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GEORGE WILLIAM GORDON

In the year 1820 George William Gordon was born of very humble parentage. His father, Joseph
Gordon, was a Scotsman, who had had several children illegitimately by a dark complexioned
slave girl. George William was one of these. All of the children born out of wedlock were kept
practically as slaves until they were freed by the General Emancipation Act in the next decade.

However, as the elder Gordon recognized that George William was extremely promising, he gave
him school books to teach himself, and then allowed him to go at the age of 10 to James Daly of
Black River, who was the younger Gordon's Godfather.

It can be said that George William Gordon owed his education to Joseph Daly, and also in part to
his eagerness with which he read to increase his knowledge. Daly put him to work as an assistant
in the business in 1831 and noted how popular he, was with his various customers. He had a
natural gift as an Orator which he enjoyed using not only in politics but in religious controversy. He
was very erratic in his religious outlook, as he joined several sects, and talked of forming a Church
of his own.

Gordon was extremely generous to his father, and although he was not jealous, he wished to outdo
him. His business acumen far exceeded that of his father, and in a short while he was well on his
way to success. His father, seeing this, although he had in previous years completely ignored his
son, called on him and offered assistance. However, there was a reason, for the elder Gordon's
affairs were going from bad to worse. The son took charge, and therefore was able to save some
of his father's holdings; in particular was Cherry Garden which he returned to his father as a home.

In October. 1846, Gordon married Lucy Shannon — a white woman.

Gordon entered politics as a member of the Town Party, and was extremely interested in the
welfare of the poverty stricken negroes, whereas Jordon and others of the Party were mainly
interested in the coloured middle class. Gordon was a Justice of the Peace for seven parishes at
various times.

As mentioned before, Gordon was an extremely good businessman, having large holdings in St.
Thomas including the Rhine Estate. He was interested in selling land cheaply to the negroes at a
time when many whites refused to sell to the negroes. He was one of the Chief Founders of the
Jamaica Mutual Life Assurance Society, an Insurance Company which is one of the largest in the
Island today.

Edward John Eyre arrived in Jamaica as Lieutenant Governor supposedly to take over for a period,
during which time the Governor, Sir Charles Darling, had been granted leave of absence. At this
time there was a lot of discontent in the Island which could easily have been smoothed over by an
able, well-meaning Governor. But Eyre was not that man. With two such personalities as Eyre and
Gordon, there was bound to be a clash.

Eyre, however, had shown great promise in his previous appointments. In Australia - where several
places had been named after him, Trinidad - where he had been named protector of the East
Indian Immigrants, and also had held a high position in the Leeward Islands. Therefore why should
he have made such a mess of things in Jamaica?

He was definitely not popular while he acted as Governor, and in many cases enraged the people
of the Island in the manner in which he managed (or mismanaged) affairs.
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Gordon, of course, completely opposed Eyre, and he had dropped out of the Assembly. However,
early in 1862 he attempted to return from St. Thomas in a bye-election, but was defeated. He was
a member of the St. Thomas Vestry, as the Parochial Board was then called.

The House of Assembly was dissolved in 1863. Gordon renewed his candidacy in St. Thomas and
was re-elected. A few months later he won the Church Wardens seat in the Vestry of the same
Parish, as the Established Church (The Church of England) had to have a member, apart from its
Clergyman. Eyre then put one of his friends, Baron Maximilian Augustus Von Ketelholdt, whom he
could trust to deal with such people as Gordon, in the position of Custos of St. Thomas. Von
Ketelholdt declined to allow Gordon to take his seat in the Vestry on the grounds that he was now
a Baptist and therefore could not speak for the Church of England. The Baron had Gordon forcibly
removed from the room. This episode ended in a law suit.

In 1863 Gordon began to speak seriously in the Assembly re the rights of the poorer classes, as
per the Flogging Bill and the Treadmill Bill which Eyre had brought out previously.

In May 1864 Jamaica was astonished to learn that. Eyre had been made Full Governor of Jamaica.

In 1865 Dr. E.B. Underhill, a Missionary in the Island, had written a letter addressed to the Colonial
Office dealing with conditions in Jamaica, which had caused a great deal of interest at home and
also abroad. Meetings were held all over the Island and these were known as "Underhill Meetings."
These meetings were approved by Gordon, and he also held meetings on his own. However, it
must be said that all the meetings were orderly, and the outcome was a petition addressed to
Queen Victoria asking for relief measures. The petition was sent to England by Eyre who in return
received a Document from the Colonial Secretary stating that "The Queen had been informed and
that she wished to commend hard work and industry to the labouring classes of Jamaica. They
must not expect schemes of Government aid to improve their condition." "Her Majesty would
regard with interest and satisfaction their advancement through their own merits and effort."

This is what is known in Jamaica's History as the "Queen's Letter."

Eyre had thousands of copies printed of this letter for island--wide distribution. He said he believed
it would put an end to the "Underhill Meetings." But Gordon went ahead with plans for a gathering
in Morant Bay on July 29th. He also spoke in .other Parishes. Although he spoke in a mild manner
towards the Queen's Ministers, Eyre took exception to the wording on one of his placards.

At this time there was a lot of unrest in St. Thomas which mainly centered about Paul Bogle of
Stony Gut, whom Gordon had made a Deacon of his independent Baptist sect. Bogle was firm
political follower of Gordon's and had canvassed votes for him previously, but this could not make
Gordon responsible for Bogle's local organization.

Paul Bogle was a man of great personality and carried much influence and authority locally. His
organization was a law on to themselves, for it was reported that they had established a system of
Courts among themselves, to deal with their own disputes. One could not say that Gordon
encouraged Bogle in his demonstrations, etc. but he did know of these, and may be even hoped
that it would help in some small measure, to bring about Self Government for Jamaica. But
definitely not through Bloodshed.

On October 7th Bogle was in Morant Bay with some of his followers. This was one of their Court
Days. During one of the cases, there was a bit of trouble, and during the ensuing scuffle, Bogle
and his followers took away the prisoner. Three days later, the 10th, the Police arrived at Stony
Gut to arrest Bogle, and they were subsequently overpowered and forced to swear loyalty to the
movement of the peasants. When they were released they returned to Morant Bay and reported
this incident to the Custos.

Von Ketelholdt sent a messenger to the Governor to ask for immediate military aid, but decided to
hold the meeting of the Vestry scheduled for the following day. The volunteers or militia were called
to protect the Court House.

Bogle started early for Morant Bay with around 200 men, while about 100 others joined from
nearby districts. On the way down Bogle reported that he was not in revolt against the Queen; he
and his people had resisted unjust arrest and would continue to do so, but he would apply for bail.
They rushed a Police Station, and seized muskets, etc. The cry "COLOUR FOR COLOUR" was
heard amongst the marchers, for the negroes hoped that through the killing of the whites, they
would own the Island. When the marchers reached the Court house they met a small contingent of
armed volunteers. Fighting commenced. The Custos after trying to regain peace, read the Riot Act
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to them. However, someone in the street threw a stone which injured an officer. This eventually
started the firing of muskets, etc. which lead to the killing of quite a number of people - amongst
whom was Von Ketelholdt.

Bogle took over Morant Bay. He left a Garrison there, but returned to Stony Gut.

Eyre seeing the situation in St. Thomas, Portland and St. Andrew proclaimed Martial Law on these
parishes, but not Kingston, as this was a commercial area. Soldiers were alerted to take over
during this crisis on behalf of the Government.

Eyre said that all of the trouble was due to Gordon's agitation. Although he did not have Gordon
arrested he had his Newspaper "THE WATCHMAN" raided and suppressed. Eyre then chartered a
ship, which he travelled to Morant Bay in, following in the wake of two war vessels which he had
already despatched.

Gordon was subsequently arrested through the instigation of Dr. Bowerbank, who had had
Gordon's shop and offices searched, where he had found an old map of Kingston with marks at
certain points and rushed to show this to one of the Military men in command. Thus egged on by
Bowerbank, Eyre had had a warrant issued for Gordon's arrest. However, Gordon on hearing of
the warrant gave himself up. He was subsequently turned over to Provost Marshall Ramsay with
instructions to be tried for "high treason and sedition and having complicity with certain parties in
the insurrection.” He was extremely badly treated before he was eventually locked up.

During this time the fighting had still been continuing in St. Thomas. The negroes were badly
treated - hundreds were executed many without even a hearing, several had been flogged
including women, and over a thousand homes had been burned. The Maroons, who had been
called in to help were very guilty of these crimes, also the regular soldiers and sailors.

Gordon's Court Martial was held on Saturday October 21st. His hearing was hurried through, and
all requests on his part were pushed aside. He was found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged.

Paul Bogle was captured coming out of a cane piece behind Stony Gut, the day after Gordon's
execution. He, on being asked whether Gordon had instigated the uprising, said NO. He was given
a prompt Court Martial and was sentenced to be hanged, which in his case was just.

But this was definitely not so in the case of Gordon.

Today, the House of Assembly in Jamaica is named GORDON HOUSE, after George William
Gordon. In the future, we can look forward to a Centenary issue to commemorate the life of this
great man

NEWS HERE AND THERE

JAMAICA Miss Pepsi Cola, Miss Jamaica — Carol Joan Crawford — Miss World 1963, won
this outstanding award on November 7th, 1963 in London. Born in Jamaica,
educated at Wolmer's Girls' School, and later at Alpha Academy, Carol also took
Ballet lessons which enabled her to pursue a career in modelling in Canada.

The Government of Jamaica in recognition of her achievement will be issuing three
postage stamps — 3d. for local postage, 1/— for U.S. and Canadian Air Mail, 1/6d.
for English Air Mail.

The printing of these stamps is limited, and this issue should be very popular.
Carol Joan Crawford will be an excellent ambassadress for Jamaica.

*kkkk

JAMAICA The Government of Jamaica purchased late last year the South Camp Hotel for the
purpose of housing the administrative offices of the General Post Office. The full
staff is now there along with the Postmaster General.

*kkkk
JAMAICA A very interesting Temporary Rubber Date mark for Flint River was recently shown

to us. This is in Type 37 where the ,word was mis-spelt and read FLINRT RIVER
for FLINT RIVER, with Jamaica, BWI dated the 31st May, 1955.
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*kkkk

The new Pictorial stamps for Jamaica have been announced and will more than
likely be on sale by April or early May 1964. As there has been a slight hold up
due to a number of values being changed, and also an additional value which has
to be added. This set, collectors will note has reverted to the Pineapple
watermark which will be a distinctive watermark for Jamaica. Collectors will note
that the stamps for Carol Joan Crawford - Miss World 1963 - is issued on un-
watermarked paper

*kkkk

BWI STAMPS are pleased to announce that from the next issue of this Bulletin,
they will be running a series of the Train Marks for Jamaica compiled by T.
Foster. We hope at a later date to be able to publish other works of Mr, Foster.
His detailed listing of the Local Postmarks of Jamaica is outstanding. Collectors
who have these strikes will find this article very useful.

*kkkk

The 1/6d value of the Red Cross issue, has been extremely short in supply,
during the 3 months that this issue has been on sale. We predict that this value
will be a very fine item.

*kkkk

There have been many requests for Post Office Guides. Unfortunately these are
not available at present. As soon as the new edition is on sale, this will be
mentioned through the Bulletin,

*kkkk

The new Pictorial set for Jamaica consists of 17 values among which will be the
National Flower for Jamaica, the Lignum Vitae (Guaiacum Officianale). These
Trees are usually found on the plains and are one of the hardiest woods in
Jamaica. The flower can also. be in pure white.

The 1%d, value will be the ackee which has been done on Jamaican stamps a
number of times - being the National Fruit. These trees are to be found
throughout Jamaica and it is interesting to note that where they are heavily
cultivated in this Island, most of the other W.I. Islands do not patronize the fruit at
all.

The 2d. value is the Blue Mahoe (Hibiscus Elapus) the flower of which is
delightful being of the Hibiscus family. They grow quickly and develop into good
timber within 10 - 15 years. Forest stations can be found almost throughout the
Island today.

The Doctor Bird is also well known, and has been done on a number of stamps
for Jamaica - this is the National Bird. It lives only in this Island. The males are
extremely vicious but do have a lovely emerald colour.

One of the interesting designs is the 6d. value with the Butterfly which usually can
only be found about 4,000 to 5,000 ft. up in the hills. This is one of the largest
Butterflies known.

It is only natural that our National Stadium should be portrayed as this beautiful
construction was opened too late in 1962 to be included in the Independence
issue, while the Air Port is also for the first time shown on the 1/6d value.

One of the biggest industries in Jamaica today is Bauxite, as there are at least 5
Companies mining.
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Sportsmen should enjoy the value depicting Deep Sea Fishing which sport is very
popular both on the North and South Coast. Especially for 'Marlins. Unofficial
world's record for the White Marlin was actually a few years ago at Port Antonio.
Each 'year an International Fishing Competition is held at Port Antonio and
unfortunately last year (1963) the competition had to be postponed due to
Hurricane 'Flora. But during the three days there were well over 150. Marlins
raised 30 being landed.

The Arms of Jamaica is straightforward and the portrait of Her Majesty with the
National Flag for the high value. This set has been greatly delayed due to the fact
that a number of values had to be changed due to the change of postage rates
locally and overseas.

It is interesting to see that the watermark for this issue will be the pineapple.

LIST OF POSTAL AGENCIES IN JAMAICA TO DECEMBER 31ST 1963 PART I

ABOUKIR - St. Ann BOG HOLE - C
ALBION - StJ. BOGUE - St E
ALBION MOUNTAIN - St.M. BOHEMIA - St. Anns
ALDERTON - St. Ann BOMBAY - M
ALLMAN HILL - St C BOULEVARD - St A
ALVA - St. Ann BOUNDBROOK - P
ARCADIA - StT. BRAE HEAD - C.
ASHLEY - C. BRAETON - St.C.
ASHTON - W BRANDON HILL - St A
BAILEYS VALE - St.M. BRIXTON HILL - C.
BANBURY - St C. BROADLEAF - M
BARBARY HALL - St.E. BULL HEAD - C.
BARNSTAPLE - St. Ann BULL SAVANNAH - St.E.
BARKING LODGE - St T. BUNKA TREE - St.M
BATH MOUNTAIN - W BURNT SAVANNAH - St.E.
BAULK - H. BUXTON TOWN - St.C.
BEECHER TOWN - St.Ann BYBROOK - PP
BENBOW - St.C. BYNDLOSS S'S - St.C.
BERRY HILL - St.C. CALABASH BAY - StE.
BETHSALEN St. E. CALEDONIA W.
BEVERLY St. Ann CANTERBURY St. J.
BICKERSMITH St. J. CARISBROOKE St. E.
BIG PEAR TREE St.A. CARMEL W.
BIG WOODS W. CARRICK FOYLE T.
BIRDS HILL C CAULDWELL H.
BLACK HILL P CAVALIERS St.A
BLAIRS HILL H CENTRAL VILLAGE St.C.
BLACKNESS \W CHAMBERS PEN H.
BLENHEIM H. CHARLES TOWN St. M.
BOIS CONTENT St. C. CHATHAM St. J.
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CHATSWORTH
CHELTENHAM
CHUDLEIGH
CLAVERTY COTTAGE
CLIFFORDS
CLOVER HILL
CLYDESDALE
COFFEE PIECE
COKE
COLEGATE
COLEY MOUNTAIN
CONTENT GAP
CONSTITUTION HILL
COPSE
CRAIGMILL
CROTON
DALTON
DANIEL TOWN
DANVERS PEN
DA RLEY

DAVY TON
DEAN PEN
DENBIGH
DELVELAND
DEVON PEN
DIGNUM
DRAPERS
DRESSIKIE
DUMFRIES
DUNDEE
DUNHAM GAP
ELGIN
ELLICRESS
EPSON

ESSEX HALL
FAITHS PEN
FARM
FLAGAMAN

FARMSTEAD GARDENS

FLINT RIVER
FLOWER HILL
FONT HILL
FREEMAN'S HALL
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FREETOWN
FULLERSFIELD
FULLERTON PARK
GALINA

GARDEN HILL
GEDDES TOWN
GEORGES PLAIN
GEORGES VALLEY
GLASTONBURY
GLOUCESTER
GOLDEN SPRING
GOOD INTENT.

GORDON'S CROSSING-

GOSHEN
GRANVILLE
GREEN POND
GREENWICH TOWN
GREYGROUND
GROVE TOW IV
HADDINGTON
HADDO

HAINING

HALL'S DELIGHT
HALSE HALL
HAMILTON MTN.
HARMONY VALE
HAYFIELD
HESSEN CASTLE
HEYWOOD HALL
HIGHLAND HEAD
HOUNSLOW
HUNTLEY
HUTCHINS HILL
INNSWOOD

IRIS TOWN

IRONS MOUNTAIN
IRWIN

JACKS HILL
JACKS RIVER
JEFFREY TOWN
JOE HUT
JOHNSON MOUNTAIN
JOYLAND

CC.

St.
St.
St.
St.

Ann
M.
C.
M.

CC.

St.

St.

J.

ST. E.

St.

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

St.
Et.

WOV UTSIZEYE

J.

Ann

Ann

-
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Ann

22>

E.
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JUBILEE TOWN
KALORAMA
KEMNAY
KENSINGTON
KENTISH
KETTO
KILMARNOCK

KINGSTON NORTH

WEST

KINGS VALE
KING WESTON
KINLOSS
KITSON TOWN
LANCASTER

LAWRENCE TAVERN

LANCES BAY
LATIUM

LEEDS
LEICESTERFIELD
LEINSTER
LEMON HALL
LEWISBURGH

LIME TREE GARDENS

LINTON PARK
LITCHFIELD
LLOYDS
LOOKOUT
LOWER BUXTON
LUCKY VALLEY
LUMSDEN
LYDFORD
LYSSONS
MADRAS
MAHAGA

MAIN RIDGE

MALCOLM SQUARE

MANGO VALLEY
MARK HILL
MARLBOROUGH
MARLEY HILL
MASON HALL
MAVERLEY
MCNIE
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MENDES
MEYLERSFIELD
MIDDLESEX
MIKE TOWN
MITCHELL TOWN.
MONGRAVE
MONTREAL
MOORES
MORAVIA
MORGANS PASS
MT . AIRY

MT. FELIX

MT. INDUSTRY
MT., MORELAND
MT. MORIAH

MT. PEACE

MT. PLEASANT
MT . REGALE
MT. ROSSER -
MT. SALEM

MT. SALUS

MT . VERNON
MT. WADDY

MT. ZION

MUIR HOUSE -
MUIRTON PEN
MULGRAVE
NEW GREEN
NEW FOREST
NEW LONGVILLE
NEWTON

NEW WORKS
NIAGARA

NINE TURNS
NORRIS

N NUTFIELDI ELL
OLD BOTTOM
OLD HOPE

OLD MOUNTAIN
OXFORD STREET
PADMORE
PALISADOES
PALMERS CROSS

@ K
00 d

St. Ann

)
“ 0z

St. Ann
St. Ann
St. Ann

St. i11.
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PARATTEE

PAUL MOUNTAIN
PECKHAM
PENLYNE CASTLE
PENNANTS
PETERSVILLE
PHILADELPHIA
PIKE

PISGAH
PLEASANT VALLEY
PLOWDEN
PORTERS MOUNTAIN
PORTLAND COTTAGE
PRICKLEY POLE
PROGRESSIVE
QUICKSTEP
QUEENS HILL
REACH

RED BANK
REDGROUND
REFUGE
RETIREMENT
RETRIEVE
REVIVAL
RITCHIES

RIO GRANDE
ROBINS BAY
ROBINS HALL
ROCK SPRING
ROCKY POINT
ROEHAMPTON
ROSE HILL
ROSEWELL

ROSE VALLEY
ROSETTOWN
RUSSELLS

ST. D' ACRE

ST. FAITHS

ST. GREGORY
ST. JOHNS ROAD
ST. PAULS
SALISBURY PLAIN
SALMON TOWN
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C.

Ann

SALT MARSH
SALT SPRING
SAMUEL PROSPECT
SANDY RIVER
SANGUINETTI
SANTOY
SCARBOROUGH
SCHOOLFIELD
SCOTT'S HALL
SCOTTS PASS
SEVEN MILES
SHIRLEY CASTLE
SHOE TWOOD
SILVER. SPRING
SIMONS

SLIPS
SOMERSET
SPICY HILL

SPOT VALLEY
SPRING VALE
STRATHBOGIE
STURGE TOWN
SUCCESS
SUMMERFIELD
THORNTON

TIME AND PATIENCE
TORRINGTON
TOWER HILL
TRANQUILITY
TREADWAYS
TROPICAL PLAZA
TWEEDS IDE
TYDIXON

UNITY

UNITY VALE
VALLEY PIECE
WALTHAM GARDENS
WAREIKA
WATCHWELL
WATERWORKS
WESTPHALIA
WEST PROSPECT
WHITE HALL

St.

o A

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

St.

St.

J.

Ann

“

St.C

St.

L

St.
St.
St.
St.

St.
St.

St.
St.
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St.
St.

St.

St.

St.
St.

Ann
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o

>

Ann
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WHITE RIVER
WHITNEY
WHITHORN
WILSON'S RUN
WINDSOR FORREST
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St. Ann

vTHz0

WOODLANDS
YARMOUTH
YORK CASTLE
YORK PEN

- St E.

- St

LIST OF SUB POSTAL AGENCIES IN JAMAICA TO DECEMBER 31ST 1963

AIRY PROSPECT
ALEPPO

ALPS

BANNISTER
BARRETT TOWN
BENSON HILL
BELFIELD WORKS
BELTON JACKSON
BOUNTY HALL
CHIGWELL
CHURCH PEN
CORLETTS ROAD
COX PIECE
CRESCENT
CROMWELL LANDS
EGLINGTON
FUSTIC

GRANTS PEN
GREENWOOD
HARMONY HALL
HERMITAGE

St.
St.

T.

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

T.
H.

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
M.

H.

02 0“0

20200

St. T

St.

“

St. M

H.

HUDDERSFIELD
KNOLLIS
LAWSON
LIBERTY VALLEY
LOWER CASH HILL
MT. EDGECOMBE
NAGGO HEAD
NEWLEIGH

NEW ROADS
NORTH GULLY
PRIORY
SEAFIELD
SEDGE POND
SNOW HILL
SPRINGMOUNT
STERMOUNT
SYDENHAM
WATER LANE
WAYSIDE

WIRE FENCE

St. M.
St. C.
St. J.
St. Ann
H.

u.

St. C.
Al.
W.

St. J.
St. Ann
St. M.
C.

P.

St. J.
St. Ann
St. C.
C.

St. J.
T.
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