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Editorial Peris

1940. During May, 6th-11th to be
exact, the hundredth anniversary of
the birth of the postage stamp, the
1d. Black of Great Britain, will be
celebrated at London by the Stamp
Centenary Exhibition, promoted by
the Royal Philatelic Society. It will
have the gracious and distinguished
Patronage of His Majesty, the King,
and the Postmaster General of Great
Britain threatens on his own, fo in-
flict us with four commemorative
stamps to commemorate the event of
the anniversary. We write “on his
own” for the reason that we have
not read nor heard of any faction.
or factor which in any sense con-
nects the effort of the Royal Phil-
atelic Society with that of the Post-
master General, and we have no
reason to think that any exists. We
do know that there is controversy in
England on the subject of the com-
memoratives, we have not read .of
any in regard to the ZExhibition.
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons have open-

ed the pages of their journal to cor-
respondence on the subject, and
while we have no sort of liking for
special commemorative issues, we are
amazed at some of the reasons
against, advanced by some of the
correspondents. In general they
seem almost rabid; one in par-
ticular declaims in emphatic lan-
guage, that the postage stamp should
be nothing more than an adhesive
label, designed to show thereon only
the sum paid or payable for postage;
figures presumably. If postage
stamps were confined or limited
strictly to that purely utilitarian de-
sign, where would be the incentive
to continue stamp collecting? It is
very certain that siripped of its phil-
atelic lure ’stamp collecting of ne-
cessity would rapidly decline, the
financial inferest would wane, and
the world of present day collectors
would lose one of, if not the most,
attractive form of mental relaxa-
tion. On another page we have
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fried to give the Exhibition, the local
publicity we can, and incorporated
an appeal o our readers for its sup-
port, which we hope will receive
ready and liberal response.

British Sfamps. One of the rea-
sons advanced in England; with
which wholly we are in agreement;
against a special commemorative is-
sue in 1940, is the adverse effect
those stamps necessarily would have
to advertise British Industry, and in
support of the opinion, reference is
made to the current stamps. Did
we have any work of that kind to
be done, never would it be entrusted
to the perpetrators of those things.
We know that excellent work can
be done there, and where to get it
done.

“What is a postage stamp?” is the
title to a contribuled article ap-
pearing elsewhere in this edition.
We understand that controversy
wages in England, born of the fact
that a dealer published a price list

of {ype set, or type cut impressions, .

applied by hand, to designate the
postage chargeable, which he des-
cribed as “Handstruck Postage
Stamps”. To us the controversy ap-
pears to be academic, rather than
useful. Consideration of the respec-
tive meanings of the governing
words “Postage” and “Stamp”, will
we think, disclose that the first means
the sum of money payable to en-
sure conveyance of an article through
the post. The second has wide and
several meanings, governed by the
context in which it is used, but for the
present purpose must mean 'an im-
pression that denotes the postage.
Whether that stamp, ie. impression
of some kind printed, impressed in-
{0 the paper, applied by an instru-
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ment of the hand, a machine, a la-
bel to be attached or affixed; techni-
cally whatever or whichever the
form that is used, it is a postage
stamp. For that reason we believe
the dealer had the right to use the
term he did, the term does not de-
ceive, it 1s precisely descriptive of
what the dealer offers for sale, the
kind of postage stamp is stated, but
he elected to ignore the current trend
of the meaning of the language he
used. We believe it is a generally
accepted axiom, even in legal cir-
cles, that when there is lack of pre-
cise definition, two terms in much
the same words, which may mean
either of two things, custom is used
to govern the interpretation, and
there is little probability that suc-
cessfully he can controvert the claim,
that for many years past and pre-
sent, the custom has been and is, to
confine use of the term “Postage
Stamp” {o the adhesive label issued
by the Post Office, even though it
may be argued correctly that for pur-
pose of postage, the Post Office does
not confine itself {o use of that label
only, the machine impressed “Paid™
as well as a similar hand impressed
stamp, are both in use, and in addi-
tion there is the still more modern
meter frank permitted by the postal
authorities. Despite those conditions
which challenge the claim of the ad-
hesive label, to be the exclusive
meaning of the term; to the trade
and most individuals, ‘Postage
Stamp’” means the adhesive Ilabel
and nothing else, unless the term be
descriptively qualified to indicate
that something else is meant, just as
the dealer did, when he titled his
price list “Handsftruck Postage
Stamps”.

t

The “Propaganda Forgeries” is the -
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title to a most interesting little book-
let, published by David Field, Ltd., 7
Vigo St., London, at the modest price
of 1/-, which describes certain Aus-
trian, Bavarian and German postage
stamps, counterfeited it is said by or-
der of the British Government during
the War 1914-18, and used for the
purpose of disseminating in enemy
territory, propaganda introduced
there in bulk. In other words the
postal services of the enemy, were
used to spread propaganda against
itself. The booklet tells the story in
a very interesting manner.

Bond Sireet Auctions: We ack-
nowledge with thanks and apprecia-
tion, a brochure issued by Mr. H. R.
Harmer, entiled “Resumé for the
season 1937-38". A very attractive
frontispiece is the first item of in-
terest, it displays fourteen rare pieces
in colour, which had been disposed
of with the prices realised, from
£44 0 Oto £1,350 0 0. A pho-
tograph of the auction room with the
auctioneer at the microphone, tells
of the sale of the unique Baron de
Worms collection of Ceylon, which
was broadcast, the first time that such
an event was so {reated. ' Several
pages in informative matter follow,
succeeded with illustrated, descrip-
tive lists of sundry items that were
sold, and the prices realised. The
lesson one learns appears to be, that
rare items are sound investments, for
instance French China SG Al78 cat-
alogued £38 0 0, sold for £31 0 0;
Gibraltar 35 cat in 1938 for £100 00
sold for £90 0 0; the 1939 list lifts
the price to £110.

Souvenir Club comprises members
interested in miniature sheets and
souvenir issues generally. It is young
and seems to have a roll of about
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500, the majority in the TUnited
States where it has its home. “Chacun
a son gout”.

The Roth Collection was sold by
Mr. Eugene Klein at auction at Phila-
delphia on 20th and 21st February,
1939. The sale apparently was
important enough to induce some
dealers from England to attend, and
agents representing famous stamp
collectors, President Roosevelt, King
Carol of Roumania, King George Es-
tate, Mr. Harold L. TIeckes, United
States Secretary of the Interior, were
known to be present. The collec-
tion was known to be rich in modern
rarities, in the finest possible condi-
tion, double and inverted varieties of
overprint, imperforate and part per-
forate varieties, rare airmail items
and treasures of that kind. On an-
other page we have given a resumen
of the prices realised for some of the
Jamaican items, and while some of
those and yet others went for much
under catalogue prices, the sum real-
ised in total was rather more than
half catalogue, from which it will
be clear that a goodly proportion
realised rather beiter than that pro-
portion, some of which are neither
listed nor priced in the catalogues.
For instance Gibbons does notlist the
imperforate variety of their No. 185
Newfoundland, but it exists and a
block of four sold for $52.00, Scott
lists the item unpriced as their No.
146a. Gibbons No. 145a listed for
£50 0 0, Scott’s No. 128a $250.00, sold
for $250.00. Gibbons 95b unpriced,
Scott’s 87c priced - $50.00 per pair,
was sold two pairs in block of 6 for
$300.00, six times the normal cata-
logued value, but of course it must
be remembered that rarities in large
pieces, are additionally rare, just as
a block of four of some obsolete and
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not common stamp, is worth rather
more than 4 single specimens would
be.

Cigarette Cards. We do not know
that they have yet reached Jamaica,
but smokers of “Ardath” cigarettes,
whether they be stamp collectors or
not, will have their interest in stamps
stimulated or aroused by the cards
now being packed in each carton of
10. The manufacturers in collabor-
ation with Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,,
have produced a series of 50 cards,
which illustrate in colour “Stamps
rare and interesting”. We have not
seen any, but from what we have
read, the illustrations are very at-
tractive, natural and of strong ap-
peal., On the back of each card is
a brief description, with reasons why
the stamp or stamps were selected
for the purpose. We think the idea
excellent, it should be really good
propaganda, and prove very useful
to attract many to the existing num-
ber of collectors.

The Royal visit to Canada. Read-
ers will have closely followed the
incidents of that historic event, and
most will have seen the three very
effective stamps specially issued in
commemoration, but probably few
‘will have read of an informal and in-
teresting presentation to His Majesty.
After the Parliamentary dinner at
the Chateau Laurier, Ottawa, the
‘Postmaster General, Mr. Norman
McLarty, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, presented to the King, a spe-
cially and magnificently bound wvol-
-ume, containing 300 post Confedera-
-tion Canadian stamps, i.e., the period
- covered by Gibbons from their No.
45 to date. His Majesty was gra-
-ciously pleased to accept, and ex-
pressing His thanks, referred to the
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famous collection formed by His Il-
lustrious Father, King George V, and
stated His intention to carry it on.
A silver salver, engraved with the
Arms of Canada and the designs of
the commemorative stamps, was pre-
sented to Her Majesty, the Queen,
with two smaller ones, each with a
book of stamps, one each for the
Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret
Rose.

Used blocks of 4.
There are not many members of

this Society that collect only used
blocks of 4 of Jamaica, but in Dr.

‘Hubert Lyman Clark, of Cambridge,

Mass.,, U.S.A. we have a member
who has shown his preference for
this form of collecting, and as a re-
sult possesses a collection of used
blocks of Jamaican Stamps in su-
perb condition. His collection is com-
piete except for a block of 4 each
of the 2d rose of 1883, and 2/- of
1897. Dr, Clarke has asked us to say
that as he is very anxious to get
these blocks to complete his Jamai-

-cans, price and condition are of sec-

ondary consideration. Any fellow-
member, or reader, knowing of the
existence of either of these blocks
is asked to write to Dr. Clarke who
will be very grateful for any assist-
ance that may be given him in his
effort to secure these two items.

As we are seen abroad. An es-
teemed correspondent in England
writes us as follows about the work
we are doing for philately.

“Your work is appreciated by the
Press as you will see by the enclosed
cutting taken from “The Stamp Col-
lectors Fortnightly” -of 5th Novem-
ber, 1938, which is really a review
on the latest writings of Mr. L. C.
C. Nicholson, F.RPSIL. entitled
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“Jamaica. Temporary Rubber Date
Stamps 1881-1938”7, issued at 1/6d
by Frank Godden, Ltd., 110-111
Strand, London, W.C.2., a copy of
which every collector of Jamaican
stamps should own.

“‘Some couniries and colonies
seem to get all the literary attention
of the philatelic scribes and others
_get none. What, you may ask, has Ja-
maica done to get so much written
about her stamps, not only in arti-
cles in the periodical press but in
separate form? What too is there
about Jamaican philately that makes
its devotees so tremendously enthus-
jastic. No British Colony has a more
lively philatelic society, and what is
more none has a more zealous band
of enthusiasts in London. One of
the latter who absorbs everything
Jemaican, and who imparts his
philatelic knowledge of the colony
is Mr. L. C. C. Nicholson, whose
latest brochure is now under no-
tice, Although not terra incognita
it is new ground that the author has
covered in a very comprehensive way
that will be much appreciated by all
who study their Jamaicans.

Jamaica in England. We observe

T

that many Philatelic Societies in
England during the past Season have
featured Jamaica in their respective
programmes. The services of Mr. L.
C. C. Nicholson, F.R.P.S.L.. the emin-
ent Jamaican Specialist, were in
great demand and we read that he
gave displays of his collection of
Jamaican stamps, pre-stamp covers,
and Postmarks, at the following So-
cieties, Croydon, Reigate, Southend,
Leicester, Leeds, Gerrands Leyton-
stone, Oxford, Duwich, Raynes Park,
and Southgate An excellent record
and one we wish could be followed
by some of our members in Jamaica.

Mr. Nicholson not only displays his
stamps, but is always on the look out
to protect Jamaica Philately. Recent-
lv when one of the spurious Jamai-
can Jubilee booklets was advertised
to be sold at Auction, he insisted that
the Auctioneer should investigate the
origin of the booklet and withdraw it
from the sale. Such action is ap-
preciated and we feel that in Mr.
Nicholson the Jamaica Philatelic So-
ciety, as well as all who are collectors
of Jamaican stamps, can rely on a
man who will spare no effort to
keep Jamaica Philately clean.
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Jamaicana

Our new series. The event of lo-
cal philatelic importance during the
year, was issued in new designs of a
complete series in the usual denom-
inations. We refrain from com-
ment here, as the subject is fully
covered in two special articles,
which appear elsewhere in this edi-
tion. We contént ourselves in these
notes, with comment on comment
which has appeared in other journals
of earlier publication than this.
“Stamp Collecting” of 24th Decem-
ber, 1938, gives the series, or rather
the Island, a very flattering write-
up. 'The subjects of the designs are
used ‘for informative purposes, and
we do wish the writer had erred on
the side of comservatism. Jamaica
is blessed with many natural attrac-
tions, and should not be hurt as she
really is by exaggeration, something
which pre-ordains disappointment.
It is necessary to correct some of
the statements made in the article.
The 23d. does mot show any part of
Castleton Gardens, it portrays the
mountain scenery in which the Gar-
dens are set; the house and promin-
ent area seen is known as Brandon
Hill. The 3d.: the centre of the
Banana Trade is mot at Port An-
tonio; it was up to about twenty
years ago, but is now Iocated at
Kingston. The 6d.: “Priestman’s
River” is mot “94 miles from Port
Morant in the Parish of Portland.”
Port Morant is in the Parish of St.
Thomas; Priestman’s River is about
13 miles from Port Antonio in the
Parish of Portland, The 9d.: King-
ston does not possess “miles of docks
and warehouses,” its harbour is not
“one of the most important in the
world,” the harbour is one of the
best in the world; of extensive area,
it is large enough to provide anchor-
age for the largest fleet that can be
assembled, and its safety is ensured
by the fact that it is landlocked by
the Palisadoes, all but a compara-
tively narrow channel which must
be used to enter; it has been rated,

by presumably, competent author-
ity, as “one of the seven best in the
world.” 'The 2/-: the people of La-
covia will be pleased to learn that
they and their little v1llage com-
prise a “rising township.” To us in
Jamaica, Lacovia is noted for but
one item, small and insignificant but
delectable, production of the Cashew
nut. The “Evening Herald” of Dub-
lin appears to be hopelessly con-
fused, in its effort to give informa-
tion, and in the instance of the 1/~
stamp we cannot blame the writer
for all his mis-statements; he tells
us that the stamp “shows sugar caneé
being cut (which it does not) and
loaded into (should be ‘onto’) a
bullock cart” (which it is not); we
readily admit that the animals shown
may be taken for almost any kind
of draught animals except elephants,
but just what does the writer mean
by his statement, that “it is interest-

‘ing to note the simpler designs of

to~day as compared with those of
1932”;, with reference to those of
the 2d., 23d., 6d,, 5/-, and 10/- (we
would have thought that infroduc-
tion of His Majesty’s Head tended
to complicate them) “which include
a picture of cocoa palms at Colum-
bus Cove, Plantain Garden River,
St. Thomas, and Priestman’s River,
Portland.” We wonder, did he see
the stamps, or only heard about
them before writing? A fertile
imagination appears to have been
at work.

En retrospecte of some  of the
superceded stamps, causes cons1der—
ation of the:

Georgian 3d., 1927, from which a
very wide range of shades is or was
collectible, as well as varieties of
texture of the vpaper, from thin,
translucent, to thick.

Georgian 1d., 1929, made its ap-
pearance during the year, still in .
Die 2 but from mnew plates, viz,
3A and 3B, in sheets of 120 set ar-
ranged in the usual horizontal panes
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of 60 divided by a narrow gutter,
surrounded by white margins, on
the lower of which the plate num-
ber appeared below the fifth stamp
of the last row, 3A on the left pane,
3B on the right.

A recent edition of “Gibbons
Stamp Monthly” deplored the fact
that, philatelic writers in general
appear - to give mpre attention to
cognate matters than to the genesis,
the stamp itself. We entirely agree,
and as this 1d. Georgian quite evi-
dently has a story to tell, we appeal
to all and sundry who may possess
knowledge, or are able to obtain de-
sirable information, to elaborate the
points we have observed and here
record. The Gibbons catalogue
describes the stamp in both Dies 1
and 2, as existing perforated 14.
Possibly it does, but we have not
seen, nor found after search a single
‘copy from Die 2 with that perfora-
ation; if the item does exist, it may
be very rare indeed. Originally is-
sued from Dije 1, it was perforated
14, but later printings from that die
have been observed to be perfor-
ated comb 13% x 14. It possibly is
pertinent just here to observe, that
the stamp was printed and perfor-
ated by Messrs. Thos. De La Rue;
that all Silver Jubilee (1935) and
Corcnation (1937) issues, similarly
prepared by them, were comb per-
forated 133 x 14. The first and
early issues of the Jamaica 1d.
Georgian from Die 2, plate 2, 1932,
were observed to be of that perfor-
ation, but later issues were mod-
ified to 13% x 14, including the last
from plates 3A and 3B. Query:
does any printing from Die 2 exist
perforated 14; how and why was
original perforation twice modified
to 133 x 14 and 133 x 14? . The
paper and gum of the several print-
ings offer points of interest, varying
in texture and from yellow brown
to clear, water white. Have all our
local members, during the ten years
the stamn was available at the Post
Office failed to observe the differ-
ences which have been recorded, as
applicable to the commonest of our
stamps? .

Y

Georgian 1id. and 9d., 1929, like
the 1d. were similarly prepared for
use by Messrs. Thos. De La Rue,
and when originally issued, were
perforated 14 as recorded by Gib-
bops, but later printings were per-
forated 134 x 14. We have not seen
any with the intermediate perfor-
ation of 133 x 14, recorded by us as
existing on the 1d. If it does exist
with that perforation, it may be
rare, as even the 14 perforation is
not common. Both stamps provide
interesting shades of colour.

Pictorial 1/-, 1920, with inverted
frame. “Stamp Collecting” of 14th
January, 1939, in a short article by
DBA, entitled “Twentieth Century
Rarities.” tells some of the story of
this rarity, and adds “a keen local
philatelist proceeded to scour the
island in a motor car in guest of the
other, half sheet which he finally
ran to earth and secured in its en-
tirety.”” We believe that quotation
conveys news of interest to our lo-~
cal fraternity, and again we appeal
for elaboration, as that news does
not fit the faclts as we know them
to be. The information we have is:

(1) The rarity was discovered at
the Post Office at Manchioneal, to
where a half sheet or 30 stamps had
been despatched by the Main Office.

(2) Of that half sheet, a remaind-
er of only 10 stamps was found. We
saw that 10, examined them, talked
with and heard the story of his dis-
covery, personally from the dis-
coverer.

(3) We know of three cancelled
copies, said to have been taken from
Post Office Savings cards originating
at Manchioneal.

(4) A postally used copy, was sub-
mitted by an American correspon-
dent, to us for opinion. We had it
photcgraphed to establish record,
and the postmark is clearly observ-
able as that of the double Ilined
circle, the handstamp used at King-
ston. the lettering confirms that it is.

Reasonable deduction from that
data is, 30 stamps went to Man-
chioneal; the remainder of the sheet,
viz., 30 stamps was sold at Kingston.
We admit that that evidence is not
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conclusive, but unless we know at
which Post Office the half sheet “in
its entirety” was found, the King-
ston theory is more acceptable to
us, for the reason that if so small an
office as that of Manchioneal, had
disposed of 20 stamps from its half
sheet, it is improbable that any but
as small or smaller an office, would
have retained its supply intact, for
the period between receipt, and the
time the alleged finding was made.
The copy which came to us from
America, was on piece of cover,
thick heavy manilla paper, appar-
ently clipped from a large and heavy
envelope. such as would be used by
the local banks, offices of the Fruit
Companies, in which to despatch
quantity of documentary reports,
commercial documents, and papers
of that kind. That detail precludes
the idea of postal cancellation, spe-
cially sought and obtained, suggests
ordinary and common usage, all of
which point to ZXingston as the
source of supply, for the stamp used
to prepay postage, for the reason that
the Head Offices of both Banks and
Fruit Companies, are flcocated at
Kingston. We agree that we have
developed no more than theory, but
it appears to provide strong pre-
sumptive evidence, against the story
quoted from “Stamp Collecting,”
especially so as that story has not
at any time been current here, we
had not before heard of it. If it
be possible at all, if would be of
great interest to learn just how many
mint copies of ‘'the rarity actually
exist, or have been known to exist,
in excess of the 10 we have men-
tioned.

“Columbus Cove” 2d., 1932, in
vertical pairs, imperforate between,
reported in our last edition:—a pair
recently sold at auction at London,
realised £35 0 0.

“Redney Memorial,” 2/-, 1922,
was discovered by a member of this
Society, at the Post Office at Span-
ish Town, the last row of the sheet
imperforate between stamp and
margin. Two copies had been dis-
posed of, and the lucky finder se-
curcd the remainder of ten, which
he took in vertical pairs, the upper
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member
course.

normally perforated of

Jamaicans at auction. On another
page, we have mentioned sale of
the Roth collection at Philadelphia,
and it is to the Jamaicans in that
collection to which we here refer.
Like the collections of other coun-
tries, that of Jamaica was .rich in
rare items of modern issue; all of
them were there except perhaps the
13d. Contingent MCA, with partial
double impression, and the 2/-
“Rodney” with similar variety,
neither of which is mentioned in the
catalogue. It is conceivable that the
14d., may not have been considered
important enough to be mentioned,
but we do not think that had the
2/- been among the lot, it would
have been omitted from mention
for any reason. We owe the inform-
ation which has enabled us to de-
velop these notes, to the kindness
and courtesy of Mr. C. Brinkley
Turner, one of our members and a
keen enthusiast where Jamaica is
concerned, who attended the sale
and purchased some of the Jamaica
items. Consideration of some of
the prices realised, is tempered
with the fact that the sale took place
in America, where the Scott Cata-
logue is the standard criterion, and
several of the items offered are not
listed in that publication. That fac-
tor apparently had its influence in
some instances, but not in all by
any means, as the prices for others
show that, absence of catalogue re-
cord of any kind did not deter the
bidders from keen competition. The

“Ser . . ets” in all the lower values
in pairs, singles and blocks, with
the #d. mult.,, fetched but $5.00,

against the Gibbons value of £4.
The 24d. and #d. mult. each in B9

-mint, went for $3.75 against Gib-

bons £3 8/-. The 5d. CA in ver-
tical striv of 3 brought $26.00, Gib-
bons £23 5/-; the mult. in a similar
strip fetched $62.50, Gibbons £34

12/-. The 2/- brown MCA brought
$10.00, Scott $17.50, Gibbons &£3,
rather more than half catalogue.

The $ variety 1/- black on green in
vertical pair, went for $27.50, Gib-
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bons £13 8/6; the same in vertical
strip of 3 fetched $26.00. The pic-
torial 1/- with inverted frame
brought the very satisfactory price
of $1,000.00, Scott $1,200.00, Gibbons
£300. A lot of the pictorial scripts
to the last previous 6d. with the
Child Welfare set, and the 5/- and
10/- MCA, face value of about 40/-
brought $19.50, Scott’s value $28.22,
i.e., more than two thirds of that
catalogue value. We may be wrong,
but are inclined to believe that the
Child Welfare set, had something
to do with that result, for the rea-
son that most of the stamps in the
lot, are but recently obsolete, and
none appear to be in any great de-
mand. WNow that supplies of the
Child Welfare lot in the hands of
dealers, seem to be -exhausted or
nearly so, the value of that set is
creeping up even though the deal-
‘ers’ catalogues do not yet show any
advance in price. The “Slavery”
6d. without “Specimen” overprint,
MCA watermark, brought $675.00;
the item is not listed by either Scott
or Gibbons. With “Specimen” over-
print the price obtained was $26.00;
it is offered by Gibbons, or rather
said by them to be worth about
£10. The script item without “Spe-
cimen’ realised '$300.00, and iwith
the overprint $17.00.

WAR STAMP ITEMS.

The #d. of 1916 single line, double
overprint listed by Gibbons 90/~
Scott at $20.00, brought $11.50. An-
other specimen went for $10.50. The
same with inverted overprint, Gib-
bons 70/- Scott $20.00 fetched only
$5.00. In pair one with other with-
out overprint, not listed by either
Gibbons or Scott, sold for $16.50.
The 1id. of 1916 “T'AMP” in block
of 4, Gibbons £5. Scott $20.00, went
for $6.00. “S” inserted by hand in
block of 4, Gibbons 80/~ Scott $20.00,
sold for $6.25. “R"” inserted, Gib-
bons 200/- mnot listed by Scott,
brought $3.50, (a ridiculous figure),
“R"” omitted, Gibbons 240/~, not
listed by Scott, sold for $8.25. The
3d. “TAMP” in block of 6 Gibbons
240/-, Scott $62.00, went for $19.00,
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the same on thick yellow paper,
Gibbons 200/-. not listed by Scott,
sold for $21.50 and $21.00, two cop-
ies respectively. “S” inserted Gib-
bons 160/- listed by Scott $50.00
two copies went _for $11.00 each; the
same on thick yellow paper, Gib-
bons 240/- not listed by Scott,
brought $20.50. Inverted on lemon
paper, not listed by either Scott or
Gibbons, sold for $20.50, on yellow
paper $16.00. The 1917 varieties of
“stop inserted and ‘P’ impressed a
second time,” sold for 3d-$7.25,
12d.-$7.25, 3d.-$6.25, #d on back only
fetched $10.00, 13d. double $9.00 1id.
“WAP.” $7.50, 13d. inverted $8.50, 3d.
inverted $10.50, vertical in horizontal
pair one without overprint $28.00.

In general the prices realised for
the War Stamps are disappointing,
but we need to bear in mind that
all War Stamps have been, and pro-
bably still are, under a cloud. The
issues were very much overdone,
and in not few instances, especially
so in Europe, the evidence of ex-
ploitation was strong and definite.
The issues of Jamaica, in themselves
honest and clean, fell wunder the
general ban applied by collectors of
stamps the world over, and that ban
seems more or less still to be in ex-
istence, even though rather more
than twenty years have elapsed. The
fact that some of the Jamaica items
realised in the sale reported above,
prices which cannot be regarded
as altogether unreasonable, seems
to suggest hope that the neglect of
20 years, is beginning to be reme-
died, and if that be so we may ex-
pect to see the market values of
those stamps gradually strength-
ened.

Jamaica Philatelist. We have been
gratified to receive several Iletters
from correspondents abroad, which
comment in complimentary terms
on our last edition. Mr. Stanley
Phillips of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons,
Litd.. acknowledging the apology to
his firm that appeared therein refers
to the journa] “as usual an excellent
edition,” but from our local friends
we have received but one letter, the
writer of which gives us no praise,
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and “damns” us a whole lot. We
do not object in the least, we are
glad to have stirred the apathy
which has existed, to even moder-
ate action, though that may be at
our expense, and. we invite the
writer to continue his criticism, ap-
plying it to this edition, we may
please even him someday, some-
time. He will of courge readily un-
derstand, that even with our extra-
ordinary ability, it is not possible to
please everyone at all times, and at
the same time ask him to accept our
assurance, that it is our desire to
please as many as we possibly can.
If he will be so good as to make
constructive criticism. as well as
destructive, we shall appreciate both
immensely. Now then, you others,
- go right ahead, and by letter give
us all the h .. you think we
should have, you will never get the
journal just as you may wish to
have it, unless you do; anyway, it
is much easier to vent a grouse, than
to give praise, isn’'t it? One of the
objections taken by the gentleman
to whom we have referred, was to
the item in our last edition entitled
“The Craze for Crazy Varieties.” He
is entirely correct to have identified
it, as having reference to a similar
article that appeared in another
magazine. We wonder what his re-
action will be after reading in this
cdition that entitled “Philatelic Fash-
ions”?, does he still think after
reading it, that the obvious stupidity
of the writer whom we challenged
in his statement to the effect that
“collectors in their own interests,
should conform to the ideas and op-
inions expressed by the leading
dealers in their published vrice lists”.
should not have been attacked? , if
he dces, we ask him to re-read what
the Editor of the Gibbons catalogue,
states in expression of his opinions.

CONGRATULATIONS.

Mr. D. M. Samuel, We have the
pleasure to announce, that our Vice
President has been invited to become
and elected a Fellow of the Royal
Philatelic Society, London. His elec~
tion . took wplace at the February,
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1939 meeting of the RPS Commit-
tee. We felicitate him on the honour
he has received, and like to think
that through him as our Vice Presi-
dent, the Society also is honoured.
He is the second member, and of
its officers, to have been elected to
the honour of “Fellow.” We an-
nounced in our 1936 edition, similar
honour to Mr. G. C. Gunter, our
Hon. Secretary. The Society now
has two “Fellows” in its Jocal mem-
bership, and some few in England,
we are not sure just how many, and
possibly others resident else where.

Mr. C. Brinkley Turner, one of
our members resident in the United
States, a keen enthusiast in our
philately, received during last year
at the National Stamp Exhibition
at Philadelphia, the Grand Award

for his collection of Jamaica. We
have not seen his collection, but
from correspondence and one oOr

two articles with which he has fa-
voured us for this journal, we know
that it is or must be one of large
merit. Since receiving the . Grand
Award, we know that the collection
has been strengihened. He is inter-
ested in everything Jamaican = of
philatelic worth, from pre-stamp
covers to modern postmarks.

Mr. E. F. Hurt, of Harpenden, a
Life Member of this Society resident
in England was awarded the Con-
gress Cup for his paper entitled “The
Local and Private .Posts and their
importance in Philately and Postal
History,” which he read at the 25th
Philatelic Congress of Great Bri-
tain, held at Cambridge, from the
21st to 24th June, 1938. This most
interesting paper revealed inform-
ation as to the number of countries

and places that have issued local
stamps for legitimate Postal pur-
poses. 'This is the fourth time that

the Congress Cup has been won by
a member of the Jamaica Philatelic
Society. We. congratulate most
heartily our fellow member whose
paper is reproduced in this issue.
Trans-Atlantic Air Mail. Under
date of 25th May, the Postmaster
General of the United States, by let-
ter received here 26th May, notified
the local authorities of inaugura-
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tion of a trans Atlantic air mail ser-
vice, made available to the local ad-
ministration under certain condi-
tions, The service was scheduled to
leave New York each Saturday at 2
p.m., via the Azores and Portugal to
Marseille, France, where the plane
would arrive at 2 p.m. on the follow-
ing Monday. Our local Postmaster
. with commendable promptitude,
worked out a schedule of rates, sub-
mitted the whole subject to His Ex-
cellency, the Governor, who in Privy
Council approved on 30th May, and
on 1st June the first trans Atlantic
air mail from Jamaica was des-
patched by Pan American Airways
Clipper plane to New York. It con-
sisted of 310 letters, including 84
registered, connected with the flight
from New York on Saturday 3rd
June, and in the instance of those
for England, should have been in
the hands of the addressees, early
on Tuesday 5th June, 4/5 days from
time of despatch here. The letters
each bore a special cachet, viz.,, a
horizontal double lined oval, the
réspective diameters of which are
55mm horizontal, 39mm vertical.
Around the curve of the upper sec-
tjon are the words “First Transat-
lantic,” just above the major axis
“AIR MAIL,” below the axis “Ja-
maica to Burope,” and along the
curve of the lower section “June 1,
1939,” all in sans serif capitals which
vary in dimensions for each term.
Under date of 9th June, a further
letter from the Postmaster General
of the United States, announced a
new schedule of flights from New
York via Botwood, Newloundland;
Foynes, Ireland; to Southampton,
Bngland; the service to be fortnight-
ly on Saturdays from New York.
Departure of the Marseille service
changed to Wednesdays from New
York, and retained as a weekly ser-
vice.

The services ought to prov1de label
collectors, with -something new in
the way of labels, as to most coun-
tries 'in-FEurope there are two meth-
ods of transportation by lair, and
as we go farther east, three, each
tWhith a different rate of -postage.

usi— .
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To Great Britain, (1) By air ‘o
U.S.A., thence by steamer, the
service with which we have been
familiar for some time. (2) By
air to U.S.A., thence by frans At-
lantic air service.

To Australia or New Zealand.
(1) By air to U.S. Pacific port,
thence by steamer to destination.
(2) By air to U.S.A., trans Atlantic
air service to England, thence by
air to destination. (3) By air to
U.S.A. trans Atlantic air service
to England, thence by steamer to
destination. (4) By air to U.S.A.
steamer to England, air to destin-
ation
The rates vary wilh each method

employed, and it seems evident that
application of the correct postage
in stamps to letters, will not be
enough to distinguish the service to
be used, distinctive labels with cor-
rect prepayment of postage appear
to be necessary.

The Post Office. Since our last
edition was published, the Depart-
ment lost a very valuable officer in
Mr. R. H. Fletcher, the Postmaster,
who, despite the fact that he shows
not the smallest sign of senility or
decrepity, was retired on the score
of age. Jamaica Welfare Lid., has
succeeded to his ability, where we
believe he finds agreeable employ-
ment of his talents. It is gratify-
ing to observe that he has been suc-
ceeded by another eflicient, court-
eous, hard-working Jamaican. in
the person of Mr. W. A. Campbell,
who, after 36 years service in the
Department, has earned reward of
the highest position it can offer.
Jhe Department will be in excellent
hands, while he is permitted to guide
its affairs. He has an enviable re-
putation; having passed through all
the stages of the mill, he is intimate
with all details of operation; he is
known to and liked by the public,
because of his unfailing courtesy,
his helpfulness and obvious desire
to smooth the way; and his effi-
ciency has received well deserved
official recognition. We congratu-
Jate him on his promotion, and hope
for him a very successful adminis-
tration.
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Georgians, 1929-32. Since writing
the previous paragraph on this sub-
ject, we have been able to take ra-
ther an incomplete study of the
stamps, a stage farther and then
have to abandon it, temporarily at
least, Dbecause of the oppressive
heat from which we have been suf-
fering. We set out in the para-
graph referred to, certain varieties
of perforation which had been ob-
served. It can be stated now, that
all three denominations exist, each
in three perforations viz., 14, 13%
X14, 134X14. There may be others,
as if the Gibbons record be consult-
ed, relative to De La Rue printings
over the past 10 years, a lengthy
list of different perforations in
varied combinations can be com-
piled, any of which it seems pos-
sible may be found on these stamps.
The Jamaica Georgians in addition
to the recorded varieties of perfor-
ation, and the re-engraved die for
the 1d., suggest printings from re-
engraved dies also for the 13d. and
9d. The 14 gauge printings of each,
1d., 13d. and 9d. measure 17iémm
in width. The re-engraved die
printings of the 1d. are 18mm wide,
so are the later and last printings
of the 1id. and 9d. Confirmation
of that finding, came unsolicited
from a correspondent in America,
asking to be supplied with the lat-
ter in the wider printing, but with-
out mention of detail, differences in
the designs, something which up to
the time we laid the stamps aside,
we had not found. Minor differ-
ences were discovered, but they are
irregular, inconstant and for that
reason may not be cited. We hope
to be able to give precise informa-
tion in our next edition, and with
little hope of tangible result, invite
any and all who may be interested
enough to take up the study, to
collaborate with us by exchange of
information relative to results ob-
tained.

Metered Mail. Some of our local
commercial firms are keeping pace
with the times. Two licenses we
understand for use of the machines
to replace postage stamps have been
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issued, one to the B. & J. B. Macha~
do Tobacco Co., Ltd., dated 7th De-
cember, 1938, the other to Messrs. T.
Geddes Grant, Ltd., dated 30th May,
1939. The impression from the Ma-
chado Machine shows in red a circle
24imm dia.,, the word “Kingston”
around inside the fop section, “Ja-
maica” curved in the lower, with
curved lines respectively below and
above the words, which are separ-
ated by short sectional lines at right
and left. Through the centre the
date is shown, the day and year in
Arabic numerals, separated by the
month in Roman figures. At right
separated by space of 20mm, is an
upright rectangle 24mm high by
22mm wide, the outside edges of
which are waved suggesting teeth
of perforation. In lined panels at
top there is the word “Jamaica”, at
left “Postage”, at right “Paid”, at
bottom left “N” and a numeral at
right. The top corners of the inner
rectangle show foliate ornaments
with the Crown between them, be-
low the letters “GviR” in script type,
and below them the postage. The
Geddes Grant Machine gives exact-
ly similar impression. except for the
numeral at right of the lower panel.

Postal Obliterators. Those of our
our readers and members, who col-
lect the postal markings of the Is-
land, will be interested to learn that
new obliterators with date stamp,
are gradually replacing those of the
type, which have been in common
use for several years past, ie., the
double lined circle. The new hand
stamps are similar in design to those
used in England, from Birmingham
for instance. At the time of writing
they. have been issued, 18th July,
1939, to the local Post Offices at

Alderston Jackson Town
Balaclava Lucky Hill
Boscobel Middle Quarters
Brainerd Mount Regale
Bushy Park [Pembroke Hall
Dalvey Port Antonio
Devon Southfield
Gordon Town Thompson Town
Islington Warsop
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Did we possess, we would give
much to be in London during May
next, to be present 6th-11th at the
Stamp Centenary Exhibition, pro-
moted by the Royal Philatelic So-
ciety, to be opened to the public on
‘and between those dates. The pur-
pose is to celebrate the hundredth
anniversary of the Queen of them
all, the Mother progenitor of all
postage stamps. the 1d Black of
Great Britain issued 6th May, 1940,
than which no better, and we doubt
that any as good in design, has been
issued. That stamp of itself has a
long and fascinating history, and
when we consider the tremendous
world wide volume of philatelic ac-
tivity there is, to which it has given
birth, intelligence is taxed to grasp
it all. Figures reach .astronomical
proportions, which the human mind
fails to grasp; the literature in all
the languages of the nations, would
probably consume a life time even
to read; the technical phases of pro-
duction, in the many methods em-
ployed in the past and present,
would require long years of applica-
tion and patient study, to master
in detail; commerce is an extensive
factor, and last but by no means
least, facility of communication be-
tween people and peoples, has reach-
ed the highest efficiency; all from a
simple British idea, simply and ef-

fectively applied for the conven-
ience of mankind throughout the
world.

The Stamp Centenary Exhibition
and its purpose, arouses thought in
that train, from which we develop
the idea that we, as British subjects
who enjoy all there is to enjoy in
philately, ought to welcome this
opportunity to show our apprecia-
tion of a British institution, by
which we, together with the rest of
the world, have benefited both ma-
terially and ethically, as well as in
pleasant relaxation, .which in turn
has created many, many delightful

contacts between enthusiasts in our

- hobby.

Plans are well under way to make
the Exhibition, a great International
affair of worldwide interest. The
preliminary prospectus informs that,
His Majesty the XKing, has been
graciously pleased to afford His Pat-
ronage, something not before given
by any Sovereign to such an exhibi-
tion. We understand that from
America, there is evidence of very
cordial support; we have little doubt
that {rom most countries, the effort
will be as cordially supported and
encouraged. In that respect, we
must not let Jamaica lag, we can
and must do our bit, at least by sub-
scribing for a set of four (4) medals,
i.e., one each of Gold, Silver-Gilt,
Silver, and Bronze, to cost in total
£21, Tt is not suggested nor ex-
pected that the funds of the Society
should be made to bear that charge,
we doubt that reasonably it could,
and still retain financial ability fto
carry on as it should, its effort to
stimulate and support local philately,
and for that reason we suggest that
a particular fund be raised, by
popular appeal to our local fratern-
ity. We are sure we shall not ap-
peal in vain, to those who appre-
ciate the hobby, we are confident
that like ourselves, readily will they
give that evidence of their apprecia-
tion. This writer gladly offers £1
1/- to'the fund, and if each Ilocal
member will give but 6/-, the So-
ciety should be able to find the
money to donate not merely one,
but two sets of medals. We beg
you to snow under the Secretary
with your letters and donations;
give once, twice, thrice in small
sums if you find that to be necessary;
there is just about time enough to
permit that; but begin to give NOW,
and give liberally all that you can
afford. Donate the sales from vyour
sheets in the Sales Packet, make up
and circulate special lots priced so
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cheaply, that they must sell; the
proceeds for this appeal, do it NOW;
the Committee in England must be
early apprised of what Jamaica in-
tends to do, our Secretary cannot
advise that until he hears from you,
let him do s¢ NOW.

Our appeal for funds is addressed
principally to our local members,
for the reason that some of those
resident abroad, probably will give
their help through other channels,
but to any who may accept the ap-
peal, and desire to subscribe through
us, we cordially invite them to do
so; in the Society’s name we shall
gratefully acknowledge and wel-
come their aid.

The prospectus is far too lengthy
to be re-produced here in detail,
any member may see it by applica-
tion to our Secretary, and on re-
quest a copy can ke supplied direct
from London, but that request
should not be made, unless the en-
quirer seriously intends +to enter
an exhibit. There are several classi-
fications; each extended by division
into groups, and those further ex-
tended into sections; which seem to
cover practically every field of phil-
atelic endeavour. Collections may
be entered in toto, or by groups of
countries, or by special issues as
the prospectus- indicates; studies
of particular items, research, postal
history, juniors, and sundry other
sub-heads; so jhere is very wide
field ‘for any and all likely to be
interested. . Mr. L. C. C. Nicholson,
one of .our members, is Hon. Trea-
surer. to the Executive Committee.
We cannot pledge his help to any
local member who may be interest-
ed, but we are confident that it will
be given on any matter of difficulty,
which may be referred to him, pro-
vided that it does not unduly en-
croach on his already heavily tax-
ed time and patience. Two other
members of the JPS are on the Ex-
ecutive Committee, Messrs. Frank
Godden and Stanley Phillips.

Those of us who have visited any
large philatelic exhibition, will have
experienced the monotony . there
was. to observe the same and very
similar kinds of exhibits, shown al-

-far as that may be

. March,
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most interminably over extensive
area in the frames. Those who
are able to contemplate visit to the
Stamp Centenary Exhibition, will
be gratified to learn that it is plan-
ned on novel lines, to eliminate as
possible, any
similar experience. The “Hanging
Committee,” wil} select and grant
space to, wholly or in part, those
exhibits which appeal to it as of
the ‘greatest interest, but that will
not in any way affect the work of
the jurors, who will judge each
competing exhibit on merit only,
even if those selected for award,
may not be shown at all.

The “Philatelic Magazine” of 31st
informs that in the House
of Commons on March 27th, Major
Tryon, the Postmaster General,
stated that he proposed fo issue four
commemorative stamps, in 1940, to
mark the centenary of the introduc-
tion of postage stamps in Great
Britain, viz.,, #d., 1d., 1i{d., and 23d
denominations. The designs are be-
ing subjected to competition be-~
tween about 30 artists, he proposed
to ask the Royal Fine Arts. Com-
mission, and Council for Art in In-
dustry, to .advise him in judging
the designs. DBasing our comment
on the current stamps, for which
we. understand the Royal Fine Arts
Commission is largely responsible,
we wonder why the Institute of
Civil Engineers, the Royal College.
of Surgeons, and any similar body
other, than the Royal Philatelic So-
ciety, is not consulted? We believe
the Royal Philatelic Society to be

rather more competent than any,
constructively to criticise, correct,
if necessary create philatelic de-

signs of attractive worth and ap-
peal, but apparently it is consistent-
ly ignored in matters of the kind,
and - the Royal Fine Arts Commis-
sion as consistently employed, to in-
flict on an all too vpatient public,
stamps in designs tdhat are repel-
lent, Those stamps may portray art
of the highest standard. as art is
understood by that Commission,
but to us and we believe not few
others, they .are crudely crypto-
graphic, something which we .be-
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lieve to be wholly obvious, if the
results of the labours and efforts of
that facully, be compared with the
subject of this Centenary.

Under dates of 23rd May and 15th
June, Sir John Wilson, Chairman of
the Execulive Committee, invited
him to, and our Hon. Secretary ac-
cepted, the position of Honorary
Exhibition Commissioner in Ja-
maica; a personal honour to Mr.
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Gunter; an honour for our Society,
which enhances its prestige in the
philatelic world; and an honour for
our Island, to have it recorded in
the roster of places, wherein it has
been believed 1o be desirable +to
appoint a specia] Commissioner. All
local communications on the sub-
ject of the Exhibition should be
addressed to Mr. Gunter.
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Fashions

We read with much interest an
article in Gibbons “Stamp Monthly,”
February, 1939, in the form of re-
ported interview; questions by the
writer “Argus,” replies by the cata-
logue Editor; on the subject of
“Catalogue Varieties.”

The article begins in a general
way to deal with varieties that ap-
pear in the catalogue; “catalogue var-
ieties” the writer terms them, plac-
ing the term in inverted commas.
It is not clear why that was done,
unless as is later developed, some
of them possibly may be understood
to be only quasi philatelic, con-
demned by the Editor himself; if
that be the intention, we entirely
agree with the distinction. The mat-
ter then passes to particularization
by classes or groups, viz.,, paper,
colour, watermark, overprint, sur-
charge, etc., how and why they are
recognised and listed. Amazingly
forthright and in conformity with
observable practice, the premise is
stated that “in determining what
should be included in the catalogue,
logic does mot always play its due
part,” “each succeeding editor works
along his own lines, in following
which he may be influenced not
only by the past, but by the changes
in philatelic fashion which may be
taking place to~day.” We would
readily understand and appreciate
“Philatelic fashjons,” in the sense
-of popularity of some designs over
others, diversified pictorials opposed
to the monotony of stereotyped
portraiture; a group of countries or
a country over others, the British
West Indies against Central Amer-
ica; but we do not think popularity
in either instance, would be ex-
pressed or described, as one being
more ‘fashionable” than the other.
As it happens and is, we are not
considering ‘‘fashion” in generally
accepted fundamentals, but as ap-
plied to or in alleged wvarieties mot
sponsored with “logic” or philatelic
reason.

Philately, as we seem to misun-
derstand the term, if it does nothing
else, demands insistence on, with
complete pressing necessity for,
comprehensive accuracy, from which
fully supported, unassailable fact
of fixed security is developed. There
seems to be little if any room there,
for admission of the very wide
range of vargaries associated with
“fashions.” That word means ‘“mode
or style of the moment,’ something
which has its day, ceases to be a
vogue, dies and passes to the limbo
of forgetten things, and of necessity
is potential of loss to all those
whom, at some expense may have
acquired the trimmings, but over-
stayed the time limit arranged or
allowed by the leaders of “fash-
ion.”

Pertinently we may ask, who are
the leaders in ‘“philatelic fashions,”
who discovers or introduces them,
creates and stimulates demand for
“fashionable” items? We (know of
course that in the instance of wo-
men’s modes, it is the celebrated
modistes who create “fashions,” do
so for gain and temporarily to sat-
isfy woman’s mnatural craving for
change, but the large majority of
stamp collectors are men, not read-
ily influenced by change in “fash-
ion” of hats, clothes, shoes, or al-
most anything else; not few .strenu-
ously resist such changes, demand
and insist instead on styles to which
they have been accustomed. It
seems clear then, that there is lit-
tle craving for change to be cater-
ed for, so little that it is reasonable
to state where stamp collectors are

_ concerned, desire of the kind is

amply taken care of by normal
changes of designs in the stamps
they collect, and if that be so, it is
equally reasonable to deduce, that.
“philatelic fashions” do not origin- .
ate with and are not desired by
them.

We suggest that

application of
the term

“fashion” to philately,
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“without any sort of doubt is a pro-
fanity, debasement of reasonable
and reasoning pursuit, to one large-
ly influenced  and governed by
whim; degeneration from stable
continuity to uncertainfy and du-
biety, developed by and with un-
reasoned, unreasonable, imponder-
able mutations, such as wvarieties
not so recognised because of “logic”
or philatelic reason, but are given
prominence because of “fashion.”
which really means the whim or
fancy of some person or persons.
Such things originally philatelically
stupid, insane, descend in degeneracy
frequently to the level of bastard
progeny of mongrel spawn, as per-
usal of advertisements in the phil-
atelic press will readily indicate.
Born of endeavour fo create a “fash-
ion” for purpose of business, those
philatelically and intrinsically worth-
less things, speculatively are offered
for sale and acquired by those un-
able to recognise them for what they
are, ignorance is exploited by many
to whom that dubious conduct is
part of the game. For instance and
recently, we quoted an advertise-
ment that offered as collectible
philatelic varieties “pimples” “chew-
ed ears,” “broken skulls”; to those
sorts of things do “philatelic fash-
ions” lead; but, we wonder, may
not the variety of Holland, 1852,
described as ‘“horn on forehead”
have been the inspiration for one
or other of those particular things?
Unfortunately there are some col-
lectors of stamps. unbalanced enough
avidly to follow that lead; to them
each insignificant speck, the small-
est and most meaningless-imperfec-
tion visible only with aid of mag-
nification, -assiduously hunted for
with wasted time and patience, is
philatelic variety of great import-
~ance, entirely worthy to be made
a “fashion,” one of those that is not
supported with ‘logic,” and not in-
frequently has personal gain as the
object.

It seems incredible that purvey-
ors of those varieties have failed or
are unable to realise the harm done;
not only to the hobby from which
they receive their revenue, and
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therefore to themselves; by recog-
nising and servicing pernicious sen-
sation of thai kind; pernicious ob-
viously because of the lack of “logic”
or philatelic reason. Both they and
us, the common or garden collec-
tors of stamps, may well give
thought to how “fashion,” in per-
haps even its least indiscreet form,
works in stamp collecting, and for
the moment ponder just one of sev-
eral instances, ef the result of its
application. On page 13 of our edi-
tion for 1937, we quoted from an
article by Mr, J. R. W. Purvees on
the stamps of Fiji, in which he
adversely criticised cerfain cata-
logue lists. We added comment re-
lative to the stamps of New Zea-
land, ‘varieties alleged or actual
that are identified, or are identifi-
able only with the greatest diffi-
culty, some of which seem to re-
quire of the effort very real powers
of imagination.” Opn page 66 of the
same edition, again with reference
{o the stamps of New Zealand, we
asked how can the alleged “distinc-
tions between Waterlow paper, De
La Rue paper, Cowan paper, Jones
paper be justified”? “Those distinc-
tions seem to be even more ridicu- -
lous than ...” We frust we are not
unduly optimistic, to quote from the
article we are trying to review; and
regard the quotation as unintended
vindication of our comment; state-
ment by the Editor; “loock at the
way collectors have been put off
those fascinating New Zealand pic-
torials of 1898 onwards, by the in-
clusion of paper varieties. I was
not to blame for that, but I am re-
sponsible for putting in the Jones,
De La Rue and Cowan papers in
the Georgian issues around 1924,
and I’ve been kicking myself ever
since.” Presumably at that moment,
the Editor was thinking of his cata-
logue, not so much as his firm’s
price list, but as a philatelic hand-
book of general information; ap-
parenfly a “fashion” in those al-
leged varieties was set going, may
have had its day, is dead and has
been out of existence for some time.
We believe it reasonable to infer
from the Editor’'s remarks, that in

s



20

the cited instance of New Zealand,
both the hobby and his inter-
ests suffered, because of a “fashion”

in ihose items; that seems to have

been the experience, yet despite that
experience, we have his very mod-
dern assurance, that *“catalogue
varieties’” are not always selected
and listed because of philatelic rea-
son, and are sometimes subjected to
the whim of “fashion”; with that
assurance, the mystery, the how and
why, of some “catalogue varieties”
begin to be explicable.

While we have learned that
“logic,” admittedly does not always
govern recognition of . “catalogue
varieties,” apparently it is also
ignored to warrant exclusion. Hav-
ing seen the harm that can be and
is done, by positive application of
the idea pof “fashion,” let us glance
at the effect of negative operation,
bringing it home to each of us in-
terested in Jamaican stamps. We
cannot think of any Jamaican var-
iety, which has been made the sub-
ject of “fashion” in the sense de-
veloped here; unless it be that of
the 13d War Stamp, 1916, “inverted
‘D’ for ‘P’”; not even to include sev-
eral of unques‘monable merit; we
have a fairly long list of authen-
tic  philatelic varieties, mnone of
which are “catalogue varieties.”
The latest additions to that list, are
the , perforation varieties. of the 1d.,
14d., and 9d Georgians, 1929, des-
cribed on another page. Like others

“excluded from the list of - “cata-
logue varieties,” we have no sort
-of doubt that to include :them,

“would unduly overload the list”
hence omission, and while the Ja-
maica list possibly
nursed and protected from overload,
even though exclusive of listed var-
ieties, it shows but 120 items in the
1939 edition, we wonder why Gren-
ada, St. Lucia and Trinidad have
been made to suffer; (by the same
reasoning one is tempted to write
injured); by addition of similar per-
foration wvarieties, of their 1934,
1936 and 1935 issues? ; exclusive of
the George VI additions and listed
varieties, Grenada has 151 major
items in the list, St. Lucia 127, Tri-

needs to Dbe.
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nidad 245. We do not mean to sug-
gest that the mentioned West In-
dian varieties of perforation, are
unreasonable items, positively they
are not, are properly collectible by
any who may wish them, but our de-
fective, probably abnormal train of
thought, causes us to think that for
precisely the same reason which’
gave them recognition and record,

“logic” if applied would compel
similar recognition and record of
the Jamaican items, and by the

same parity, denial of that recog~
nition is not logical, necessarily is
whimscal and unreasonable; why? ,
apparently exclusion by ‘“fashion.”

Clearly then friends, those of us
who are not self reliant, do not
trouble to know the stamps we elect
to collect, depend on others for in-
formation, are apt {o be caught
coming and going by the whims of
“fashion,” that include and/or ex-
clude indiscriminately, at times in-
ducing wus to- accept unreasonable
items as worthy varieties, or to re-
ject or miss others of proper merit.
If you have missed those Jamaican
items, you will not have been saved
the premium you will have to pay,
if and when they become “fashion-
able” as they may, even though you
may have subscribed consistently to
the best books on ‘“philatelic fash- -
ions.” You too may feel like “kick-
ing” yourself, but to little purpose
then, unless you will have taken
the lesson to heart.

Relative to coloured papers the
Editor tells us that “a lot of varia-
tions shown in the catalogue to-day
are simply nonsense,” then dilates
on the changeling effect of climate
and gum, responsible in some in-
stances for the variety described as
“toned”, we regard each and every
one of those items with the strong-
est suspicion. With reference to
Georgian coloured papers, presum-
ably especially those of the  War-
vears - and immediately after, we
learn that “the ‘white backs’ and
‘emeralds’ are easily distinguishable,
but the ‘yellows,” ‘orange buffs,” and
“pale yellows’ have caused a lot of
confusion, and if I had to decide to-
day T would not list them, but be-
ing in they must stop.” We are
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afraid that they do not stop, as they
have appeared long after the War
period; Dominica 3d. of 1927-33 is
an example; and will continue to do
so for as long as papers of those col-
ours are used; yellow and green will
always develop varieties of shade;
but perhaps we have wilfully mis-~
understood, and what the Editor
really means is, those varieties al-
ready listed in the catalogue, must
stay there, they will not be faken
out, and presumably there will be
no additions, unless “fashion” beck-
ons and prevails, as apparently it did
in 1937 and caused Baharnas No. 140a
to be recognised and listed, rather
“later than the cited instance of
Dominica omitted. ‘Fashion’ friends,
‘fashion’! ! Incidentally, one wond-
ers what is the respective status of
the “buff” and “lemon yellow’” pa-
pers? , why have they been omitted
from comment and apparently from
consideration? , they are listed var-
ieties, “catalogue varieties,” should
one understand that they have been
specially exempted from the suggest-
ed or expressed reproach applicable
to the others?

Dealing with overprints, he {tells
us that the catalogue ignores wvar-
ieties developed from misplacement,
such as any that has the reading re-
versed; for instance, one of British
Bechuanaland which shows “Beci-
uanaland” at the top, “British” at
the bottom of the stamp, caused by
indifferent register of the sheet in
the press, so that at the top of each
vertical row, the word “British” is
printed on that margin, and the last
stamp of the row receives “Bech-
uanaland” only; then with convinec-
ing proof of absence of “logic” states
—“Having regard to the printer’s
intention, these stamps are as much
‘errors’ as ‘inverteds’ and ‘doubles’.”
Extraordinary, isn’'t it?, at least so
it seems to us. We Dbelieve that
ethically and philatelically, it wosuld
be entirely correct, to regard at
least the last stamp of each 7row,
that with but one word printed
thereon when there should be two,
as of equal importance with, if not
superior to, variety which is listed
ard described as stop. letter or fig-
ure missing, and give it proper place
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described ag “British’” omitted. The
Jamaica 13d. War Stamp of 1916 ex-
ists in variety such as has been des-
cribed; the first stamp of each vert-
ical row shows the word “War” only,
others in the sheet show three words
“Stamp-War-Stamp.”, yet others
“Stamp War.” The 3d. and 13id. of
1917 exist with “Stamp War” and
with “Stamp” only. The 3d. stamp
of the last series exists with vertical
overprint, and is listed by Gibbons.
We have seen it and know that it
has been sold at auction, in pair
se tennant with unoverprinted com-
panion, variety not listed by Gib-
bons. We have seen it with two
vertical overprints, and that in pair
se tennant with unoverprinted copy,
neither of which is listed by Gib-
bons. The item with two overprints
has been dismissed, as having mis-
placed overprint; we propose to ex-
amine the “logic” of that statement.
It is necessary to make clear that in
this instance, ‘“two overprints” does
not mean “double” in the sense that
the sheet was passed twice through
the press, off set printing, a “kiss,”
nor anything of that mnature. A
single stamp measures 21lmm across
the face, and is 25mm high. The
length of each overprint including
the stop, is 11mm, and laterally each
is spaced 10mm from the next. Two
subjects of the overprint therefore
require 32mm in which to appear,
and two stamps together provide
42mm in which to do so. Applying
that detail to a pane of 60 stamps,
it is found that the pane without
margins is 255mm high and 130mm
wide. Each lateral row is served
with 6 overprints which require 116
mm in which to appear, and have .
130mm in which to do so. Turn the
pane around, the height becomes the
breadth, the position necessary in
which to have received the vertical
overprint, and it is found that the
tctal width of the 6 overprints, viz.,
116mm, must be applied over 255
mm. Reducing consideration to a
single stamp, there is 2bmm in or
over which two overprints 32mm
wide must be applied, and cobviously
that 25mm will, must absorb the
greater part of the 32mm. In other

words, it is clear that; except for the
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stamp which begins or ends the line
of 6 impressions in each row; those
which receive impression at all,
must have received the greater parts
of two impressions, they cannot
have received less, and others will
not have received any impression
nor any part of one, for the reason
that in each row there were but 6
impressions to be applied to 10
stamps, indeed only 5 stamps can
have received an imprint, the first
or last of which will have received
but one or less, leaving 5 imprints
to be spread over 4 stamvs, ie. b
impressions=95mm in length, 4
stamps=100mm. Having due *“re-
gard for the printer’'s intention,”
viz,, to apply but one overprint to
each stamp, that in error he fed the
sheet or pane to the press, in man-
ner which made that impossible, and
so produced two impressions for
one, we suggest that those two im-
pressions are as much “doubles,” as
are those derived from the error of
passing the sheet twice through the
press, when it was intended to pass
it but once. For the reasons given,
we are of opinion that the term ‘mis-
placement of overprint’ applied to
these stamps, is untenable, impos-
sible of support with either fact or
reason, and the stamps cannot pro-
perly and correctly be described
other than as with ‘“double vertical
overprint.” :
Parenthetically, with apparently
close relation, we may with interest
consider certain ‘‘catalogue varief-
jes,” seemingly caused by misplace-
ment of overprint, which do not
possess the features stated by the
Editor, as necessary to reach his stan-
dard, viz., they are not in pair with
unoverprinted companion. We re-
fer to the Indian ‘NINE’ and ‘PIES’
NINE PIES

varieties, Gibbons 192a and 192b.
We have not seen the sheet from
which they came, nor the varieties
themselves, but have seen the norm-
al item. Our effort to account for
existence of the varieties. of neces-
sity is reasoned theory, in the cir-
cumstances it cannot be more than
that. Such evidence as we have
suggests, that at least one line of
subjects of the overprint, was incor-
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rectly set to read “PIES” instead of
“NINE” NINE

PIES, and had specimens so over-
printed appeared by themselves,
probably would have been regard-
ed as items of “misplaced overprint”
in the same sense as applied to the
Bechuanaland, 3d. and 1id Jamaica
War Stamps referred to in the pre-
vious paragraph. If all the subjects
of the overprint had been correctly
set, no possible misplacement in the
press, could have produced the
“NINE-NINE” and “PIES-PIES”
varieties, but with the suggested in-
correct setting, the word “PIES”
would have been placed wvertically
next to the same word of the corract-
setting immediately above: similarly
the word “NINE” next the sae
werd in the setting below. With that
position, misplacement of the sheet
in the press, would have <aused
many or most of the stamvs iiv the
sheet, to have received reverzed
reading of the overprint, viz, ‘PILS-
NINE”; the subjects of the incorrect
setting would retain the word
“NINE” in addition receive the same
word from the setting below. The
subjects above the incorrect setting
would retain the word “PIES”, and
receive the same word from the sef-
ting below. That seems to be a
reasonable, perhaps the correct ex-
planation, and if it is we have the .
curious situation of an error, itself
not known in tangible existence;
which even had it been, probably
would not have been recognised as
such, creating recognised and listed
varieties of misplaced overprint,
“catalogue varieties” of a type which
the Editor deprecates, though he ad-
vances good and reasonable grounds
for the status he denies in general
practice.

Time and again, in and perhaps
out of season, we have stressed ne-
cessity for individual effort, per-
sonal study of the stamps in which
vou claim to be interested; indepen-
dence of thought and action in the
making of your collecton, based on
intelligent application of that study;
tried to demonstrate the danger
there is in dependence on others, to
allow interests not precisely analo~
gous with yours to do your thinking
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for you; pleaded for expression of
your ideas and information, that we
may compile and use them for the
benefit of all, but still we lack that
support.

The article reviewed here, appears
to indicate that the Editor of the
catalogue we wuse, has published
recognition of some at least of its
faults, has had the courage fo state
in print some of his ideas relative

thereto, something I believe we
should appreciate. He has told us
that some of the varieties which

now appear therein, would not bhe
admitted did he have the task to
re-compile the catalogue, has given
us a lead to indicate what they are,
but the wvalue of that lead, if not
entirely destroyed, is rendered high-
ly speculative, by his statement to
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the effect that, his selection of items
for inclusion as varieties, is not al-
ways governed by philatelic reason
or “logic”, that the dictates of “fash-
ion” are listened to sometimes, when
making his decisions, For those rea-
sons, the subject remains open to
vou, to us, the common or garden
collectors of stamps with undimin-
ished necessity for the effort we
have tried to urge, the action stress-
ed in the previous paragraph. We
invite you now to prepare and send
us a list of all Jamaican wvarieties
known to you, which are not ‘“cata-
logue varieties”, we will compile and
publish the combined result of your
efforts in our next edition, and if
your aid is given as we have asked,
should so provide a literary item of
large interest to each member inter-
ested in the stamps of Jamaica.
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Our New Stamps

The year 1938 is of some import-
ance in our local philatelic history,
for the reason that for the first time
was there issued in the same calen-
dar year, all the denominations of
a new and complete series, and at
that, two emissions were necessary
to complete it.

For purpose of concise record, the
data immediately following, are ap-
plicable to each denomination, or to
groups of them as may be shown:—

Denominations: 3d,, 1d., 1id., 2d,,
%%? 3d., 4d., 6d., 94., 1/-, 2/-, 5/-,

Dates of issue: 4d., 1d., 13d., by of-
ficial notice dated 13th September,
for effect 10th October. All others
by similar notice dated 28th Novem-
ber, for effect 10th December,

Paper: White wove watermarked
Crown and Script C A upright.

Designs: 3d., 1d.,, 1id., alike in
small conventional style and format,
for the first time in our philately
showing the Sovereign’s Head in
right' profile. The 2d. to 5/- varied
pictorial, with the Head introduced
in the frame and facing right. The
10/~ shows the central feature of the
Head, facing right, set in an alleg-
orical frame. The 2d., 2id., 6d., 5/-
and 10/-, are re-drawn adaptations

of the same denominations which
preceded them. On all the higher
denominations, 2d. to 5/-, the

Crown is conspicuous by its ab-
sence, and the 10/- is the only one
of the series that shows the hitherto
usual legend “Postage” “Revenue”.

Plates and Printing: produced from
line engraved plates, recess printed.
Single working plates for the 2d.,
id., 1id., 9d., 10/-; two plates for

each other, respectively for the
frame and vignette, printed bi-
chrome.

Perforation: 3d., 1d., 13d. by comb
machine gauging 134 x 14; 2d. to 2/~
by line machine gauging 12%; 5/-
ainsl 10/- by comb machine gauging

33.

Printers: id., 14, 1id., 5/-, 10/-
by Messrs De La Rue, all others 2d.

to 5/-
Scns.

Make Up of The Sheets

The 3d., 14, 13d. are officially
stated to be of 120 set, and that in
fact is the size of the sheet sold by
the Post Office, viz., two horizontal
panes; each of 60 subjects arranged
6 horizontal by 10 vertical; divided
by a narrow white gutter, the whole
surrounded with white margins
without lines. The 4d. has been
seen in such sheets showing the left
pane with plate number 1A on the
lower margin below the fifth stamp
of the last row; the right pane with
plate number 1B similarly placed.
On each pane the printer’s imprint;
name and address; appears above
the plate number, extending {from
the second to the fifth of the row.
Sheets similarly printed have been
seen, with plate numbers 1C and
1D. The 1d. exists in similar sheets,
but with plate numbers 1C and 1D
only; that is at the time of writing.
Jt is reasonable assumption, that
printing from plates 1A and 1B also
exist, as they should because of al-
phabetical and numerical sequence,
and the fact of the 3d.; no doubt
they will eventually appear, espe-

by Messrs, Waterlow and

. cially so as the initial printings sup-

plied to the Island arrived in four
lots and comprise just under 5 mil-
lion copies.* We have reason to be-
lieve that despite official statement
to the contrary, both those denom-
inations are printed from plates in
240 set. We have seen the id. in
sheet of 120 from plates 1C and 1D
legibly show those letters and fig-
ures on the top margin cut through,
as well as on the bottom, and be-
fore us as we write there is a block
of 24 of the 1d. taken from both
panes of the sheet from the top, the
right section of which shows plate
number 1D obviously cut through
but quite legible; in addition, there

*Sheets with panes showing plate num-
bers 1A and 1B havé since been seen.
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is to be observed at the corners of
the sheets of both denominations,
small coloured crosses also cut
through, which seem to be the guides
for that separation. The 1id. is of
similar arrangement and printing,
shows the printer’s imprint on both
panes, but with plate number 1 on
the lower margin of the right pane
only.

The 2d. and 24d. of similarly large
upright format, are each of 60 sub-
jects in one pane, arranged 10 hori-
zontal by 6 vertical, do not, show
plate numbers, but have the print-
er’s imprint on the lower margin.

The 3d., 4d., 9d., and 1/- are each
narrow horizontal rectangles, simi-
lar in area, in single panes of 60
subjects arranged 5 horizontal by
12 vertical, without plate numbers,
but with the printer’s imprint on
the lower margin.

The 6d. of the same size as the 2d.
- and 23d., is a horizontal rectangle
60 subjects arranged 10 horizontal
by 6 vertical, is without plate num-
ber, but shows the printer’s imprint.
There is indication that the plate is
of larger set than 60; specimens have
been seen, taken from the top of the
sheet with the margin from that
side, which is perforated on the out-
side edge, i.e., a means of separation
that suggests separation from others.

The 2/~ is a narrow upright rect-
angle; similar in area to that of the
3d., 4d., 9d., and 1/-; in a single pane
of 60 subjects arranged 10 vertical
by 6 horizontal, is without plate
number and shows the printer’s im-
print. Like the 6d., specimens have
been seen with margin from the top
of the sheet, with the outside edge
of the margin perforated.

The 5/~ like its predecessor in de-
sign is similar in shape, upright rect-
angular in format, in one pane of 30
subjects arranged 5 horizontal by 6
vertical, shows on the left of the
lower margin plate number 1 in the
colour of the vignette, and on the
right the same number in the colour
of the frame, the printer’s imprint
between.

The 10/~ also like its predecessor
is a horizontal rectangle of large
format, in a single pane of 30 sub-
jects arranged 5 horizontal by 6 ver-
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tical, showing printer’s imprint with
plate number 1 at right.

DESIGNS.

The 3d., 1d, and 1}d. are alike;
printed respectively in deep green,
carmine, brown; showing the medal-
lioned Head of the King facing right,
set in an ornate frame. The design
shows marked deterioration from
those preceding for the same denom-
inations. It commits the crime of re-
ducing and minimising the central
and important feature, the Head of
the King, economising therefrom to
introduce meaningless, undesirable,
unnecessary ornamentation. Com-
pare it with the designs of the super-
ceded 1d. and 1id., and it should be
obvious that our criticism is none
too strong.

The 2d. printed in pale green
(frame) and sepia (vignette) is a
redrawn adaptation of its predeces-
sor, but the colour shades are weak,
and give the impression of poor imi-
tation. Unlike its predecessor, one of
the coconut palms it shows, is dead,
there is just the trunk of the tree,
no fronds; another is in process of
“losing its head,” wears its fronds
at the side of the trunk, aping the
fashion used by some giddy females;
something that happens only to dis-
eased frees.

The 2}d. printed in pale ultrama-
rine and pale greenish blue, because
of weak colour shades, evokes com-
ment similar to that applied to the
2d., and in addition presents us with
a most extraordinary bridge. Observe
that the terminus on the right bank
(that facing you) is in the top of a
tree! !, there is no observable means
of descent therefrom, so users appar-
ently are “tree’d.” The preceding
stamp shows the same scene, the
bridge is clearly defined as resting
on the right bank, and its natural
continuation to the roadway is hid-
den, as it usually and nearly always
is, by a bank of vegetation. On the
present stamp, the flow of the river
seems to be low, and at right is a
shore devised from short lines across
the face, which give the appearance
of a stairway; at the water’s edge are
parallel lines, suggesting a railway
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or tramway track which does not ex-
ist there, Compare the detail with
that on the previous stamp; observe
use of dots, dashes instead of lines,
which give the impression of irregu-
larity, a beach dotted with stones,

rocks, hummocks and depressions
which is the actual and natural
condition.

The 3d. in green and pale violet,
shows a land-seascape, apparently
intended to suggest idea of growing,
reaping and shipping of bananas.
The frame shows at right foreground
a clump of growing and bearing
trees. The banana is not cultivated
in clumps, it is in orderly rows; un-
cultivated clumps such as shown on
the stamp, are grown in untilled
peasant plots, backyards and in the
wild, but are never seen on the
plantation that cultivates for export.
One of the trees in the clump that
advertises Jamaica’s chief industry,
bears a stem of the fruit, obviously
drawn by some one who has never
seen a bearing tree. The thick or
heavy part of the stem with the lar-
ger and longer fingers of fruit, is at
the lower end, at the top of the
stem, the part next the tree, the fing-
ers there seem to be growing down
the stem; both conditions precisely
opposite to the natural; the stem is
drawn from both ends, upside down.
Bananas may grow that way at Kew,
definitely they do not in Jamaica.
Slightly to right of the centre fore-
ground, a labourer is seen walking
left with two stems of fruit on his
head. The upper stem appears to be
correctly drawn, the fingers of fruit
pointing up the stem towards the
thick end, but the lower is from
quite another species, similar to that
bearing in the clump. The labour-
er’s path is over a grass verge that
borders directly on the sea, the grass
grows down to the water’s edge, a
phenomenon which we do not believe
exists in any part of the world, it is
not to be seen anywhere in Jamaica,
there is always a sandy beach several
yards in depth, bare of all vegetation,
before any growth of that kind be-
gins. The vignette is devoted to dis-
play of a ship in a bay or harbour,
apparently idle at anchor, waiting to
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be loaded with the impossible fruit,
the labourer is carrying, but to get
it on board the blighter must swim,
there is no boat, lighter nor any such
means of conveyance shore to ship.
There is no sign of loading activity,
time is being wasted, something
which does not happen in actuality.
Boats are ready loaded well ahead of
expected arrival of the ship, she
does not drop anchor before they are
off to her, and from then on they ply
back and forth, there is no let up,
until all the fruit is taken on board.
The vessel portrayed is not in design
like any engaged in the Jamaica fruit
trade, nor for that matter do we be-
lieve she is like any that may sail the
seven seas, does not belong, is not
seen, nor has existence on this
planet. The navigating bridge is
completely masked, by a superstruc-
ture on the foredeck; navigation is
not necessary, or if it is, the crew is
able to carry on without visibility of
direction. The structure is reminis-
cent of non-obstructing stalls usually
seen on cattle ships, never on the
very good class passenger vessels
operated by the United Fruit Co,,
Standard Fruit Co., Elders and Fyffes
and Canadian National Steamships in
the Jamaica Fruit Trade.

The 4d. printed in green and
brown, tells us that it shows a “Cit-
rus Grove,” we would not have
known it otherwise. The “Grove” is
in the sere and yellow stage, trees
all dead or dying and bearing pale,
blighted fruit, some of them swollen
to abnormal proportions. The fruit
is being reaped by a lone and stal-
wart Jamaican woman; at least we
presume she is or is meant to be,
but we do not know of any quite
so stalwart. She is reaching for the
fruit with a gloved left hand, her
right holds down a branch; with lit-
tle effort be extended to 1the
top of a tree, any part of it,
and if that be not convincing enough,
give a glance at the field boxes on
the ground, in which she has placed
some of the plucked fruit. Only a
giantess of her stature and build is
capable of lifting and moving those
boxes from tree to tree, from one
part of the field to another, but even
she has a job of work on hand, alone
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to reap all that fruit. His Majesty is
seen gazing, we believe wonderingly,
at some most unnatural fruit, un-
known to him and to most of us,
displayed in front of his face.

The 6d. in purple and grey, like
the 2d., and 24d., is an adaptation of
its predecessor, the colour shades are
weaker, but we think this combina-
tion is more pleasing.

The 9d. printed in deep mauve is
entitled “Kingston Harbour,” but
‘does not show it. What is seen ap-
pears to be the commercial water-
front from the Government piers
(centre background) West, fo the
Penitentiary (right foreground) East.
The suggestion of a shipping port is
given by vessels shown, but the
whole is a view of an open roadstead.
while Kingston’s harbour is land-
locked by the Palisadoes, with Port
Royal at the point on the only chan-
nel that can be used to enter, the
only channel that exists. The ap-
pearance of the stamp would be less
objectionable, were the centre print-
ed in grey and set in a less flam-
boyant frame. A rather more pleas-
ing subject, similar in idea, would
have been an aerial view of King-
ston, against its natural back ground
of mountains.

The 1/- printed in purple brown
and green, attempts to depict yet
‘another scene of agricultural indus-
try, with as little success in accur-
acy. It shows reaping of the sugar
cane, means of {ransporting it, with
the sugar factory in the back ground.
At left foreground is a bank of grow-
ing cane; from which a part has been
cut; against it towards the centre is
a locally made two wheeled vehicle,
called a “dray,” to which is harness-
ed two mules with the head of a
third. The dray is partly loaded and
being loaded by three men, two of
whom are on it, the third is on the
ground passing up the cut cane to
the others. The man at the rear of
the dray is standing on the load that
is on it, but the growing cane be-~
hind him reaches above his head;
wonderful stalks those, they must be
grown in some part of the Island
not known to the general public. The
absurdity of the ensemble is deep-
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ened, by comparison of the height
of the man in white on the front of
the dray, with that of the near mule.
That animal measures 4mm at the
withers, the man is Tmm tall, is near-
ly twice as tall as the mule. Assum-
ing a mule of 14 hands, the man is
8’ 2" tall, or assuming a man of nor-
mal height about 5 9’ the mule is
10 hands or 3’ 4” at the withers. The
Editor of Gibbons “Monthly Journal”
commenting on this very point, sug-
gests that the mules must be Shet-
land ponies. Either we breed giants
as cane field workers, or we use im-
possibly small animals for the work
of haulage. In the middle distance
three {ramway or railway cars are
shown; a means of transportation al-
so used on the plantations; but the
box cars shown on the stamp de-
finitely are not, they are not prac-
ticable, very nearly impossible of use
for the purpose. The type used is
flat and open, frame ends and re-
movable stakes for sides, or of the
regular cane car type, open top,
frame ends with swinging, open
sides. In the back ground is the
sugar factory building, remarkable
for the obvious lack of means to un-
load drays and cane cars, viz., the
cane hoist, with its lofty mast and
boom, which with the chimney stack,
are the first objects seen from dis-
tance, long before the building can

e.

The 2/~ in purple brown and pale
blue shows “Bamboo Walk”, an en-
trancing stretch of roadside scenery
near to Holland Estate in the Parish
of St. Elizabeth, familiar to most
travellers by road from Kingston to
Montego Bay via Mandeville. The
road for some considerable distance,
is bordered on both sides by bamboe
trees of such a great height that the
tops lean towards and meet each
other ‘across the road, the vista giv~
ing impression of a vast Gothic nave
in some great Cathedral, but the
stamp promptly dispels the impres~
sion, by presenting a peasant wo-
man walking towards us, carrying
and easily balancing a basket on her
head. Quite often pictures are given
greater appeal, if there is presence
of animal life in action, but in this
instance the scene would have been
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much more impressive, were there
absence of that feature. Obviously
from a photograph, the conceived
jidea is good, but execution and pro-
duction are execrable. The woman
is yet another giantess, her height
entirely out of proportion with that
of the trees, and we cannot conceive
that anyone with the smallest regard
for physical comfort, would contem-
plate with equanimity, a motor-ride
over the terraced roadway that is
shown. We hasten to assure our
readers, that the stamp grossly libels
the road; the ride may be taken and
enjoyed in reasonable comfort, with
no more risk of damage to the car,
than there may be on any other road.
The artist or engraver or both, by use
of lines drawn across the face of the
stamp, are responsible for that ter-
raced effect. Lines drawn down the
face of the stamp, with dots and
dashes for effect of light and shade,
would have presented the roadway
more nearly as it really is, good and
sound. The colour combination is
most extraordinary, there are no
“blue bamboos” in Jamaica, and we
doubt existence in any part of the
world, it is a conception that sug-
gests origin similar to that respon-
sible for green elephants, pink rats,
and things of that kind. The natural
colour in which to display those
trees, is yellow green, colour and
shade which is easily obtained and
quite often used to print postage
stamps; why this incredibly fanciful
thing, indicative of a bad dream or
something equally disagreeable?

The 5/- is a redrawn adaptation of
its predecessor, in which it has gain-
ed nothing from the process, but
while its shades are wealker, they
are more pleasing than those of the
last previous printings.

The 10/- is a similar adaptation
of the preceding issue, to introduce
the Head of His reigning Majesty.
Comparison with its predecessor,
shows weakened colour shades, and
like others already mentioned, cre-
ates impression of poor imitation.
The centiral feature suffers in com-
parison, is much less pleasing and
impressive. The Head seems to be
smaller, and if recent photographs of
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His Majesty may be accepted as
faithful reproductions, they do not
support the obvious idea of elongated
jaw and weak chin, portrayed on the
stamp.

We do not know to whom we are
indebted for this series, selection of
the designs, execution of them, au-
thority that approved and passed
them for production and issue, but
we do know that the series as a
whole is most disappointing and un-
worthy. We have cited and com-
mented on defects numerous and
serious enough, to establish the fact
that the authority concerned, was ex-
ercised with complete ignorance of
the subject. Lack of.familiarity with
the subjects of the designs; lack of
imagination properly to portray
them; extreme carelessness in exe-
cution of the designs; incompetence
to check and correct that careless-
ness; are so very evident, that we
should not need to stress those points
but it is a source of irritation 1o
those -of us, who have some real in-
terest in the philately of our country,
and possessed of some small know-
ledge of matters of this kind, that
unpardonable carelessness and culp-
able incompetence, should be allow=d
to expose that philately to merited
ridicule, invite outside criticism
which can be and has been acidly
adverse; criticism which we cannot
attempt to controvert, which we are
compelled to recognise is well de-
served. None of the stamps is in
any sense attractive; none, except
those copied from their predecessors,
in any real sense advertises Jamaica,
except to her hurt and harm. Both
in the English and local press, re-
cent visitors fo the Island, have ex-
pressed poor opinion of our roads.
This writer knows that much of
what has been stated, is exaggera-
tion, that our main roads compare
favourably with all but the main
trunk routes in England and on the
Continent of Europe, but that is not
known to one and all, and in sup-
port of the criticism to which we
have referred, the 2/- is issued show-
ing one of the roads most travelled
by visitors, with a terraced surface!!
even if that condition were correctly
represented, why publish it to the
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world?, surely it is not something
to be proud of?

The “Daily Gleaner”, edition of
11th March, published a reprinted
article, entitled “The aesthetic char-
acteristics of the Postage Stamp’; a
lecture by Mons. Ouvre to the Paris
Philatelic Club. The gentleman is a
designer-engraver, and by his lecture
one is convinced that he is an artist
as well. We strongly recommend it
to the attention of those responsible
for the incongruities and travesties,
which have been displayed on the
new stamps; generally, they are what
one would expect in puerile attempts
at designing and drawing, but as we
cannot conceive that children in any
sense are responsible, the term ‘“hos-
_ tis sine gente” is more nearly cor-
rect. In the words Mons. Ouvre
probably would use, we would re-
mind them that “A Toeuvre on con-
nait Poeuvrier”; in the instances of
these stamps, the workmen have dis-
tinguished themselves with works
which amply demonstrate, that they
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are not remotely fit to have been en-
trusted with them.

The following table sets out figures
we have been able to obtain, of the
initial quantities of the new stamps
}caﬁ'inted, and the disposition made of

em.

i: Ban Dao 8
g | -3 = —
58§93 mdr sRd E
A8 283 522 al3v &
3d 4991392 408 25748 5017548
1d 4888568 408 19440 4908408
13d 2065806 408 14754 2080968
2d 96257 408 11743 108408
2% 108805 408 11195 120408
3d 106055 408 10945 117408
4d 106823 408 10177 117408
6d 104263 408 9737 114408
9d 267293 408 9182 276838
1/- 41878 408 9127 51408
2/- 33319 408 4721 384438
5/- 11543 408 3457 15408
10/- 9491 408 2509 12408

T’tls. 12831485 5304 1427356 12979524
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Drift

“Gibbons Stamp Monthly”, Janu-
ary, 1939, published a timely, but
incomplete article from the pen of
Mr. John S. Scrutton, entitled “Back
to the Postage Stamp”. The May
edition of the same journal publish-
ed sundry letters from readers, ex-
pressing agreement, but with no at-
tempt to argue or reason the writ-
er’'s views and opinions.

The gist of the article is to the
eflfect that, stamp collectors of their
free will, have made stamp collect-
ing too much complicated by diver-
sification, to include such side issue
items as registered covers, cachets,

booklets, miniature sheets, meter
stamps, specimens, “everything in
fact except postage stamps”, (the

writer omitted or forgot to list first
day covers, commemoratives, sou-
venirs) and suggests that desire for
those out of the way things, is born
of the fact that the modern collector
is spoiled, too little is left to person-
al effort, collecting is made too easy
for him by new issue services, and
the efforts of hundreds of dealers,
eager for the opportunity to satisfy
his requirements: ‘“gone is the thrill
of finding a long desired specimen
after years of search, gone is the
hunting through various encyclopae-
dias, to discover the meaning of a
stamp design, for full details can be
seen in any stamp magazine new
issue section. The stamp as a stamp
has lost its charm, and collectors
have looked for fresh grounds, but,
I think, in the wrong direction.”

There is much with which one can
agree, but not little with which one
does not. We wonder why in es-
says of the kind, seldom if ever is
there effort to place the cause of
drift, where largely, if not quite en-
tirely, it belongs, viz.,, the commer-
cialism to which the hobby is sub-
jected. The dealer used to fill a
very necessary place, in the struc-
ture of the hobby, but now, in this
as in no other, it is the dealer and
seller, not the collector and buyer,
who sets the pace,

In our opinion, philatelic journals
satisfy a great need, the information
they supply is both desirable and
useful. Not every collector has ac-
cess to encyclopaedias, the journals
provide what he needs, as he may
need if, and the cost is so very much
less, The thrill of finding is not
lost by any means, it still happens.
What probably has been affected is
the desire, urge, necessity to look,
search and know ones stamps, Al-
though stamp collecting without
frills, can be stated fairly to be ne-
glected by some quasi devotees, for
the side lines mentioned by the
writer, there is a far greater, much
larger number, fo each of whom it
remains the supreme attraction.

We agree that stamp collecting has
been made much too complicated,
that statement permits of little ar-
gument, but the writer’s idea that
development of the exiguous phases
or branches, enumerated by him and
added to by us, is responsible for
that condition, does not appear to us
to stand the ‘test of examination.
Consider them, does any present -
difficulty to understand? We can-
not see that any does, singly or in
group. They appear to us merely
to extend the field of interest and
possible activity; none is necessarily
vital, few at any time have been
traversed very usefully, and all are
pursued rather more for sensation,
than with philatelic object and un-
derstanding, but each and all may
be appraised readily by the indi-
vidual as desirable or not, to-be in-
dulged or rejected.

Not so with other factors, which
in fact and in every sense do com-
plicate., Possessed of; or given by
seductive . commercial advertisement;

-specious superficiality, they at least

are as exiguous as are the phases
listed by the writer, but their tenui-
ty, greater perhaps, (in some in-
stances definitely so) is not so readi-
ly obvious. They create complexity,
and for many the uneasiness of per-
plexity. No rational human permits
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if he can prevent, indefinite exist-
ence to conditions which disturb,
and to that reasonably we believe,
may be attributed drift from the
postage stamp and the vargaries cre-
ated for it, to other collectible items
that have some relation, are free of
those wvargaries, obtainable at mo-
céerate cost, and possessed of a mar-
et.

What are those vargaries, those
unreasonable conditions, which are
complex and perplex? We suggest
they may be found in the plethora
of meaningless, philatelically worth-
less things, represented and exploit-
ed by some dealers as varieties of
merit; the £freakish, capricious in-
consistency with which variety and
alleged variety are treated by the
same dealers.

Stamp collecting is a reasonable
pursuit, and those who follow it se-
riously, of necessity must be and are
reasonable, reasoning beings, The
first is shorn by prevailing condi-
tions of that status; the second can-
not maintain the claim if those con-
ditions are accepted. To point the
statement, almost any type of vari-
ation, plausibly may be argued, as
possessed of some measure of inter-
est, great or infinitesimal for one or
other group of collectors, e.g., one
may ignore any but positively dis-
tinctive shades, to another each and
every graduation faint or empha-
sised, is of importance, but if
“shades” be admitted as a class or
type of variety, applicable to any
given group of stamps, it is reason-
able to predicate that the same ap-
plication, is logical for all other
groups collected on the same basis.
In other words, if variety “A’ is of
philatelic interest and worth, when
it appears on the stamps of country
“B”, the same type of variety is of
precisely the same merit when it
appears on the stamps of country
“C”, That argument merely reiter-
ates Euclid’s simple axiom, “Things
which are equal to the same thing
are equal to one another”” Con-
versely, variety which is not of in-
{erest here, cannot have that inter-
est there. The possible, probable
exceptions to those simple, axioma-
tic rules, fall within very narrow
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limits, to the ron-specialist they are
noi, cannot be of importance, and
as the specialist, ultra-specialist, and
micro-specialist exist only in infini-
tesimal minority, they need not be
considered, especially so a they are
duite competent and capable to take
care of themselves, or should be.

To the wvast, overwhelming ma-
jority of common or garden collect-
ors, you and I, that detail would
seem to make the issue clear cut,
we would understand from it that
all wvariatien has interest for some
or other of us, we may not be agreed
on a standard of philatelic worth or
merit, each may determine to set a
standard for himself, and is entitled
to do so; we would also understand
that for any item to have financial
value at all, it must primarily have
philatelic worth, according to the
standard we may have adopted, and
that financial worth is governed by
supply and demand, Having set our
standard, observe the factual condi-
tions, which by frequent example
violate the rules we have cited, af-
front the reason of those who can
and do reason, perplex those who
may not. For instance, some pub-
lished literature informs that some
dealers pay no attention to variety
of inverted watermark, positively
implying that it is not of philatelic
interest, but in price lists of stamps
offered for sale, that variety under
some countries, is listed at enhanced
price, implying that it is of philatelic
merit and of special commercial
value; WHY? We find that pres-
ence or not of watermark is similar-
ly treated, commercially wvaluable
here, there if is - ignored, Partial
double impression on a stamp of one
country, is a high priced variety of
another of at least as great rarity
with established market value, there
is no readily available record. “Pre-~
pared for use but not issued”, des-
cribes something which never has
been a postage stamp, listed as va-
riety of high price and great rarity
among stamps of one country, but
in the stamps of another where the
variety has greater measure of rar-
ity and established commercial value
the record is scrappy and almost non-
existent, There is wide discrimina-



tion in price for perforation say
11 x 10, as variety of 10 x 11, but in
others where the wvariation is say
{rom 14 to 14 x 133, the item is too
trumpery for notice, a change of
perforation here is given prominence
at enhanced price, there it is ig-
nored; overprint in ink that glistens,
provides variety of specially al-
leged importance, and positive phil-
atelic interest, over another on simi-~
lar stamps in the same characters in
ink that doesn’t; a spaced letter or
figure here is of importance, there
it is mnot; a period or stop out of
alignment on this stamp demands
special attention and is worth more
than the normal, on that one it is
not worthy of mention. Impressive-
ly extensive lists of varieties of pa-
per in texture, shade, and even of
paper makers, are made of some is-
sues of stamps, similar variations of
definite existense in others are ig-
nored. Those are but some of the
irrational, philatelically irresponsi-
ble anomalieg, introduced by stamp
dealers, which the collector of to-
day is asked and expected to swal-
low, hook, line and sinker, without
murmur. To escape the obvious re-
proach, it has been stated by some,
that their lists are mnot logical; the
reasoning collector long since dis-
covered that on his own, and freed
himself of those trammels.

What can the average collector
who reasons, make of that chaotic
condition? There is but one conclu-
sion open to him, viz., that true phil-
ately has no sort of place in the
hands of dealers, it is betrayed and
violated in every possible respect,
for purpose of business gain at the
expense of collectors; it is com-
merce and commercial interests,
with all that that may mean, which
are served for the benefit of deal-
ers. 'That conclusion is made clear
and positive, if he seeks to learn of
the dealer “why” of any of those
vargaries, He will be told that we
list and price wvariety “A” on the
stamps of “B”, because a large num-~
ber of collectors is interested, the
demand is strong; we leave it alone
where the stamps of “C” are con-
cerned, because there is no demand,
the stamps are not popular. That
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being the position, it is easy to un-
derstand how and why, alleged va-
riety of minute or no philatelic
worth, is boosted for sale where the
stamps of “B” are concerned. Ini-
mical to the interests of the hobby,
that procedure is not dishonest; it
is usual business policy to create
markets for this or that thing, and
to exploit those markets, but it is
most essential for the buyer of
stamps and their varieties, fo know,.
understand, be alive and on guard
against conditions which are not
precisely in his interests. The col-
lector who thinks and reasons will
be, but he who does not is apt to be
caught every time. Relying. on the
advertised catch phrase, “we guar-
antee the stamps we sell”, he is
slow to realise that while the guar-
antee, sincerely may refer to au-
thenticity of the stamps offered, it
has no sort of reference fo reliabili-
ty of status for the variety adver-
tised. An alleged variety of paper,
for which high premium is asked
and obtained, may prove to be a
changeling; so may a shade; ac-
tually depreciated things but that is
no sort of consolation to him who,
relying on the dealers offer an ap-
parent guaraniee, has paid the
price; he has no redress, intention-
ally or not he has been deceived
by what, questionably one may des-
cribe as careless, ignorant, or too
enthusiastic salesman-ship; question-
able for the reason that, the urge
is not by any mears always the sug-
gested impel; definitely not, if we
are to credit the dealer with the
deep, concerned interest in philately;
vrecise, wide, all embracing know-
ledge of philately; which he claims

nossess and exercise; the facts
point strongly and positively to
dominance of commercial interest.

Confronted with those conditions,
it is entirely understandable that
some collectors become disgusted
with them, refuse longer to be
“mugs” as they describe themselves,
decide to leave stamp collecting
alone, abandon it altogether or
transfer their interest to some other

phase, where conditions are less
doubtful. Others:have strength of
character and courage nf their
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opinions to carry on, apply intelli- them, resist those machinations on
gence that discriminates, refuse fo their pockets, and unfortunately not
accept the stupidities - foisted on a few continue to be just “mugs.”

T e
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A Lost Opportﬁnity

G. C. GUNTER

In the new series of pictorial
stamps for Jamaica, only five new
designs have been introduced, viz.,
the 24, 44d., 1/-, and 2/-.

Like those of similar values of
the last series they do not reflect
any orginality of thought, but mere-
ly follow what is now being regard-
ed as the conventional, intended to
demonstrate or advertise some of the
natural attractions of the stamp is-
suing country, and its agricultural
or industrial resources, from which
is derived the wealth o[ the people.

It is apparent that an artist de-
signer, has not been consulted in
connection with the subjects of our
new stamps, which are merely at-
tempts to depict the industry and
scenic beauty of Jamaica,

The neo-conventional idea of pro-
ducing pictures on stamps for ad-
vertising purposes has been accepted
and followed by Jamaica. It has
served the purpose in the five new
designs to show bananas, sugar cane,
citrus fruit, the commercial water-
front of Kingston, and the beauti-
ful bamboo-~lined road near Lacovia
in the parish of St. Elizabeth—a
scene of unigue natural beauty met
with nowhere else in the Island, al-
though the bamboo flourishes on the
hill-side as luxuriantly as it does on
the arid plains, or along the banks
of refreshing streams.

But in producing these stamps,
due consideration apparently has not
been given to the importance of mak-
ing them attractive instead of the
labels with pictures and duty tablets
that have been produced.

More thought should have been
diven to the selection of colours,
and to better perspective. Instead
of the frees in the citrus grove of
the 4d stamp being coloured brown,
and the bamboos of the 2/- stamps
in blue, the central designs wouwld
have been more in keeping with Na-
ture had they been shown in green.
The frames and inset of the King’s
Head would have made a delight-

ful contrast if printed in red, purple
or black.

But apart from--this colour varia-
tion, it does seem a pity that the
idea was followed to display citrus
and sugar canes. Those products
are common to several other coun-
tries, and but for the word
“Jamaica” on the stamps that show.
those industries, the vignettes could
very well have been used for Trini-
dad, British Honduras or Palestine,
where the citrus fruit industry exists,
for Barbados and other West Indian
islands, that depend largely on the
production of sugar for the liveli-
hood of their people,.

Not much imagination was ne-
cessary to suggest the banana, for
the reason that the product is the
main-stay in Jamaica, where more

.bananas are produced than in any

other tropical couniry within, or out-
side of the British Empire.

‘What little artistic value there is
in the stamps is completely dis-
counted by the ridiculous propor-
tions of the figures shown on them.
On the 4d stamp the woman gather-
ing the fruit, appears in giant pro-
portion to the tree from which she
plucks the oranges, and on the 1/-
stamp the men loading the mule
wagon with cane, make the mules
appear like dwarfed animals. The
bunches of bananas carried on the
labourer’s head, shown on the 3d
stamp, are mnot drawn correctly.
These faults would have been avoid-
ed had the designs been drawn by
artists, and reduced from the ori-
ginal drawing to suit the engraver.

When the first complete issue of
pictorial stamps was conceived for
Jamaica by Governor Sir Leslie
Probyn, he recognized the need for
producing stamps that would com-~
bine Art and Commerce. In that
issue there are at least two subjects
that gave the Artist inspiration to
conceive and 111ustrate His Excel-
lency’s ideas.

In the composite design of the 5/-
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stamp, the vignetfe is a pictorial al-
legory, meant to convey the idea of
the generally accepted meaning of
the old Spanish name of the Island:
“Xyamaca”, to suggest to all who
may see it, that Jamaica is a tropi-
cal island, blessed with wealth of
beautiful scenery, lovely woods, de-
lightful streams of sparkling water,
and a climate in which all those na-
tural attractions, may be appreciated
and enjoyed to the full. The Vignette
shows Agquarius, looking from his
empyrean seat down upon one of
many such sylvan scenes; a wooded,
shaded glade, through which a
stream from the distani hills, bab-
bles on its way. The idea of sensu-
ous enjoyment is provided, by pres-
ence of the woodland god Pan, who,
seated on a rock beside the stream,
is piping his call to unseen nymphs,
summoning them perhaps to his Lu-
percalia. A brilliant idea, well con-
ceived and expressed by the Artist
designer illustrating Jamaica as she
is with all parts of the design in ac-
ceptable perspective.

Another production from the Gov-
ernor’s artistic conception was the
10/~ stamp of the same series, ‘which,
although of conventional design in
that it shows the Head of Jamaica’s
King and Supreme Lord, reaches
away from convention and introduc-
es the two winged Cherubim that
support the medallion in which the
Head of the King is set, making the
whole design unique and of artistic
value.

Two other stamps of the series are
also remarkable for their beauty and
colouring, as well as for their his-
toric value, namely, the 2/- Rodney
Memorial in its gracefully hand-
some setting at Spanish Town, and
the 3/- showing the statue of Sir
Charles Metcalfe, placed on the
shores of Kingston harbour, and fac-
ing the city,

No better selections than these
two subjects for our postage stamps.
could have been made, typical of
our history, to remind our people
and others, of the splendid qualities
of the men porfrayed who did so
much for the island. But the stamvs
also serve to show, how the artist
can make designg attractive, and
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free them from that boring sense
experienced when viewing pictures
spoilt by poor perspective or unat-
tractive colouring.

Rodney’s Memorial was executed
by Bacon. It is said to be one of his
principal works, and how well the
reproduction of this masterpiece on
our 2/~ stamp has been treated, has
been made known by the volume of
praise and appreciative comment
that has been given to if, as a Ja-
maican stamp of outstanding merit.

The 3/- stamp which illustrates
the Memorial, erected by grateful
Jamaicans to a man who was one of
Jamaica’s best Governors, is made
striking by the handsome colour
combination used in its production,
the purple of the central design
blending in excellent harmony with
the orange of the frame.

As a matter of interest, I suggest
that those who can, should visit the
locality of the statue, and see for
themselves the inscription on the
front upper pedestal and on the
other faces, respectively the Arms
of Jamaica, those of the house of
Metcalfe; and truly emblematic of
this great man; the figures of Jus-
tice and Mercy.

On the lower pedestal the Jamai-
ca Institute in 1892 placed a tablet,
which records that “12 feet west of
the centre of the pedestal,” Com-
mander Green, U.S.N, in 1875 erect-
ed the longitude station of Kingston
and found it to be 5h. 7Tm. 10.65.5.
(716° 47 39.8”) West of Greenwich.

Philatelists in Jamaica and other
parts of the British Empire, were
pleased with the first pictorial se-
ries of the island’s stamps, which
have been described as being in the
front rank of pictorial Colonial de-
signs, and it is a pity that the op-
portunity given by the accession of
His present Majesty was not used to
produce a second pictorial series
equal to, or surpassing the first in
beauty, originality of design and
historical value.

In conclusion, I would like to pav
tribute to the Bahamas, for ifs 8d.
stamp showing Flamingoes in flight,
Barbados for its Victory stamps,
Bermuda for the historical issue of
1921, British Guiana for the 2¢. Cen-
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tenary picturing the Indian shoot-
ing fish with his primitive bow and
arrow, and Cayman Islands for its
1d. of 1935 showing the Booby bird.
Those stamps portray particulars,
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that should stimulate thought for
similar ideas when the next issues of
postage stamp for Jamaica may be
considered.
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A Day on a Banana Plantation in Jamaica.

By HERBERT CAREY.

Ep. NotTe. The following story does
not possess direct philatelic value, but it
8 informatlive and possibly will have
some interest for recaders, for the reas-
on that in connection with the new
stamps, extensively dealt with in this
edition, the banana of necessily is one
of the main features. The damage by
Panama Disease referred to by the wri-
ter, has Ueen dwarfed in recent years by
the much morec formidalble and rapid
“Leaf Spot, also known as QSigatoka
or Cercospora Musae.

“Busha!, Busha!l, cow in a de ba-
nana walk, sah!!. Loud rapping at
my door wakens me to hear that
statement. Translated into normal
English, it means that steers have
broken or leapt a fence, into a sec-
.tion of growing bananas. They must
not be left there, as in very short

time they can and will do large
damage. These animals pastured
on a banana plantation, develop

quite a liking for the fruit in any
stage of maturity, and left to them-
selves are canny enough to select
from bearing trees, only those with
well matured fruit. A steer will
place his forehead against a tree,
push it over and partially eat the
stem of fruit brought down with it,
tire of that, select and treat another
in like fashion; as much or more is
destroyed as is eaten. If the section
be of young trees without fruit, he
will tear off, not crop, the leaves
and by tearing, dragging at the
leaves, perhaps bring down the
tree, damage it seriously, probably
beyond recovery, so these steers
must be driven out ‘pronto’, and if
found necessary, the fence, to the
particular section repaired at once.

Lighting my kerosene lamp, my
watch tells me it is 3.05 o’clock of
a Monday morning. Yawning vig-
orously and pulling on my clothes
I am aware of rain beating on the
recof of corrugated iron, and swear-
ing none too gently at my rotten
Juck, having to turn out at such an
hour in such beastly weather, the
door is opened, I meet the man who
has called me, learn in which section

the damage is being done, lead the
way to the store room, get out lan-
terns, whips and my saddle, thence
to the stables, saddle and mount my
mule. Off we go in the pelting rain
to stop the damage, on the way
calling out two other resident la-
bourers. Arrived at the spot, we
can see nothing, but we can and do
hear falling and pulling down of
trees. Three animals at least, pro-
bably four or five are at work and
responsible for that noise. The sec-
tion must be closely and completely
searched, all the animals found
driven out. As a section may be
anything from 20 to 50 acres in ex-
tent, filled with banana trees plant-
ed 11 feet each way apart, the task
in the dark and rain promises to be
long and tiresome. One by one we
discover and drive out four steers,
and being certain that there are no
more, the fences are examined by
riding or walking vright around
them, and found in good order.
Some wretched idiot must have left
a pasture gate open or unfastened,
but to think of enquiry to place the
blame, is a waste of time, no one
ever leaves a gate open, though they
are sometimes found so. At odd
times, very oddly, the arimals are
able most mysteriously to open the
gate; they never seem able to do so
when the fastening has been seen to
by myself or other responsible em-
ployee; but that is the story I am
expected to believe, and unless the
culprit is caught in the very act, it
is useless to try to trace him or her.

Our job done, back we go to the
barracks. It is now after five
o'clock, day is breaking, the rain
has ceased, and at what seems
racing speed there comes a gorgeous
sunrise, su¢h as only the tropics
produce. The greyness of dawn
gives place to a rich, roseate hue,
rapidly followed by a bright sheen
of gold, and with a burst of brilli-
ant light the sun is above the
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horizon. The trees in radiant
verdure, are shedding diamonds
of rain drops that sparkle and
scintillate in the light, the dis-

tant mountains are in an alluring
shade of pastel blue, with here and
there a feather of fog, really many
feet in height and some yards in
width, that rising is being dissipated
by the sun, the air is without chil],
cool and bracing, and one feels that
it is good to be alive. At my digs,
a bath and change of clothes is fol-
lowed by breakfast of eggs and ba-
con or ham, roasted breadfruit,
bread and butfer, sundry cups of
coffee, enough for three ordinary
men. About 7 o'clock, having ascer-
tained that the waggon drivers are
getting their teams ready, some with
mules others with steers; two of the
latter the very rogues responsible
for my extra early rising; again I
mount my mule and am off to ar-
range work that is to be done, in-
spect and supervise work that is
under way or should be. An or-
der received on the previous Satur-
day, for fruit to be shipped by rail
to connect with a vessel due to load
that Monday night, needs sustained
attention. The sections to be cut or
harvested -had been decided then,
and riding through them with a
headman, a general selection of the
fruit to be cut is made. About an
hour later we are back at the start-
ing point, where the waggons have
begun to load, the fruit that is
being brought out is seen, the gen-
eral run ascertained to be of the
standard required, viz., full or ma-
tured fruit for America, three quar-
ters matured for Canada or Eng-
land. In one of the sections a case
of Panama disease was discovered,
it must be dealt with at once. A
waggon is despatched to the bar-
racks for barbed wire, staples and
tools; labourers are called Ifrom
other work, posts are cut, brought
to the spot, holes dug and a fence
is built around the legal area, to
take in the diseased tree and its
neighbours. It is a legal requirement
with penalty of a heavy fine, that
each case of known or suspected Pan-
ama Disease be placed in guarantine
at once, to prevent progress through

‘are largely wused for the
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the infected area, by people, ani-
mals, or use of tools or implements
of any kind. If that be permitted,
the funegnid spores of the disease are
readily and rapidly circulated, even-
tually to the destruction of the en-
tire plantation. In diseased areas
the irees must be cut down and cut
up, the whole area fenced in and
treated with quicklime and/or crude
oil to destroy all vegetation within
it, and prevent recovery for an in-
definite period. The area is said to
be lost for all time, in so .ar as cui-
tivation of bananas is concerned, buf
is available for other crops that are
immune to the disease.

That done, new sections being
prepared for cultivation are visited.
Woodland must be cleared of trees
and undergrowth, stumps taken out,
usually by burning; cleared lands
ploughed and harrowed; ploughed
and harrowed land ferced and plant-
ed; planted land kept free of weeds
and lightly harrowed. Most of this
work is done with American ma-
chines and implements, but the “Gy-
rotiller,” has been introduced and
is unapproached for the sub-soil,
heavy ploughing that it does. Am-
erican tractors, ploughs, harrows
lighter
worls. :

Riding back by way of the sec-
tions under harvest, more is seen of
the fruit that is being harvested,
and I learn how many stems have
been. brought out, what sections are
still to be cut, when probably they
will be finished, whether the trans-
portation provided will get all the
fruit to the railway in time, as the
train must be despatched to permit
of arrival at shipping point for un-
loading, check, inspection and if
considered necessary, regrading, all
without delay to the loading and
despatch of the vessel, as she must
Jeave to make arrival at destination
on a given date and time, in order
to take advantage of market condi-
tions. Fruit that has been rejected
from the field is inspected to learn
why, and if, as sometimes happens,
any is, due to immaturity of the
fruit, the responsible individual
hears about it on the spot. It is
now well after twelve o’clock, noon,
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and I need my lunch.

After lunch office work is attend-
ed to, the case of Panama disease is
reported to the Government Inspec-
tor, who requires assurance that the
regulations have been complied
with, and arranges fo call and su-
pervise treatment of the diseased or
infected area, or to inspect and ap-
prove or not, the treatment that we
may have given. The mail is gone
through, returns for the previous
week are scrutinised, criticised,
signed and posted; telephone calls
are made and answered, a further
visit is made to the harvested area,
and if matters are moving smoothly
there or are about concluded, the
day’s field work may be said to be
over, but one is not always quite so

. fortunate, as harvesting and loading

of fruit ray extend into the dark.
It sometimes occurs that one of the
other points from which fruit is
being sent, goes short of its esti-
mate, and during that Monday
afternoon I may have received a
message increasing my order, when
work must be speeded up and press-
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ed to comply with the total require-
ment. A cup of tea, and if I have
been lucky, relaxation for an hour
or so, dinner and I am back in the
office to have a fight with figures,
spending an hour or two or three or
four to get out any special irforma-
tion that may be required, prepare
estimates of costs of production un-
der sundry heads of detail, modify
or increase them as changing con-
ditions may suggest, all with ex-
planatory notes showing the why
and wherefore, yield being the im- -
portant factor, as if that increases
or decreases, costs go down or up.
There is regular routine of office
work to be covered, and field work
of one kind and another to be su-
pervised, inspected, checked and
taken over, all from day to day, and
watch kept over expense,

Taken all together it is interesting
work and a healthy life, from which
the usual amenities are not exclud-
ed. social teas, dancing, tennis, cric-
ket, golf, bridge are all available
when time permits, and if distance
is not beyond one’s compass,
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Commemoratives.

Recently we were given pleasant
and much appreciated opportunity,
to read correspondence of 46 years
ago, that passed between Mr.
Arthur S. Finzi of “Emmaville,”
South Camp Road, Kingston, and
the then Colonial Secretary. Mr.
Finzi, guick to accept the idea of
commernorative stamps, first prac-
iised by the United States of Ameri-
ca, by its issue of stamps 2nd Janu-
ary, 1893, commemorative of Col-
umbus, by letter dated 28th Janu-
ary of the same year, advocated
emulation by the Government of
Jamaica, for action during 1894, to
commemorate discovery of the
Island by Columbus in 1494, His
suggested series to mark the quar-
ter centenary, judged by modern
standards, was very modest, only
the id., 1d., 2d. and 24d. denomina-
tions were mentioned for the series,
and he added a new and special de-
nomination, for issue in special de-
sign, viz, 63d., for the combined rate
of over seas postage 2id.,, and re-
gistration fee of 4d., adding that the
issue should be current for one year
only. His advocacy of the idea was
based primarily on the free adver-
tisement the Island would receive
in sundry different languages,
through the philatelic journals in
the several countries of the world;
certainty of reimbursement of the
cost, of profit on the venture,
through sales of the stamps to col-
lectors the world over. The sug-
gestion was refused, as the “Gover-
nor did not think any good purpose
would be effected” by adopting the
suggestion,

Somewhat tardily by comparison,
the Jamaica Philatelic Society of
that day, forwarded in April, 1894,
a petition signed by nine of its
members with F, R. Barker as Hon.
Secretary, addressed ‘to Sir Neale
Porter, the Colonial Secretary, for
submission to His Excellency the
Governor (Sir Henry Arthur
Blake), praying that a commemora-
tive series of stamps be issued to
mark, the four hundredth anniver-

sary of discovery of the Island by
Columbus. The submissions in sup-
port of the prayer, were much on
the lines offered by Mr. Finzi, and
the suggested series also was mod-
est, the denominations mentioned
were 3d., 1d., 2d., 23d., 4id., and
5d. The file of papers does not
disclose reply from the Colonial
Secretary, but history indicates that
if there was one, it probably was in
terms similar fo those used in reply
to Mr. Finzi, as we know that the
suggested series did not materialise.
Sundry press clippings of the period,
focund with the papers, indicate that
the Society. inspired a press cam-
psign in support of its plea. Suc-
cess of the United States Columbus
issue was stressed, the volume of
sales quoted, estimated profit stated,
enhanced financial wvalue of the
stamps, and prospect of farther ad-
vance displayed, to emphasize de-
sirability for the local issue, all
without avail.

Jamaica escaped then we firmly
believe, only because the petitioners
were about three years too late. Sir
Henry Blake but very recently, had
been made aware of the final figures
relative to his venture, the Jamaica
Exhibition of 1891, and with that
knowledge we doubt that he would
have been at all inclined to embark
on any other venture, which had
the smallest element of speculation,
but we are sure that had the sug-
gestion for a special issue of stamps,
designed to advertise the Island and
the Exhibition, been made in time
for that purpose, the stamps with-
out doubt would have been added
to our list of issues.

Last year, 1938, there was sug-
gestion by the then» Mayor of King-
ston and others, that there should
be a commemorative series, to mark
the hundredth anniversary of eman-
cipation from slavery in this Island.
The Mayor made no secret, he was
quite unashamed of his advocacy,
which was strictly wutilarian, the
proceeds to be used to build a new

Court House in the corporate area.
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He was certain that no loss of reve-
nue to the Government would ac-
crue, as stamp collectors would buy
the issue in very large amounts. A
writer in the “Daily Gleaner,”
“Meddler II,” claimed the idea as
his originally, that it was an oppor-
tunity not to be missed, by which
several thousands of pounds could
be raised, without any hardship on
local people, and supported the
Mayor in his proposal to take the
matter to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, in effort to have him
over-ride the Governor’s veto. Most
of us having been subject to the late
Governor’s (Sir Edward Denham)
doctrine of ‘“tax mindedness,” and
his penchant for finding and impos-
ing new and additional forms of
taxation, will we think attribute his
veto to the proposed issue of stamps,
as having been firmly inspired by
Mr. Ormsby Gore, who was then
Secretary of State for the Colonies.
(now Lord Harlech),

We now learn of yet another ef-
fort to inflict a commemorative
stamp or stamps on Jamaica, in con-
nection with the projected Scout’s
Jamboree, to be held here during
1940. We ftrust it will have as
much good fortune, as did the others
to which we have referred, just
that much and no more.

“WHY"” commemoratives?, “WHY
NOT” commemoratives?”” what are
the arguments for and against such
issues? Those who advocate them,
usually argue that as stamp collec-
tors, they like to have items in their
collections, wnica portray historical
events, matters of importance are
recorded pictorially and perma-
nently in easily visible and portable
form, there is no necessity to re-
read lengthy, probably dry and un-
interesting history; if" that can be
done to appeal to adults, it should
be excellent for purpose of teach-
ing the young; on the kindergarten
principle we suppose; for the rea-
son that stamp collecting has strong
attraction for them. Incidentally,
such special issues, create a source
of additional revenue for the Gov-
errment, should help to keep direct
taxation down, and the stamps are
claimed to advertise the couniry.

41

More or less those ere the argu-
ments, or themes for arguments, ad-
vanced by the advocates of special
commemorative issues. Without ex-
ception, we find them shallow, un-
convincing and based on false pre-
mise. We apply this test; let some-
one with more money than sense
ascertain the designs advocated, get
them out in the most attractive form
as poster stamps, and try to sell them
to those who are so keen to have
them in their albums as postage
stamps; would he succeed to sell them
or would he lose the money he had
ventured? We do not think there
is any sort of doubt of the answer,
even though the poster stamps satis-
fy all but one of the desires of ths
advocates of special postal emis-
sions; assuredly he would lose the
money he had invested, for the one
and only reason that there is not,
and not likely to be a rising market
for the poster items. There is but
one reason and only one object for
special postal commemoratives, it is
to make easy money, first by the
government that issues them, next
by those who invest in them to sell
at a profif.

Each and every one of the desires
openly expressed by the advocates
for, is capable of satisfaction by
issue of stamps in the desired de-
signs, in the regular, normal series.
Stamps in that series which com-
memorate historical incidents, por-
tray the industry, flora, fauna, scene-
ry of the country concerned, are of
particular interest and serve the
philately of the country. If they
can be and are issued in the normal
series, what possible necessily can
there be to remove them from that
emission, and make special items of
them? From the general point of
view, there is none; from that of the
philatelist there is none; from that
of efficient operation of the postal
service, which is the prime consid-
eration, there is none.

The reason for the effort made
here in 1893 to commemorate dis-
covery of the Island by Columbus,
with issue of special stamps in ap-
propriated designs, was satisfied in
1921 by issue of the first pictorial
3d., but it was not a special issue,
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just one of the regular series, and
therefore was not eagerly, gushing-
ly received, even though all but one
of the desires, of those who pre-
viously had strongly advocated it,
pressed for it as a special issue of 28
years before, were satisfied. The his-
tory it portrays, has been held before
the public and stamp collectors, for
upwards of 17 years, but we have not
seen any special publicity given to
that fact nor to the subject of the
design. What became of the keen
interest displayed in the same sub-
ject in 1893?, evaporated, vanished
because the stamp was not a special
commemorative.

The efforts made by misguided
stamp collectors, have developed a
condition in which few governments
need to be prompted or pressed, to
issue special stamps based on the
{limsiest excuses as commemora-
tives of this or that thing. A his-
tory of all such issues probably
would make a hefty volume, which
if  compiled impartially, should
malke excellent reading for our advo-
cates, those of them who retain any
balance at all. Mention of but one
only of the most recent, should de-
monstrate to what excess the abuse
can be and is taken. There was a
motor exhibition in Germany Feb.-
Mar. 1938, and on 17th Teby. the
Government issued a special set of
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three commsmorative stamps, to -
commemorate the event. Each vis-
itor to the exhibition was permit~
ted to purchase but two sefs. One
may reasonably forecaste that, as
soon as the collectors of stamps who
take those things, have pushed up
the price by their demand, aided of
cours2 by the pretence of scarcity,
someone in Germany will be dis-
covered who will have a number of
sets for sale; oh yes, but at a con-
siderable premium over the face
value. Obviously just another ramp,
the victims of which will be precise~
ly those collectors who simply will
have asked, begged for that exploit-
ation, by importunate advocacy of
commemorative issues, made spe-
cially for them. That practice 1is
an exceedingly dangerous one to in-
troduce in any country; there never
is nor can be any guarantee that, the
authority at any time in power will
not exploit it, the tempting results
possible in the initial stages usually
are too strong to be resisted; and for
that reason collectors of stamps
would be well advised to leave well
alone, they advocate those issues to
their potential, ostensible harm, de-
terioration in the market values of
their collections, which is precisely
the opposite of what, by their ad-
vocacy, they hope- and exvect 1o
achieve.
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The Text of a Paper read at Cambridge at the Morning Session of the Phila-
telic Congress of Great Britain, Friday, 24th June, 1938 by E. F. Hurt,
Esq., Reproduced from the Congress Year Book for 1938.

The Local and Private Posts and Their Im-
- portance in Philately and Postal History

When I read a paper at the last
Bath Congress on the “Importance
of Postal History” I stressed the
fact that the study of adhesive
stamps and the collection of such
represented only a very small por-
tion of the vast field of Postal His-
tory, and that collectors who con-
fined themselves to these were only
dabbling on the fringe of our hobby.
I said that in neglecting the study
of postmarks, rates and means of
transport they were not only de-
priving themselves of much that
was of far greater interest, but that
they were also neglecting informa-
tion which would lead them to put
a higher value on their stamps and
which might prevent them in many
cases from falling into errors and
being at financial loss.

I think I may say that the points
raised in my paper were supported
by the great majority of those who
attended that Congress. There were
certain speakers, however, who
while they did not seem able actually
to disagree with the points that I

-raised, still evidently counted them-

selves among the diehards, and con-
fessed that to them ‘‘the stamp was
the thing”, and maintained that they
intended their collections to start and
end with the stamp as such.

I do not wish to-day to raise an-
other storm by stressing that side
of vostal history which is concerned
with the pre-stamp period or which

embraces the study of postal rates

and postmarks, so that those who
were among the “Noes” at Bath can
sit tight with the assurance that old
wounds will not be opened. On the

other hand I think possibly the title-

of mv paper will warn them that I
am likely to open fresh wounds and
<end them away with the feeling that
I am incorrigible. if not with hon-
ourable scars of conflict. : -

Those of you whose philatelic re-
ligion is bound up in the covers of
Gibbons’ Catalogue, or in fact in any
of the other standard catalogues, are
sure to raise a cry of “heresy!” when
I say at the outset that what are so
often dubbed — quite erroneously
—as “Locdl” stamps, are not"only of
just as much. interest as the issues
catalogued to-day by our old friend
Gibbons, but, in the majority of
cases, have been of considervably more
importance and had a far better rea-
son for their postal status than many
government issues and certainly than
any stamps which can be classed as
“commemoratives”.

In order that those collectors who
were fed on the catalogue after being
weaned from the bottle—by this,
please note I mean milk bottle, be-
cause I fully realise that many phil-
atelists to-day would hate to be de-
nied any other form of sustenance
which is obtained by the drawing of
a cork may not at this® juncture
rise en masse and invade the
platform, thinking I am about to
slander a catalogue which has ‘for
so long been the mainstay of collect-
ors in Great Britain and the Colo-
nies, let me say at once that, while
I look with some disfavour on the
present composition of Gibbons’ Cat-
aloaue. I realise that it is onlv a
trade list, and therefore the nublish-
ers have every right to include or
omit at their option. But let me

-add. here and now. that while Gib-

bons’ at one time did their hest to
form a ecatalogue representative of
the Tlegitimate stamn issues of the
world. it is they themselves who
have fallen from grace since the end
of the last centurv, '

Up to 1899 Gibbons’ Catalogue of
adhesive stamns consisted of three

‘parts — .British. Foreien and ILocal

—but in.1900 they decided perhaps
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that the “Local” section of their cat-
alogue wag on a -similar footing to
the Apocrypha. They differed, how-
ever, from the compilers of the Bi-
ble in that instead of recognising
their “Local” catalogue as a supple-
ment of interest at least to students,
they ceased to allow it to be printed
altogether.

I imagine if my good friend the
editor were consulted, he would
state that the reason for the suppres-
sion of the “Local” catalogue was
that Gibkons” had decided no longer
to itrade in these stamps for econ-~
ornic reasons, and therefore the rea-
son lor this section also ceased fo ex-
ist. In this they are fully within
their rights. But I do quibble with
them on one head, and that is that
they have not been consistent.

If the present Gibbons is supposed
to contain only stamps issued by the
postal authorities of the different
governments, and not stamps of pri-
vate companies, why then do they
still include such things as the
“Lady McLeod” stamp of Trinidad,
the stamps of the Suez Canal Co., or
the one and only stamp of Tierra del
Fuego? The “Lady McLeod” stamp
remains in the catalogue, I presume,
because it is a rarity and has always
fetched a high price, although I doubt
if one could order this stamp from
Gibbons’ at any given date with any
assurance of being supplied with it.
However, apart from the fact that
the “Lady McLeod” is not the rarest
of what I term “Local” or “Private”
issues, the very +fact that certain
private stamps are included in this
catalogue is surely a reason why
other private stamps of a similar na-
ture should be considered of just as
great an importance, if not by those
who compile catalogues, at least by
all serious collectors.

Fortunately many collectors in
the past, and possibly still more to-
day, are interested in these private
issues, and realise both their inter-
est. importance and value.

While there is no catalogue to-day
which includes all these issues, we
can get information on many of them
if we consult the various standard
catalogues of the world. by which
I mean Gibbons’, Yvert, Michel and
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Scott and, in so far as the private
issues of certain countries are con-
cerned, we have separate specialised
catalogues for them. The stamps
of the Treaty Ports of China—in-
cluding some which are certainly of
doubtiul necessary status—are to be
found studied in great detail not only
in certain handbooks but in the very
excellent catalogue of Pappadopoulo.
The hotel ‘posts of Switzerland are
very fully catalogued by Zumstein.
I do not think that there is a better
listing of the Scandinavian locals,
except in regard fo those of Den-
mark, than that contained in Gib-
bons’ Catalogue of 1899.

Here are the private and local
posts listed in three standard world
catalogues: —

Gibbons:

Bonelli’s
Company.

British and Irish Magnetic Tele-
graph Company.

The British Telegraph Company.

Submarine Telegraph Company.

United Xingdom Telegraph Com-
pany.

National Telephone Company.

Mafeking Siege Stamps.

Suez Canal Company.

Samoan Express Company (Agar,
1877-81).

Davis’ Post, Samoa, 1887-93.

Fiji “Times” Post.

Lady McLeod.

Tierra del Fuego.

Thurn & Taxis. .
Pacific Steam Navigation Com- -
pany (Peru).
Duro and Castel
Spain. :
Russian Navigation Co., 1865-68.

Uganda Missionaries.
b. Scinde Dawk.

Electric Telegraph

stamps of

You will see that I have not in-
cluded Government or Municipal
Locals such as the Locals of Stock-
holm or the Swiss Cantonals, nor the
Postmasters stamps, the U.S. semi-
official Carriers stamps, the Uruguay
Diligencias or the revolutionary is-
sues and so forth, many of which
are on the border line but are not
“private” posts within my category.

Possibly the British Consular Mail
of Madagascar and the British In-
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land Mail and the issues of Sarawak
to 1888 and the stamps of Shanghai
might be included.

In Ywvert, and not in Gibbons:—
b Amiens.
Turkish Admiralty S.S. Co.
R.M.S. Co.
La Guaira and Porto Cabello
Ship Stamps.
Hamburg America Line.
Enterprise I.danos Posts of
Turkey. .
Scadta Air Posts.
b Valenciennes.

In Michel, but not in Gibbons or
vert: —
Danube Steam Navigation Co.
b Insurgent stamps of Valona.
b Locals of Warsaw and Polish
Cities.
b Greenland Mails 1905-30 (un-
der Government direction).
German Submarine Stamps of
the Deutsche Ozean-Reede-
rei.
Bialystok issue of German
Army Kommando, 1916.
b Sultanate of Swaheli (German
East Africa).
b Reval Locals.
b Principality of Samos.

Those marked “b” are perhaps
hardly “private”, but they are defin-
itely local or restricted issues and
would not be included by the so-
called “purist”.

If one considers the Zemstvos
stamps of Russia as Locals, we have
the excellent catalogue in English is-
sued by the Russian Philatelic Bu-
reau, and anyone who wishes to
study these in greater detail has only
to ‘obtain the definitely rare but
monumental work by Schmidt.

The local posts of the U.S.A. are,
of course, dealt with in a separate
volume by Scott, and have been
much studied in other handbooks and
publications.

In other words, those who wish
* to study the stamps of which we are
speaking are really quite well cater-
ed for if they will make enquiries
as to where the information can be
obtained. ’

Before discussing the studies of
the various private issues it might
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perhaps be as well to say a few
words on what constitutes a ‘“Local”
stamp. It is a well-known fact that
up to the date of the Postal Union
practically ail the stamps of the
world were ‘“Locals” in so far as
they only paid postage within the
confines of their own countries, Even
the 1d. black was only a local in one
sense of the word, if we remember
that it was only for postage in Great
Britain. However, I am not con-~
cerned as to these postal usages. 1
am referring, as you will have real-
ised, to the stamps issued by private
companies who acted as carriers of
mail either where no service existed,
or under special additional contracts
to certain governments.

I myself, as a collector of these
stamps of the private posts, realising
that I must put a boundary on the
scope of my collection, have ruled
out the stamps of the Russian Zem-
stvos. In other words, my collec-
tion stops where local stamps were
issued for special services under a
government decree. The Zemstvos
stamps of Russia come into this lat-
ter category, their history being as
follows:—In a vast country like Rus-
sia, over 20 times the area of Great
Britain, where railways are few and
far between, towns and settlements
in many cases widely scattered and
lying often hundreds of miles from
the nearest rail, and where, in view
of the illiteracy of the population,
mail was often very scarce, it was
obviously uneconomical for a govern-
ment post to run a regular service to
every town and village throughout
so vast and scattered an empire. The
Government posts were therefore or-
ganised regularly between the large
cities, but apart from that they were
confined entirely to those places on
the rail heads. As far back as 1805,
however, there had been village posts
in Russia.

In order to cope with the remain-
der of the country, a decree was
signed by the Tsar in 1864 ordering
and authorising the local govern-
ments to organise any necessary post-
al services within their boundaries,
and also to collect and deliver mail
from the rail depots. They were
also authorised to issue stamps as a
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means of collecting the dues of such
outward and inward mail carried by
their services., This means that the
stamps of the Russian kmpire pro-
per did not pay postage beyond the
confines of the government mail ser-
vice, and the additional fees, whether
for collection from the railroad de-
pot and delivery to the addressee
within the Zemstvos or for transit
to the rail head, became an extra
charge payable to the Zemstvo post
shown by a franking with the Zem-
stvo stamp.

It is interesting to note that these
Zemstvo posts, of which the last
ceased in 1918, were not run with
an eye to profit. In fact 90 per cent.
ran at a loss. They were largely
subsidised by the wealthy landown-
ers for the benefit of the rural pop-
ulation, and so long as the postal
employees were paid the matter was
considered satisfactory.

The above stamps therefore, of
course, can be included in the head-
ing of “Local” stamps, or even of
“Private” posts.

“Private” posts are best defined as
those inaugurated and maintained by
companies or private parties carry-
ing mail for which they made a
charge, whether such mail was car-
ried under contract to a government
or not. Outstanding examples of
these latter services are those of the
stamps used between Porto Cabello,
L.a Guiara and St. Thomas; the
stamps of the Coolgardie and Lake
Lefroy Goldfields and West Austra-
lia; the stamps of Wei-hai-wei; and
those of their steamship companies
such as the Hamburg-America line,
the R.M.S.P. (both successors to the
La Guiara-St Thomas Services of
Todd and Jezurun), the Asia Minor
Sleamship Co., the Danube and Black
Sea Line, and the Danube Steam
Navigation Co. 1 have only men-
tioned a few of these interesting
services.

While everyone is at liberty to
collect what he likes, the general col-
lector misses much of interest whe-
ther from the point of view of phil-
atelic study, postal history. or finance
in nerlecting these private issues. On
the other hand, those who special-
ise in a certain country or group
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to the extent of making their collec-
tion representative of the postal ser-
vices of that country must certain-
ly include the private services con-
nected with the carrying of its mail
if they are to be in any way com-
plete.

Let us take an example. Who can
collect and specialise in the study
of the stamps and postal services of
Austria, Hungary, Roumania, Bul-
garia, Serbia, or even Russia (for this-
mail boat service extended to Odes-
sa), and the other countries adjoin-
ing the Danube, without including
in his collection stamps and covers
of the Danube Steam Navigation
Co.? OQver a period of nearly 40
years practically all mail between
these countries was carried along the
Danube, and that mail was borne
by the Danube Steam Navigation Co.,:
acting under special decrees from
and on behalf of the Austrian post-
al service, and in connection with
the postal services of the other
countries through which the Danube
flows.

The Danube Steam Navigation
Company, or, to give it its full title,
“The First Royal Imperial Private
Danube Steamship Navigation Com-
pany”, commenced, in 1834, ‘as a
shipping company and began to open
up agencies as far away as Turkey
and Turkey-in-Asia. - Shortly after
its inception it began to carry mail,
and as early as 1838 we find it using
its own “Port Paye” frank on Ilet-
ters from its agency in Trebizonde.
At that period the company was
known as the “Compagnie Imper-
iale Royale Poste du Danube”, and
the French title was doubtless a ges-
ture to Turkey where French was
the official language. In 1841 it had
an agency handling mail in Smyrna,
and from now on the “frank” bore
the Germanised title of the D.D.S.G. .
By 1843 further mail agencies were
in being in Constantinople and at
Ibraila in Roumania.

There is no doubt that the
D.D.5.G. had connections with other
mail boat companies, hoth at this
and later dates, such as the Aus-
trian Lloyd. Asia Minor Sfeamship
Cn.. Morton’s Danube and Black Sea
Line and the Italian owned “Piros-
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cafi Ottomani”?, which latter ap-
pears to have commenced as a mail
carvier in 1840. ' .

In- 1850 the D.D.S.G. was author-
ised to carry mails from Vienna to
Buada, and this was extended in 1851
via rest to the Hungarian frontier
at the Iron Gate at Alt-Orsova. In
1852 the Austrian Government al-
lowed the company to take over the
service into Bulgaria and Roumania
as far as Ismaila, while Odessa was
made a Black Sea terminus in 1866.

By this time the inwards and out-
- wards mail from -Austria, as well
as between ports, was carried by the
D.D.S.G. from every port, large or
small, on the Danube.

Letters crossing the frontier at Or-
sova were there checked by the Aus-
trian Post Office, and as the rates
charged by the D.D.S.G. only applied
to the postage between places east
of Orsova and as such were the re-
ceipts of the company, any extra
charge from the frontier into Aus-
tria~-Hungary was marked on the let-
ter by the official in charge here.
The receipts from letters in Austria-
Hungary or for that portion of the
distance on such letters brought in
from outside the frontier belonged

to the Ausirian Post Office, the
D.D.S.G. being under a contract
within Austrian territory. But so

closely was the D.D.S.G. bound up
with the Austrian Post Office and
such trusted servants were they, that
it was the D.D.S.G. who actually col-
lected the postage dues for the Post
Office.

Adhesive stamps were first issued
by the D.D.S.G. in 1866, and these,
of which the first issue was a 17
kreuzer value, paid postage between
any one place and any other outside
the Austrian boundary. In 1866,
to agree with the rates of the Postal
Union, a new issue was made of a
stamp of 10 kreuzer value.

The D.D.S.G. still runs, but its
mail services ceased about the end
of 1878, when the railway services
provided a quicker means of transit
up and down the Danubian pro-
vinces.

It is not my intention to keep you
-listening to the history of the Dan-
ube Steam Navigation Co., absorbing

‘main issues,
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though it can be, but I think the
lttle L have said is sufficient to show
the importance of a stamp-issuing
company which plays a very large
part in the history of the posts of
mastern Europe, and which has been
somewhat neglected by collectors
outside Austria and Germany. Un-
fortunately, apart from the special-
ised Austrian catalogue, these stamps
are only listed in Michel.

The stamps of the D.D.S.G. are
well worth study, as there were
many interesting prints in the four
commencing with the
erasure of the wvalues of the 17
kreuzer on the stones in order to
patch up by hand every stamp on
the stone with a portion of new
transfer to make use of the original
stone for printing the 10 kreuzer
values.

Needless to say, a company that
runs posts over some 40 years and
has some 60 postal agencies can also
produce a wealth of material for
those interested in postal markings.

A further example. While in No-
vember, 1863, Venezuela already had
a more or less organised postal ser-
vice within her boundaries, she had
no proper connection with the out-
side world by sea. It was 1o meet
this deficiency that the contract was
given to a Scot, Robert Todd, to
carry mails as from July 1864, from
the ports of Porto Cabello and La
Guiara on the mainland to the island
of St. Thomas, to connect up there
with the British, French and Danish
mail-boat services which joined up
Europe with the West Indian islands
and the whole continent of Amer-
ica. Actually, Todd sold his con-
tract to a group of merchanis in
Curacao, together with the boat, the
“Robert Todd”, which had been spe-
cially built in Liverpool for the pur-
pose of the mail contract. It was
for this service that the centavo
values, and the later issues of which
the wvalue was in reales, were pre-
pared, and at a somewhat later date
the service was taken over and con-
tinued by Jezurun & Zoon. This
service wes fostered in every way
by the Venezuelan Government
which actually acted as agents for
the service, using Caracas (about 8
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miles inland) and Porto Cabello as
the collecting and distributing points
respectively for the Xastern and
Western districts of Venezuela. This
accounts for there being no charge
for postage between Caracas and
Le Guaira on mail carried by this
service.

That the mail carried by this ser-
vice was a heavy one, due to the
patronage of the merchants, is shown
by its stamp issues. Although
stamps of the reales values were or-
dered from Waterlow dor delivery
in 1864 for the inception of the ser-
vice, the Venezuelan Government
were so keen to get a start that a
temporary issue was printed local-
ly—the centavos values —probably
by the printer of the Venezuelan
stamps, Felix Rasco, and used till
the delivery of Waterlow’s supplies
in July. Although Waterlow made
at least three, and possibly four or
five printings and deliveries, the
supply of stamps did not meet the
demand, and before Jezurun & Zoon
took over and issued their own
stamps in 1869, it had been necessary
to have stamps again printed locally,
and of these several printings from
no less than three stones. Yet we see
comparatively few wused copies of
any of these stamps, and covers are
exceedingly rare.

The La Guaira packet service is
a very good example of what I call
the importance of these private posts,
because it was the outcome of ne-
cessity to fulfil a regular mail ser-
vice which the Venezuelan Govern-
ment were unable at that time to
handle, for the benefit of the traders
in that country.

In just the same way. though per-
haps even to a greatey extent, the
Cycle Posts of the goldfields of Cool-
gardie and Lake Lefroy were the
outcome of sheer necessity, and the
issue of their stamps was actually the
only way of collecting postal
charges. If only this could be said
of many Commemorative issues, and
particularly of those modern abom-
inations, the Souvenir blocks and so-
called “Miniature Sheets”!

A gold strike means a rush of not
only prospectors, but thousands of
camp followers and traders, who
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naturally must be provided with
some means of communication with
the outside word. The two gold
strikes above-mentioned were many
miles from a rail head and right
outside the services of the Western
Australia Post Office. There was
therefore nothing to stop the insti-
gator of these Cycle Services from
instigating a means of carrying mail
until such time as the Western Aus-
tralia Government were able to or-
ganise a proper postal service. The
service of the Coolgardie goldfields
ultimately became so heavy that it
had to be carried by camel.

The “Turkish Admiralty” stamp
listed by Yvert as Turkey No, 1, was
issued by the “Turkish Admiralty
Steamship Co.,” a company under
Ifalian management which, in 1864,
was the official Turkish Mail Boat
service running chiefly beftween
Constantinople and Broussa. While
a ‘local” service from the point of
view of restricted service and the
stamp, a private one, from another
point of view, this issue, which had
only a life of some six months, is
as of just as great an importance
postally as any other issue of Tur-
key and of considerably greater rar-
ity than most.

What collection of the British West
Indies can be called complete which
does not include the stamps of the
Royal Mail Steam Packet? It has
been put to me by a collector of one
of the Islands in the West Indian
group that these stamps could not
be included “because their usage
was too general, being concerned
with all the islands and not any
one in particular.” My reply is that
so were the definite issues of the
Leeward Islands. Yet a specialist
of Antigua includes the ILeeward
stamps used there. But the R.M.S.P.
had the Mail contracts from the is-
lands for many years and were also
the successors of the La Guaira-St.
Thomas service of Jezurun & Zoon,
and their stamps paid the overseas
postage. Without the R.M.S.P. cor-

‘respondence abroad would have been

sadly hampered. Thus these are just
as much issues of the West Indian

_Postal Services as are the stamps of -

any one island, since the actual mail
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service of this Company was for a
very iong period ingeauted mto West
incian roscal ristory and an- essen-
tius part thereof.

what have “stamp” collectors. to
say to the stamps of the Mount Cur-
rie Express of Grigualand East?
Niessrs. pallance and Goodlifle is-
sued this stamp in 1874 to frank the
mail carried by native runners, and
the Government allowed its
This service was . an essential part
of the early posts of South Africa.
To the philatelist it is also of inter-
est on account of the three types in
the little sheet of 12. May I also
commend it to the collectors of min-
iature sheets!

I do not think I should pass over
the stamps of the Hotel Posts of
Switzerland — the Rigi-Kulm, the
Rigi-Kaltbad, the Rigi-Scheideck,
Belalp and Maderanerthal-—nor that
of the Hoherinne Kurhaus of Hun-
gary. As to the need for these ser-
vices—imagine yourself in a hotel
7 to 10 miles from a post office and
with no collection or delivery of
letters! Naturally you would not

wish to do that journey to post a .

letter so your first thought is to em-
ploy the hall porter, to”"whom, if in
Switzerland you could hardly offer

less than a 2s. tip for the service..

But now turn to the case of the ho-
tel keeper himself. It would take
at least three hours to take a letter
7 miles and return by mountain rail-
way—much longer if no such means
of transport was available. 'This
time is lost to the proprietor, so that
it is he who should be recompensed
for the time of his employee., There-
fore he has every right to make a

charge, and when we reflect that this

charge was never more than 15 cen-
times, it is a very reasonable one.

For the stamps themselves—even -

if we consider that the proprietor.
had the advertising wvalue of these
when stuck on letters going abroad,
it surely is the easiest way to ensure
.payment and to keep his accounts—
at least that is the way that the Brit-
ish Post Ofﬁce ‘in 1840, and every
other vost office since, hfm Innked at
it, and whaf’ is a sound method for
a Government is surely gond enough
for a hotel proprietor. While we

use!-

9"

know that these posts were al-
lowed wuntil 1883 1in the case of
owwitzeriand and are still necessary
and allowed to-day at Hoheriune, it
15 amazing how very rare covers are.
The few that appear in auction read-
ily fetch £5 to £10 each. Evea the
Mint stamps, not all of which were
remaindered, the majority neing
used up as “‘stickers” after the posts
ceased, are of philatelic interest irom
severaj points of view.

Probabiy we all know the stamps
of the F.H.B. Express Company of
the South African Republic of 188G.
Of these we see four — the id. for
Nylstroom .in blue, the 1d. for Mar-
abstad, the 1d. for Pretoria in rcse
and the 3d. “postage due” on white.
These stamps are commoin, as there
were undoubtedly remainders, but I
doubt if the majority of those here.
to«day have ever seen one used on
cover, in which condition they are
extremely rare and of considerable
interest to collectors or students of
the South. African Postal Services.

I think possibly in this very brief
sketch, I have said enough to show
that not only are these private ser-
vices historical facts, but that they
have considerable significance and
interest to the collector and stu-
dent, and are just as worthy of in-
clusion in our albums, whether cat-
alogued or not, as other issues to
which more attention is paid due to
the publicity given them by deal-
ers—a publicity to which every as-
sistance is lent by the collecting
flock who follow their Ieader in the
darkness, whether the way leads to
Olympus or a wayside ditch.

‘In  conclusion, I append a list,
which I do not propose to read, of
other interesting private posts which
are not included in the history I have
already given of services mentioned
in this paper. -

The group of U.S.A. Private and’
Express Posts, including Wells Far-
go and Dietz and Nelson, etc.

Barnard’s Cariboo Express.

McGreelys Express.

Australian New Hebrides Co. and.

its French counterpart.

The Finnish Mail Boat Companies.

Mnrton’s Danube and Black Sea

Line.
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The Asia Minoy Steamship Co.
The Franco-American Steamship

Co.

‘The British Circular Delivery Com-
panies.

The Belgian “Courrier Provisoire”,

~The local posts of Germany, Den-~
mark, Sweden and Norway.

The Local Posts of the Chinese
Treaty Ports.

Popper’s Service from the Gold-
fields of Tierra del Fuego.

The Cycle Mails of Coolgardie and
Lake Lefroy.

Burdell’s Express.

The San Francisco-Fresno Cycle
Mail.

The African locals of Vryburg.

The Tiflis Post which produced
the first stamp of Russia.

The private Diligencia and later
Express Companies of South
America.

The Diligencia Posts of laly, both
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private and those of the com-
munes.

The stamps of the Posts of For-
mosa. .

The Norwegian Mission Post, Brit-
ish Consular and British Inland
Mails of Madagascar.

The Mail Boat Service to Green-
land.

The Posts of Spitzbergen.

The St Lucia Steam Navigation
Co.

The Turkish Services of the En-
treprise Lianos and the Kus-
tandje Railway Co.

The Caye Service of Cuthbert Bros. -
of British Honduras.

The Express Company of- Mel-
bourne, ‘Australia.

The Great Barrier Island Pigeon
Post Services.

Maury’s services in Paris during
the Commune, and indeed many
others.

What 1s a Postage Stamp?

By W. BUCKLAND EDWARDS.

The craze for pre-stamp covers
and postal marks continues, and one
begins to wonder whether the high
prices being paid for many of these
stamps will hold. As in all crazes,
prices depend wupon an increasing
@emand, and when this slackens,
either through loss of interest of
fulfilment, there is naturally a de-
cline. Any Stock Exchange broker
will tell you that people do not buy
shares. on a falling market, but al-
ways on a rising. one and usually
when the. rise -is well- on its way.
Pre-stamp covers and the. like are
very interesting, but their actual
value, can hardly be ascertained

when we do not know how many. of-

a sort are in existence,

The publication of a catalogue of
“Handstruck” Postage Stamps'” has
again led to correspondence as to
thé precise meaning of the term
“postage stamp.” A metal or rub-
ber. instrument used to impress a

mark upon paper is usually describ-
ed as a stamp; and if such a stamp
denotes a postal rate paid or to bhe
paid, we may not be wrong in call-
ing it a “postage stamp.” But
words have a way of changing their
meaning in the course of years, the
classic example being the word
“presently,” which once meant “at
present ” or “immediately;” but now
means ‘“shortly, or 'some future but
near time. Therefore. by common
consent, a vpostage stamp. means fo-
day the adhesive printed piece of
paper of known value, used for the
prepayment of letters or. parcels
&c., and a better term for the im-
pressed or hand-struck ‘“postage-
stamps,” would. be. postal marks.
The current number of the -Stamn»
Lover (March). contains.
by Mr. Fred Melville. of: some re-
cent publications, mcludmg the one
mentioned above. He. says “it is
not acceptable. :

‘a. review -
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It is not acceptable to the older
school of Philateiv to have post-
marks classed as “postage stamps”
in confusion with the postage stamps
the public knows and buys, and
keeps in readiness for use in his cor-
respondence. It is one of those dis-
tempers born of.enthusiasm that as-
cribes to one thing the attractions
of- an opposite. Call a postmark a
stamp or a pillar a post; it does not
change either article. Our distin-

guished member, Mr. J. B. Seymour, -

Igtely wrote me:
. “Y¥ou will be interested to know
that in view of the misuse of the
term ‘Postage Stamp,” I addressed
an inquiry to the Controller of the
G.P.O. and enclosed a typical ex-
ample of an impressed ‘ld. Postage
- Paid’ mark, '

‘“Y am officially informred that the
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impression in question is regarded
as a postal mark denoting that post-
age has been paid.”

The classic experience of the ne-
cessity of distinguishing between
stamp applied before posting and
the mark struck upon a letter on
or after posting has long been es-
tablished in the matter of the Post-
masters’ stamped envelopes of the
U.S.A., and more especially of the
Confederate States of America. A
brief definition from Mr. August
Dietz’s catalogue states the differ-
ence concisely:

“Thus a Handstamped ‘Paid’ re-
presents an act providing for an im-
mediate requirement—not a provis-
jional act performed for an antici-
pated need, as in the case of the
Postmaslers’ Provisionals.”

A “Cinderella” of Philately.

By J. BENSON.

Some stamps are born “celebri-
ties” whilst others lead a normal ex-
istence yet amongsi the laller are
stamps which {for some unknown
reason are not recognised as even
being on the fringe of the “elite.”

Thig state of affairs is known to
the specialist but to the general col-
lector who does not delve deeply
into the subject they are an un-
known quantity and therefore not
fully appreciated.

To emphasise the point it will be
necessary to bring in that bugbear
to the average reader. namely.
figures. These as .a rule make dull
reading, but there are times when
one is compelled to resort to them
and perhaps the fault will be over-
looked on this occasion,

As is ‘'well known there are mil-
lions of stamvp collectors in the
world, but for the sake of arcument
we will estimate the number at
fcur millions. Of that figure we
will again underestimate and say

one-third of them collect British
colonials,

Now, when stamps are issued and
later withdrawn and the remain-
ders destroyed it is possible on
many occasions to obtain particulars
of the numbers printed, the num-
bers sold and the numbers with-
drawn and destroyed. With those
statistics available one can ascer-
tain the approximate numbers likely
to be in existence and therefore
gain an idea of the value of the par-
{icular item.

To go back in our tracks for a
moment amongst the stamps which
apparently lead a normal existence
are some which appear and depart
“unheard and unsung,” and this ar-
ticle will deal with one of those
“cinderella’s”—the Child Welfare
jssue of Jamaica, which was really
intended to act as a fairy god-
mother to the children of Jamaica,
but for some reason was boycotted
and therefore did not prove the
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success anticipated, but that is an-
other story.

This set which consisted of three
values 3d., 1d., and 21d., was issued
for three months annually (Nov-
ember to January) from 1923 to
1927 and a premium of 3}d. was
charged on each value making the
total cost 53d. for each set whicn
could only be purchased across the
Post Office counter.

In 1927 after the unsold~remam—
ders were destroyed the figures
published showed that only some
30,595 sets could possibly be in ex-
istence, and taking the intervening
years and calculating for ‘““wear and
tear” it would be reasonable to say

that there are now less than 30,000

sets.

Of our figure of one and a third
million collectors of British Coloni-
als, therefore, approximately only
one in every forty-five could pos-
sibly obtain a set, that is provided
only one set was to be given to each
lucky individual, so that when this
fact is realised it must be admitted
that even if there are 30,000 sets
in existence, which is extremely
doubtful, the child welfare set is
a very de51rab1e item to be includ-
ed in every British Colonial collec-
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tion and that no such collection is
complete without it. E
In view of what has been stated™
it will be agreed that the present
price quotation is below what it
should be and it'is therefore up to
every British Colonial "collector who

_has not got a set to obtain one, if -

he can, at the earliest opportunity'
as this “Cinderella of Philately™ -
will not long remain such, once the :
fact is realised that only a compar--
atively small issue is available, butl
will blossom into a “celebrity” and
take its place if not in the front
rank, at least in close proximity to
the leaders where it really ought to
be.

Ed. We republish the ﬁgures
1a.  23d.

Ist Printing ’23-24 10080 30000 20040
2nd do '24-25 24000 22800 0600
3rd do '25-26 73680 9600
Tatal o 107760 52800 30240

i SAJJDS .

0923-24 . 13073 16629 8239
1924-25 ... 12423 11611 9676
1025-26 - 10026 9482 7397
1026-27 7637 6070 528

Total 431590 44401 30595
. Remainders destroyed - 64601

8309 8645
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Correspondence.

‘;Fhe Editor, '
' Sir,—My article in the last num-

“per of this magazine under the cap-

tion of “Syntenosis” (which was
.not mine, and does not appear in
the dictionary) sought to find rea-
sons why a collector “should sub-
..sequently tfake wup a “particular
country for special attention.” It
. might be equally desirable and in-
‘teresting to discuss the reasons why
.a collecior ignores certain countries,
-or regards them as unsuitable for
.specialization; if indeed there is any
country at all which is not so fa-
. voured by someone or other. Now
it is a remarkable {fact that those
.couniries which began their issues
by overprinting the stamps of a
:neighbouring country are more or
. less suffering form neglect today,
whatever was their appeal at first.
‘South-west Africa is a case in point.
In great demand at one time, both
‘here and in South Africa ,these
.stamps may be bought at a quarter
catalogue to-day. Two reading minor
.changes in the overprint, in actual
type, in the distance between the
wording, also tend to put collectors
.off, British Somaliland, Togoland,
‘Palestine, Trans-Jorduina and Zan-
.zibar, are among the couniries ne-
:glected for the same reason. It is
not easy to say why this should be
the case, for overprinting nearly al-
ways leads to varieties, which if not
400 numerous, induce interest in the
true collector. Perhaps the ques-
tion of forgery arises, or the difficul-
1y of getting anything like a com-
plete collection on account of the
expense (see the early issues of
Zanzibar {or instance) as a mat-
fer of fact, surcharges which denote
provisional use are a favourite field
for speculators and if the numbers
issued are known to be small, they
usually make money: but here again
it is possible to overdo a good thing,
and disappointment results. The
middle issues of Ceylon and Sey-
chelles are certainly not in favour,
and who cares for the 21 wvarieties

~market.

in Sierra Leone (S.G. 34 to 71)?
This is probably due to the high-
priced departures from the normal
surcharges. Malta, once in high fa-
vour both here and on the Continent

provides a lesson. The “sclf-gov-
ernment” overprint was all right,
but when the “Postage and Reve-

nue’” stamp of 1922 were overprinted
“Postage,” and the “Postage” stamps
of 1926 were overprinted “Postage
and Revenue,” collectors became
suspicious, and the couniry Ilost
caste. Today, many of these stamps
do not fetch their face-value on the
Malta issued too many
stamps in too short a time, and
while variely is the spice of life, I
repeat that it is possible to overdo
a good thing. We are having plenty
of examples of this stupidity today
in Italy and France, the general
over-issue of commemoratives for
every conceivable object, and worst
of all, miniature sheets! There is
no reason whatever for these things,
they simply would not exist but for
collectors; and while they continue
to buy them, so long will they be
supplied. Even Egypt, a popular
couniry, has {fallen from grace in
like manner, with three special is-
sues in one month, and protests
have appeared in print. What good
they will have remains to be seen,
but speculation in Egypt itself is
largely responsible for the trouble.
There are other reasons for the ne-
glect of the stamps of certain coun-
tries which I mneed only mention.
The sale of remainders, print or post-
marked to order, often leaving the
original {from behind: contract with
printers who can dispose of stamps
in lieu of payment: retention of ob-
solete issues of sale to future col-
lectors: reprints with or without
overprint devoting their characters.
But stamp-collecting goes on all the
same, and will continue to do so.

Yours etc,
W. B, EDWARDS. , ,
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¢ 13d. Our confributor- requested us to
supply Litle fér lis contribution. We re-
gret that we chose oune, “which does not

appear jn the dictionary” he uses, but
nyust  discliadin auy  eredit or  discredit
there may he, for having “coined”  the
word “Syotenosis,” The eredit or blame
belongs to Messes, J, M. Parvrish, M.AL,
{Oxoun), aud John I, Crossland, I".R.G.S.,

whio  with
T2 body
maology,

“the  speeialised  assistanee of
af experls in pronuunciation, ely-
deflnition and  modern  voeabu-
lary,”  compiled:;  and Odhams  Dress,
Itd.,, T.ondou, which publigshed: the die-
tionary we use and in which the word is
found. It means “councetion of, hones hy
tendong™ and we believe is appropriate-

I¥ deseriptive’ of the seuse of our cou-
tributor's article. Tts derivation is from
the same couarce, as that of several othoer
Iinglish  words that  Dbegin with  “SYN.
viz., the Greek “SUN" moeaning “union.”

We reproduce the following letter
received by the Society from the
President of the Royal Philatelic
Society, London.

The Royal Society, London,
41 Devonshire Place,
London, W.I., 20 Mar. 1939.
Sir,

The Penny Black was the first ad-
hesive postage stamp and to-day it
holds the foremost place in the
hearts of a very wide circle of en-
thusiasts.

The work of organising the cele-
bration of its Centenary naturally
developed on the Royal Philatelic
Society, London, and the Society be-
lieves that its position in the world
of philately is not unworthy of the
grand old lady who is to be a cen-
tenarian next May.

By its constitution the Royal Phil-
atelic Society cannot officially share
the pleasure and burden of its task,
but that does not mean that the Ex-
hibition, and the arrangements in
connection with it, are to be devot-
ed to the honour and glory of the
Penny Black and the Society alone.

Indeed, the very contrary is true;
the whole world and, in particular,
ithe whole world of organised phi-
lately should share in doing justice
to the Centenary and the opportu-
nity must not be allowed to pass
without every attempt being made
to strengthen the popularity of the
cult, the influence of every organ-
ised body of collectors and the en-
thusiasm of individual collectors in
every country.
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And so this Exhibition is being
organised on a principle which has
so far been untried. The Executive
Cominiitec believe that the initial
approach should be directed to the
Societies. Entry by an exhibitor to
represent his or her Society and to .
do honour to it by proof of phila-
lelic achievement is a far greater
tribute to philately and far more

" valuable in spreading the influence

of the hobby than entry by the in-
dividual for his own honour and-

' hope of reward.

We are asking, therefore, for the
utmost support of every Philatelic
Society. In the first place we ask
for an early assurance of your co-
operation as we hope to publish the
names of supporting Societies in fu-
ture Prospectuses. In the second
place, as may be seen from our Ad-
vance Prospectus—which you will
receive very shortly and which we
trust will be very carefully studied
—we are asking for assistance in
gelting the strongest possible body
of entries.

The success of the whole Exhibi-
tion depends upon this and the se-
lective process which we indicate in
the Prospectus can only be success-
fully operated if an immediate ef-
fort is made to give us a full state-
ment of all the collections which
may be available to provide the best
display.

In the third place we are asking
the Societies . whether they would
like to be represented in the Exhi-
bition by non-competitive loan ex-
hibits by their members, one frame
per Society. If such exhibits would
appeal to Societies, we are prepared
to consider setting aside a portion
of our space for them and we
should like their early views on the
matter.

“We ask for your help in drawing
the attention of your members to
the urgent financial appeal appear~
ing in the Prospectus,

Finally, we indicate points which
will be dealt with a liftle later to
prepare the Societies for the request
for their further co-operation:— -

1.- Souvenir Labels.
2. Season Tickets.
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3. There will be a request for
the names of volunteers for
assistance in ‘assembling the
exhibits in the frames, for
stewarding the Exhibition,
for sub-committees on recep-
tion of visitors and many
other activities at or mnear
the time of the Exhibition.

4, Making the IExhibition gen-
erally known and circulating
information as it becomes
available as widely as pos-
sible.

The Executive Committee confi-
dently hope that you will do all in
your power to prove that an appeal
to the Philatelic Societies will evoke
the full assistance and co-operation
of world philately.

Yours very truly,

JOHN WILSON.
Chairman, Exhibition Executive
Committee.
President Royal Philatelic
Society, London.

AN APPEAL.
Dear Fellow Member,

On the 6th of May 1940, the Cen-
tenary Philatelic Exhibition pro-
moted by the Royal Philatelic So-

ciety, London, will be opened in
London, and continue until the 11th
of May.

The purpose of the Exhibition is
to celebrate the one hundredth an-
niversary of the issue of the one
penny Black of Great Britain.

Plans are well under way to make
the Exhibition a great Internation-
al affair. of world-wide interest, and
very cordial support is being given
by Empire countries, Xuropean
States, the United States of Ameri-
“¢a and other countries.
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This Society has already sent a
donation to the Exhibition Funds,
and -as it is felt that individual
members would also like to con-
tribute towards the c¢xpenses of

such a greal undertaking as this Ex-

hibition is intended to be, 1 iake
this opportunity of inviting you to
send a subscription through me to
be forwarded to the Treasurer of
the Txhibition Executive Commit-
tee, Mr. L. C, C. Nicholson, who is
also the Sociely’s representative in
England.

It is hoped that every member of
the Jamaica Philatelic Society will
give something towards this Exhi-
bition and T assure you that the
smallest Contiribution will be ac-
ceptable. The occasion is urique
.and the opportunity lo support it
should not be lost. ]

The Royal Philatelic Society hns
issued its prospectus fTor the Exhibi-
tion in which is a special appeal to
individual stamp collectors and
Stamp Societies who may wish to
contribute the necessary amount for
striking the Official Medal in Gold,

(£12) Silver-Gold, (£5) Silver,
'£(3) Bronze. (£1) —a complete

set costing £21.

I therefore suggest that if each
member of the Jamaica Philatelie
Society would subscribe according
lo his financial abilily, we should
be able as a Society to serd to the
Royal Philalelic Society - suficient
funds to pay for a gold medal.

I am glad to say that already pro-
mises of donations have reached me
and I shall be pleased to get your
contribution as early as possible.

Yours very truly,

G. C. GUNTER,
Hon. Secretary & Treosursar.

s
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25th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain
Cambridge

21 —24 JUNE, 1938.

By L. C, C. NICHOLSON, F.R.P.S.L. — A Delegate for Jamaica.

The - annual Philatelic Congress
was held at Cambridge this year at
the invitation of the Cambridge
Philatelic Society, under the Chair-
‘manship of their President, Mr. W.
Nalder Williams, M.A.

There was no hotel large enough
‘{0 accommodate all the Delegates
s0 they stayed at various hotels in
the Town.

The headquarters was at the Uni-
versity Arms Hotel.

I stayed (with many old {riends,
including our other two Jamaican
delegates, Mr. G, H. Tucker and Mr.
W. Buckland Edwards) at the Blue
Boar Hotel. Quite comfortable, but
very old fashioned. They actually
locked the front door at 10.30 p.m.
every night. However, the Night
Porter had a busy {ime opening it
again every half hour or so up to
about 1 a.m, The Congress started
on Tuesday evening. 21st June, with
a Reception at the University Arms
Hotel bv the Mayor and Mayoress
of Cambridge, and the President
(with his wife) of the Cambridge
Philatelic Society. This took place
at 8.45 p.m., and dancing went on
until midnight, '

These annual Receptions on the
first night afford an- excellent op-
portunity for Delegates to meet each
other and have informal chats. The
real business of the Congress began
the next morning (Wed. 22nd June).
All the sessions were bheld in the
Hall of the University Union Society,
which, although not very large, is
very comfortable, and being built
Tor debates suited us well,

After the usual opening business,
the first paper was read by Mr. Sam-
uel Graveson (Hon. Treasurer of the
Postal History Society). The title
was “The Pedigree of the Postage

Stamp.” This dealt entirely with
pre-stamp covers up to 1840,

To my mind, excellent as it was,
this paper was more suited to a Phil-
atelic meeting than a Congress, as
the only point it opened up for dis-
cussion' was the now well worn one
of “What is a Postage Stamp?”

Many collectors of Pre-stamp cov-
ers advocate that the marks stamped
on the old covers to denote payment
of postage (or exemption from pay-
ment) are Postage Stamps in the li-
teral sense of the words, Person-
ally, although I have a large collec-
tion of these items, I always associ-
alx)tel the words with an adhesive la-

el.

An official photograph of the Dele-
gates was taken immediately affer
the session, in the grounds outside
the Hall. : )

In the afternoon, we went-for a
delightful motor tour to Ely, where
we went all over the fine old Ca-
thedral, which dates back to the
vear 1083, and had tea in a quaint
old tea-house garden. We came
home via the well known “Fens”.

As an alternative. some Delegates
went for a conducted tour of the
Colleges (along the River Cam);
some to the University Library; and
others to the Polar Research Insti-
tute and Fitzwilliam Museum. In
the evening, three Study circles held
meetings in- separate rooms at the
University Arms Hotel.

Mr. J. B. Seymour conducted
Great Britain; Miss W. Penn-Gas-
kell, Air Mails; and Mr. F. T. K.
Carbe—Denmark, D.W.I.,, and Scan-
dinavia.

For those not interested there was

a film shown by the Post Office at -~

the Arts Theatre
There was also (unconnected with
Congress) a local fair just outside
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the Town, and many delegates spent
‘the evening there. Judging by the
noise when they refurned in the
-early hours of the next day, they all
had a very good time!

Thursday’s session was the occa-
sion of a paper entitled “Study Cir-
cles” by Dr. W. Byam, O.B.E, (Past
President of the Herts. Philatelic
-Society and Chairman of The Egypt
.Study Circle).

In this paper he attempted to de-
fine 2 Study Circle and also to en-
.gquire whether such Circles were
needed and likely to last.

This opened up a lot of discussion,
~which boiled down to the fact that
Study Circles meeting regularly like
JPhilatelic Societies, were not much
use 1o the average collector unless
- they published the results of their
research work,

This was quite a good paper.

After lunch, the three .alternative
tours of Wednesday afternoon were
repcated, so that Delegates who had
been 1o IEly could participate in

them.
Personally, T went by invitation
with Mr. G. W. Collett and others,

to have lunch with the Revd. C. S.
Morton, M.A., in his old rooms at
Peterhouse College. He showed us
all over the College afterwards. A
most interesting ftour, as it is the
oldest college in Cambridge, having
been founded by the Bishop of Ely
in the year 1257. At 3.45 pm. a
Garden Party was held in the Gar-
dens of Magdalene College. These
are very beautiful, being on the
banks of the River Cam. Here
again, one was able to indulge in in-
formal chats with many famous col-
lectors and others,

In the evening, three more Study
_ Circles met at the University Arms
Hotel.

Dr. W. Byam conducted Egypt;
Mr. Robson Lowe-——Postal History,
and your humble servant—Jamaica,

We had a small but select circle
of Jamaican specialists. and saw
some very fine items displayed by
our old friends E. Egly, of Leeds;
G. H. Tucker, of Bristol; G, W. Col-
lett, of Croydon, and others.

My new book on ‘“Jamaican Tem-
porary Rubber Date Stamps” had

ol

just been published, and was re-
ceived by all as a welcome addition
to Jamaican Philately.

Friday morning’s session started
with .the election of the Permanent
Executive Committee. All the pre-
vious members were re-elected after
a ballot.

Mr. E, ¥F. Hurt of Harpenden (a
Life Member of the Jamaica Phila-
telic Society) then read the third
and last paper entitled “The Local
& Privale Posts arnd their impor-
tance in Philately and Postal His-
tory.”

This was an exceedingly interest-
ing paper and I, for one, was sur-
prised at the number of countries
and places that have issued Local
stamps for legitimate Postal pur-
poses. Of course, the Oxford and
Cambridge College stamps are a well
known example, and a very fine col-
lection of the Cambridge ones was
on show in an upper portion of the
building..

Most ol the Delegates agreed with
Mr. Hurt that many of these issues
were better entitled to a place in the
catalogue than a vast number of the
modern “Commemoratives.”

This paper was awarded the Con-
gress Cup, which for the fourth time
in the last six years has been won
by a member of the Jamaica Phila-
telic Society.

Following this paper an important
resolution was put to Congress by
Mr. J. B. Sevmour on behalf of the
Royal Philatelic Society, London,
namely— Thot this Society suggests
“that in the interests of Philately,
collective actirm should be taken by
this Congress on the question of un-
necessary and speculative Com-
memorative Issues ‘created’ mainly
for the exploitation of stamp col-
lectors. The issue of stamps which
are not reqguired for legitimate post-
al service, except in very special
cases, is regarded as a menace by
all serious philatelists.”

This resolution was the result of
a communication which the Royal
Philatelic Society received from the
Swedish Philatelic Society, and pro-
voked a lengthy discussion. Con-
gress strongly condemned the prac~

‘tice and the resolution was carried.
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At 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
-Longless met officially for the last
session, at which Letters of Thanks
are presented fo the Distinguished
Philatelists who have been elected
and then the ceremony of signing
the Roll of Distinguished Philatel-
ists takes place.

Two names had been chosen this

year—
Miss W. Penn-Gaskell

and
Mr. Samuel Chapman.

Only the former was able to attend
and she signed the Roll.

Mr. Chapman has been an invalid
for many -years, so it was arranged
that the Roll should be taken to his
house at a later date for him to sign.

The closing address was given by
our Life Member, Capt. L. J. Gilbert
Lodge (Hen. Sec. of the Royal Phil-
atelic "Society, London).

At 7.30 p.m. the Congress Banquet
was held in the Dining Hall of Trin-
ity College by kind permission of
the Master and Fellows.

This is a great honour afforded
to few non-Collegiates, I had the
privilege, however, of dining there

‘vith JAMAICA PHILATELIST.

~

once before with my late Father, (&
member of the Senate), in the. yeaf
1911. ‘

‘It was a very fine meal and with
the portraits of all the old Masters
ol Trinity looking down on you from
ihe walls of this ancient Hall in the
dim light, it created an impression
never to be forgotten.

The Congress Cup was presented
to the winner, Mr. E. ¥, Hurt, and
we listened ‘co some short but very
witty speeches by the Mayor ol Bath
(Capt. A. K. Hopkins, M.C.), the
Mayor of (,'ambridge {(Major E. Sa-
ville Peck) and others. )

Thus ended the 25th Philatelic
Ccngress of Great Britain, and our
thanks are due, not only io thée
Cambridge Philatelic Society for ar-
ranging such © a delightful pro-
gramme, but also to those two very
hard working members of the Ja-
maica Philatelic Socieftv, the Revd.
C. S. Morton and Mr, G. W. Collett,
who are the joint Hon. Secretaries
of the Philatelic Congress of Great

Britain.
L. €. C. NICHOLSON.
31/8/1938.
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‘Report on the 26th Philatelic Congress of
| Great Britain

HELD AT SOUTHPORT FROM THE 13th. TO 16th. JUNE 1939.

The twenty-sixth Philatelic Con-
gress of Great Britain was held at
Scuthport from 13th-16th June 1939
at the joint invitation of the Liver-
pool Philatelic Society and the Li-
verpool Junior Philatelic Society,
under the Chairmanship of Mr, E.A.
G.Caroe.

It is perhaps unnecessary to men-
tion that it rained nearly the whole
time, as we Londoners associate
Lancashire with wet days. Never-
theless, we had a most enjoyable
time,

The headgquarters at the Prince of
Wales Hotel was an excellent venue,
and the hospitality extended to us
all left nothing to be desired.

Congress opened on Tuesday
evening (13th June) with a Re-
ception by the Mayor and Mayor-
ess of Southport (Councillor and
Mrs. Geldard) and the President of
the two Liverpool Societies, after
which refreshmenis were served
and dancing went on until a late
hour.

This first evening at Congress is
always a great opportunity to
meet old friends and renew old ac-
quaintances. It is also a  “test”
night as to whether the hotel can
stand the strain on the liquid re-
freshment department without call-
ing on the reserves!

Wednesday morning was the
first business session, and after the
usual Welcome by the Chairman,

- followed by announcements, reports
and correspondence, the first paper
was read by Dr. J.P.T.Musson,
F.RP.SL. This was entitled “Phil-
ately versus Numismatics.” An ex-
ceedingly interesting paper to read
with much useful information in it,
but one which hardly lent ifself fo
any discussion.

The usual official photograph was
taken afterwards on the lawn in
front of the Hotel, in a lull be-
tween the storms of rain,

Alter lunch Motor tours left for
the Mersey Tunnel and Liverpook
Cathedral, or the former and a vist
to the Cunard White Star Linér
“ANDANIA”. Going with the lattér
party I found that the journey-
through Dockland was the most in-
teresting part. The liner was only
a small one, and the weather too
atrocious to see much of her aboveée
deck.

To those who had not previously
been through the Mersey Tunnel
the experience was an eye opener
on the achievement of modern en-
gineering. We all had tea together
in a Liverpool Cafe. and returnedf
to Southport wet and tired.

It was very pleasant to be able to
spend a gquiet evening looking at:
the wonderful film of last year's.
Congress at Cambridge given by Mr.
H.C.Green, FRP.SL. 1t is really
marvellous how Mr, and Mrs. Green
produce this film between them:
every year, and the pains they take
to record as many Congress events
as possible together with little sidé
lines on the lighter side of Con-
gress. For amateurs I think their
show must be one of the best going,
and members and delegates alike,
not to mention visitors, always.
throng to see this annual cvent.

Thursday was a busy day. Two
papers were read in the morning.
The first by Mr, Alfred Birch was
entitled “The Paper and the Stamp,”
and the second by Mr. Harold T.
Graham (Hon. Organising Secretary
of the Congress) on “The survival
of Mediaeval Watertmarks in Phil-
alely.”

It seemed to me that the second
paper was really a continuation of
the first one, and there again in
each instance, the -papers were
very interesting, but left practically
no openings for discussion.

Mr. F. T. X Caroe of Cambridge
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ccaused a mild sensalion by referr-.

ing to the stamps on postcards. as
being printed on “Rough tough buff
stuff!” Very true, but a quaint way
-of expressing it. .

The afiernoon was spent on 'a
Jong molor tour through the Ribble
and Hodder valleys, calling at Mit-
‘ton Church en route. This quaint
little edifice slopes down from the
West end to the High Altar, a thing
1 have never seen in any Church be-
fore. We finally reached the Moor-
«cock Inn where an excellent tea was
served in this lovely little
‘When we lelt Southport it was
mercly raining, but by the time we
got to the Moorcock Inn the weather
was giving us every known type of
watermark (and a few unknown
ones as_well). The view must be
excellent on a fine day, but we saw
nothing of it. It was rather a reliel
on our return to change into dry
Ihings and spend the evening at one
or other of the various Study Cir-
les.

Friday, the last day of Congress,

and the first one on which we saw
the sun, opened with the usual bal-
lot for the election of the Permanent
Executive Committee of Congress.
‘This resulted in a re-election of all
‘the previous Committee members,
with the vacancy caused by the re-
.signatlion of Capt. H. R. Oldfield
being filled by Mr. John Ireland of
Brighton, one of the four new nomi-
nations. Capt. Oldleld resigned on
.account of advancing, age.
. The fourth and last paper was
then read by Mr.-'W. H. Wosencroft
rentitled “Philately and the Ordinary
Tistener’”. This dealt chiefly with
‘Broadcasting, and several delegates
and Members of Congress expressed
their views on the lack of support
‘given to Philately by the B.B.C.

None of the four papers read dur-
ing Congress produced much dis-
cussion, and it remained for the two
motions which followed to liven up
‘the proceedings. The first by Mr. E.
~F. Hurt was to the effect that the
copyright of a paper read at Con-
‘gress remajned the property of the
-authoi.. Unfortunately he tried to
amend his own motion, which com-
‘plefely spoiled a situation that was

spot.-
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just getting interesting, and the
Chairman ruled him out of order.

. The second by Mr. L, C. C. Nichol-
son came as a bombshell to most of
those present. It was a suggestion
to"the Board of Election to the Roll
of.Distinguished Philatelists that for
the future they should select the
names of prominent British Philatel-
ists only until the list of British no-.
minations had been considerably re-
duced. This practically amounted to
a vote of censure on the Board of
Election, and by the time Mr. Ni-
cholson " had . finished speaking, the
whole room was on its toes. Some
of the remarks he made were ex-
tremely personal, but his argument
that the Roll was instituted by a
British Congress’ and that British
Philatelists should have preference.
over {oreigners received a fair
amount of support, The motion was
lost an a show of hands, but it was
noticeable that very {ew members
and delegates were present and
many abstained from voting. It is
a pity that motions are not taken on
the first day of Congress when there
is nearly always a full house. Any-
how, Mr Nicholson has given Con-

_gress something to think about dur-

ing the next twelve months.

The ceremony of “Signing the
Roll” had to be abandoned as neij-
ther of the newly elected R. D. P.s
was able to be present.

In the evening the banquet was
held at which the Congress Cup was
presented to Mr. Harold T. Graham
for his paper on “Watermarks”
(surely an apt one for the weather
conditions). In the speeches that
followed both he (as Hon. Organis-
ing Secretary) and Mr. Samuel Lord
(as Hon. Treasurer) 7received the
thanks they well deserved for hav-
ing ‘carried through such a success-
{ul Congress under such appalling
weather conditions,

How Mr. Green {dund time to
write his paper and run the Con-
gress as well is best known to him-
self, but he must have burned much
midnight oil over the two tasks, and
in carrving off the Cup as well he

~achieved a wonderful record.

To quote from -the concluding
speech at the banquet *“Liverpool
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Congress has closed down carry on
London.”

Next year’s Congress is bemg held
in London at the invitation of the
Postal History Society. The date

" has been provisionally fixed for June - - -
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12th to 14th, and the meeting place:

" will be the Lecture Hall of the Roy—

al Empire Soc1ety, Northumberland!

Avenue.
"L.C.CN.
10.7.192%.
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from a collector in distress

ANON.-

If you are not acquainted with the
Morse Code, and the above presents
difficuily in deciphering, please ask
for he.p from the nearest Boy Scout
or, more suitable for a Collector,
from your Postmistress.

(1) “..The difficulty is that the”
“average coliector has to buy”
“his own experience; and”
“very often dearly at that”
“since disinterested and con-”
“sistent advice by those who”
“have learnt their lesson is”
“conspicuously  lacking in”
“philatelic literature.”

“The -beginner who wishes”
“his initiation to be as pain-”"
“less as possible would be”
“well advised to join a So-"
“ciety. . . the contact mem-”
“bership gives with older and”
“more experienced collectors”
“and the chance of seeing”
“other people’s methods and”
“hearing their opinions is”
“well worth the money spent”
“—.also, the preparation of a”
‘‘display from one’s own col-"
“lection is the best way . to”
‘“open one’s eyes to the true”
“merit of what is possessed.”

€2)

The foregoing are excerpts from
an article by J. L. Grumbridge in
the July issue of the “Philatelist”—
the house-journal of the Regent
Stamp Co. I would ask members to
put the following question to them-
selves: —

‘Do these circumstances apply to
us Jamaica collectors, and/or to
the J.P.S.?"

Can it be fairly said that our be-
ginners get a sound start? Are there
available ‘to them the ‘“chair-legs”
and ‘‘table-edges” l.e. the helping
hands of the better-informed to save
them from the bruises of face and
limb when learning to walk in the
thobby?

Do our “advanced” guide'the steps
of the beginner—to medium who has
bought (iiterally) al least one cup
of “experience-water” to the avoid-
ance of demi-johns of the stuff?

I am at that hobbledehoy stage, the
beginner-medium—how 1 wish ‘that
1 had been able to avoid the spend-
ing of many, many shillings wasted
in acquiring off-centre, discoloured,
and otherwise poor stamps —not,
mind you, that I had not read of this
pitfall, but how much more effec-
tive the warning would have been
had it been accompanied by the dis- -

.play of even a small, well-mounted
collection of perfect adhesives shown
in contrast with a conglomeration of
what should be regarded as unac-
ceptable? Such a display, of course,
backed up by a short talk on the
“Why” the “How” and more import-
ant of all, the “Whither”.

Again, having appreciated the value
of a Society, and the advantages
likely to accrue from membership,
do our members realize their ex-
pectations? ‘True, there is the An-
nual publication, the New Issue Ser.
vice, and the circulated Approval
Booklets, but can the officers of the
J.P.S. say that there might not he
a considerable improvement in the
existing conditions? Might there not
be lectures, talks, displays, all tend-
ing to more opportunities for mem-
bers to meet and know each other?
I do not propose to suggest answers
to these almost rhetorical questions,
but it is only fair to put some others,
perhaps in mitigation:— Do our be-
ginners evince any great desire to
learn? Do they welcome the help-
ing hand? Or do they set out on
the road with that fatal virus of mis-
trust (generating from that vpopular
fallacy that any stamp, however
common, will prove on expert exam-
ination to be a rarity of astronomical
value. the signs, however, being only
readable by the man who knows).
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Do our beginners start from a
real interest in stamps or spurred on
by the idea that any sort of a collec-
tion will eventually realize what the
“Hind” or “Ferrari”’ did?

Can our medium collectors say
that they show themseves keen
enough to “go out” for the informa-
tion and learning which should be
available to them from our advanced
enthusiasts?

"Can our advanced say that they try
to arouse in our ‘“mediums” that en-
thusiasm which makes a philatelist
out of a mere collector?

Speaking as perhaps ‘“medium”,
even I met with an instance of that
odd mistrust the other day)—I was
looking for shade varielies of a quite
common recent issue, and asked a
beginner who had some three or four
hundred off paper to let me look
through them; I was met by a know-
ing leer and a murmur of some
vague ‘“variety unlisted by S/G” “as
so0 often happens (sic)” I was not
enlightened on the point and grace-
Tully retired, heaping, however, coals
of fire on his head by vpointing out
to him a one-line War O/Print with
the minute stop which was in a batch
he was trving to sell. Believe it or
not. Mr. Ripley!!!

‘My own personal experience, with
at least three of our leading collect-
ors, could not be bettered: the pa-
tience they have exhibited, even
writine letters o renly to my jeiune
questions. their opinions on stamuvs
submitted. their advice on methods
on obtaining nerded stamuvs. sugees-
tions of items for mild investment,
and other paragraphs of wvaluable
information c¢ould not have been
more satisfactory to me, nor more
veadily provided. I offer no prize
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for a correct guess of their identity
from their injtials:— H.C., G.C.G,
G.A.G.

In conclusion, may I submit for
general consideration, that a little
less insularity (selfishness?), a little
more enthusiasm, would of them-
selves beget reactions beneficial to us
all, beginners, medium, and advanced
collectors.

Ed. We have read the foregoing with
sonsiderable interest. The writer is
known to us as a recent recruit to the
tiobby and member of this Society, We
are gratifled indeed to welcome him as
a contributor to these pages, and hope we
may rely on him to coniribute to them
cegularly. His contribution breathes the
ardour of the {irue, keen philatelist, a
challenging, ardent ''secker after truth”,
and is a pleasant change from the regu-
lar, routine effort to impart information
on some philatelic subject, in that it
seeks information, knowledge and co-oper-
ation, His comment is very pertinent,
trenchant, and we Dbelicve amply justifled
from experience. It is our regret that
our experience positively supports some
of his statements. Time and again we
have offered our services generally, to
give any help of which we may be cap-
able. We have offered advice on current
subjects, that seemed to present difficulty,
but not until now has any use been made
of those offers, and then only by the writ-
er of this article. We have no sort of
guarrel with 1hose, who have not found
use for our bproffered aid, we must as-
sume that each and all are advanced
philatelists, too efficient to need it. while
we in ouw» humble way have long since

realised. that the more we learned, the
more there seemed to he learned; the |
faith attributed to d’Annunzio in large

measure has guided us., “so much to do,
so little done”. We dn have a aquarrel
with our local self sufficient coterie, be-
cause of the absolute indifference there i
»nd has been. to the many arpeals made
for their co-oneration., in enable dissem-
ination of their knowledze, for the bene-
fit of others not quite so fortinate'y
placed as thev are, who need anrl seek,
as ovr contributor dees. heln in thag
direction over various matters of concerm
and importance to them,
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Why I coliect the stamps of the Brltlsh
West Indies and of Jamaica in particular

By J. B.

Why is it that the West Indies is
so popular? The outstanding ques-
tion which always requires an an-
swer is that provoking word “why”.
The originators of this competition
have decided fto ask ‘“why” in the
hope of receiving an answer suffi-
ciently interesting to satisfy their cu-
riosity, and being of a helpful
disposition, and in case no others
should decide to answer “why”,
the writer has taken it upon him-
self to offer the following in the
hope that it will show that the old

saying of try, try again is still es- -

sential even in the world of stamps,
iI one wants to get anywhere with
them and that, as in real life, one

must start at the “bottom of the
ladder.”

The reader may well ask what's
all this about, but pray read on
and hear the story of a collector
who started at the beginning and
still is gradually climbing the phil-
atelic ladder, with the assured
knowledge that he will have no
sleepness nights so far as his col-
lection goes, that is so far as useless
issues are concerned, as the coun-
try in question will not stand for
superfluous stamps, and therefore is
what one would or should term a
collector’s paradise;
with the motley-I mean the story.

Some thirty odd years ago a
schoolboy observing a few of his
classmates pouring over a small
book and being imbued with the
inquisitiveness of youth proceeded
to satisfy his curiosity as to the
reason for the discussions
were taking place. On getting into
close proximity of the cofery he
found the classmates were engaged
in the bartering of stamps. After
studying the book and listening to
their conversation the schoolboy in
question decided to join this small
fraternity and by means of his

however, on-

which

“weekly allowance” and the assis-
tance of his companions gradually
got together a few hundred stamps.

. Then as the numbers rose so it de-

veloped itno a race as to who could
collect the most stamps and many
a penny went into the cashbox. of '
the local newsagent who stocked
penny packets-and many a “rarity’
was discovered. Condition did not
count for much in those days; the:
stamp being the thing. L

Later as experience developed ,
“Father Christmas” was asked {for,
an album and so the schoolboy imn
question reached the real “stamp
collecting’ stage. i

On leaving school all trace was:-
lost of the classmates and the ex-:
schoolboy became through compul—
sion and not desire what is termed
a ‘lone collector,” but this did not
dull his enthusiasm. On starting
business he found through a non-
collecting friend an introduction {o
a rea] live philatelist. The Iatter,. .
alas now deceased, far from turning
up his nose at the young general .
collector took him in hand and by
discussions and the loan of books:
gradually initiated him into the-
finer arts of the hobby. When the
time was ripe the youthful general
collector was duly proposed and
elected a member of the local phil-
atelic society and, was now full of
pride having at last come info his
kingdom. All this time the old al-
bum was being filled until it reached
bursting point.

Then came the day when after
seeing a display by a visiting spe-

. cialit * the youth pondered over his

album and decided it was time it
was discarded and a new loose leaf
albur~ obtained. but what to collect
required consideration The cata-
logue was brought ont and perused.
On reaching the letter “J” he dis-
covered the countrv which seemed
familiar and brought back memories:
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as it were of some bygone day, al-
though to his knowledge he had
never been there. It seemed so
like an old friend that he knew he
had found his country and his search
therefore was at an end-Jamaica the
land of his dreams. He closed the
catalogue, brought out his old al-
bum, removed the stamps of Jamaica
from the page, mounied them in his
new loose-leaf album and so ano-
ther specialist was born.

His next difficulty was to obtain
a supply of stamps from the island
or correspondents there. Many a
letter was sent out to addresses
found in books but no replies were
forthcoming; however, the youth
having faith in Jamaica persevered
and with the aid of fellow col-
lectors and friendly dealers eventu-
ally got a fairly vrepresentative
collection  together. The World
War by this time was drawing to an
end when one day he obtained a
valued correspondent in Jamaica
but alas after a time when things
looked rosy, this friend failed him.

Nothing daunted he continued
his search until owing to business
he had to leave the scenes of his
youth and proceed to London. Now
with the metropolis at his feet he
felt sure his Jamaica would reach
greater heights. He obtained an in-
troduction to the greatest authori-
ty of Jamaica in the country, name-
ly, our old friend Mr. L. C. C. Ni-
cholson, and with his aid, which
from that day to this has never
been refused, made such strides as
he had never thought possible.
Eventually he became a life mem-
ber of the Jamaica Philatelic So-
ciety, obtained correspondents and
got the stamps he had always de-
sired.

One may well ask “why pick on
Jamaica?” You see this annoying
“why” crops up again. Well apart
from the reason already mentioned
just take a look at the handbook
issued by the Jamaica Philatelic
Society’s Committee and  after
having done so and perused it
thoroughly there you will obtain
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the answer fo the “why”; but again
just remember that whilst the in-
formation contained therein seems
to be complete, yet there are many
“avenues” still left for the “explor-
er” to map out if he cares to take
a little time and trouble. The hand-
book in question was not in exis-
tence at the time but the youth of
this story knew of the fascination
of Jamaica long before it was ga-
thered together in the form of the
book and even now feels that with
the additional knowledge available
and still to be gleaned, another book
could be written but there will al-
ways be the feeling-‘“is it the last
word” to which the answer is ‘“no”.
This should be enough to satisfy
even the most rabid enthusiast and
is as it should be.

The Postal history of the island
is a joy to a specialist, what with
the prestamp era, the G. B’s, the
early obliterators, the temporary
rubber cancellations as well as the
railway postmarks, whilst the
stamps themselves are all within
reach of the average collector, and
there are plenty of varieties to look
for. The Jamaica postal authorities
have not made a practice of issuing
superfluous sets to catch the collec-

tor. Not many islands can point fo
only one provisional adhesive
stamp issue (excepting the war

stamps of course) in a period ex-
tending over eighty years-a record
to Dbe justifiably proud of, which
Jamaica can claim. And now with
the new reign, new issues, the
latest being very fine and a worthy
addition to any collection.

So that schoolboy of thirty odd
years ago, who incidentally, need I
add, is myself, remembering the di-
fficulties he had to overcome in the
days of his youth finds it gives him
the greatest interest to help the Ju-
niors of today with their collections,
in the hope that they too may fol-
low on, and who will deny that
they will say in years fo come, as
I say now, that I collect the stamps
of Jamaica for the interest and
pleasure they give me-what more
can ope say than that.
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19th Annual Report of the Jamaica Philatelié
Society --- Year ending 13th April 1939.

The year under review has not
been remarkable for any outstand-
mg occurrence in the Society, but
it is satisfactory to report that in-
terest has been maintained in the
Society’s affairs and membership
has increased to 171.

(2) The increase in numbers has
not been as satisfactory as last year
when the increase numbered 13.
The committee would like to see
more local stamp collectors join-
ing the Society so that our services
and the advantages of membership
in the Society may further advance
their knowledge of the hobby. We
row have 76 members resident
abroad and 95 resident in Jamaica,
nearly all of the latter living away
from Kingston and therefore, are
not always able to join our meetings

which are invariably held in the
Corporate Area.
(3) The following table shows

that the growth in the membership
since 1920-—1921—26 members.

1924—53
1927—70 .
1931—109 .,
1939—171

(4) The committee regrets to re-
cord the death of Mr. Verron K.
Melhado who pased on at his home
in Bethlehem, Pennas, U.S.A. Mr.
Melhado was a son of our much re-
spected fellow citizen Mr. R. E, H.
Melhado. He setfled in America
many years ago and leaves a widow
and a family of young children. We
shall miss him not only because of
his keen interest in the stamps of
Jamaica, of which he had a fine col-
lection, but for his happy nature, his
readiness at all times to support the
work of this Society. To his sor-
rowing relatives we extend the So-
ciety’s deep sympathy.

(5) There have been no offers
from members during the past year
to read papers or give displays at
our meetings, neither did we receive

any entries to the competitions au-
thorised by the Society as set out on
page 48 of the Jamaica Philatelist
for 1938.

(6) The Exchange Branch under
the excellent management of Mr.
Fernandez continued its good work.
Packets were regularly circulated
and the average number of mem-
bers seeing them was well main-
tained.

(7) The distribution of new issues
of the stamps of the British West
Indies to those members who asked
for them, resulted in much -extra
work to the Hony. Secretary who,
for lack of help, was called upon to
undertake this extra work after
Mr. Fernandez had been, at his
urgent request, relieved of this sec-
tion of the Society’s activities.

(8) During the year Jamaica is-
sued a complete set of stamps. The
id., 1d. and 14d. values were gazet-
ted on the 15th Sept. 1938, and the
other values, 2d. to 10/1; on the Ist
Dec. 1938. The three low values
were put into circulation on the
10th October and the other denomi-
nations on the 10th December, 1938.

(9) The Jamaica Philatelist for
1938 was distributed to members
during July 1938, and in the suc-
ceeding weeks several hundred
copies were distributed throughout
the world, free of cost to Philatelic
Societies and individual philatelists
who wrote for copies. We are in-
debted to the Editor of the “Ameri-
can Philatelist” for his continued
kind reference to the magazine.

(10) Your committee again ap-
peals to members for support of
the magazine. Contributions of
original articles, or items of Phila-
telic interest, would be very much
welcomed by Mr. H. Cooke the As-
sociate Editor, to whose hard work
and keen interest the continuance
of our Journal is due. We take this
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opportunity of recording the com-
mittee’s appreciation of, and thanks
for his work,

(11) The Magazine was entered
at the Prague International Exhibi-
tion in 1938 and was awarded a
bronze medal. The Society also re-
ceived the thanks of the Exhibition
Committee for a silver medal pre-
sented for competition, and which
was awarded to Mr. B. H. Homan,

Jr. of 116 Nassau Street, New York,-

U.S.A., for his exhibit of the stamps
of St. Lucia,

(12) It is appropriate that refer-
ence should be made here to the
forthcoming Centenary Philatelic
Exhibition opening in London, Eng-
land, on May 6, 1940, the organiza-
tion ‘of which is in the hands of the
Royal Philatelic Society, London.
The Secretary of our Society has
been appointed the honorary Exhi-
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support of our members from whom
we expect loyal participation in
such an outstanding celebration.

(13) Finance—The year opened
with a credit balance of £60 7/7
and closed with a credit of
£28 1/23. The reduced balance is
chiefly due 1o advances made for
the purchase of new issues, which
have not yet been fully dlstrlbuted

(14) Our thanks are due, and are
hereby tendered, to Philatelic So-
cieties and Editors of Philatelic
Magazines for Iliterature so Kkindly
sent us during the year and for
kindly references in their publica-
tions to this Society. We particu-
larly desire to thank the Scott
Stamp Co, of New York for sending
us their excellent Stamp Monthly
which is much appreciated.

M. E. SPOONER,

bition Commission in Jamaica. He President.
has broadcast a writien appeal for
financial support and your commit- G. C. GUNTER,
tee hopes that his efforts in this di- Hon. Secty.
rection will receive the practical 30th June, 1939.
JAMAICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Cash Account for Year Ended 13th April, 1939.
1938 1939
14th, 13th.
April April.
. £ s. d. £ s. d. By payments for:—
To Balance in Bank 58 6 1 £ s. d £ 8. d
. ,» hand 216 60 7 17 Printing = . . 012 6
’ Postage & Statlonery 4 10 035
1939 Congress Fees ... .. 110 ©
13th. Purchase of Catalogues
April, A and books - 018 6
To Cash received Foreign subscrlptmns 4 5 9
during the year Albums and Accessories
For Entrance Fees 1 3 0 purchased for members 519 11
.» Subscriptions e 9129 New Issues e o 103 6 0
,, Life Members’ fees 4 4 0 Cost of printing Jamaica
., Advertisements— Philatelist ... 14 0 0O
Ja. Philatelist ... 310 Donations for use of Hall 111 6
,,» Albums and Phil- Donations to 1940 Exhibi-
atelic Accessories 7 17 415 tion. Committee .. ... 3 30
. Sale of New Is- Entrance fee to Prague
sues . 78 6 1015 Exhibition 0 69
,» Commission on Medal to Prague Exhibition 016 0
Packet Sales —" 319 4 Balance in Bank £24 7 3
,» Bank Interest ... 0 8 7 v .. hand 313 115 28 1 214
., Refund for Post-
age . .. 0 0 8 10813 7T
£169 1 2

£169 1 2

G. C. GUNTER,
Hon. Secretary & Treasurer.
Date: 16th June, 1939.
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List of Members.

ADDRESS

. 16 West Heath Vil-

las, Bodmin, Corn-
Wall, Eng.

. The Rectory, Pen-

rith Rd., Cross
Rds., Ja.

Rosebank, Retire-
ment Crescent,
Cross Roads, Ja.

Crossbrook, Marl-
borough Rd., Park-
stone, Dorset, Eng.

. 9 Vincent Street,

..Kingston, Ja.

. 44 Orange St., King-

ston, Ja.
Cornwall College,
Montego Bay, Ja.

2a Oxford Road,
Cross Roads, Ja.

i1 Ripon Rd., Cross
Rds., Ja.

5 East Ave. Swfield.,
Cross Rds., Ja.

. 99 Harbour Street,

Kingston, Ja.

. P.O. Box, 158, King-

ston, Ja.

. Bank of Nova Scotia,

Kingston, Ja.

- 62 Violet Lane, Croy-

don, Eng.

. Claremont, Ja.

Lucea, Ja.

. U. F. Co., Montego

Bay, Ja.

. 90 Hanover St., Kgn.,

Ja.
Montego Bay, Ja.

. Redlands, Calif.,

US.A.

. Morant Bay, Ja.
. C/o Machado's Park

Lodge, Kingston,
Ja:

- Nathan & Co., Ltd.,

Kingston, Ja.

- P.O. Box 340 Arm-

strong, B. C,,
Canada

NaME
Elliott, Geoxrge

Field, F. J.
Fletcher, R. H.

Fox, J. M.

1]

Forrest, G. L.

Foster, Mrs. A.
¥raser, Miss J, Ina

Gauntlett, H. G. ...

Green, H. B,

Harris, H. N.

Harrison, Lady V.
M.
Harvey, Mrs. Lena

Hitt, Henry C.

Holman, W. M.

Kingdon, Miss E. ..

Litteljohn, H. T. .
Livingston, G. C, ..

Macks, K.
ford

Frank-

Marshall, Wm.

Macdnoald,
bert G.

Her-

MacGregor, C. M. .
MacPherson, Miss
G. M.

ADDRESS

. 8103 Brynhurst Ave.,

Los Angeles, Calit.,
U.S.A.

. Sutton Coldfleld,

Eng.
Jamaica Welfare,
Kingston, Ja.

. 202 L. A, Railway

Bldg., Los Angeles
California

. Ailsa, Black River,

.Ja.

... Montego Bay, Ja.

Montego Bay, Ja.

Lake Ville, Cross
Roads, Ja.

. 18 Wedgewood Walk,

Merchantville, N.
J., US.A.

. Canadian Bank of

Commerce, Dun-
can, B.C.,, Canada

. Prospect Estate,

Morant Bay, Ja.
Chapelton, Ja.

. Box 883 Bremerton,

Washington, U.S.A.

. FRP.SL. 41 Park-

side, Eltham, Lon-
don, S.E. 9 Eng.

Manhattan, Cross
Rds., Ja.

Orange Bay, Ja.

Jamaica Mutual
Bldg., Kingston,
Ja.

. C/o0 Hotel Carlton,

Cambridge Wai-
kato, N.Z.

. Belmont Castle,

Meigle, Pertshire,
Scotland

. 188 Harbour St.,

Kingston, Ja.
Highgate, Ja.

. 99 Maxfleld Ave.,

H.W. Tree, Jam.
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glas
Palmer, Col. Geo.
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Pierce, Arthur D, ..
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Powell, Rev. H. A.
U.

Poyser, Mrs, J.

Platt, Mrs. D. E. ..

Quin, H. A.

Aarons, Miss C. ..

Aarons, David
Alcock, R. C.
Allen, Thos.

Aguilar, E.

LIST OF MEMBERS— (Continued).

ADDRESS
Orange Street, King-
ston, Ja.
Montego Bay, Ja.

. 10 Temple Lane,

Kingston, Ja.
Mandeville, Ja.

Spanish Town, Ja.

... T Holborn Rd., Hailf-

way Tree, Ja.

. Salvation Army

Hdgqrs., Kingston,
Ja.

Barclays Bank (D.
C. & 0.), Port
Maria, Ja.

. Govt. Audit Office,

Kingston, Ja.

1027 Greenmount
Road, Haddonfleld,
New Jersey, U.S.A.

. C/o United Fruit Co.,

Kingston, Ja.
Mandeville, Ja.

... Charlottenburgh,

Highgate, Ja.
4 Up Park Camp,
Cross Rds., Ja.

. P.W.D., Montego Bay,

Ja.

NAME
Reid, Ed. G.

Rolston, S, Jnr.
Rowe, E. §. B.

Rowe, Mrs. E. 8. B.

Scott, Mrs. Mat-
thew

Scherer, C. A.
Simpson, Dr. Wm.
Smith, Mrs. M,
Lucie

Vermont, A, E. H,

Whittemore, Edgar

Williamsen, F. L. ...

Woodbridge, W.
Norman

Whiting, W. J.

*

Walecott, G. G.

LIFE MEMBERS.

C/o0 Lewis Ashen-
heim, Esq., King-
ston, Ja.

. 24 King Street, King-

ston, Ja.

. 11 Regent St., Chel-

tenham, Glos. Eng.

. Frinton-on-Sea,

Essex, Eng.

. 11 West King's

House Rd., Half-
way Tree, Ja.

Baker, Mrs. Joshua Port Antonio, Ja.

Bartlett, Rev, S. H.

P.O. Box 69, Lan-
caster, Ohio, U.S.A.

Benson, J.

Bellman, Capt.J.F.
Berry, D. A.

Bourke, A. W.

Brandon, M r s .
Chas.

Braun, Richard

Bricker, 1. C.

ADDRESS

. Montego Bay, Ja.
. Tarana Road, Levin,

N.Z.

98 Tower Street,
Kingston, Ja.
98 Tower Street,
Kingston, Ja.

. U. F. Co., Bowden,

Ja. )
3608 W. 27th Street,
Milwaukee, U.S.A.
The Ivies, 3 Ade-
laide Rd., Andover,
Hants, England

. 46 Lady Musgrave

Rd., Half-way Tree,
Ja.

Blackstonedge, Ja.

55639 Pershing, Ave.,
St. Louis, Missouri,
US.A.

44 Orange Street,
Kingston, Ja.

. 14 Cossington Road,

Westclif-on-Sea,
Essex, Eng.

. Barclays Bank (D.

C. & 0.), Kingston,
Ja.

. 1a Oxford Road,

Cross Rds., Ja.

Failte, Top Street
‘Way, Harpenden,
Herts., Eng.

R.AP.C., England

. 19 Corporation St.,

Manchester, Eng-
land

.. Harvey & Bourke,

Kingston, Ja.

. 41 Hope Road, King-

ston, Ja.

. Elora, Ontario.

Canada
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NamMme
Brigham, C. Pliny

Bruce, Dr. H. B. .

Campbell,
Jean

Miss

Carman, B, E.
Cargill, J. H. -
Clark, Dr., H. Ly-

man
Clark, D. S, M. ..
Clerk, Astley G. ...

Coles, Miss Julia
Ww.

Collett, G. W.

Collins,
J.

Lieut. T. F,

Ernandez, L. C.

Fernandez, P. J. ...
Finzi, Eugene

Fojo, Eugenio
French, Edgar

Gobault, Geo. A. ..
Goffe, Mrs.. Lesline

Godden, Frank

Gunter, G. C, F.
R, P. 5. L.

Hall, C. Lyon

Harmer, H. R.

Heron, Mrs. E, E.
" W.
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LIST OF MEMBERS— (Continued).

ADDRESS
753 E 55th Street,

New York
Collaroy Beach, Syd-
ney, N.S.W., Aus-

tralia

Elstow, 5 Vic., Cres-
cent, Glasgow, W2,
Scotland

. Reading, Ja.
. Kingston, Ja.

.. Cambridge, Mass.,

US.A.
St. Ann’'s Bay, Ja.

Kingston, Ja.

. Colescroft, Glen

Cove, Long Island,
N.Y. U.S.A.

. B4 Jermyn Street,

London, S.W.,1.
England

. Ashdon Hall,

Saffron Walden,
Essex, England

. Spanish Town, Ja.

P.O. Box 158, King-
ston, Ja.

. Reka Dom, Half-way

Tree, Ja.

. Asua, (Biscay), Spain
. 603 South, 14th St.,

Newecastle, Indiana,
US.A.

Kingston, Ja.
Oxford, Port Maria,
Ja

. 110-111 Strand W.C.2

London, Eng.

. Ja. Govt. Railway,

Kingston, Ja.

. Spring: Garden, Buff

Bay, Ja.
131-137 New Bond
St., London, W.1.,
. Eng.

.. Shooters Hill P.O.

ADDRESS
Hine, Mrs. R.

Hudson, Miss Gwen

Hurt, E, F.

Jackson, Norman S.

Jensen, Mrs. C. H.
Kunz, John G.

Linden, G. H.

Lodge, L. J. Gil-
bert, F.R.P.S.L.

Lowe, Robson

Lewis, Mrs. A. M.

Mayhew, F. G.

Morrice, F. H,
Morris, G. W.

Murra.y; Dr. P. C.

Murray, Mrs.
Alexr.

Norpna, Delf

Palmer, Mervin G.

Pearson, G.

Phillips, Stanley ...

Pinto, Claude deS.

NAME-
3780-6G4th Street,

Woodside L.IL,
U.S.A.
New Hope, Little
"London, Ja.

. “Winfleld”, Dal-

keith Road, Har-
penden, Herts.,
Eng.
Cornwall College,
Montego Bay, Ja.
15 Hopefleld Ave.,
Half-way Tree, Ja.

.. Miranda, Oriente,.

Cuba

. 11 Cairn Ave., Ealing

London, W.5. Eng.

. C/o The Royal Phil-

atelic Society, 41
Devonshire Place,
London, W.1., Eng.

. 96 Regent Street,

London, W. 1, Eng.
Brumalia, Mande-
ville, Jamaica -

. 136 Queens Way,

Bayswater, Lon-
don, W.2, Eng.

. Brown’s Town, Ja.
. Devon Street, S;m-

mons Town, South
Africa

Public Hospital,
Kingston, Ja.

... San Jose, Costa Rica
. 1002-5th Street,

Moundsville, W.
Virginia, U.S.A.
(F.R.G.S.) The Spin-
nery, Addington,

Surrey, Eng.

. The Hacienda, Ex-

ford Ave.,
Westcliff-on-sea,
Essex, Eng.

Managing Director,,
Stanley Gibbons,
Ltd., 391 Strand
London, W.C.2,
Eng. -

45 Barry Street,
Kingston, Ja.
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NamMe
Pratt, C. W.

Roberts, R.

Ross, Mrs, F. M. ...
Ross-Shiells, H.

Samuel, D.
F.R.P.S.L.

M.,
Sessenwein, P. W.

Scadamore, C, G. ..
Simms, Major H. ..
Snypp, John E.

Solomon, Dr. . C.

Spooner Mrs. M.

Stewart, C, A, F. ..

Taylor, Capt. A. L.

DeSouza, Claude ...

Edwards, W. Buck-
land

Egly, Eugene
Huber, Harry E. ...

Klein, Eugene

Lichtenstein, Al-

fred F.
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ADDRESS

. 186 Balmoral Road,

Gillingham, Kent,
England

.- 430 Strand, London,

W.C.2, Eng.

. 4 Eldon Street, lL.on-

don, E.C.2, Eng.

. 131 Harbour St.,

Kingston, Ja.

7—2 Amesberry Ave,,
Monireal, Quebec,
Canada

Montego Bay, Ja.

Liguanea P.O., Ja.

. Rt.. 2 Box 332 Brem-

erton, Wash.,
U.S.A.

116 Harbour Street,
Kingston, Ja.

. Constant Spring, Ja.

Woodfield, Walkers
Wood, Ja.

C/o Lloyds Bank,
Cox and King's
Branch 6 Pall
Mall, London,
S.W.1, Eng.

NaME ADDRESS
Tucker, Douglas .. Brown's Town, Ja.

Tucker, Geo. H. ... 23 Dublin Crescent,
Henleaze, Bristol,
Eng.

Stock Ex. Bldg.,
Philadelphia,
U.S.A.

Turner, C.Brinkley

Dr. Ken-
. 620W 168 St.,, N. Y.

City, US.A

Turner,
neth B.

Urwick, Dr. R. H. .. Council House
Court, Shrews-

bury, Eng.

Watkin, A. J. . 20 Heathgate, Lon-
don N.W. 11, Eng.
Westmorland, Mrs.
W. H W. ... Blackstonedge, Ja.
Whitley, Leonard .. Passley Gardens, Pt.
Antonio, Ja.
Whidden, Capt. C.
w. w.. C/o U. F, Co.,, Ja.
Woodward, K. . 2501 Curtis St., Bast
Elmhurst, N.Y.,
U.S.A.
Wright, Lt. Col. H.
H. .... Leith Fort, Edin-
burgh, Scotland
Frank

Valencia, . 30 Pt. Royal Street,

Kingston, Ja.

HONORARY MEMBERS.

Kingston, Jamaica

. 1 Vanbrugh Park

London, S.E.3 Eng.

. 25 Arncliffe Road,

West Park, Leeds,
Eng.

5913 Rippey Street,
Pittsburgh, Pa..
U.S.A.

. 200 South 13th St.,

Phila., U.S.A.

. P.O. Box 994 City

Hall Station, N.Y.,
U.S.A.

Melville, Fred J. .. 10a Ardbeg Road,
. Herne Hill, Lon-
don, S.E. 24., Eng.
Morton, Rev. C. S.
F.R.P.S.L. . 136 Brooke Road,
Stoke Newington,
London, N.16, Eng.

Nicholson, L. C. C.
F.R.P.S,L, . 26 South Grove,

Peckham, Londor
S.E., 15, Eng.

Phillips, Chas. J. ... 10 West 86th St.,
New York, U.S.A.

Taylor, Dr. Stanley C/o0 Westminster
Bank, Ltd., Iron
Gate, Derby, Eng.

Vallancey, F. Hugh 15 St. Bride Street,
Ludgate Circus,
London, EC., 4,
Eng.
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HARMER’S of BOND STREET,
LONDON

The World’s Premier Stamp
Auctioneers,

will be pleased to send the following publications, without charge, to
all philatelists in Jamaica interested in huying or selling line and
rare postage Stamps (hrough the Bond Street Stamp Auctions:

“Resume for the Season, 1937-38".

A magnificent 48-page full-art production, detailing all the major reali-
sations of last Season with illustrations of many of the items, and
containing in addition a number of articles on various philalelic sub-
jects and a full page of rarities in natural colours.

“Selling Stammps by Auction”.

An intervesting leallet, explaining the gimplicity and securily ol selling
thhrough the Bond Street Stamp Auctions. Full particulars of charges,
insurance, advances, etc., are inciuded.

Fully illustrated Auction Catalogues.

These fully illustrated auction catalogues, accurately described by the
finest staff of experts of any stamp firm in the World, are published
every week throughout the Season. The completeness and absolute
fairness of the descriptions permit the long-distance buyer equal facii- §
ities to the “man in the room”.

MAY WE SEND YOU ANY OR ALL OF THESE PUBLICATIONS?

H. R. HARMER

Auctioneer of the £149,000 “Hind” C(Collection
131-137, New DBond Street, Loundon, W.I. England

O’_ables: Phistamsel, London.

LATEST GREAT COLLECTION FOR THE BOND STREET 2
STAMP AUCTIONS:

The “Tracey Woodward” Collection of JAPAN,
by far the greatest collection of this country ever formed.
Auction date: June 20th, 27th and 28th.
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