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THE CHAIRMAN’S EDITORIAL

This seems to be the only suitable place for Society news =
all, I can assure you, that the Journal will contain - and
first of all I wish to say that the members sadly miss Tom
Foster's presence at the meetings in Leeds, Tom has not
been well for some time, and recently he had to go into hos-

pital.

We wish him well, and hope it will not be too long

before he is back with us.

And while
‘son known
are- told,
never too

on the subject of Tom, it seems strange that aper-
worldwide as an expert on Jamaica has never, sowe
entered Stampex before this year.
late, even for an expert, and we congratulate him

However, it is

on receiving a Silver Medal for his entry of Jamaica Censor-
ship in World War II, onwhich his contribution to the Roses

Officers Contents
5 1977f78 Chatemants, Eddterialeee wovevwovvamassamaans)
CHAIRMAN The Early Registration Service
—?_"'f" ) in Grenadas.eeessseaess TONYy Shepherde...3
G.G.Ritchie Postage Stamps of the Turks & Caicos Is.
0 1960csceveccccosessMalcolm Watts..osod
SECRETARY Consorship Newswssve s swiesinssisaseiesese10
M.D.Watts U.S. Naval Visits to Trinidad 1936«39
Brian Renshaw...13
TREASURER A Cover with a Story......Tony Shepherd...15
T The Bahamas: The Abaco Islands
M.Rego and their Postmarks...Malcolm Watts...17
Ship Mail of the Caribbean
EDITOR Ronald Ward.....22
G.G.Ritchie C and IC Marks added to Bermuda
16 Stray Walk Censor LabelS...ee.sssRichard Heapee.. 27
Harrogate Coil Stamps of St.lLucia...Geoff Ritchie...31



Roses Philatelic Society Caribbeana

2
Handbook No.2 is based.

A joint Convention with the BWISC was held at Warwick last
November. To all concerned in the organisation of this - the
accommodation, the displays and the auction - the thanks of
the Roses go. Excellent talks were given by our member, Ken
Watson, on "Jamaican Railway Cancellations" and by J.L.Mes-
senger for the BWISC on "St.Vincent". It was an excellent
get-together of over 50 collectors, which enabled one "to
meet fellow philatelists from as far away as Italy.

The 21st Anniversary of the Roses Society falls in1978, and
it is hoped that this can be marked by some special event
next autumn.

Material is getting scarcer and scarcer - and much more ex-—
pensive - and many of us have accumulated as much as we are
likely to get in some directions. However, in the meantime
we have become experts inone or more particular subject,and
this information ought tobe put on paper for the benefit of
those who follow - or even for thase who merely like to read
all about it! This "Caribbeana" is being put together from
members' contributions, but to avoidcalling on the same con-
tributors each time I would appeal,to all members who can,to
send contributions for the next number. Only in this way
will the contents be representative of the whole West Indies,
and maybe your territory might be there! :

The Society is steadily increasing in numbers, and for some
this Journal is probably the only tangible evidence of our
existence. In welcoming the new members, therefore, I would
point out that the previous exhortation applies equally to
them! And now good hunting!

G.G.Ritchie
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THE EARLY REGlSTRATlON SERVICE
IN GRENADA ' A by A. Shephe?d

Great Britain inaugurated a registered letter service to the
West Indian colonies on 1 January 1858, but no reciprocal
service was provided. A receipt for a letter from England
to Grenada is shown in Fig 1 (outer back cover). Grenada
assumed control of its own postal affairs on 1 January 1861,
but it is doubtful if a registered service was provided then.
A mark on an outgoing registered cover of 1872 to London is
shoun (Fig 2). This is the earliest known example, the next
being 1881, and the author feels that registration was prob-
ably started in 1872, when the Grenada P.0. was reorganised.

RECISTERED REGISTERED

Two types of straight-line REGISTERED handstamp have been
recorded, unseriffed as in Fig 2 and seriffed as on a cover
of 1901 (Fig 3). These handstamps were applied only to reg-
istered mail in ordinary envelopes, and not to the special
post office registered envelopes which were imprinted with
a blue R in oval.

A handstamp of the standard British colonial mark (Fig 4) was
introduced in Grenada and used in black in the same manner

as the straight-line stamps. The earliest re-

/ corded date of use at the GPO is 8 MY 83, and
as registration facilities were available at the

.. District Offices of Gouyave, Victoria, Sauteurs,
Grenville, St. Davids and the Grenadine island

of Carriacou this stamp was also issued there.
, It has been recorded from each office, but all
Fig 4 handstamps are identical.

The use of regis-
tration labels be-
gan in the early
nineteen hundreds,
and Fig S shows the
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