

4. — The J. P. S. Library. 
Free. For Members only.

5. — The broadening of your 
Philatelic knowledge.

(a )  — Companionship with 
keen philatelists.

(b ) — The “Papers”  read at 
our Monthly Meetings.

(c )  — The circulation of 
“The Jamaica Philatelist.”

(d ) — The circulation in the 
Exchange Packet of an Eng­
lish Stamp Journal.

Etc., Etc.

I hereby apply to be admitted to 
Membership in the Jamaica Philatelic 
Society, and agree, if elected to be 
bound by all the Rules and Regulations 
now existing, or as the same may be 
modified or added to from time to 
time.

I enclose the sum of ........  shillings,
to pay Entrance Fee of Two Shillings,
and ........................................  being balance
of One Year’s Subscription to the So- 
ciety to April 13th, 1 9 2 ........

(Signed)* ............................................................
Full Address ...................................................

Entrance Fee, 2/-. 
Annual Subscription, 37- 

Life Member’s Fee, £1 1/0 .
{P a y a b le  in  a d v a n c e ).

Date ...................
Proposed by .

S e c re ta ry 's  A d d ress

MR. G. C. GUNTER, 
Jamaica Government Railway, 

KINGSTON, P.O.

Seconded by ..............................................................
* If  the Applicant is a Junior the application 

must be signed on his or her behalf by the 

Parent or Guardian.
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WEST INDIAN STAMPS WANTED.
Apart from fine specialised collections and rarities of a ll  countries, of 

which we are ready buyers at highest cash prices, we shall wel­
come offers of the more ordinary West Indian stamps, both old and 
modern issues, of which we need large stock for our) general busi­
ness.

All but the very commonest of the current issues are wanted, used, in 
quantity.

Please send single samples of each kind offered, stating price per 10 
or 100 and quantity available.

GIBBONS’ STAMP MONTHLY.
The fact that this magazine is read by 8,500 subscribers is proof that 

it is something out of the ordinary. Helpful, interesting, illus­
trated, each number has something in it to attract every collector, 
d.v. a  y e a r  post-free.

GENERAL SERVICE.
Please write for our big 104-page illustrated lists, which give full de­

tails of our albums, accessories, literature, and packets and sets 
of stamps. They are FREE.

Stamps of any country or issue gladly sent on approval. Fine i^tock 
of; West Indies, etc., etc. [Monthly sendings of new issues on ap­
proval. , Please write us.

JAMAICA HANDBOOK.
No philatelic handbook published by us has attracted such favourable 

notice as J a m a ic a , I t s  P o sta l H isto ry , P o sta g e  S ta m p s a n d  P o st­
m a rk s . The latest word on everything that interests Jamaican 
philatelists.
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Cloth bound, 11s. 3d. p o st f r e e ;  L ib ra ry  b ind in g 16s. 3d. p o st free .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S  L T D . ,
DEPT. 70, 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2.
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Printed by The Gleaner Co., Ltd., 148, 150 & 152 Harbour St.. Kind stow t»


